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Mr.



AUBURN TO SAN FRANCISCO.

Mr. SoTard's Companions.—His Farewell to his Neighbors.—Western Now York.

—

Niagara.—Canada and it.s Destiny.—Infiucnce of Immigration.—Africo-Americans.

—

Detroit.—Chicago.—President Grant.— Missi.-sippi and Missouri Rivers. — Cedar

Rapids.—Omaha.—New Classifieatinn of States.— Council Bluffs.—Bridges over

Navigable Rivers.—Settlement of Western States.—Cheyenne,—The Rocliy Sloan-

tains.—Influence of Mountain States.—Sherman.—Separation.—Mountain Nomen-

clature.—Weber Canon.—Salt Lake City.^—The Mormons, their Doctrine.s, Secular

Priesthood.—Brigham Young's Sermon.—His Family.— Polygamy.—The Irrepres-

sible Conflict in Utah.—The Sho.»hones. Destiny of the Indians.—Sierra Nevada.

—Reno.—Railroads Result of Abolition of Slavery.— Sacramento.—Arrival at Sun

Francisco.—C ivilization of California.—Chinese Immigration.

At(hui'n, AxKjKst 9, 1870.—Every study must luive a beginning

and an end. These notes begin' at Mr. Seward's embowered home,
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wheiu-e oui- journey will begin, and they will end here, where, with

Uod's blessing, the journey will end.

Mr. Seward is accompanied by Olive lllslcy Seward, his adopted

daughter, and by her sister. Miss Risley The former, in writing

these notes, records his political, social, moral, and philosophical

observations and reflections, in his own words, Hanson A. Eisley

accompanies him only to the Pacific. Mr. Alexander W. Kandall

and Mrs. Randall, and Mr. George F. Seward ard Mrs. Seward,

will join him at San Franc'.sco.

A thousand neighbors and friends are gathered around, whoso

parting words are made more touching by the fears and anxieties

which they express concerning Mr. Seward's impaired strength.

His resolute nature suggests tha encouragement they need :
" Travel

improves health instead of axhansting it." " The journey, though

long, is now made easy by steam on land and sea.'" " When I

come back, remember to meet me at the eastern door of the railway-

station, though we part at the western one."

jS'lagara Falls August lO^A.—Leaving the pleasant shore of the

Owasco Lake, we crossed the Cayuga, passed around the foot of the

Seneca, with its beautiful village of Geneva, looked upon the

Canandaigua fi'om its encircling hills, and came to a rest at Roch-

ester, where the branches of the Central Railroad unite. Thence,

this morning, along the shore of Lake (Ontario to Niagara.

The plain of Western New York, gently descending from the

lakes to the Hudson, and, under a traditional policy, well improved

with canals and railroads, has, from the earliest period of colonial

settlement, been a national thoroughfare.

The enlightened political economy, as well as the liberal princi-

ples and elevated social sentiments for v/hich tlie State of New York

is distinguished, is strongly reflected in the constitutions, laws, and

manners, of the new AVestern States.

We see, at Niagara, for the first time, the new bridge which has

been built just below the gi'eat cataract. Like the old one, it is

graceful enough ; but, " insatiate " bridge-makers, " could not one

siiffice?" George P. Marsh is right. Civilization is a constant
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CANADA AND ITH DESTINY. 5

wariUrc of man against Nature. Nature, however, was made for

iiuiii, not Tuan for Nature.

(7iaf/uii/i, Canada, Augmt lOM.—It was ratlicr a surpriHO to

iiicot a United States conHul at ( :iifton when wo were lesB than

NBW 8UBI'EN8ION DUIDOig, NIAQARA KALLH.

twenty-fonr hours from home. But wliy do we go through Canada

instead of keeping our own lake-shore ? Ileoauso tlie Canadian

route is tlie more direct one to Detroit. Moreover, have we not

eome abroad to sec foreign countriot^, rather than our own ?

Canada, though no less fertile, is more thinly inhabited than

the American shore. Immigration obeys political instincts. It

prefers the established equality and social security of the United

States. It will be long ]>eforo either Canada or Mexico can realize

its invigorating power. This may seem hard, but it is clear that

only one great nation can be built on one continent at one time.

The remedy for both of those countries is the same—accession to

the United States. Canada has hesitated long, but it will sec and

feel this truth at last—that it is better to be an equal constituent

member of a great, powerful, and free nation, than a small, feeble,

and isolated stale, ev(;n though equally free.

At Chatham, mainly a colored settlement, Mr. Sewai'd has been
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received with tmu'li ri's|)i>(t uimI idiitlm'ss l»v tlie lu'opii', who sci-m

nmitortiihic and resjicctidtle. Tiu'v iiro t'ujfitivcH wlio imide tlieir

OHC'iiiK' iVum hIuvi'IT ill llii' TiiitLMl Stiiti'rt, yciPH ii<;(), on the " uii-

(hiTijnmiid railway." Nnw that hlaverv lias been aliniislicd there,

• louhtless tlie hiirdeii ol" thi-ir smii,' is, ' Curry me hack t«» ole

Viryiiiiiy, to ole V'ir^iiiiiy nhcu'e." The AlVico-Aiiieric-aii jxtpuhi-

tioii is llio last olio tiiiit will desire t(i h'ave «)iir eoimtry. A liiin-

dred t'reednieii, about KortreKS ^lonroe, were iiuhiced l>y hi^h otters

uiul f^roiit ))er8iiasioii, (hiriiijj; uiir eivil war, to colonize the Isle-A-

Vuclie, in llayti. They complained, moaned, Hickened, nnd lun-

^'iiiahed, and the jjjovernment was ol)li<,'ed to bring them back.

iMfolt, At/i/itsf l\f/i.—The iiiterestiiiii; incident of our Bto|>

here, has boi-n a visit t<» l\Ir. Seward of a daughter of l>r. Abel V.

Fiteli, a elieiit of his who died of a broken heart, while Mr. Seward

was struggling to save him from an unjust convicti(»n fcu" conspiracy.

In the War of 1812, Detroit was tlie theatre of a humiliating

surrender and capitulation, wliich were hardly retrieved—^^just as

]>ull Run was the scene oi a humiliating rout, the evils ell'ects (tf

which only the mighty issues involved enabled the nation to sur-

iiiount during a four-years' cojitlict.

The city grows steadily in opulence and retinemeut,

Vhieayo, Atifjust lAth. — Without a prototype, a marvel not

merely of American j)rogress, but of all civilization. We asked un

English lady in Xew ^'ork, who had passed two weeks here, which

of our sea-coast towns she admired most. She answered, " Chicago."

Though an inland, border town, it seems nevertheless a city by the

sea. ihiilt in a lagoon like Venice, it has raised itself high and dry

above the Hood. As mercantile as Amsterdam or Liverpool, it has

neither the hoarding avarice of the one nor the unscrupulous

cui)idity of the other, -fust now gra8i)ing, with an iron arm, the

broad and fertile shores of the North Pacific, how splendid seems

the destiny of Chicago !

AVe meet here the PresideJit of the United States. I lis charac-

teristic modesty has until now been a tlieme of universal praise,

if*
-X-
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Uiit miiiikiiKl li.ivc iilwuvrt oxpoctcd (luiiioiiHtriition uf powc'r, pnmi),

or h|K!ccli fntiii tliiMr niliirn. Will tlicy excuso the wunt of it cvuii

ill till! great (Jenerul of the Civil Wurj

Ontalnt, Autjnd IkU/t.

"It's ov»)i' the rivtr, and owv tlio sou.

And it's over the wuter to CharUc''

It is over the Missisr^ipjii liivcr, aiitl it is over tin- MisHoiiri

Jliver, and over a Hea of prairie live hundred miles, from ('hit-a^fo to

Omaha. Seventy years a<,'o, the Mississippi Ilivcr divided the

Inited States from the dominion of !•'ranee. Sixty years a,t;o Lewis

and Clark found only wild Nature and sava^'e men bevoiid the

]\rissouri. Fifteen years af,'o, the States of the Ihiion were ]K)liti-

eally as well as^ yeo^'raphically elassitied as the >«()rtliern States

and the Southern States. To-day, it is not a ))arnllcl of latitude,

hut an uneertain and shifliiig meridional line, that determines their

elassifieation.

.
Of the towns whieh have sprunpj up on the plains, we notiee

Cedar Rapids—not for its sui)eriority to others, but as a specimen

of an int'hoate Western eity. During ten minutes' stay there, we
saw the suburban '.'ottagi, <, with j)ointed roofs, of the Norwegian

settlers, surrounded by dark-green meadows, covered with Hoeks

of geese and eider-ducks. We heard airs from '' Trovatt)re " on a

Chiekeriiig piano, in a dwelling-house not yet ])aintcd or plastered.

We saw a ]\Iansard mansion of the speculator in city lots, its lawn

graced with a bevy of croquet-players. Then? seem to be all sorts

of churches for all sects of Christians—one surmounted with a

Catholic cross, and one with dome and minaret borrowed from the

Mohammedan mosque. There are restless express-agents, nimble

telegrai)li-mcssengers, noisy baggage-men and porters. Kven the

Washington City colored boy is seen there, sauntering lazily

through the crowd, and repeating, " l^dack your boots and shine

Vm up?" with tlie poetical variation, '• A shine for a dime..'' Two
young lady-cousins conu' into the cars, and soon let us into more

secrets t>f matrimonial engagements and other interesting events
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whioh arc occurrin<^ in tlio "society" of Cedar Kajmls than we

have I'ooni to relate.

Council Bhiiis, on tiic Missouri River, tlie eonncctin^if station of

tlie East(;rn raih-oads with the Union racilic, is tiftcen miles holow

the historical Council ]')luils, Avhcre tjie lirst treaty between the

United States aiul the Indians of the plains was celebrated. ^V'\\]

not Coniifress its " canon iix 'gainst" this practice of confounding

history ])y transposing geographical names 'i

There is a tierce competition here between Council T>hills and

Omaha for the transshi]»ment of passen^^-H's and freight. The new

bridy-e, whicli is bcin<>- built over the Missouri, is likely to decide it

l)v bringing the two tlourishing towns into one

P>y-tlie-way, how rai)idly the co .^truction of this " mighty maze
"

of railroads is breakirig up the ancient idea of the sacredness of

river navigation against interruption by bri<lgcs! It cost a long

and exhausting litigation to ascertain whether the Legislature of a

State, or even the (.'ongress of the United Stales, could authorize;

the throwing of a bridge across the Hudson or the Ohio, oi- even

across a boatable inlet t)f Delaware l>ay.

AVhile, however, they arc building a bridge here, we nmst be

content to cross the Missouri by a ferry. A huge and heavy steam-

boat, a double-cnder, starts from a poii\t high above Council IMutfs,

and is skilfully steered lirst downward, tlu>n u])ward, through the

dashing, muddy waters, to a landing-[ilace tar below Omaha. The

passengers of several converging Eastern trains rush promiscuously

toward the broad deck with their baggage, movables, an<l "things."

Do you see that little wooden shanty, on the receding bank, with

two buttles of whiskey in the window, and hcMuonitory words over

the <loor, "Last Cham-e r* Everybody tells his business to every-

body, and everybody asks everybody his o])ini((ns and prospects.

Boston, Xew York, and Chicago merchants, bankers, and ])rinters,

are going to establish branches, agencies, ami printing-i»resses, along

the railroads in Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, \evada, Oregon, ami Cali-

fornia; lithe, active, and bright, alMo(|uacious, ami ii tint same;

time <lo/(matic politicians, who tasten themselves tenaciously upon

"the stranger," whether lawyer, ])riest, trader, or fanner, to gain
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jin opinion on tlio probahlo result of the prosidciitial election, yet

three yearrt distant, of the pi'os[)ect of an early losumptiou uf specie

payments, or of the duration, tlie immediate result, and tlu; nUcrior

consecjueucGS of the war which broke out only a week a^o in Eur(»])e.

Did not our servant, Wilh'am Freeman, avIio has just come to his

political ri^i;hts under tin; iifteenlh ameu'Inient, feel his importance

wlu'ii cidled fill to cxpoinid these high mysteries i Sec that group

of juvenile Italians, willi violins and hari)S rcali/ing a profuse; con-

trihutiou hi reward for a rather doubtful ])erforniance of ''11 I'acio."

Hear tliis sirong-niiuded woman narrate to a skeptical aiidieiu'O

her succcssfnl achievement in establishing woman's suil'rage in

Wyoming ;ind Utah. An express-agent tells JVLV. Seward that he

has just sent to Auburn the largest ]>air of elk-h(»rus in the velvet

that could be found in Nevada. That cliistei- ^-tanding near the

wheel-house, have sold out their farms in Missouri, and are going

to look for new ones in Willamette Valley or Southern California.

This gn lip of Indians, gay with feathers and paint, are Dakota

cliiei's returning to their tribe, to relate the wonders they saw when

sitting around the "big kettle" whicli the "great father" hung

over the lire for them at Washington. This sturdy fellow la blue

is an Irish recruit of tlie TTiiited States Army, going to join his

regiment at Laramie, accompanied by a wife, six rosy-cheeked chil-

dren, a spaniel, terrier, two brindle cats, and a s])eckled hen. It is

altogether too much to expect that the entire family will escaj)e the

]»crils of Indian warfare. It is a notalde feature of the motley

crowd that it contains not one mere laljoring man or woman.

AVhence, then, and how is the labor to come which is to irrigate the

dogcrts, build the roads, and open the inines i We may safely leave

the f|uestioii to its practical solution. American ]»rogress ami civi-

lization "know no siicli word as tail."

We re(<)rd our thanks to (u'lieral Auger for the kind atten-

tions shown us at the garris(,n, and for his orders ]iroviding for

our pat'ety ami comfort through his wide ilepartnieui ; and to the

judges, members of the bar, and other citizens for their pulilic

and private hospitalities.
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Cheyenne, August \1th.—Omvarcl and iipwurd, a night and a

day in a distance of ti\-c; liundred miles; wc liave gained a height

of five thousand feet on tlie slope of the Rocky Mountains. The

country seems, lusvertheless, a level !)lain. There is neither crag,

nor rock, nor dell ; and eveji the How of the beautiful Platte River,

though (piick and free, is without cascade or ra])ids. We have passed

almost imperceptibly from a landsca})e of Indian corn and wheat

liclds, orchards, and vineyards, to an endless slope covered with

short and grayish, bnt nutritious blue-grass, late the pasturage <»f

countless bult'alo-herds, now replaced by scattered droves of lank

CIIKVK.N.NF.

cattle, driven here from Texas and ]\re\ico. The gopher Ireely dis-

ports himself in our way ; the antelope, as if under a fascination,

shyly gazes u])on us with his soft blue eyes; and the ])rairic-dtigs,

sitting erect at tlie doors of their tenements, solciimly re\icw lis

from their thousand cities. AVi; ex])ected, oil arriving here, to see

the lowering lUack Hill.-, and perhaps the more disl;int Snowy
ange lilt the thermometer has fallen to :n;\aml the 1 larometer

we know luit how low. Heavy cIuikIs re-t on the earth all around

us. and iiotliiiiii' can be seen bevoiid or over them.
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Tlie Territory of Wyoming, of which Clieyenne is the capital,

lias a population ontside of the town not exceeding two thousand

Cheyenne grew rapidly during the constiniction of the Pacific Rail-

road hut now, suffering a decline, it may numhcr twenty-live hun-

dred. It hiis, however, just heen connected hy railroad with

Denver, and so with St. Louis. The territorial government, there-

fore seems a machine prepared for future rather than immediate

use. The army secures the people against intrusion hy Indians,

and keeps the peace. Governor Campbell, with the Secretary of

State and the Surveyor-General, received us at the station, and,

apologizing for the straitness of their dwellings, delivered us over

to General King and General Bradley, who have cordially conferred

upon us the freedoni of the mess.

Ireely dis-

M'iuation,

lirie-dogs, .
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It Snowy
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What is to he the political influence of these new mining and

mountain States i Their fouiulcrs arc energetic, cnterprisijig and

persovoring men. Mountaineers are always frugal and brave, us

well as intense lovers of freedom. Their loyalty will never fail, if

the Union shall continue to deserve it.
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Sher?nan, August 19th.—Sherman, eight thousand feet above

the sea I We have made a winding way between the crests of the

Black Hills, and these are only a lower tier of the snow-clad moun-

tains. The pass is treeless, shrubless, flowerless ; the rocks on the

mountain-sides massive, brown, monotonous. What were the Rocky

Mountains made for ? Some of their uses are obvious. A water-

shed, they irrigate the continent, while they stimulate human

activity by obstructing movement and hiding mineral treasure.

Now gently descending the western slope five hundred feet, we
come upon the great grassy plain of Laramie, on which civilization

is making lapid advancement. Five hundred feet lower, through

beds of crumbling red sandstone, we land on a broad floor of cannel-

WAHBATCU BANIJE.

coal. Prudent Nature foresaw the Pacific Railroad and the mining-
shaft. Onward forty miles, downward how many feet wo do not
know, in the Wahsateh Valley, we coine to a .settlement which bears
the ominous name of Separation. It is tlie parting between the

tributaries of the Atlantic and the Pacific Ocean.
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How odd and yet how sigiiilieaut is the noinonclaturc of the

mountaiu sceuory :
" Hod Dericrt,' " Table Kock," " Black Bntte,"

<' Bitter Creek
!

" Now, slowly by winding grades, we climb the

Wahsatch Eange, only live hundred feet lower than Sherman
; we

stand on the eastern rim of the central basin of the continent. We

devil's oatr, wEiiEn oaSon.

recognize and hail the rugged yellow clitf and flir-reaching plain,

which, under the light of a gorgeous sunset, Leutze has copied in his

great fresco in the Capitol, "Westward the Course of Empire takes

its Way." Hence we hurry rapidly downward towarc. the reservoir

3
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of the basin, the brord, bhie Salt Lake. The face of the Wahsatch

Mountains wears no rcserablance to Athintio scenery. These dis-

jointed masses of rocks, fractured and shivered, look as if they had

resisted llghtnini,', tempest, ice, and flood, for ages. Sublime devas-

tation ! The Weber River, here only a foaming torrent, has worked

out for itself an arched passage darker and more majestic than

Gothie art ever designed. The mountain-dwellers call it the Devil's

Gate. There are miles where a declivity, otherwise unbroken, pre-

sents at irregular intervals a high, conical basalt rock, standing like

the tower of a castle whose domes and walls have been swept away,

and buried in the earth. One of these bears the name of Pulpit

PITLFIT BOCK.

Rock, and, though inaccessible, it is believed by the credulous that

Brigham Young from its level summit rallied his hosts to repel the

army of General Johnson.

In the Weber Caiion, at the foot of the Wahsatch Range, the

torrent subsides into a quiet stream. On its bank is an old and

solitary pine-tree, which bears a board on which is inscribed,
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^

«Ono thousand miles from Omalia." Here all tr oilers rest and
meditate ; and many, proud of the great achievement, record their

names. Let no one suppose that, because Salt Lake Plain is called

a valley, it is therefore level, smooth, or grassy. The plain is

but a table-land, broken by mountain-spurs, and hilly ranges rise

from the bosom of the lake itself, affording pasturage for herds of

wild-horses.

TnOrBAWn-MlLl! tbr«

Salt Lake City, Augtist 'iOth.—At Ogden, where the Salt Lake

Valley Railroad intersects the continuous Pacific Railroad, and

where many other railroads are soon to meet it, we were taken by

a special train, which Briiihain Young hnd sent for us. On arrival

at the station here, we were received by General De Trobriand.

Wearied and worn with mountain-travel, a hostelry even less

neat and cheerful than the Townsend TTouse, managed by an Eng-

lishwoman, the second of four wives, would have been acceptable

to us.

The town, though so unique and isolated, is full of visitors from
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all parts of tlio Uiiitcil States and Europe, animated by u common

Bontimcnt, curiosity concernin/^ the Mormons—how they came to

bo here ; how they live and act ; with what woes they threaten the

nation and mankind, and by what means, moral, judicial, political,
•

or military, the anomalous sect shall be brought to an end.

BAIT LAKE VAI.LET.

We attended divine service this morning in a small and plain

Episcopalian chapel. In the at'tcrnoon, wo were accompanied to

the Tabernacle by Mr. Hooper, Territorial Delegate in Congress.

The congregation, composed chiefly of women and children, " with

here and tliere a tr;) veller," must have numbered seven or eight

tliousand. On the p.'atform were seated the entire hierarchy, con-

sisting of the ])resldeni, the apostles, and tlie high council, the sev-

enties, the high-priests, ti.>e elders, tlie priests, teachers, and deacons.

Among these dignitaries ve recognized merchants, railrijad men,

mechanics, and fai-mcrs, and it is quite manifest xliat the priesthood

is a shrewd, sagacious body of secular persons. The communion is

celebrated every Sunday, every worshij)pcr participating. Tho
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ceremony, tlioiigh attended with less solemnity, is conducted in

tho same manm-r us in tlio more ])opular Protestant denominations,

with the ditibrcnco tlmt water is used in phice of wine, n special

prayer beinj? oilered that tho substitution may bo approved. Tho

lirst preacher ar<;ned that, accordin<^ to divine promise, the Idni^dom

of Clod came upon the earth immediately after the departure of tho

Saviour; that this kini,'domha8 a key; that the Church early lost it,

and that the Latter-Day Saints have found it; that it is nothin<j;

less than the true principle of marriage, namely, that marriage is

not merely a union for earthly life, but a spiritual bond extending

through time and eternity : tho Mormons having unlocked the gates

with tho newly-discovered key, are inviting and expecting all nations

to enter and build up the kingdom of Clod.
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MORMOS TAnERJJACI.S.

During the service thus far, Brigham rcMing sat a silent and

meditative observer. TTc now rose, and a ])rofound stillness came

over t'le congregation. TTc dwelt briefly on the devotion, zeal,

faith, 'onstancy, conflicts, and sullerings, of the founders of the
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Moniioti Churi'h. From its [>ivst triuiiiplm, tind its present socurity,

ho intbiTotl tho ttwor of tlio Divine Author of tlio Clirirttiiin rchgion.

Liko tho i)roviou8 Hpeiikor, lio Hoeniod to avoid tho subject of po-

lygiuny, while ho cliiinied ior tho new church a closo confonuity

to tho jmvcticcs of tlio curly ('iu*irttiiiiiH, and tlio enjoyment of now,

epocial, and continuous revelations. No (christian teacher claims for

tho writings of Isaiah or .reremiah, or of Matthew, Lidte, or .lohn,

more divine illumination or infallibility than the speaker donuvnded

for tho attested manuscripts of Joseph Smith. After descanting, in

a few glowing words, upon tho certain acceptance of tho new faith

immediately, and througln)ut tho wholy world, ho wanicd tho saints

of tho danger of I'alling from the faith, saying, with nil tho vohcmonco

of prophetic denunciation, " I Fell awaits tho backslider 1" After a

kind allusion to Mr. Seward's presence, tho sermon ran to incoher-

ent and poll tless exhortation. The service ended, Brighain Young

greeted Mr. Seward, and asked leave to visit him in tho evening.

The veneration which a Roman Catholic, Episcopalian or Method-

ist congregation manifest toward a prolate of their order, at whoso

hand they have received a sacrament, is indilfcrcnce itself compared

with the awe and reverence paid to the President of tho Latter-Day

Saints as he retired from the Tabernacle.

Brigham Young, accjompanled by four sons and three elders,

passed tho long evening in conversation, religious, political and

secular, with Mr. Seward. At the close, with an air m free from

embarrassment as the patriarch Jacob might have shown in a liko

case, he invited Mr. Seward to visit some of his houses the next

day, and see his tamily.

August 2-2d.—The President came with carriages, and drove us

first to visit his wife Emeline, a matron of fifty, with lior ten chil-

dren, from tho ages of twenty-five downward. Thence to the house

of Amelia, who seems thirty-five years. Slie has been married two
or three years, and has no children. Slie invited the ladies to try

her new piano. We then drove to the dwelling of the first wife.

This house, the first which Brigham Young built in the city,

shows him to be a skilful mechanic, Avith a considerable knowledge
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of architc'i'tiiro. SIic was Hiii'i'oiiiKlcjd hy hor sons, Iliraiii Yoiin^,

IJrif^liaiM ^ ouiif;, Jr., and tlieir sovoral wives, wlio all Hucmed to

rt'^anl llii'ir a;,'od mother with jiroper filial atl'octioii. Tlieiico wo

repaired to tlic " Mee-hivc," a complex building', t)r ^'ronp of build-

iiij^s, ill which the remainiu;^ familiea of Uri^ham Y'ouiifj; reside.

Thoy liavc different suites of apartmoJits, eonnectod by corridors

or piazzas with the j^arden, a common dinin^jf-room, and a saloon

used as a music-hall and chapel. The furniture and appointments

1 1P'MWy*IJf^^^W'W-^ 3f

nnllllI.\M YillTM^rrt RKSIDKNOB.

of the " Rec-hivo," like those of the other houses, arc fru<?al but

comfortable, and order and cleanliness prevail in them all. We
were received here by eipfht wives and their children. The chil-

dren, a large proportion of whom are girls, with blue eyes and

flaxen hair, strongly resemble their father and each other. All are

educated upon the academic standard of the Western country. All

we saw were liealtliful, intelligent, sprightly, happy and mutually

atfectipnatc, without regard to the dilference of mothers ; eijually

free from boldness and awkwardness. The mothers, women of
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sad deportment, are entirely devoted to their children. All the

"wives are uneducated, except Amelia, who was before marriage an

accomplished school-teacher. If there is any jealousy among them,

it escaped our penetration. The mind of the first wife is impaired

either by age or by trouble. She spoke severely of Gentile cen se-

riousness. We were served at every house with the choicest of

native fruits and native wine. Except the coachman, we saw no

servants. At tlie " Bee-hive," each mother sits with her children

at table, and the several families arc served in the order in which

they are arranged. Family worship is conducted night and morning

by the patriarch, and attended by the entire household. Brighani

Young's manner toward his wives is respectful, and toward his

children dignified and affectionate. In presenting them severally

as they came in groups, with a kind smile for the particular mother,

he spoke in this way : "This is our delicate little Lucy," "This is

our musical daughter," " This is our son George, who has a mathe-

matical genius," and so on. At the end of the visit here, Brigham

Young said to Mr. Seward: "You have seen eleven of the sixteen

wives with whom I live, and nearly all of my forty-nine sur"iving

children."

" But," said Mr. Seward, " you are represented as saying that

you do not know how many wives you have." The President

explained that, besides the wives who are married for time, the

Mormons believe in sealing other wives only for eternity, and, in

regard to such women, he may have made the remark attributed to

him.

Polygamy, not at first adopted by the Mormons, is an adventi-

tious feature of their system. It was authorized by a revelation to

Joseph Smiti., which was posthumously published. The Church

at first desired to suppress it, but it bore the requisite offii'ial attes-

tation of the prophet, and therefore could not be rejected without

ohaking the foundation of the whole system. The apologies which

tiioy make for it arn not altogether destitute of plausibility. If,

promised to stimulat;.- population when the sect in a Territory, new
and isolated, expected no accession by immigration, either foreign

or domestic, except of European converts. More ^\'omen than men



POLYGAMY. 21

camo as sueli converts. Polygamy provided shelter and material

comforts for siipcnuinerary women who might otherwise fall into

neglect, want, a..Ji i)Ossible infamy. So far it has not proved in-

compatible with the education and training of children in public

schools, nor with the mainteaance of order and tranquillity among

the people. Time enough, however, has not elapsed, perhaps, nor

arc the conditions of the community sufficiently matured, fully to

develop the evils of the institution. Marriage is not exclusively a

matter of religious belief. It is a social institution. To ascertain

the just and needful relation between the sexes in social life has

been one of the experimental studies of mankind, from the earliest

ages, in all countries. The marriage of one man with one woman,

cons' i*^uting what we call the family relation, is the result of that

great study of civilization. It is universally accepted by Christian

nations, the only nations which enjoy a matured civilization. Po-

lygamy'- is antagonistic to, and incompatible with, the existence of

the tiimily. When the two institutions are brought into contact in

any country, an irrepressible conflict ensues. In all the nations of

the East the harem has hitherto prevailed in that conflict, with the

results of not merely the degradation but the enslaving of woman,

and the demoralization and corruption of the entire social body.

This is the conflict which is just now beginning in Utah. The end

is not doubtful, and, with the rapid increase of what is called the

Gontilo populiition, coming to develop the mineral and agricultural

resources of the central regions of the continent, that end cannot

be distant.

The Mormons, as a religions sect, soon to cast oflf the heteroge-

neous and obnoxious institution of polygamy, may survive, and,

like other religious and ecclesiastical associations, enjoy a long exist-

ence. TIow long, may depend upon the ]iersecution it may i)ro-

voke. The field of purely religious iiupiiry is infinite, and the .-pirit

of search is eternal. It demands, and will in all civilized states

henceforth command, toleration.

In the aspect of political economy, ITtali is a wonderful success.

A population of nearly one hundred thousand, doubling every ten

years, occupying a soil naturally destitute of vegetation, has, by irri-
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gation and other processes, produced an abundant granary for sup-

plying the Avauts of immigrants on their way to tlie new mountain

States and Tcr'-itories on every side. AVhatcver may be the future of

Utah and the Mormon sect, Erigham Young Avill have an historical

character. He was originally an uneducated carpenter, in youth a

townsman of Mr. Seward's at Auburn. The latter, while seeing no

reason to question Young's sincerity in his eccentric religious faith

and practices, deems it unjust to deny him extraordinary ability,

energy, and perseverance, as a founder of an American State. His

fliilure, how f^ver, in one of his designs, perhaps at the time the most

cherished of all, will serve as a warning to future American colo-

nizers. Leading his exiled and persecuted band from the banks

of the Mississippi across the wilderness, he refused to stop until he

had found nn asylum outside of the territory and jurisdiction of the

United States. Scarcely, however, had he discovered this land of

refuge in Mexico, before tlie Government acquired title, and ex-

tended its authority over not only that region, but the whole coun-

try to the Pacific Ocean.

Elcho, August 2M.—Brigham Young, attended by a grou]) of

wives and children, took leave of Mr. Seward at the station in Salt

Lake City ; and a coinmittee, composed of Mormon elders, came

with us by special train to Ogden. There two palatial cars awaited

us, which had been sent across the Sierra Nevada by Mr. Seward's

friends at Sacramento. These are furnished with a dining-room,

well-supplied pantry, kitchen, and sleeping-apartments.

Salt Lake, though fed by saline springs, is the reservoir of many
mountain-streams, the Weber Eiver, Bear River, Blue Creek, and

others. Its waters are shallow and unwholesome ; but we saw

cattle feeding near it, and land-birds flying over it. Its beach is

always thickly incrusted with salt, })roduced by solar evaporation.

Large timber grows in the mountain-canons, and the soil, wherever

irrigated, is prolific of cereals, grasses, and fruits. The ])each,

plum, and grape, are unsurpassed, even in California. Our Inst

sunset view of the lake, taken a hundred miles west of Ogden, Avas

one which we arc not likely to forget. The great orb, suspended
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over the waters, kindled them to a dazzling blaze, while the sky

was clothed in a drapery of purple and gold, which extended in

broad and graceful festoons across the entire horizon.

Here, at Elcho, we find a wretched and squalid remnant of the

Shoshones, once tlie proprietors of the region we are surveying.

Must these Indian races indeed perish before the march of the

white man ? It would seem so ; they could only be saved by con-

version to the usages and habits of civilization, but all past efforts

to that end, from the Atlantic to the ceitre of the continent, have

THR REMNANT OV A TRIRR.

failed. The experiments of the same sort on the Pacific coast are

no more promising. The Aztec race, thojigh it has not increased

in mnnbors, has not diminislied under Spanish conquest and coloni-

zation. Exalted to citizenship, sutlVage, and education, the Indians

of Moxioo may be saved ; but it is noticeable that intermarriages be-

tween the pure Indians and the ('reoles and Eurupcan immigrants

have practically ceased, and that Mexico exhibits therefore a natioi\

divided by castes, of which the native one la the most numerous,
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wliilo the foreign one is the most wealthy and intelligent. One

cannot but hope that the Aztecs of Mexico may prove an exception

to the elsewhere universal process of extermination.

Heno.—Ow leaving Elcho, wc followed a mountain-pass which

is barricaded with basalt colunms, more picturesque tlian the ad-

mired Palisades of the Hudson, and this pass brought us out on

the banlv of the Humboldt River. Wc have followed its wild and

Morxii OF iiiii (DrroNwoiii) < aSdn.

winding way as it flows over an alkaline bed, destitute f»f vegeta-

tion, two hundred and fifty miles, until it spreads its waters over

a broad and sterile plain and sinks into the c.irtli. From this

])l;un we began the eastern ascent of the Sierra iVevada. The

l)oisonous mineral dust, raised by the wliirlwiud, was excoriating

as we passed over this desert of tlie desert, seeing neither tree nor

strci'm after leaving the lost river.
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"Wc declined here a pressing invitation to diverge and visit

Virginia City, as we had declined at Salt Lake, Ogden, Cheyenne,

and Onuilia, to diverge to other points of mining and political in-

terest. The fre(piency of theao invitations is strongly suggestive

of the ra[)idity with which branch railroads and common roads are

entwining the giant limbs of the new members of the republic.

What is the secret of this sudden and prodigious increase of

national energy in the prosecution of internal improvements s It

is one of the iirst fruits of the abolition of slavery. Conserratism

of the constitutional compromises in the interest of slavery, of

course in practice, became conservatism of slavery itself, and this

princi])le, developed in 1800, and gaining strength during fifty

years, has been eli'ectually obstructive of mat-rial improvement

and national progress.

Sacramento, August 2i>th.—The desert is passed at Reno. The

mountain scenery becomes fresh and cheerful with lentiful ever-

green forests, and, where they have been removed, rich meadows.

Mr. Stanford, Mr. Crocker, and Mr. Mills, met us on the way,

and accompanied us down the western slope of the Sierra Nevada,

a long journey, though the distance is short. The highest en-

gineering skill must have been employed in effecting this passage

through mountains so rugged, steep and wild. This morning the

engineer whistled " Down brakes ! " to avoid collision with a train

which seemed to be coming from the opposite direction, but which

proved to be the end of our own train. We left massive brown

mountains, deyp-blue lakes, and cafions clothed in evergreen, and

entered a broad plain, lightly shaded with gr(»ui)s of laurel and li. e-

oak. Xewly-harvested \vheat-fii'lds, and fields yet covered with

native oats, are boundless. Although the engineer had brought us

here in advance of the appointed hour, Mr. Seward was neverthe-

less greeted with a sals'o, aiul it wms not without ditficulty that we
made our way through the friendly mass who were gathered to

welcome liini.

A drive through city and suburbs, and over the race-course, a

dinner at Mr. Stanford's, and an evening reeoption at Mr. Crocker's,
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closed tlio (lay, f^iviiifjj us a plcasin<i; acquaintance with the refined

and spirited society of the capital of California.

San Fmncisco, September 1st.—Mr. Seward, desirous to avoid

an appearance t»f seekin*,' a renewal of the hospitalities extended to

him here last year, on his tour to Alaska and Mexico, ctlected a

quiet entrance into the town, and we have been the <z;uests, since

'-'**-. ^^'•h

SAN FKANCISCO.

1
!

our arrival, of his old friend and travelling-companion, Mr. Hastinijje.

We have visited the Cliif House ; and made for all, hut l\rr. Seward,

a first acquaintance with the Seal-Rocks, their amphibious inhabi-

tants, and the Pacific Ocean. We could not describe, if we should

attempt, the bcwildoriiii; land excursion ot two days, aiul the

ir..^nifiv'ent entertainment at I'elmont, which ^Iv. Ralston ,c:ave us,

or our beautiful steam-yacht excursion around the harbor and bay.

m

5*
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CIVILIZATION OF CALIFORNIA. 27

General Scofidd, late Secretary of War, now at the head of this

depjirtnieiit, and Admiral Wiiislow, the hero of the Kearsarge,

i'oniinan<linj^ tlio Pacific^ .squadron here, have entertained \m jfcner-

ously. Tiiesc! iiiid oilier ho.s[)italities, all crowded into one short

wccl<, I'losed last night with a ball at the house of Mr, Avery,

AVIiat caprices have niarke<l the civilization of California 1

Wrested from the native Indians, one hundred and fifty years ago,

to enlarge the dominion of Spaiu
;
parcelled fifty years afterward,

in large tracts, among bookish priests devoted to the conversion

of the dispossessed proprietors—hardly had the cathedrals and

t I.lhF IIOIISK. BAN fllAM'lSCO.

Mr. Hastings.

"Mr. Seward,

tbious inhabi-

if we shoidd

lays, and the

ston gave us,

Irbor and bay.

schools been esta^.lished, when revolution tore the tcrritoiw from

the hold of Spain, and the Republic of Mexico confiscated and

seized the entire domain. Then came purchase, conquest, and

rapid colonization, by the United States, These have left, Avith few

exceptions, neither ^Mexican proprietors to occupy, nor Spanish

priests to teach, nor Indians to be taught. The ( 'atholic churches

wore founded chiefly in ITTO-'TS. How little did their Imilders
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understand the mighty revcilution that had just then broken out

on the other side of tlie continent—a revohition that was destined

to modify not only tlio civil but also the ecclesiastical systems of the

earth

!

San Francisco, tliough only twenty years old, already assumes

the aspect, tone, and manners of an inter-continental empormm, a

counterpart to the Atlantic metropolis.

The absorbing topic here is, Chinese immigration. Mr. Seward

has declined an invitation given him by the anti-Chinese party to

explore the Chinese quarter, and see how unfit its inhabitants are

to become citizens of the United States ; and also a like invitation

from the Chinese settlers to make the same exi)loration, to see how

harmless and profitable that colonization is. The Kepublican party

have lately acqwiesced in the policy of exclusion, which has been

insisted upon so long and so strenuously by the Democratic party.

Mr. Seward protests finnly against this, and teaches that immigra-

tion and expansion are the main and inseparable elements of civili-

zation on the American Continent, and nowhere more needful or

beneficent than on the Pacific coast. He says confidently, to both

parties, that all attempts will fail to suppress or stifle either of those

invigorating forces.

GOLDEN UATB.
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CHAPTER II.

FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO JAPAN.

The Vessels of tho Pacific Mail Line.—Our Fellow-rassengers.—" The Great Company

of tlie Preachers."—The Chinese Passengers.—The Great Event of the Voyage.

—

The Moods of the Seu.—A Still Greater Event.—The Loss of a Day.—The Gyas-

cutus.—The Beginning of the End.—The Coast of Japan.—The Ocean-Fisheries.

Steamer China, Pacific Ocean, September 1, 1870.—Our party

having received its promised accessions, we embarked at noon.

More kind friends could not have come on board to take leave if

we had been long residents of San Francisco. If Mr. Seward had

been thirty years younger, such a parting would even then have

taxed his strength.

We passed the sometimes turbulent, but always majestic Golden

Gate, Avith scarcely a distui'bance of the ship's balance, and began

our voyage on a calm sea and under a bright sky.

September Uh.—The vessels of the Pacific Mail Line arc side-

wheel steamers, and in accommodations and appointments are sur-

passed only by the palatial boats on the Hudson River and Long

Island Sound. The China, four thousand three hundred tons bur-

den, is the smallest of them all. We enjoy an uninterrupted

promenade seven hundred feet in circuit on the upper deck. Wo
have sixty cabin-passengers, and might carry comfortably twice

that number. Among them are General Vlangally, the Russian

Minister returning from St. Petersburg to Peking, and half a

dozen English civil officers coming from "home" to their posts in

Japan and China. " Great," it must be confessed, " is the com-

pany of the preachers :" Fifteen American miss-ionarios with their
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P l\

wives and diililreji !—tho elder liimilios i"eturnin|^, and tl»o younfi;er

goiiif? for the first time to tiolds of labor in Japan, China, Siain,

and India ; United States naval otHi-ers, on their way to join tho

Asiatic squadron, four Enj^lish and as many American youths just

cmcrfi;od from colle«^o on an Eastern tour; a United States Treas-

ury afjjc nit, iio'mor to inspect the Oriental consulates; a id one Amer-

ican otHce-sceker, at least, proceediujj; to lay his claims before tho

Emperor of (Jhina at Peking. The gentlemen amuse theinselvea

with gymnastic games, tho ladies with music and books. An ex-

pert Japanese juggler entertains us in the cabin. In the steerage,

arc five hundred C'hinese returning home. They pay less than half

price, and are fed with the simple fare of their country. Knowing

no use of beds, they sleep on the floor. In tho middle of their

cabin they have made, with canvas, a dark room for opium-smoking.

When on deck, they appear neatly clad, and amuse themselves with

unintelligible and apparently interminable games of chance. The

annual immigration of Chinese to tho United States is twelve thou-

sand. They are invariably successful. Half the number go back

to China, either on visits or to remain. Our freights consist of

Mexican silver dollars, manufactured goods, agricultural machines,

carriages, furniture, flour, butter, fruits, drugs, and patent medicines.

These go in exchange for teas, silks, rice, and Chinese emigrants.

Septcmher GtL—The gcent event of the voyage occurred this

morning. All were on deck, in a state of pleasant excitement.

At seven o'clock, precisely the hour which the captain had fore-

told, the ship America, eighteen days from Yokohama, appeared

in a direct line before us, under full prcssm-e, and with square

sails set. Signals were promptly exchanged, and, to avoid colli-

sion, each ship turned slightly from its course and stopped. The
America has eighty cabin-passengers and four liundred Chinese.

The cabin-passengers on eitlier vessel cheered loudly, the Chinese

looking on silent and thoughtful, A well-manned gig, with an

officer in the stern, came bounding over tho waves, and deliv-

ered to us (Chinese and Japanese (European) newspapers, with a

bag of letters from her passengers. We, in return sent on board
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tlic latest American ncwspapois, and a nmil well ohargod with

letters to our friends at home. Tlio America's boat was then

hoisted to its davits, the waliiing-bearns of tho two giant sliij)*

MBKTINO OP TIIK BTRAMERB IN MID-OrEAW.

gracefully bowed to each other, the wheels gently revolved, tho

passengers repeated their cheers, and a gun from either deck an-

nounced that the meeting was over. Each vessel resumed its

course, and in a few moments not even a spyglass could discover

the waving of handkerchiefs or other signal on the deck of the

America.*

If we gave to the eastern-bound travellers the first news of the

European war, and of the death of Admiral Farragut, they in ex-

change gave us intelligence of an expected war between tho Euro-

pean powers and the Chinese Government, in consequence of the

recent dreadful massacre at Tien-Tsin. Every one is astonished

that Mr. Seward persists in his purpose of visiting Poking. He
Bays that France, in her present disabled condition, cannot make

war against China, and, without tho lead of France, no "Western

nation will.

* The telegraph from Shanghai reports that the America was bumed in the haibot

of Yokohama, August 25, 1872.
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Sej^temher l^th.—Those who wouhl know tho 8ca, have nood to

Btiuly its varyin;,' moods and aspcc'ts. They must, seo it in the hiter

hours of doxulloss ni^jflit, wlion it rejects tho bri^jjlit stars and con-

stiillations ; they must see it in thr morning twilight, when its

broad sm-faco seems contracted to a small, dark lake, and then un-

der the illumination of tho dawn it resumes its illimitable expanse.

Doubtless it is terrible in its more serious moods by reason of its

vastncss, darkness, and powerful agitation, all elements of the sub-

lime. Happily for us, we have not yet witnessed those moods.

September l(\th.—It was a mistal^o to pronounce our meeting

with the America, on the Cth, the event of tho voyage. A
greater one has just occurred. Our last date is tho lith. This

note is written on tho KJtli. Tho former entry certainly was

mfide yesterday. The chronometer marked eight o'clock at

night at Greenwich, at tho very hour when our clock, wliich

keeps the running time, marked eight o'clock in the morning. Wo
are half-way around tho world from Greenwich, and have lost just

half a day. It is quite clear that, if we should continue onward

making tho same discrepancy of time, we should have lost a whole

day on arriving at Greenwich. We might postpone the readjust-

ment of our ship's time until we reached Greenwich, but tho

scientific world has wisely decided that this readjustment shall

be made in every case by compromise on the 180th meridian, and

t]i:jrcfore, instead of striking out a half-day here, we strike out a

whole one.

If the absolute loss of one whole day out of our lives is a dis-

tressing thing to think of, we may console ourselves with Eed
Jacket's profound reflection. When a missionary had delivered be-

fore the Seneca nation, in council, a homily in the usual style on

the shortness of life, and tho necessity of improving its fleeting

hours, he called on them for an expression of their sentiments on

that important subject; Eed Jacket, hiiving duly consulted with

the chiefs, head men, women, and warriors, responded in their be-

half: "Red men have all the time there is going; they do not

SL'o that white men have any more."
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S^ptcmher 2<><A.—Four thousand miles from Snn Francisco.

Tho sea has como down from tho lon«if, surging swell of a few days

past, and is now smooth and glassy. Wo have entered tho outer

belt of the hot circular current which warms tho coasts of Japan,

Siheria, and Alaska.

A hrig under full sail is seen, though at a great distance, mov-

ing eastward. Everybody tries tho spy-glass to make her out.

When all have failed, a passenger, noted for eontroversiulism, pro-

nounces that the brig is tho Gyascutus, from Macao, bound for

Valparaiso, freighted with coolies. We all start at once, and ask,

•'How do you know'i" "I assort it to bo tho fact," he rcidies ;

" let him prove tho contrary who can. If this is not sufficient

proof, it is at least the same form of argument that our preacher

used in his sermon last night."

Sejiteniber 23^?.—Tho beginning of the end ! Every inch of the

deck, bulwarks, stanchions, rigging, and boats, has been scoured,

tarred, or painted, and the whole shij) is clean as a Shaker meeting-

house. Our five hundred steerage-passengers arc contined within

a rope-enclosure on the forward-deck—they appearing in now and

shining cotton clothes, with pates freshly shaven. A dozen women

are seen for the first time. All are engaged, especially the women,

in dropping handfuls of rice and small pieces of colored paper into

the sea, to propitiate tho gods for a safe arrival. Flying-tish sur-

round us ; one white-breasted gull has come to attend us into port

;

and a whale, the only one we have seen on the voyage, is spouting

in the distance.

Septemher 24<A.—The coast of Japan rises in a long, gray outline

over the dark sea, but Fusi Yama veils his head, and refuses to take

notice of our coming.

We have crossed the Pacific Ocean. ITow much it is to be re-

gretted tliat we must make ouch long stretches, and yet see so little

!

How profitable it would be to study the North-Pacific American

coast, the shores of Puget Sound, tho Territories on the Columbia

Eiver, and Alaska, in a near future the great fishery, forest, and
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mineral storehouses of the world !—the Aleutian chain of islands

hereafter to be the stepping-stones between the two continents.

We have lost a sight, alsa, not only of the Sandwich Islands, but

of Australia, a tilth contiu'- it on which a kindred people are devel-

TU8I rAMA, COAST OP JAPAN.

oping a state tii'tt may at some future day challenge comparison

with our own republic.

The Northern fisheries known in commerco are chiefly above

the 3ith parallel. The United States and Kussia own more than

half of the coast on both sides of the Piicltic, north of that parallel.

Mr. Sewai-d left, as a legacy in the State Department, an inchoate

negotiation of a treaty for reciprocity in those fisheries. Its im-

portance may b^ estimated by recalling the contiovcrsies and con-

flicts between the United States and Great HfitiMn, during the last

hundred years, which have arisen out of the fisheries on the Atlan-

tic coast.
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CHAPTER I.

YOKOHAMA AND ITS VICINITY.

The Boy of Tokobama.—Natives and Foreigners.—Native Costumes.—Japanese Bar-

l)ers.—The Tokaido.—Japanese Cemeteries, Gardens, and Temples.—Monks and

Monasteries.—Kamakura.—The Great Statue of Buddha.—The Daibutz.

Tokohama^ September ^oth.—Night closed with more than

moonless darkness. "With a true seaman's solicitude for the good

name of his ship, Captain Freeman still promised that we should

anchor before midnight. "Who could think of sleeping when the

lights of our first Asiatic port were so near? "We walked the deck

around and around, from stem to stern ; wo tried whist, we drew

uncoiinted symphonies froni the piano—but no consolation. The

ship scarcely moved, and the equinoctial 24:th day of September

became the longest of all the days in the year. Time lagged more

and more tediously between the hours of eleven and twelve. At

last we gave it up, and went to rest. "We were wakened by the

ship's gun, and the slow dropping of the anchor. The morning

brought an explanation. The ship's clock had been retarded, and

did not announce the hour of twelve until the chronometer marked

half-past two.

The bay of Yokohama is as spacious, and its surroundings are

as beautiful, as those of Hampton Roads. The landscape recedes

gracefully from the shore, and high above the beaullful scene Fusi

Yama's sacred brow reflects the glowing smile of the morning sun.

The hills and valleys wear all the freshness of spring. It is Sun-

day
; the harbor is gay with the ilags of many nations on men-of-
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war and mcrchant-sliips, and is made more animated by the quaint

Japanese craft and their shouting, grotesque, native managers.

Yol'ohama, Septemher 20^/t.—The United States minister, Mr.

Dc Long, Cai)tain MeCrea, of the Asiatic s(piadron, Mr. Shepard

the consul at Yeddo, Mr. AValsh, and other American citizens, came

on board, and after kind expressions of Avelcome and congra' r ation

conducted lis to Mr. Walsh's residence.

Captain McCrca received Mr. Seward and his friends with na-

tional honors on board the United States steamship-of-war Monocacy.

Accustomed at home to the intermingling of all classes, condi-

tions, and races, in subjection to one system of laws ; 1 tribunals,

with common standards of morals and manners, we au as yet un-

prepared for the ditfercnt constitution of society we find here

:

instead of one community, two, standing side by side, each inde-

pendent of the other—the one native, the other foreign.

The native population of Jai)an is forty millions, all of the Mongo-

lian type ;* the so-called European popidation, five thousand, temj)o-

rarily residing here from various nations, including the Tnited States.

These foreigners are gathered upon tracts of land, one, three or six

miles square, called concessions, adjacent to native cities in the chief

ports of this nuu-itime emjjire. These foreign settlements are cor-

porations, regulated and protected by the several foreign nations, and

are copied in all respects from Western models, while the unpaved

native cities, built of firs and cedars, thatched with bamboo and cane,

are as perfectly Japanese as if a European had never touched the coast.

It may be conceived that it is difficult for the transient traveller,

who always sojourns among his countrymen, and speaks with the

natives only through an inteiiireter, to study Japan or its j)co]de.

The Japanese, however they may have been hei-etofore, are not now
jealous or suspicious. They labor cheerfully on the wharves, serve

faithfully in foreign families witliiu the concessions, and nianuiac-

ture, in their own districts, articles of furniture and fancy goods for

foreign markets. They are polite, sagacious, and skilful traders.

If?:''

y^Bff

• The Priino-Minister infonna Mr. Seward tliat the census recently taken gave thirty-

five (35) miUions, but that it was erroneou.s. He estimutcs the populutiun at lil'ty uiillions.
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September 27M.—The reproseiitatious of native costumes on tlio

Jai)anc'se porcelain and lacquer-work, which are found on our tables

and in our parlors at home, are not less accurate than spirited.

The coarse, black hair is a chief object of pride and care. The

JAI'ANKSG UAltUKlUi.

barber with his scissors, combs, razors, and pomatum, is seen at all

hours of the day in the most public places. The women brush the



40 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COCIl CHINA.

linir away from the temples d hi Pomjmdour, and gather it up uiulcr

a small smooth putt' at the back of the head with gilt and vermilion

pins. The hair of the men is shorn entirely ott' the crown, leaving

cnongh at the sides and back to be drawn upward and fastened

in a graceless and meaningless knot. The efl'ect is simply shock-

ing. The barber-work being performed oidy three times a week,

care is taken to prevent disarrangement in the intervals. They

use, instead of a pillow, a wooden block adjusted to the shape of the

neck. The pomatum so lavishly apjilied is extracted from an herb,

which, growing in the caves of the houses, makes a pretty green

fringe for the brown thatched roofs. They say that one of the em-

perors, for sumptuary reasons, forbade the cultivation of this plant

in the fields. Thus the people, while evading the law, beautify

their dwellings.

Here, as in Alaska and in ancient Mexico, civil economy re-

3! '^^^^m^m$m:^^'y
JAPANKSE niRLS.

quires that the married and unmarried women shall wear distin-

guishing badges. The girl, with full hair tastefully arranged, Avith

white teeth, and with the free iise of cosmetics, and a scrupulously

modest costume, is attractive ; when married, her eyebrows arc

immediately shaven otF, her teeth are stained jet-black, the orna-

ments are removed from her hair, and she becomes repulsive.
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Wherever a city of the living is, there is also a greater city of

the dead. The Japanese bury on the hill-sides. Though cremation

JAPANESE CEMETEnT.
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eyebrows are
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pulsive.

is sometimes practised, the body is more generally interred in a

sitting posture, cramped within a plain, white, s(puire box, borne to

the grave on men's shoulders. All who attend, wear white nioum-

ing-bndgfis. Women do not appear in the ])rocession8. T5urial is

without pomp and pageantry. A black or gray stone obelirik is

raised over the grave.

All the cemeteries are crowded, but doubtless this is due to the

economy of land required by so dense a population. They are,

however, always shaded and green.
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Sejytember 2SM.—Wo iniide an excurHion, hy boat, to-day, oij

tho bay of Yedtlo, to Kaiia<i;awa, and its prociiicts. The Tokaido,

tlic higl)-road wliicli traversos the i«hind ofNiplion, passes tliroii^di

the town. A crowd of I)oth sexes and all ages gathered and stared

at our landing. Tho architecture of Japanese towns and villages

is monotonous. The buildings, public and i)rivat«, are snudl and

huddled together. It was a pleasing surprise to find the railroad

to Yeddo in process of construction. It is undertaken by a native

company, using only Japanese capital, credit, and labor. By-tho-

way, the projectors are becoming timid in prosecuting tho work,

under an apprehension that, when it shall be completed, foreigners

will base extortionate claims on any accidental injuries they may

suffer.

Ascending a high hill, just beyond tho town of Kanagawa, wo

enjoyed onr first interior view of Japanese rural scenery. Thence-

forward we had a path only five or six feet wide, which winds

across the plains and around the hill-sides, not on any principle of

road-making, but simply for the convenient use of the soil. The

hill-tops are covered with majestic cypresses and yew-trees, inter-

mingled with the chestnut, holly, pine, persimmon, and camphor.

At their bases are thick groves of tho slender bamboo, which, be-

sides being highly ornamental, is the most variously useful of all

the woods in the East.

The althea, the lily, the japonica, the arbor-vitre, the wisteria,

the passion-flower, and many other shrubs and creepers, which re-

quire so much care and labor in our gardens and greenhouses, are

luxuriant here. There is no waste, either by rock, marsh, or jun-

gle ; every hill is terraced, every acre irrigated, every square foot

of land covered by some tree, cereal, or esculent. Instead of farms,

there arc small plots, and each is tilled with cotton, flax, wheat,

barley, sugar, beets, peppers, sweet-potatoes, cabbages, turnips, and

other vegetables, by a single fomily, with care equal to that which

is bestowed on our flower-beds. No allowance is made for even

accidental waste of the crop. The individual wheat-stalk which is

bent do\vn by the storm is restored and supported. Each head of

rice, each particular boll of cotton, is kept in its place until care-
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fully removed by he husbandinati's hand. There is no loss of

time in gathering the crops into garners ; as fast as the product

ripens, it is harvested and immediately prepared for the market.

Despotism, though often cruel, is not always blind. A law of the

empire obliges every one who fells a tree to i)lant another. In

the midst of this rich and beautiful landscape, within an enclosure

of two hundred acres, stands a Buddhist temple, with an adjoining

monast'M-y, surrounded by groves such as Povv^ning might have

designed. We came upon the base of the temple by successive

flights of steps, each reaching from a platform below to a more con-

tracted one above. The edifices are constructed of wood, which is

generally used in Japan, for greater securiiy against earthquL\ke8.

The temple has an overhan'^ing roof and portico, which are

imique and graceful. Tiic» coiumns, architraves and cornices are

elaborately, though grotesipiely carved. The bonzes received and

conducted us through the sacred edifices with ceremonious polite-

ness, requiring us to leave our boots at the door, not as a re-

ligious observance, but as a regulation of domestic economy. These

priests are vowed to celibacy and temperance, and in their ton-

sure and habit they resemble Carmelite friars, except that their

spotless white raiment is not of wool, but of soft silk. The monas-

tery is divided into numerous apartments by sliding paper doors,

but all these were thrown open to us. A fine, clean oamboo mat,

two inches thick, is spread on every floor, and serves for " bed and

board." There is no other furniture. While we were enjoyisig

our collation in one apartment, the bonzes were taking tea and

smoking in the next one. Each bonze, before lifting his teacup or

bringing his pipe to his lips, brought his head half a dozen times

to the floor by way of compliment to his several companions. We
inferred that some of the party were pilgrims, enjoying the hospitali-

ties of the house. The temple is a square enclosure, with an open

corridor on every side. Nearly the whole floor is covered with a

dais, in the centre of which is a large altar, with a smaller one on

either side. Over each a carved image—the middle one, Buddha ;

on his right, the mythological mikado, on the left an apostle or

lawgiver. No space is allowed for worshippers. They prostrate
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themselves at the porch, and arc content with throwing small coins

into the treasury just within the door. A cemetery near the tem-

ple is crowded with monuments of pilgrim princes and saints.

Take away from tliis temple its pagan devices and emhlcms, and

the whole place would seem to be pervaded with the very spirit of

religious devotion. It combines seclusion, repose, and silence with

solemnity. The good monks dismissed us with many blessings,

after having obtained Mr. Seward's leave to visit him at Yokohama.

On our return, we found the bay highly agitated. Discarding the

life-boats of the Monocacy, we crossed in a native craft, rowed by

a vigilant and active though excited and vehement crew.

S-vytemher ZOth.—A second excursion, this time overland to

Kanagawa, southward on the Tokaido. A hundred years ago, no

part of the United States, perhaps few countries in Europe, afforded

a road equal to this in firmness and smoothness. At intervals, hot

TEA-nOVSE OX TUB TOKAIDO,

tea in tiny cups, with cakes and sugar-plums, was brought out to us

by pretty girls, artistes in dance and song. The beverage might not

b^ declined, though we were not allowed to pay for it. In many

places we found circular benches arranged under trees five hundre 1
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years old. This frequent provision for rest and refreshment is due

to the circumstance that travel in Japan is principally performed by

pedestrians, with the occasional use of chairs. Daimios have always

used horses, and recently foreigners have introduced vehicles.

rht out to US

Ice might not

OBUUP ON TUB TOKAIOO.

The Japanese are a busy as well as a frugal people. Thiclcly-

clustCiing houses, booths, and work-sho])s nearly close the road

on either side, making it difficult to distinguish where a rural

district begins or ends. Occasionally a vacant space opens a beau-
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tiful vista. At the end of twenty miles we sent our carriages back

to ydiohania, and proceeded in chairs by a narrow path over a

lofty hill, and then came down on the ocean-beach. The feet of

our coolie bearers sank deep in the sand, but we enjoyed the re-

freshing spray which dashed in our faces. Then leaving '

' o shore,

and following a rugged mountain-path, we came upon a high plain,

where once stood the renowned ecclesiastical capital, Kamakura.

Practically speaking, Japan has no ruins. An extensive and hand-

TEMPLB AT K.V»lAliUI*.A.

some temple, which still maintains its prestige, is the only monu-

ment of the ancient city. A few miles beyond this temple, we left

our chairs, and, diverging from the road, we confronted a higli

wooden arch, fantastically painted witli bright green, blue and yel-

low colors. On either side of the arch is a carved bronze demon,

fifteen feet high, protected by an iron railing. These figures, de-

signed to be terrific, are simply hideous. They are plastered over

with moistened paper pellets, which have been cast on them by i)as8-

Ing pilgriuis. The adhesion of the pellet is taken as an assurance
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that the monster is appeased, and consents to the visit of a votary.

Trusting that the missiles which our bearers had thrown upon

the demons had propitiated them in our favor, we boldly en-

tered the gate. Ascending a solid flight of steps, we reached a

paved court, three sides of which are graced with monumental

shrines of stone and bronze. On a pedestal six feet high, in the

centre of the square, is the gigantic statue of Buddha (famous as

the Daibutz), sitting with crossed legs, on a lotus-flower. Though

description by measurement is not poetical, we must use it to con-

vey an idea of this colossal idol. It is fifty feet high, a hundred

only monu-

mple, we left

nted a high

blue and ycl-

onze demon,

figures, de-

asterod over

hem by ])as8-

an assurance

feet in circnmfercnco at the base, and the head is nine feet long

;

the hands are brought together in front, with thumbs joined ; the

head is covered with metallic snails, which are supposed to protect

the god from the sim. Some travellers find in the face an expres-
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sion of sublime contemplation ; to us it seems dull and meaning-

less. The statue being made of bronze plates, is hollow; the

interior is shaped and fitted as a temple. "We are inclined to be-

lieve that the Japanese have lost their early reverence for the

Daibutz ; we find the walls covered with the autographs of pilgrims

and travellers. The bonzes invited us to register our own names,

and they offer to sell the god to any purchaser for the price of old

copper.

JAPAHMB BONZaS.
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CHAPTER II.

VISIT TO YEDDO.—INTERVIEW V/ITII THE MIKADO.

Interview with the Japanese Prime-Minister.—Tremendous Storm.—Some Points of

History.—The Miliado and the Tycoon.—Japanese Foreign Ofl9ce.—Minister Sawa.

—The Question of Saghalien.—Tlie Tombs of the Tycoons.—A Speck of War.—The
Delmonico of Yeddo.—Sketches of Yeddo.—The Inteiview with the Mikado.

On hoard the Monocacy, Bay of Yeddo, October lat.—On Mr.

Seward's arrival at Yokohama, the Japanese Government at Yeddo

invited him to a banquet in the palace of the Hamagoten. The

Japanese ministry, with other official persons, In all six hundred,

were to be present, and the prime-minister was to preside. Mr.

Seward excused himself on the ground that the condition of his

health and his habito oblige him to forego large assemblies. He
wrote, at the same time, that he intended visiting the capital in a

private manner, and that it would afford him pleasure if allowed to

pay his respects to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. This morn-

ing, we set out on the excursion thus proposed, in the Monocacy,

accompanied by Mr. De Long ; we arrived at the anchorage before

Yeddo, at five o'clock, expecting to land immediately, under the

ship's salute.

Since our arrival at Yokohama the weather has been intensely

hot, and everybody has been predicting some fearful convulsion of

earthquake or tempest. A wind with heavy rain gave us a rough

voyage; but the sea has now calmed, though the rain continues.

Mr. Seward, protesting against delay, asked for boats \vhen the

anchor dropped. The ladies shrank from exposure; even the
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United States minister became demoralized, and Mr. Seward was

overruled ; so here we are, lying five miles from "Veddo, under the

guns of a long line of Japanese forts, built on shoals, midway be-

tween our anchorage and the city. The naval officers are to give

up their quarters to us for the night, in expectation of a calm sea

and cloudless sky to-morrow ; an expectation which Mr. Seward

desires it to be distinctly understood he does uot share. In the

mean time they are entertaining us with music and conversation.

Yeddo, October 2(7,.—Mr. Seward was riglit. We retired at

eleven o'clock, to the very narrow " regulation berths," imprisoning

ourselves with close mosquito-nets, in the smallest of state-rooms,

looking through the open ports at a very silvery moon, bright stars,

and a smooth sea, the sliip drawing nine feet on an anchorage of

three fathoms. Between us and the forts, the harbor was covered

with vessels, including a large number of Japanese steamers and

other boats, as well as Chinese junks. Some of these lay quite near

to us. There was no sleep. At four o'clock in the morning, a phos-

phorescent wave, pouring through the open ports, deluged our

state-rooms. At this juncture, the order came down the hatch-

way, " Close the ports." The steward informed us that there was

"something of a high sea." Wrapping ourselves in our now

thoroughly-wetted garments, we loished into the dark cabin, and

there overheard low conversation on the deck, which expressed

apprehension of a fearful storm.

We were on deck at break of day. The sky wore a copper hue

;

the air grew intensely hot ; the barometer fell from 30° 50' to 28°

;

a violent wind seemed to come from all quarters, and, in the midst

of a deluge of rain, blew the sea from underneath the ship, causing

her continually to bound and rebound on the sandy bottom. It

was the typhoon ! Nevertheless, we remained on deck, lashed fast

in our seats, preferring the open tempest there to the close and

nauseating cabin. The captain was self-collected ; he ordered the

top-masts down, and every spar well secured. Three anchors, the

ship's entire ground-tackle, were thrown out ; every vessel, and

every other object on sea and land, now disappeared from our view.



STORM IN THE BAY. 51

. Seward was

do, under tlio

1, midway be-

B are to give

of a calm sea

Mr. Seward

liarc. In the

)nversation.

We retired at

," imprisoning

>f state-rooms,

n, bright stars,

L anchorage of

or was covered

J steamers and

e lay quite near

lorning, a phos-

8, dehiged our

»wn the hatch-

I that there was

28 in our now

lark cabin, and

hich expressed

s a copper hue

;

30° 50' to 28°

;

id, in the midst

^le ship, causing

,dy bottom. It

ieck, laslied fast

the close and

he ordered the

ee anchors, the

cry vessel, and

from our view.

"With confused fears that some ship might be driving against us, or

that we might be dragging toward a lee-shore, we put our engines

in motion, to keep the Monocacy up to her anchors. The more

juvenile officers, of whom, of course there were many, enlivened the

dark and dreary hours by whispered accounts ^)f all the ships which

had been wrecked, or escaped wreck, in all the typhoons, and all

the tidal waves, and all the earthquakes that have raged in Asiatic

waters, or in any other seas, within the memory of man.

At twelve o'clock, we were driven from the deck by alarms that

the guns were breaking loose from their fastenings, that the bul-

warks and stanchions were giving way, and the bending masts and

spars would crush us. We took refuge once more in the cabin,

uncertain v/hether the ship was parting her anchors, or breaking

to pieces in her berth. All the hatchways bring closed, exclud-

ing air except through a convoluted funnel, a lethargy came over

us, which made some helpless, and nearly all hopeless. About two

o'clock, an offi^^^r, anxiously and carefully consulting the glass, said

in a low voice, " It is rising," and, after a few seconds more, he ex-

claimed, "It is the end ! " And so it was.

In half an hour we were on deck again. The sky was bright,

and the sea, though yet rolling, had lost its violence. But the

vessels which had been moored in such dangerous proximity were

no longer there. The lee-shore was so near that we wondered at

our presumption in having anchored there. At five o'clock, a full

boat's crew manned a prize-gig, and with bright and merry oars

rowed us around the forts to tlie wharf of the consulate at Yeddo.

On the way we passed a crowded steamer, broken directly in the

middle, and hanging across the rampart of the upper fort ; while a

dozen vessels were seen half out of water in the shallow and treach-

erous bay. When we saw the broken walls, overturned trees and

fallen buildings on the shore, we were con%nnced that our anchorage

in the bay was the safer refuge, notwithstanding all its terrors.

: The Monocacy had neither parted a rope nor started a nail, while

1 the consulate had been beaten and shattered on all sides and in

I

every part.

Sunset came on ; while there was no rainbow, all the prismatic
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colors and hues were painted on the broken and rolling clouds, as

brilliantly and as distinctly as they are ever seen in the " arch of

promise " itself.

With what grateful emotions did we reflect that the tempest

which so often breaks and destroys the stanchest of ships in the

Eastern seas, had been in this mstance withheld, not only until we

had crossed the gv^-^t occun, but even until we had found an anchor-

age from which v ^-i -held the terrific phenomenon withoi'.t

disaster I

Monday, October Zd.—The Monocacy having done her best to

rouse the sleepers of the capital by a salute to Mr. Seward, returned

oown the bay to Yokohama. Thanks to her brave officers and no-

ble crew, with earnest wishes for their health and promotion.

The damages of the consulate have been repaired sufficiently

for our comfortable accommodation. We are guests of the minister

and^the consul. At an early hour an officer came from the Minister

of Foreign Affairs, to learn when Mr. Seward would make his

promised visit. He appointed ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Before we go to the foreign office, it may be well to recall

some points of history, in order to make our observations on Yeddo

intelligible.

The people of Japan, whether indigenous here or derived from

Siberia, assumed political organization, according to their own

records, about twenty-four hundred years ago, in the two' islands

of Niphon and Kiusiu. They were governed by an emperor, who,

being descended from the gods, was divine and absolute on eartli,

and when he died was worshipped. Not only was his person too

sacred to be looked upon by a 6trang?r, but even the sun must not

shine on his head. It was sacrilegious to touch the dishes from

which he ate. At his death, his twelve wives and all their attend-

ants committed hari-Jcari. These attributes are still popularly con-

ceded to him. As vicegerent of Heaven, he wears the title of

Tenno; as sovereign in temporal affairs, he is the Mikado or

Emperor.

Miako, some thirty miles inland, was his ancient capital, and
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Osaka its seaport. The Empevor by divine right owned the lands

in the empire, and in time graciously divided them into provinces;

rataining five or more of these for himself, he parcelled out the

others among great lords or princes, called daimios. In the thir-

teenth century, a rebellion arose in the empire, and the Mikado,

remaining at Miako, committed the defence of the state to the

richest and strongest one of these daimios, who wore the title of

" Tycoon," This military commander, after a short time, absorbed

the temporal sovereignty and reigned absolutely. Yeddo thus be-

came a third capital of the empire.

The Tycoon, nevertheless, paid homage to the Mikado, who re-

tained his titular rank, and unquestioned spiritual authority and

preeminence. Besides the proper revenues of his own five prov-

inces, the Mikado enjoyed, for the support of his dignity, an annual

allowance made by the Tycoon, out of the general revenuee of the

empire. As he cultivated religion and such science as the age

allowed, Miako became the centre of intelligence and loarning. It

still retains this distinction. Osaka being an alternate residence of

the Mikado, it partook of the sanctity of the capital.

By degrees the Mikado, free from all responsibility for admin-

istration, grew in the affections of the people, while the Tycoon,

exercising his power despotically, and held responsible for all na-

tional disasters and misfortunes, became an object of public jealousy

and hatred. It was at this juncture that the United States, through

Commodore Perry, and the European powers afterward, made their

treaties with the Tycoon, in ignorance of any pretensions on the

part of the Mikado to temporal power. It was the Tycoon who
sent two successive embassies to the United States, one in 1860 and

the other in 18G8. In 1865, the ministers of the Western powers,

residing at Yeddo, wrote alarming accounts of popiilar discontents

with the Tycoon's administration, and of frantic appeals made to

the Mikado to resume the sovereign power, annul the treaties, and

expel foreigners from the empire. For this object, a party was

formed by powerful daimios and fanatical ecclesiastics.

While matters were in this situation, a yoimg daimio, son of

the powerful Prince Satsuma, was improving an academic vacation
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in England, to visit tlio United States. IIo went to Mr. Soward,

in tlio Dopiirtment of State. IIo in(iiiired of the print-o to which

of the local parties in Japan lie belonged. To Mr. Seward's sur-

prise, he answered, "to the Mikado's." "What," f-aid Mr. Sutumi,

"is the cause of the civil war, and what (piestion does it involved'

IIo re])lied :
" The Tycoon, who has no title to the throne, but is only

a general in the imperial service, some tiino ago usur|)ed the gov-

ernment, and claims to transmit it to his heirs. This usurpation is

intolerable." "How long," said Mr. Seward, "since this xisurpa-

tion waa committed ? " " Oh, it is very recent—it la only six hun-

dred years since it occurred."

The revolution was successful, tho dynasty of the Tycoon was

abolished, and the heaven-descended Mikado in the year 18G8,

leaving his spiritual scat at Miako, repaired to Yeddo, and fully

resumed tho throne of his ancestors. lie promptly confirmed

the treaties, and of course was duly recognized by the Western

powers.

«'

October ith.—At nine this morning a cavalry-oscort was placed

at Mr. Seward's command. It is attentive and orderly, although,

according to our Western ideas, not particularly well mounted or

disciplined.

After a diligent exploration of tho two or three European livery-

stables in the city, the consul succeeded in procuring three " I-

worn English carriages, drawn by native ponies, like those t our

escort. Taking no heed of the suggestion that women arc forbidden

in Japanese society, and unknown at court, Mr. Sewiird proceeded

to the foreign office with the ladies, tiiO minister, Mr. Randall

and the consul. (Mr. George F. Seward and Mrc. Seward have

gone forward to Shanghai.) As we drove through the streets, we

found them filled with gayly-dressod and merry crowds, and thus

learned that Mr. Seward's appointment had fallen on odo of the

numerous national holidays.

The foreign office is in the centre of a paved court, which is

enclosed by a stone-wall twelve feet high. The gates were wide

open ; Mr. Seward and his friends were received by hundreds of
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tabic covered with an ornamental cloth, a small Brussels rug spread

under the table, and upon it a lacquered box fille^ with cheroots,

and a rich bronze brazier containing live charcoal. We eat on

stools in the order indicated by the Japanese usher, Mr. Sew-

ard being next the seat reserved for the host. Presently, with

great rustling of silks, Sawa, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, entered.

He bowed many times very low. He then gave his hand to Mr.

Seward in the American fashion, and afterward to the other visitors,

as they were ^rmally presented, manifesting, however, some slight

embarrassment in exchanging this form of courtesy with the ladies.

Well he might, for " be it known unto all to whom these presents

shall come" that they are the only women, of whatever nation or

race, who, within the memory of man, have been received in an

official circle in Japan. The Japanese Government is not behind

the ancient court of Haroun-al-Raschid, in the opinion that " women

have little sense and no religion." The porch of a temple in the

Interior has this inscription :
" Neither horses, cattle, nor women,

admitted here."

Sawa is live feet ton, and stout. He has the features of the

Mongolian, with its complexion a little relieved, clear, mild eyes,

and an expression at once intelligent and amiable ; his hands and

feet very small and delicate, his hair gathered up from all sides,

elaborately oiled, and brushed and fastened in a knot. On the top

of his head rested a curiously-carved jet-black lacquered cap, which

by its shape reminded us of a toy-boat. This ornament was fast-

ened under the chin and behind the head, by heavy purple silken

cords with tassels large enough for modest window-curtains. His

dress was double—an under-timic and trousers of dark silk reps

;

the upper garments, of the same cut, though more full and flowing,

wore of gold and white brocade. He wore spotless white shoes

and stockings—the shoe and stocking of each foot being of one

piece ; at his side a single sword, highly wrought, with hilt and

scabbard of ivory and gold. Some show of awkwardness gave us

an impression that he found his magnificent toilet, on this occasion,

inconvenient and uncomfortable. Looking at Mr. Seward, Sawa,

in a very low voice, pronounced, in the Japanese language, what
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sounded like not one speech, but a succession of distinct sen-

tences. The interpreter Ishtabashi, kneeling at his side, at the

close of each sentence signified his imderstanding of it by the

aspirate " Hi ! hi ! hi !
" Sawa having finished, Ishtabashi gathered

lAPANESE INTKUrRETKR, I.N COLRT DUESS.

up the sense of these fragmentary speeches, and rendered the whole

into English, as follows

:

" Mr. Seward, all the ministers of Japan proposed to receive

you on your arrival at Yeddo, at such a time as you would appoint.

But this is a holiday in our country. It is our custom that at this

liour, on every holiday, all the ministers repair to the castle,

and pay their homages to his Majesty the Tonno. The other

ministers have gone there for that purpose. I have t>btained from
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liis Majesty the indulgence to remain here, and receive you in

behaif of my associates/'

Mr. Seward thanked the minister, and expressed regret that he

liad unwittingly chosen so unsuitable a day for his visit.

Sawa resumed :
" I have heard of you much, and I know you

by character. I sec your face now for the first time, and I am
happy to see it."

Mr. Seward answered, that it aftbrded him great pleasure to see

Japan, and become ac(piainted with its goverujuent.

The Minister: "I am happy that you have arrived safely after

so long a journey. I ^eo that you are very old and very hand-

some. You show high resolution in making so great a voyage.

All of us will be glad to avail ourbelves of your large experience as

a statesman."

We are not a practical reporter, and therefo'v; cannot detail the

long and interesting conversation Avhich followed. It was highly

deferential on both sides. Some parts of it showed that the pro-

fession of politics is the same in Japan as in other countries. Sawa

was asking Mr. Seward's good offices to obtain a mediation by the

United States Government, to efioi t an adjustment with Russia of

the boundary-question which involves the title to the island of

Saghalien. Mr. Seward, hardly willing to assume so grave a

responsibility, tried to divert Sawa's attention from it, f-tying that

the United States and Russia were once near neighbors on the

other side of the Pacific Ocean, and that a dispute arose between

them concerning the right of American seamen to take fish in

Russian waters. The controversy, just at the moment when it was

becoming serious, was happily brought to an end by the United

States purchasing the entire Russian ])osses.sions on tlie American

Continent. "What would you thiidc," ho addcxl, playfully, "of a

suggestion that Japan shall, in the same way, piuvliase Saglialien i'

"'

The minister hesitated, cast his eyes on the floor, and metli-

tated ; then, looking up with a smile of conscious satisfaction, he

answered : "All our histories agree that the entire island of Sagha-

lien belongs to Ja])an now. We could not buy from Russia terri-

tory which we own ourselves !

"
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" That is so," replied Mr. Seward, " and, if the people of Japan

are like the people of the United States, yuu will very soon lind

out that you can no more sell your own territory to others than

you can buy it from them."

During the conversation, tea and cigars, and afterward cham-

pagne and cakes, were served by attendants who crouched on the

floor whenever they received or executed a command. After an

hour and a half passed, Sawa mentioned the places of special inter-

est in Yeddo which he thought Mr. Seward ought to see, and ex-

plained the arrangements which had been made for that puii)08e ;

then stipulating a private interview with Mr. De Long for the

afternoon, the Minister of P'oreign Afl'airs rose and took a graceful

leave bv bowing and shaking hands cordially with the whole party.

Yeddo is a singular combination of compactly-built and densely-

inhabited districts, with intervening gardens and groves, appropri-

ated to civil and religious uses. When in one of those populous

districts, it is difficult to conceive that the whole vast city is not

built in the same way ; and when in one of the deeply-shaded parks,

it is impossible to realize that you are in the heart of a great city.

As Sawa had suggested, we proceeded first to Sheba, the spa-

cious grounds which contain the colossal tombs of the Tycoons w ho

ruled in Japan so many centuries. Some of the tombs are of

granite, others of bronze. They surpass, not only in costliness,

but in impressive etfect, any imperial or royal modern cemetery

in the West. The sarcophagus, the obelisk, and the shaft, forms

familiar in Western monumental architecture, equally prevail here.

The monuments bear no epitaphs, but each is surrounded with

many lantern-bearing votive shrines, covered with inscriptions

conimomorativc of the virtues and achievements of the dead, and

expressing the affection and gratitude of the princes by whom the

tributary structures were erected. The domain is planted with

great taste. Each i)articular tree and shrub has been formed and

tniiui'd into a shape suggestive of religious sentiment.

By the side of the cemetery stands the Tem])1c of Sheba. What
with hideous devices of the great red dragon of Japan, with his

forked wing.-;, flaming mane, and powerful claws, the"monstrou8

my^'
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transfonnations of BudcUia into lions rampant and roavinjjj, ]wa-

coeks proiii and strutting;, and sagaciouo storks stalking and

prophesying, the interior of tlic temple is a weird combination

of the mythic and the tcnifle.

Though we have oxporionced neither menace nor insult, our

guard is nevertheless indispensable t(» protect us against intrusive

curiosity. The crr^wds gather around, and follow us wherever wc

alight and wherever wc go. Perhaps the escort might be needed

in case of sudden exciteme' :- or tumult, such as is liable to happen

in every great cit".

That was uoL onlv a seasonable but a pretty and pleasant break-

fast which Sir IIjctv and Lady Parkes gave us at the l>ritish lega-

tion. Tf iiu lint ne( d the after d'n'O'tboiement of native legerdemain.

The zeal ;u)d eliiciency of Sir Harry Parkes, as minister, are well

known. Lady P.irkes is not less distinguished for the spirited man-

ner in which she sustains him in his dii)l(>mati(; studies and labors.

AVe left the British legation in compact {n'ocession, as we had

entered it, Mr. Seward and Mr. De Long leading in a pony-carriage.
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Mr. Be Long driving. Three other carriages followed, attended by

the consul, and the whole surrounded by the escort. For a time the

carriages in the rear had the forward one in full view, while its occu-

pants, frequently looking back, exchanged greetings. Mr. Seward

and Mr. Dc Long at length reached the high stone bridge, built

uiurisil i.EiiATluN, vi;ni>...

across one of the canals, and lamons in Japanese history as the

Xip])on-Ba3, There they became aware that the other carriages

had ihllcu out of sight. The street which intervened was tilled

with holiday crowds, drawing huge, painted idols, mounted on low
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trucks. These ci-owdrt wore rni)i(lly niovinp; in the direction of the

missing carriages. The guards avIio surroiind'^d the forward car-

riage g( sticulated. in a manner betukening alarm. Mr. Do Long, a

Western gentleman, becoming excited, paid to Mr, Seward, "There

is a tight; the ladies are attacked!" With this exclamation, he

sjn'ang from the carriage and rushed back at the top of his speed,

his long whip in his left hand and a Colt's revolver in his riglit,

determined to etfcct a rescue. Mr. Sewai'd remained sitting in the

little pony-carriage on the Tsippon-B,.s, attracting a eonstantly in-

creasing native crowd. Mr. Do Long, scattering the natives right

and left, found the carriages in the dear, open street, a hundred

rods distant from the bridge and vacant, while, upon the matted

floor of a silk-merchant's "go-dov.-n," he found the ladies with the

consul, sipi)iug tea, a ceremony always introductory here to tlic

cheai)ening of Japanese crapes and gauzes. Without saying a word,

the minister pocketed his revolver, and, lowering his whip in the

most pacific manner, walked quickly back to Mr. Seward, whom he

fourul safe on tlic bridge. Even at this hour of writing, it remains

uncertain wliat was the sentiment which overpowered Mr. De Long

at this discovery, whether it was one of satisfaction at finding his

pi'oti'gi'es in safety, or of mortification at having so impulsively

yielded to groundless alarm. Neither the advance-guard, nor the

main body of the procession, lias been able to discover what was

the occasion of the Japanese excitement which produced so much

trouble.

Oetohe)' ^>th.—A busy day, hut less eventful. We have visited

the Ilamagoten and its palace, where Mr. Seward was to have been

feasted. The pahice, built and ornamented in Japanese style, is

luxuriously furnished in the Eur(»pean. One of the saloons is ap-

propriately called the Cool-room, its walls and ceilings being deco-

rated exclusively with huge pictured fans, in many difi'erent ]iosi-

tions, and so well executed that you might fancy that you feel the

air stirred by their motion. The grounds are as extensive as those

of Central Park in Xew Y<u'k, and not less elaborately embellished.

There are quaint bamboo summer-houses, n-ith pretty scroll roofs.



reclion of the

s forward ciu'-

[r. I )c Lon^, ii

!\var(l, "There

vcflfuiiation, ho

> of his spet'il,

• in his rijjjht,

I Bitting in the

constantly iu-

s natives right

3et, a liunch'od

»n tlic inatttMl

adies with the

ry hero to the

saying a word,

lis wliip in the

^vav 1, whom he

ing, it remains

d Mr. De Long

at finding his

so impulsively

guard, nor the

over what was

need so much

have visited

to have been

lanese style, is

saloons is ap-

gs being deco-

different pt)si-

it yon feel the

ensive as those

ly emljellished.

ty scroll roofs,





IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

ss

1.0

1.1

1.25

US 1^
2.2

1*5

90

:!f 1^ 12.0"^1

V
<?
/;

Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. 14580

(7^6) 872-4S03



.0*

C <i

d^^
f"^^

#/.

•V^Q
^





THE JAPANESE DELMONICO S. 63

covered with hundreds of creepers, known to us only in our green-

houses, standing in the midst of lakes well stocked with gold-fish.

There are grov(;s of mulberries, chestnuts, persimmons, and oranges.

Stately shade-trees, cut and. twisted into the shapes of animals,

castles, and ships, ci'own hundreds of high knolls which overlook

the smooth bay of Yeddo.

From the Hamagoten, we drove to old Osakasa, where we

wonderingly examined a temple which surpasses all the others we

have seen. Superstition, though abating in Japan, is nevertheless

far from being extinct. They show at Sheba, in the court of the

temple, a bowlder, in the top of which a deep, smooth, circular basin

has been made, which is filled with water, and kept carefully cov-

ered with a stone lid. It is an accepted belief that this water rises

and falls with the ocean-tide. At Osakasa we were required to

look with reverence upon two native ponies (one cream-colored,

the other brown), both nicely trimmed and groomed, and superbly

caparisoned, occupying apartments neat as a parlor. They remain

in perpetual readiness for the equestrian exercises of the gods. The

beasts are maintained by pious contributions of pilgrims. Ecclesias-

tics in Japan, as sometimes they do elsewhere, resort to questionable

expedients for raising money. The highly-ornamented grounds of

Osakasa are rented for tea-houses, theatrical exhibitions, jugglers'

entertainments, and other popular amusements.

A dinner was ordered for us at a tea-house—the " Dclmonico's "

of Yeddo. Leaving our carriages with the escort in the streets,

and our boots at the door, we were ushered up a very steep, but

highly-polished wooden staircase into a chamber, or rather a

dozen chambers divided by sliding-doors. Here we sat down on

the clean matted floor. A lacquered table was set before each

person. It was eight or ten inches high, and large enough for two

small covers. Tea in little cups without saucers was served, clear,

and piping hot. After the tea, saM, a liquor distilled from rice,

fiery and distasteful, Avas poured from a porcelain vase into such

small, shallow, red, lacquered vessels as we sometimes mistake for

tea-saucers. Our hostess, a middle-aged matron, was assisted by
eleven pretty girls, their ages varying from twelve to sixteen.
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These attendants, by the elegance of their costume and abundance

of white cosmetics, had enhanced their beauty to the degree that,

in Oriental speech, it would be said that " every one of them was a

temptation to the servants of God." One of them went down on

her knees beside each guest, and remained there until it was time

to bring on, with the tiniest of delicate hands, a new course. Their

actions were graceful and modest, their voices bird-like. They

manifested childish delight at every compliment we gave them, and

their pleasure seemed to rise to ecstasy when permitted to examine

our watches, fans, parasols and other articles of dross or ornament.

JAPANESE MUSICIAN.
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The dinner, however, was rather a self-denying ordinance.

There was a vegetahle soup flavored with soy, raw lish in thin

slices with horse-radish, petty bits of game, various preparations ot

rice, and many dishes whose composition was unascertainable.

These courses were intermingled with sweetened fruits and confec-

tionery. Saki was offered with every course, and always with great

ceremony. All the dishes had one comnion flavor, which we could

not analyze. Even the sugar had this raw, indescribable taste. After

the entertainment, the girls, sitting on the floor, each with a rude

instrument, in form a compromise between the banjo and the guitar,

played and sang, and at intervals rose and danced. Though the

airs were not without melody and harmony, they were so crude

and monotonous that the highest expert in the " heavenly art
''

eonld find no musical meaning in them. The posturing and ges-

ticulation were artistic, though the dancing was conducted on no

rules of the ballet. Great skill was displayed in the dance, the

long and heavy dresses of the performers always covering the feet,

and most of the time even the hands. Night overtook us before

wo left this " haunt of delight," and the performers accompanied

us from the banqueting-floor to our carriages in the dark street.

Tiieir grateful gestures and speaking smiles were intelligible, though

their soft and gentle words were not.

We needed to drive with much care throii^,- the crowded

streets, now dimly lighted with an occasional paper lantern. But

our dragoons were men "dressed in brief authority ;" they dashed

furiously forward, and, with shrieking shouts and screams, startling

myriads of bats from the thatched roofs, they drove the people,

returning from their daily occupations, or listening to theatrical

amusements, into the open doors or alleys.

October O/A.—The day began at Yeddo with an audience given

hy Mr. Seward, at the consulate. The visitors were Japanese who
have acquired some knowledge of foreign nations. Mr. Seward

inquired for the Tycoon's ambassadors, Ono Tomogoro and Mats-

moto Judaiyu, with whona he had negotiated in Washington. But
there has been a revolution. The Mikado, then onlv a nominal

7
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sovereign, is now absolute at the castle. The Tycoon is a prisoner

of state ; Ono Tomogoro is also a prisoner, nobody knows where,

and Matsmoto Judaiyu is a fugitive—some say at Shanghai, others

at San Francisco. It seems to surpass Japanese comprehension

that a new administration of the Government of the United States

has come in, and that Mr. Seward has gone out of place without

losing his head or public consideration.

While Mr. Seward was holding his audience, the ladies shopped.

The Japanese artisans contrive to produce ex(piisite articles of

taste and vertu from cheap materials, and with an infinitesimal

proportion of uie precious metals. Their modern porcelain is

inferior to the Chinese, but they excel in ornamental lacquer-work

and fans of all sorts. Their designs in bronze are exceedingly

curious, but their execution inferior to that of Europeans. In

painting they are unsurpassed in the imitation of all forms of animal

life. With a keen sense of the ludicrous, they may yet come to be

employed as caricaturists in our presidential elections

!

There is no special manufacture at Yeddo. It is an emporium

for the whole empire. We have found it impossible to ascertain

the districts in which particular classes of articles are made. The

shops are sniall and closely packed with wares. The indifference

assumed by the merchants would be provoking, if it were not for

their extreme politeness. If the buyer means to obtain a fair bar-

gain, he must affect equal reserve and indifference. The entire

family look on, half a dozen men and three or four women busying

themselves in every sale. Indeed, the house and the shop are one.

Four feet square of matting in the centre of the shop is the common

dining-room and bedroom. Must they not eat and sleep by turns?

The United States minister was recalled to Yokohama last

night. Captain Bachelor put the reins of two fine American horses

into our hands, to drive in a liglit New-England phaeton down the

Tokaido to Yokohama. Mr. Randall conveyed the other ladies in a

carriage drawn by Mr. De Long's mottled native ponies. Each car-

riage was attended by two lettos, quick-footed boys, whose service is

to run like coach-dogs by the side of hoi'se or carriage, warning

everybody out of the way, and they are ready to seize and hold
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the horses at every stopping-place, or in any case of alarm. The

road was literally crowded, and hilarity and merriment displayed

themselves on all sides. The; crowds were labyrinthian. The

activity and songs of the hettos, and the ejaculations and iinpreca-

tiuiis of our moimted guard, with the clangor of their arms, made

onr rapid drive a very exciting one, while a bracing air with genial

sunshine was exhilarating. But all pleasures have their draw-

backs. Neither the hettoa nor the dragoons were capable of under-

standing our requests or remonstrances. They wanted rest at

every tsa-house, or, what was the same thing, thoy sought favor at

the tea-houses by bringing us up at the doors. The guard dis-

mounted, and, with the bettos, took the refieshmcnts profusely of-

fered them, while we, though declining any, were obliged to wait.

When we had made twelve miles, half the distance to Yokohama,

we brought up at a hostelry, with a stable. Our horses were taken

out to be fed and groomed. From open windows in an upper

chamber we saw in the court a huge brass caldron sunk in the

ground over an oven. The horses were brought to it. Four

grooms took possession of each horse, and rubbed him thoroughly

from head to hoof with wisps of straw dripping with hot water, and

afterward dried him with as much care as the human patient re-

ceives when he comes out of a Turkish bath. We improved the

time by a Japanese dinner, which, when we were completely sur-

feited, we left unfinished, very much to the disappointment of the

music-girls. Once more on the road, we indulged a faint hope

of reaching Yokohama beforr midnight. Wo came, after three or

four miles, to the bank of a river twenty rods wide. There was one

rough flat-boat on the other side, worked by an endless chain. Wc
awaited its tedious arrival and delivery of passengers multitudinous

and various. Then our beasts were led scparr.tely into the boat

and crossed. It returned to our shore, and, as in the riddle of the

fox, goose and peck of corn, took the dragoons and the carriages.

" Last came joy's ecstatic trial." We hurried on boar*?, and, reach-

ing the opposite bank, foun<l the vehicles there, but not the horses.

We were obliged to walk forward a quarter of a mile, to a place

where the hettos and cavalry were taking tea and smoking, as if they
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had fasted the whole d;iy. Then they went hack and brought up

the hnpediinenta. A brilliant, full-orbed moon expanded into

majestic size every object that we j)a8scd, and lit up the waters of

the bay as we api>roachcd Kanagawa. Mr. De Long's native ponies,

after frecpicntly giving out on the way, fell in climbing the sharji,

high hill, and it taxed our own horseuianship to get over this dif-

iicxxlt part of the road. The other carriage was drawn over the

hill by the hcttoa and dragoons, and the ponies were then re-

attached. Meantime hettos and dragoons lighted each his varie-

gated paper lantern. They made the suburban streets of Yoko-

hama resound with vociferous shouts, thus exciting the astonisli-

ment and perhaps the fears of this inoflensive people. We arrived

at Mr. Walsh's hospitable gate, much to the satisfaction of our

friends within, who, owing to the lateness of the hour, had become

apprehensive for our safety.

Steamship New York, of the Co(ist of Japan,, October %th.—We
have embarked, without having had time on shore to record the

latest and most striking incidents of our visit at Yokohama. Mr.

Seward was not allowed to leave Japan without a marked dem-

onstration from the government, as well as an expression of

respoi^t from the foreign residents. On our return from Yeddo, on

the Gth, he received an invitation to an audience of the Mikado.

This ceremony is usually distinguished by procrastinations ami

formalities even more teilious than in European courts. The time

being shortened, however, in this case, the invitation was accepted.

Yesterday morning, we were awakened from sleep, which was quite

too short after our drive on the previous day, by an infinite

clatter of mechanics, upholsterers, and decorators, who were engaged

in constructing with canvas, all around Mr. Wjilsh's very large

house, a broad suite of saloons, dancing-halls, waiting-rooms and

supper-rooms. The whole was completed during the day, decorated

with flags and tropical shrubbery, and flowers, and softly lighted by

fanciful lanterns. The band of the German naval squadron played

"Hail Cohimbia," and the ball was opened at ten o'clock. All

the diplomatic and consular corps were present, as well as the naval
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otHccrs of tho United States nntl other nations, and foreign resi-

dents. Of courBo, not one Japanese of eitlier sex was tliero, for, as

wo have before intimated, tliero is no social interniinj^Iinf; of the two

populations. Caste and race are tmrelentingantaj^oiiists to univer-

sal civilization. This beautiful ball crowned most gracefully the

generous hospitalities of which we were recipienca during our so-

journ with Mr. and Mrs. Walsh.

At two o'clock yesterday morning, while tho merry dance was

yet going on, Captain Bachelor brought to the wharf, in front of

Mr. Walsh's compound, then so highly illuminated, a little steam-

yacht and received Mr. Seward on board, who, against all remon-

strance, persisted in keeping his engagement, although in the midst

of a driving wind and rain. lie was accompanied by Mr. De Long,

Mr. Shepherd, and Mr. Walsh, and at six o'clock, after ground-

ing three or four times on the way, they were safely landed at

Yeddo. At eight o'clock, Mr. Ishtabashi appeared in rich official

Japanese costume, and, profoundly bowing, said, with measured

words :
" I am waiting for the honor of conducting Mr. Seward to

the great castle, where he will bo received by his Majesty tho Tenno

;

not in the customary official manner, but in a private audience, as

an expression of personal respect and friendship. I am particularly

commanded to make this explanation of tho character of tho pro-

posed audience."

At nine o'clock the party proceeded in two carriages, with

an enlarged mounted escort. They wei*o conducted, whether by

design or not, through streets bordered by immense walled en-

closures, which are the strongholds and barracks of the several

daimios who, under the Tycoon's administration, were required to

reside during alternate periods, with their armed retainers, at tho

capital. The discontinuance of this usage, since the restoration of

the Mikado, is a singular illustration of the same advance toward

a more popular system of government which was made by the

kings of Europe when they reduced the feudal barons to subjection.

Tho barracks vacated by the daimios' soldiers are now occupied by

imperial battalions. The feudal soldiers of the Tycoon must have

been a ferocious crew, if they were more savage than these rough
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and ill-looking guards of the Tenno. The citadel, called " The Great

Castle," crowns an eminence in the centre of the city. It is a triple

fortification, nhie miles in circumfei'ence, consisting of three con-

centric forts, each by itself complete, with rampart, inner embank-

ment, ditch, bastion and glacis, parapet and double gates. The

outer fort stands on a level with the plain, the next higher, and the

central one higher buiU, overlooking the country and the sea. The

walls of each are fifty feet high, built of granite blocks, more mas-

sive tjian those of the Rip-Raps, off" Old Point Comfort. The impe-

rial palace is in the centre of the inner fort. It is a low structure,

differing from the temples and monasteries whifL '.'^e have before

described, not in material or style of architecture, but in the ar-

rangement of its apartments. The area which surrounds it is

tastefully planted and adorned with lawns, winding gravelled

Avalks, small lakes, and what we would call summer-houses, and

tenements for attendants and servants. The areas of the other two

fortifications r.re similarly embellished. In any past stage of mili-

taiy science, the citadel must have been impregnable. We cannot

learn its history.

When Mr. Seward and his friends had reached the gates of the

outer fort, they were received with a salute at each of the double

portals, and were permitted to pass through in carriages to the

gates of the second. They were received here with similar hon-

ors, and passed to the gates of the third. Entering these with

salutes as before, they were received by one of the eight Ministers

of Foreign Affiiirs, who, having requested them to dismiss their

carriages, conducted them, with much obeisance, across the lawns

to a sheltered place, whe. : they rested on lacquer stools. Here a

second Minister of Foreign Affairs joined the party, and, making

new compliments, led them to seats on the shore of a small lake.

Here the minister informed Mr. Seward that Mr. Walsh, being an

unofficial gentleman, could proceed no farther, and that the same

rule excluded Freeman. They stopped. At this juncture Sawa,

chief Minister of Foreign Affairs, met Mr. Sewaid, and conducted

him to a summer-house more spacious than the others, which over-

looks a larger and deeper lake. On the way Uiither, he obtained a
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view of a part of the imperial stud. A rail twelve or fiftnon feet

lono- is fixed three feet above the ground, on supports, several

iron-o-ray Japanese ponies, unattended by grooms, stood at this rail,

in readiness for his Majesty's use at the close of the proposed audi-

ence. "When the party had arrived' at the summer-house, the prime-

minister, the Chief Minister of Finance and the heads of the other

departments, were found waiting, and they were severally presented

by Sawa to Mr. Seward. The whole party then sat down at an

oblon" table, the prime-minister presiding, and Mr. Seward and the

other visitors on his left hand, the Japanese ministers on his right.

The prime-minister first, and after huu each of his associates, ad-

dressed Mr. Seward in words of coui-teous welcome, to which he

briefly replied. A pleasant conversation now ensued, during which

tea, cakes, confectionery, cigars and champagne, were successively

brought in by attendants, who prostrated themselves on the ground

at every offer of their service. The prime-minister then, in a very

direct but most courteous way, said to Mr. Seward :
" It is the

custom of his Majesty the Tenno to receive official visits upon busi-

ness affairs in an edifice which is built for that express public pur-

pose, and called among us a court ; but his Majesty on this occasion

recognizes you as a special friend of Japan, and a man devoted to

the welfiire of all nations, and he therefore proposes, by way of

showing his high respect for you, to receive you, not at a public

court, but in a private lodge of his own, to which he will come

down from his palace to meet you."

Mr. Sewai'd answered that he appreciated his Majesty's conde-

scension and kindness. While this conversation was going on,

Mr. Seward, looking through an open window, saw at a long dis-

tance his friend Mr. Walsh, and Freeman, walking within the pre-

cinct which had been appointed them. Presently, an officer came

hurriedly into the presence of the grave international council at the

summer-house, and announced an intriision. The prime-minister,

upon Mr. Seward's explanation, directed that the supposed eaves-

droppers should not be interfered with, but they must come no

farther.

When half an hour had passed, a chamberlain announced his
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Majesty's arrival at the summer-house. Sawa and Ishtabashi re-

mained with Mr. Seward ; all the other ministers took leave to join

the Mikado. A final summons came to Sawa ; he rose and con-

ducted the party some distance along a smootli, narrow walk, till

they came to a high, shaded knoll, conversing by the way. The

minister and Ishtabashi now stopped, and, making low genu-

flections, announced, in subdued and almost whispering tones, that

his Majesty was to be in a summer-house directly behind this hill.

After this, there was no word spoken. When they had gone round

the knoll, the lodge which now contained the heaven-derived Maj-

esty of Japan came to view. It stands five feet above the ground, is

one story high, and consists of foiir square rooms of equal size, with

sliding partitions, the ceilings six feet high, and the whole building

surrounded by a veranda. All the rooms were thrown open, and

were without furniture. The visitors entered the apartment, which

was at their left, and, looking directly forwarcl, saw only Ishtabashi

surrounded by a crowd of ofiicial persons, all crouched on the floor.

Having reached the exact centre of the room, Mr. Seward was

requested to turn to the right. He did this without changing his

place. The United States minister and the consul stood at his right

hand. In this position he directly confronted the Mikado, who was

sitting on a throne raised on a dais two feet above the floor. The

throne is a large arm-chair, apparently of burnished gold, not dift'er-

ent in form or ornament from the thrones which a'.'e used on cere-

monial occasions in European courts. All the cabinet ministers

and many other ofiieials had arranged themselves below the dais,

and beliind and around the throne. The Mikado was dressed in a

voluminous robe of reddish-brown brocade, which covered his whole

person. His head-dress differed in fashion from that which was

worn by Sawa in our audience with him, only in this, that a kind

of curved projecting prong was attached to the boat-shaped ca]),

and bent upward, the corresponding appurtenance of the minister's

cap being shorter, and bent downward. What with '^lie elevation

of the dais, and the height of his elongated cap, the emperor's per-

son, though in a sitting posture, seemed to stretch from the floor

to the ceiling. His appearance hi that flowing costume, surrounded
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by a mass of ministers and courtiers, enveloped in variegated and

equally redundant silken folds, resting on the floor, reminded Mr.

Seward of some of the efforts in mythology to represent a deity

sittino' in the clouds. His dark countenance is neither unintellij^ont

nor particularly expressive. He was motionless as a statite. ilo

held a sceptre in his right hand, and at his left side wore one richly-

ornament d, straight* sword. "What the Mikado and his court

thouo-ht of the costumes of his visitors, with their uncovered heads,

square, swallow-tailed dress-coats, tight white cravats, tighter panta-

loons, and stiff, black boots, we shall never know. Who shall pro-

nounce between nations in matters of costume ? The Mikado raised

his sceptre, and the prime-minister, kneeling, then annomiced to

the United States minister, by the aid of Ishtabashi, also kneeling,

that he might speak. Mr. Do Long advanced a step or two, and,

bowing three several times, said :
" I hope I find your Majesty in

good health."

The prime-minister, kneeling again, presented to the Mikado a

Avrittcn paper, open, and as large as a sheet of foolscap. Tlie Em-

peror, after looking at its contents, touched it with his sceptre.

The prime-minister read it aloud in Japanese. Ishtabashi, again

kneeling, brought his head to the floor, and, then j*aising it, read,

from a translation which lay before him on the floor, his Majesty's

gracious answer :
" I am very well ; I am glad to see you here."

Thereupon Mr. De Long, thus reassured, said in a distinct voice,

worthy of a AVestern orator as he is

:

" I have the honor to present to your Majesty, William H. Sew-

ard, a citizen of the United States. Your Majesty having been

pleased to invite him to this audience, it is unnecossarv for me to

spciik of the achievements or of the character of this eminent Ameri-

can statesman."

The interpreter, having rendered this speech into Japanese,

Mr. De Long resumed his place. In accordance with an intima-

tion from the prime-minister, Mr. Seward now advanced, and

srtid
:

" I am deeply impressed by this gracious reception by the

s()vorci<i;n, at the capital of this great, populous, and emulous em-

pire. I desire to express earnest wishes for your Majesty's per-
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sonal health and happiness, and for the peace, welfare, and pros-

perity of Japan."

The prime-minister held before his Majesty another paper,

which, being read by him, was then rendered by the interpreter as

folhjws

:

" I am glad to see you now for the first time. I congratulate

you on your safe arrival here, after the very long journey you have

made. The great experience which you have had must enable yoi.

to give me important information and advice how to promote the

friendship that happily exists between your coimtry and my own.

If you would please to communicate any thing in that way, you are

requested to make it known to my prime-minister, and I invite you

to express yourself frankly and without reserve."

Mr. Seward replied :
" I thank your Majesty for this gracious

permission to confer with the prime-minister on international

affairs. A citizen of the United States, I am visiting Japan and

the adjacent countries on the Pacific coast, as a traveller and ob-

server. I wear no official character, and I bring no message. The

President, however, and all my countrymen, will expect me not to

leave any thing undone which I can do, to promote a happy under-

standing between those countries and the United States, as well as

also the advancement of civilization in both hemispheres. With

this view, I shall, with great pleasure, avail myself of the privileges

which your Majesty has granted me."

The Emperor, with his entire court, remained in place until the

visitors had retired, after an exchange of salutations. They were

conducted back to the summer-house. All the Ja])ane8e ministers

soon entered and resumed their places around the table. Refresh-

ments were served, and Mr. Seward was informed that his audience

was the first occasion on which the Mikado has completely unveiled

himself to a visitor. Not only the prime-minister, but all his asso-

ciates, discussed with Mr. Seward at much length the political re-

lations of Japan with foreign powers. The minister dcf^ired him

to take notice that the government, In dealing with the vanquislicd

Tycoon's party in Japan, at the close of the late revolution, hail

copied the example of toleration given them by the United States.
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Thoy carefully inquired concerning the machinery employed in the

United States in taking the decennial census, and also the details

of the system of collecting and disbursing public revenues.

They wrote a letter on the spot, addressed to their ambassador at

Pekino-, and, delivering it to Mr. Seward, solicited his aid of their

interest at that court. Mr. Seward was deeply impressed on two

points : First, that although the administration of justice in Japan

is conducted in a manner widely different from that of the Western

nations, yet that the public mind entertains not the least distrust

of its impartiality. Second, that the administration of the Mikado

is sincerely emulous and progressive. Again, if there is any danger

in the near future, it will arise, not from a retarding, but from a

more rapid acceptance by the government of Western ideas and

sentiments, than a people so rude can at once understand.

The ministers had assigned the whole day for the high consulta-

tion. They expressed much regret when Mr. Seward announced

that he was obliged to depart at the earliest moment for Yokohama,

where the steamer was waiting. Waiving invitations to examine

the citadel and the imperial palace and grounds, Mr. Seward re-

turned to the Consulate, and thence proceeded down the bay,

directly to this steamer, bound for Iliogo.

A box followed him which contained all the cake, fruit, and con-

fectionery, which remained from the entertainment at the Castle.

The ladies noticed that the varieties of cakes were not merely col-

ored externally, but through and through—crimson, yellow, purple,

and indigo. The supply sufficient for the voyage to Shanghai.

It ought not to mar the effect of the Mikado's courtesy, if wo

state that the audience, in its minutest details, was projected and

perfected in the Japanese cabinet, with the concurrence of Mr. De
Long. All European governments, and even that of the United

States, adopt a similar precaution in regard to official executive

aiuliences.

Japan has especial reasons for prudence. The empire is a soli-

tary ])liinot, that has remained stationary for centuries, luitil now it

is HiKl(l<^uly brought into contact with constellations which, while

they shed a dazzling light, continually threaten destructive coUisious.
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FROM YEDDO TO SHANGHAI.

Iliogo.—The Place of Massacre.—A Japanese Steamer.—Tlie Gulf of O-^aka.—A Ilarcm

on a Pic-nic.—The City of Osaka.—The Tycoon's Cadtlo.—Japanese Troop.s.

—

Nagasaki.—Beautiful Scenery.—Christians of Nagasaki.—Japanese Character.

—

Departure for China.—Concluding Reflections on Japan.

Iliogo (Kobe\ Ifonday, October 10th.—A voyage of thirty-six

hours, in which night and rain have prevented all observation, has

brought us to this southeastern port on the island of Niphon. The

United States Consul, Mr. Stewart, and the agent of the Paciiic

Mail Line, came on board in the early morning. They were sur-

prised when Mr. Seward pointed out to them with minuteness and

accuracy the several places of interest in the port. " This," he said

" is the European settlement, that place behind it the native town

of Iliogo : the road which divides them is the one on which the

Mikado's army was moving northward at the time when it fired

upon and massacred the foreigners in 18fU : this is the field through

which the foreigners were pursued by the Japanese soldiers on that

occasion : it was in the bay here on our right that the natives

massacred the French naval surveying party in their boats : was

it not in the building which I see on that hill that the Mikado's

oflScers, who were condemned to death for those atrocious outrages,

committed hari-lcarl, and that the foreign ministers interposed

after seventeen such self-executions, and said, ' It is enough \ ' On
this knoll is the place where the offenders were buried."

The official reports of those painful trantiactions which Mr. Van
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Valkcnburgh, the United States Minister, made to the Department

of State, had left this distinct and inbHaceablo impression on Mr.

Seward's mind. It is five years since those massacres occurred.

We now find that the people, obejin<? the instinct of nationality,

have erected a monnincnt over the grave of each of those victims,

and on that monument have recorded his voluntary deatli as an act

of civil and religious martyrdom. So true to country and to God

are the impulses of our common nature everywhere.

IlioTo is twenty miles distant from Osaka, and bears the same

relation to that great southern metropolis of Japan that Yokohama

bears to the central one of Yeddo. Iliogo, opened quite recently

to foreign commerce, is not especially successful. Since the opening

of Japan, the population of Yeddo has been reduced from three

millions to one million, chiefly by removals to Yokohama. On tlie

contrary, Osaka has not materially declined, nor has Iliogo consid-

erably increased. The foreign population of Iliogo is at most two

hundred. The importance of its harbor is duo to its double advan-

ta"es as a port of Osaka and a gateway to the Inland Sea of Japan.

Cctobe)' Wth.—^Wc dined yesterday with Mr. Sentrr's amiable

family, f.nd slept in the Japanese bungalow, now occupied as the

Consulate, by the side of its pretty lotus-garden. Although the

lotus has been held sacred from time immemorial as a divine

s^-mbol throughout the whole East, it is nevertheless indigenous

only in tropical and semi-t'.'opical climates. We now for the first

time see in perfection on its native soil this magnificent flower, of

which, " whosoever eateth wishes never again to depart, nor to see

his native country, if it groweth not there."

Here the intelligent Japanese governor passed two hours with

Mr. Seward, explaining the system of provincial administration,

which seems very effective. lie learns also that education of all

classes is compulsory, and that the schools are maintained by taxa-

tion, which is remitted in behalf of the poor.

We went, this morning, on board a small coasting steamer,

which was built in the United States for Japanese owners, and is

managed exclusively by natives. The gulf of Osaka has pictu-
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rosque shores, thickly studded with villages, ehistc at the water's

edge. The sloping hills are terraced and irrigatou, u td their sum-

mits arc planted with forests. The Temple of the Moon, standing

on the highest peak of the mountain, reticctod the naorniug sunlight

TBMPLE AT 08AK&.

from gilded roofs, resting on snow-white columns. The moon in

Japan is a masculine deity. Is this exceptional idea due to the

native jealousy of the gentle sex ? Or is it owing to the fact that
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iriiing simliglit

it 18 a man's face and not a woman's that is seen in that benignant

orb ? Quien sale f

It is the bar at Osaka which forces the ocean-trade to a harbor

8f> distant as Iliogo. Our countryman, Admiral Hell, lost his life

two years ago, in sounding it. Our steamer could not cross, though

drawing only four feet.

Osaka, as early as the sixteenth century, became a great com-

mercinl city. Its temples, surpassing those of Yeddo in number,

vie with those of spiritual Miako. As wo approached the bar, we

saw a gay Japanese yacht, of perhaps two hundred and fifty tons,

moving slowly out to sea under a light wind. The sails were

quaint, like the fortn of the vessel they impelled, which was brilliant

with scarlet and blue paint and gilding. A daimio sat at the stern

on the upper deck, gorgeously arrayed in silks and lacquer, sur-

rounded by numerous retainers and a bevy of highly-painted and

elegantly-dressed young women, who were entertaining him with

a con(!crt of guitars, flutes, and drums. Manifestly the daimio was

giving his harem a picnic.

We were transferred here to a small, neat, flat-bottomed bamboo

barge, with a canopy overhead and a deck covered with mats, in

which we floated over the bar, and up to the great sea-wall of the

city.

The confluence of two rivers with the sea makes the harbor of

Osaka, like that of Charleston. The rivers are formed into canals,

and connected at convenient intervals by cross-canals. Venice is

not more noticeable for its gondolas and barges, nor Amsterdam

fur its pleasure-boats, than Osaka for its picturesque shallops cov-

ered with bright awnings of various colors. It is perhaps from

tlie aimisements of the regatta that the women in Osaka have ac-

quired the fame of being the prettiest in the empire. Time served

us to traverse only three or four of the thirty or ft)rty canals, but

sufficient to enable us to reach the more important monuments and

institutions of the metropolis, to notice the regularity of the streets,

the grace and lightness of the hundred cedar bridges, and to wonder

at the immense traffic carried on by families who dwell in the

vessels they navigate. The wealth and enterprise of Japan being



80 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COCHIN CHINA.

ill the rtoiitlicrii part of thu oinpire, Oriiikii iH tliu iloincstu; iniiiii

uiiip<iriiiiii.

While, fur conturicH, Htiito policy ri'fpiirod tlio daiiiiioH to rosido

II part of tnvcli year with their armed rctainerH at Ye<hlo, the ])o-

litical capital, the huiiu! daiini«)H made their metropolitan lioineH in

commercial Osaka. Here, on the '> inkw (»f the canalw, they erected

palacert, with HtorehonseH and wh irven an*l oIHcoh. Hero they re-

ceived their rents in kind, and exchaii<;(«l them in trade.

Hetween these palaces the canals are lined with chea|dy-l)nilt

dwellings, two stories high, with a veranda around the first story.

/

RTRKCT IN imAU.V.

The lower story is a mercantile convenien''e, being washed with

the tides and floods. The people seen in the streets here, as well

as elsewliero in Japan, wear wooden shoes and dress c(»arsely.

The nudity, so frecpient at the north, becomes here more common

and otl'ensive. C'rowds followed us with a curiosity which shows

that few foreigners visit Osaka. Notwithstanding the mean appear-

ance of dwellings and people, the city contrasts favorably with
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ilomcstiir iniiiii Vcddo, ill hIiow of prosperity Mu\ ntHueuco. Roino of tho tomplca

luo built within tho nreiin of tho princely palaces. Morocoimnonly,

however, they are independent an<l Bpacions, nn<l, lii<e the palacen,

iicccHHihIe throiif^h canalrt and haHinti. They are on tho natne model

with tiioHo at Yeddo, hnt more lavinhly ornamented with allegorical

ciirviMj,', and statuary in granite and bronze. Men aro Heldoin seen

ill or about the temples in Japan, but woman, poor, meek and rajf-

.'cd, though forbidden, steals in there, reverently paying her devo-

tion to the gods and pitifully asking alms. How could woman en-

dure existence anywhere on earth without the solaces of religion 'i

" From all anciojity to tho present time," as a stump-orator, wo

(»n('o heard, expressed it, tho Japanese have made their irregular

and grotcscpio coins with the use only of the hammer. The govern-

ment has just now established a mint at Osaka, with machinery of

tlio latest invention, and c(pial, it is claimed, to tho Philadelphia

Mint. Hero they aro making new coins similar in form and de-

vice to those of the Western nations, tho value being baaed on sub-

divisions of the Mexican dollar.

Livy has given \is what he says was the fipoo(!h of Romulus

when ho had founded Rome: " If all tho strength of cities lay in

the hcigiit of their ramparts or tho depths of their ditches, we shouhl

have great reason to bo in fear frr that which wo have now built."

The Japanese might bo excused if they should reverse this senti-

ment, and speak with great coutidence of the secairity of the empire

derived from ramparts and ditches. As with Yed(h>, so with r)8aka.

Its bo.ist is its castle, an imperial residence and fortress of mikados

and tycoons. Wo tried inett'ectually to obtain a measurement of

some of the granite blocks of this structure. We think it sivfe, how-

ever, to say, that one of them is thirty feet long, fifteen feet high

and live feet thick. No one knows where, when or how, such im-

mense stones were riven at the (piarrvj and brouglit to tlie summit

of the lofty hill, which overlooks the city of Osaka. The Tycotm in

tlie lute civil war, however, took possession of the castle witli his

forces, only to find it a prison, and insecure at that. He was dis-

lodged by tlie Mikado's army, and made his escape on a United

States steamer. Before leaving the citadel, ho destroyed its defensive
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works, 80 as to render it unavailable to the conqueror. Now used

as a camp of instruction, it is as jealously closed against visitors as

the castle at Yeddo. Instructions having come down from the

capital to the Governor here, as well as to the one at Hiogo, to

show consideration to Mr. Seward, we were conducted through the

castle, and allowed to Avitness the drill, and at the same time were

honored with a serenade from the ti umpeters, which consisted of

European artillery and cavalry calls jumbled together on French

horns. The din and discord may be imagined. The bronze-faced

native Japanese troops, lower than Eurc;^ean in stature, and bow-

legged, but dressed in French uniforms, recalled our recollections

of the first organization of negro troops in the late civil war. The

Japanese are not less docile and (..derly, and they went through

evolutions and drill, according to French tactics, commendably.

The Japanese umbrellas are the best as they are the chej^pest in

the world, but they could give us no protection from the rain-storm

which overtook us in the dilapidated castle. Captain, Kinder's

family being the only European one in Osaka, took us in and dried

our clothes, and gave us all we had time to take, "a hast;^ plate of

soup." "When we reached our yacht, black night with high winds

shut out from us the beautiful gulf-shores, and so passed away

Osaka, to be seen no more by us, for we have taken care not to eat

of the "fruit of destiny," the lotus. The heaving of the steamer

on the now roughened sea wns uncomfortable, but the tossing aiul

pitching of the small b ^at which conveyed us from the yacht to the

side-ladder of the Xew York was dangerous and frightful.

JVaffasal-i, Octoher \Wi.—As Iliogo commands the southeast,

so Nagasaki commands the northwest entrance of the Inland Sea.

That sea is a tortuous passngo, flowing between the North Pacific

Ocean on the east and the Yellow Sea or Straits of Corca on the

west coast of Japan, separating the northern island of Niplion from

the southern islands of Tf»ksima and Kiusiu. How and when A»-as

this channel made? Were the three mountain-islantis which it

separates once compact land, and did the ocean force its passago

through? Was ^\\ Jajjan once submerged, and were the islands
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thrown up in their present form ? "Who can say ? Not we. Per-

haps Agassiz might. We must content ourselves with writing that,

KNTRANCE TO NAGASAKI.

lilco most inland seas, this of Japan is marvellously beautiful.

Four hundred miles long, of varying width, everywhere deep, it

washes the shores of the main islands in some places, while in

others it is broken into twenty narrower chnnncls which break on

the shores of uncounted lesser islands. In this the Inland Sea re-

sembles our own Lake of the Woods, which takes its strange name

fro ii the fact that the island-surface enclosed within its shores

exceeds in area the water-surface of the lake. These islands of the

Iiila;id Sea arc said to be three thousand, but we are inclined to

tliink that islands in groups like these are never accurately counted.

Everybody speaks of the Tliousand Islands in the St. Lawrence,

without remembering tlsat they are reckoned at eighteen hundred.
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The cliannel twists around and among tlie islands in all direc-

tions, so that the headlands which we pass seem as fleeting as the

clouds, producing ever-varying scenery. During one hour, we are

making our gloomy way under the deep shadow of a naked preci-

pice twir thousand feet high. In the next, we are passing terraced

hill-sides, covered with sunlit orchards, flowery plains and flelds, and

forests in which the bamboo, the tulip and the cypress commingle.

It seems as if the busy population of the whole empire has clustered

on these romantic shores. Manufacturing towns alternate with

<j >^^

NAOARAKI IIAIIIIOII.

fishing-villages, and every nook is filled with quaint and miniature

ship])iiig.

Night set in, and the bell summoned us to dinner as we were

beginning to round a jutting promontory of the western shore.

Shall we ever forgive Mr. Randall for beguiling us with his humor-

ous stories until we were brought suddeivly to our feet, by tlie
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dropping of the anchor, and the firing of a gun, which announced

to us that we had arrived in port '{

A moonlight view of Nagasaki ; fitting sequel of a two-days'

voyage through the Inland Sea. We forgive Mr. Randall; the

first view of Nagasaki ought to be by moonlight. The bay is small

;

we almost know, without being told, every object around us. These

vessels on the larboard arc Japanese ships-of-war. This steamer

directly before us is a German man-of-war ; this ship on our star-

board quarter, with its black funnels and its stubbed masts, is the

British admiral's fiag-ship ; and this long, narrow steamer is a Rus-

sian corvette. Beyond the area thus occupied by armed vessels

are two American merchant-ships and forty awkward but sea-

worthy Chinese junks. On encircling hills, which rise two thou-

; and miuiatuvc

TEMl'I.K OF IIUUDMA AT NAOASAKl.
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sand feet out of the sea, are the temples and groves of Buddha.

Those dark shades below them are hanging gardens in which the

consulates and the merchants' residences are end)owered. This

ravine which stretches from the shore upward on the hill-side is

the ancient native town ; this quay on our right is the seat of active

trade; this island just before us, hardly broader than a flat-boat, is

the famous Pecima, for two hundred years the mart and the prison,

the boast and the shame of the^Dutch traders in Japan ; those ter-

raced hill-sides opfiosite the town are the city o^' the dead ; and this

VIEW OK 1)K( IMA.

high, conical rock, which seems to close the passage to. the sea, is

Papenburg, memorable as the scene of the martyrdom of the early

Jesuit teachers and converts in Japan.

"What does this scene want to perfect its magic ? Only music

!

Instant with the thought, the band on the German frigate de-

livers its national hymn, "Des Deutsche Vaterland ;" then come

swelling forth from the British flag-ship the inspiring notes of

" God save the Queen ; " and these only die away, when the solcnni

a

t

a

ti

w
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national anthem of Russia, " Thou pious and gentlo leader, shield

of the chureh of believers, God bo the protector and defender of

our great Czar," grander than all, rolls over the sea.

Is not this glorious concert, under the Hags of these great Chris-

tian nations, in these distant and lonely waters, sfcgestive? Mr.

Seward answered, "Yes, but deceptive." The German is hero

lying in wait for his French eneniy ; the l^ritiah admiral is here to

intimidate the semi-barbarous radCs; and the Kussiau admiral is

guarding the eastern gate of his master's empire, which towers be-

hind and above Asiatic and European states on both continents.

So it is that jealousy and ambition breathe in the notes of this ma-

jestic serenade.

October lith.—It is because wo cannot swim that we fear tho

deep. It is because we delight in climbing that we admire the high.

While the flat is dull, the circle is our chosen form for tho beautiful.

Thus tiio ampiiitheatre, with its circular and lofty walls, was adopted

for the Pantheon as well as for tho Coliseum ; though it has since

been sometimes discarded from the temple, it remains nevertheless

universally associated with the stage aiul the hippodrome. If wo

must live in a town, give us one which, like Nagasaki, is an amphi-

theatre, whoso base is the eea, and whose towering walls are green

and terraced mountains. It was under an inspiration like this that

Peter on tho mount said :
" Master, it is good for us to bo bore.

Let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, one for Moses, and omo

for Elias." The preaching of 'Christianity here by St. Francis

Xavler, in 1540, was followed by such success that, within fifty

years afterward, Nagasaki was surrendered by its native prince to

the Portuguese, and became at once the see of an episcopate, and

an emporium of Portuguese trade. But Xavier little apprehended

that the Order of Jesus, which he was introducing, woidd become

so arrogant and ambitious as to contest witli the native sovereign

absolute dominion within the empire. The Portuguese Chris-

tians thus becoming obnoxious to tho government, all foreigners

were within the first hundred years excluded from Japan, under

pain of death, while persecutions more cruel than those of Xei'o
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were visited on the teachers and converts alike. A few Protestant

merchants from Amsterdam, renouncing their religion, joined the

government in the persecution of the Christians, and were per-

mitted, under humiliating surveillance, to replace the Portuguese

at Nagasaki This truly pitiable colony was found here on the

arrival of the United States squadron in 1853. It was understood,

at that time, that the Christian faith had been effectually extii-pated

by the massacres at Papenburg. The world was astonished, how-

ever, in 1867, by a discovery that the Christian religion was still

living in the province of Nagasaki, and that a large number of

natives were condemned to death or servitude for their clandestine

adlierenco to that faith. The Western nations interposed in their

behalf. The government contented itself with forcibly deporting

twenty-seven hundred of the offending Christians from their homes,

and distributing them through the more distant provinces of the

empire. This new persecution being thus arrested, it is manifestly

the intention of the government now to adopt the principle of uni-

versal toleration.

It would be pleasant to dwell on the hospitalities of Mr. and

Mrs. Mangum, and on the courtesies of the foreign fleets.

Yellow Sea, October \Mh.—Leaving Nagasaki yesterday morn-

ing, we carefully examined Coal Island and the other islands which

close the magnificent harbor. Nor did we omit to notice that

marvellous rock, which, having been dropped nobody knows how

or from where, is lodged like a wedge between two naked natural

abutments. Our parting view of Japan was a sunset glimpse of

the Goto Group, the western outpost of the Island Empire.

It is hardly more satisfactory to (piit Japan after a residence

of only twenty days, than it would have been to leave it altogether

unvisitcd; nevertheless, there is Peking before us, "a bourn from

which no traveller " can " return " later than November, and so

we must onward. Let us set down our memories, such as they

are, while they are fresh.

Although society in Japan is divided, as it is in everj' other coun-

try, into high classes and low classes, classes wearing two swords.
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classes wearing one sword, and classes wearing no swords at all, yet

the people are xmiversallj docile and amiaole. "We saw not one act

of rudeness, and heard not one word of ill-temper, in the country.

Iloaven knows that, in the arrogant assumption by foreigners of

superiority among them, the people have provocations enough for

hoth ! One of the Japanese ambassadors to the United States in

1807 was robbed at Baltimore of a richly-mounted sword. Neither

ho nor his government made any complaint. Mr. Seward for-

tiiiiiitcly recovered and restored it, with a national apology. Foreign

residents in Japanese cities are often timid, jealous, and suspicious.

Some are prone to exaggerate inconveniences into offences. Others

are dogmatic and contemptuous. Even one of the most generous

of American citizens, when driving Mr. Seward through the streets

of Yeddo, could not forbear from cracking his whip over the bare

heads of the native crowd. Mr. Seward endured this flourish

silently, but he vehemently and earnestly implored his impetuous

friend to spare a litter of sleeping puppies which lay in the way.

AVomcn and children shrieked as they caught up the mangled

hrutcs behind the carriage-wheels, but the relentless charioteer

only said ;
" It will never do to stop for such things ; let them learn

to keep their streets clear." Intimidation and menace naturally

provoke anger and resentment. European and American fleets are

always hovering over the coasts of Jai)an. Though the eye of the

Japanese is long and curved, it sees as clearly as the foreign eye,

which is round and straight. Iluman nature is the same in all

races. "WIio could wonder if the Asiatics fail to love, Avhere they

are taught only to fear ?

It would bo manifestly unfair to judge the Japanese by the

.standard of Western civilization. Measured by the Oriental one, it

cannot be denied that it excels the Asiatic states to whose system it

belongs. The afibctions of fiimily and kindred seem as strong hero

us elscwliere. There is no neglect of children ; thorc is no want of

connubial care ; no lack of parental love or filial devotion. Nor is it

to be forgotten that, in regard to domestic morals, we are giving

the Japanese some strange instructions. On this very ship on
which we have embarked, there is a Genuau merchant who, after a
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short but successful career iu Yokoliaina, is returning rich to his

native land ; with him his cliild, a pretty brunette boy, two years

old. The father brings him to \l^ to be caressed. "Wo ask, " Where

is the Japanese mother ? " "I have left her behind ; she would

not be fit to bring up the boy, or to bo seen herself in a European

country."

No one denies that the Japanese have both the courage and

the politeness which belong to an heroic people. They are ac-

cused of practising fraud, cunning, and cruelty iu war. Are

they more viciou" iu this respect than other pagan or even Chris-

tian nations ? Do not the records of war on our own soil contain

a melancholy catalogue of similar crimes ? Are not the pages

which record Napoleon's great campaigns sullied by deeds alike

unworthy of our race? The Japanese are sanguinary in civil

war. Are they more so than the French were in their first

great Revolution ?

The painstaking culture which extends from the water's edge to

the mountain-verge ; the tedious manipulation practised in mech-

anism ; and the patient drudgery of the coolies in the cities, in labor

elsewhere performed by domestic animals, show that the Japanese

are industrious. Though the empire has, from its earliest period,

been isolated from the civilized world, yet the silks of that country

were found among the richest freights of Yenice. A Japanese

bazaar is seen in every modern European city; and there is no

drawing-room, museum, or pain en in the world, which is completely

furnished without Japanese fal s.

Tliey have no legislature, yet they have uniform laws, and these

laws are legibly inscribed on tablets at every cross-road and nuirket-

place. Although science and literature in the West have borrowed

little or nothing from these islands, the Japanese are nevertheless

a reading and writing people. We hardly know whether Boston,

Philadelphia, or New York shop-windows display greater number

or variety of maps, books, charts and pictures, than the stalls of

Ycddo, Osaka, or Miako.

Japan is pojiulous, whether we allow it twenty millions, as

some of our missionaries do, or fifty millions, as the prime-minister
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claimed in his conversation with Mr. Seward. Nevertheless men-

dicity, though unrestrained by law, is less oflfensive than in iNaples,

or even in New York.

It would be a curious study to inquire how and when the se-

vere feudal model of the middle ages of Europe obtained a place

in Japan, or how it has continued so long among a people so mer-

curial, and yet so thoughtful. While in theory the Mikado is sov-

ereign proprietor, the whole domain practically belongs to the

dainiios, who are rich. The revenues of many of them are not less

than the public revenues of some of the States of our Federal Union.

Tliough the peasantry are poor, we nowhere heard a complaint

against rcnto or taxes, or the price of labor. Moreover, the Japan-

ese, while ^hc. encourage immigration, never emigrate. We infer

from these facts that, if not a happy people, they are at least a

contented one.

They were a religious people when they accepted the Mikado,

and gave him their reverence. They must have been a religious

people, when they accepted from the Mikado the teachings of the

Slntu sect ; they must have been a religious people, when the doc-

trines of Buddha supplanted so generally the dreamy mysticisms of

the earlier faith. Xavier found them a religious people, willing

to accept the teachings of Christianity. But the religious age in

Japan has pj ssed. Confucian philosophy has undermined all myth-

ological creeds, and left the Japanese a nation of doubters. Gov-

ernment now makes no provision for the support of religious orders.

Their revenues, derived from ancient foundations, are diminishing.

The priesthood is as inoffensive as it is poor. It may be expected

that xmder this toleration the Christian faith will now, for the first

time, come into public consideration in Japan in the way it ought

to come, that is to say, in connection with the science, literature,

and art, and the political, moral, and social institutions of the

Western nations.

The Japanese are less an imitative people than an inquiring one.

They are not, however, excitable concerning the events of the day,

but rather diligent in studying what is useful. All their dramatic

representations are didactic ; and, though ^hey have a fondness for

9
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lo<i;cr(lcmaln, they enjoy it not hccauHo it \n amusing, but because it

nuikod them think from power to product, from cause to etfcL't.

The most unproj)itious feature of Japanese society is the gross-

ncss of the popular sense in regard to woman. Among tlie com-

int»n j)eoph> neitlicr sex nuiintains decency in dross, and tlicy use

the public bathing-houses promiscuously. In Japan, as elsewlicre

tliroughout the Kast, there indeed is marriage, but it is marriage

without the rights and responsibilities of that relation. This de-

basement of woumn has tainted and corrupted the whole state.

Wo are obliged to conclude that domestic virtue has not a pronn-

ncnt ])lace in the morals of Ja])an, although some glim])se8 wliich

we have had of life in the ujiper classes have inclined us to believe

that among them vice is not altogether free from restraint.

Jaj)aneso history derives many of the institutions and much of

the science, literature and morals of the country, not from (^liina,

but from ancient Corea, whiiih seems to have taken ]>recedenco of

China in civilization, as the Pelasgian civilization took precedence

of tlie (Jrecian. The Japanese may, however, bo considered as a

distinct and independent Mongolian race, which has matured its

own civilization, without having been deeply affected by intrusion

from any quarter. In this respect the Japanese seem to have en-

joyed a fortune liuo that of the Aztecs of Mexico. That peoi)lo

had developed a unique civilization, and were maturing it, when

they came into conflict with European nations. The Mexican

nation went down under the violence of the shock, and altogether

disappeared. The Japanese had in like manner effected and

were maturinnr a civilization of their owji when thev were

reached by the Western nations. More advanced than the Aztecs,

they more dearly apj)rehended the danger of the contact, anei with

great promptness and decision thoy effectually resisted and defeated

European intervention. Having thus isolated themselves, they

remained so nearly tlirec hundred years. If they did not advance

during that time, they did not fall back. That isolation, however,

has at last como to an end ; steam, the pri.^ting-press, and tlio

electric telegraph, have brought the Western nations on all the

shores of Japan. It is manifest that the two distinct and widely-
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(liUbrent civilizations cannot continue in such near contact. The

j,'roat problem now ia, whether the Eurojwan civilization can bo

extended over Jai>an, without the destruction, not merely of the

i)(»litical institutic 118 of the country, but of the Japanese nation

iticlf. The Japanese are practically defenceless against the West-

ern States. If they are to be brought comj>letely into the society

(»!' those nations, it must either be by the apjJication of force, or by

that of persiuision and encouragement. The interests of both re-

(luirc that the latter mode should bo adopted, but it yet remains

to he seen whether Western civilization has reached such a moral

pliuie as to secure its voluntary and peaceful adoption.

There is mucli of discouragement in the prospect. Few station-

ary or uoclining nations have been regenerated by the intervention

of states more highly civilized. Most such have perished under the

slioek. On the other hand, there are some reasons for hoi)e. Man-

kind seem at last to have risen ecpially above the theory that uni-

versal conq'.icst is beneficent, and above the theory that it is pos-

sible. Commerce has largely taken the place of war, and it is now

universally felt that interest and humanity go hand in hand. It is

the distinction of the United States, and we may hope fortunate for

Japan, that they have come to the front of the Western states as

tutors of the decaying Asiatic nations.

If the tutorship of the United States in Japan is to be made

siK'cessfid, it must bo based on deeper and broader principles of

j)hilauthro[)y than have heretofore been practised in the intercourse

of nations—a philanthropy which shall recognize not merely the

distinction of strength and power between nations, but the duties

of iiiagnaniinity, moderation and humanity—a phiLanthropy which

sliall not be conteiit with sending armies or navies to comp<d, but

which shall scud teachers to instriict, and establish schools on the

American system, in which philosophy, jwlitics and morals, as well

as rclijnous faith, are taught, with just regard to their influences in

social and domestic life.



CHAPTER IV.

THE COASl OF CHINA.

Woosung.—U. S. Ship Colorndo.—Sthan^hai.—European " Concesnions."—A Mandarin

Procession.—Chi-Tajcn and Smi-Tiijen.—Kuropean ond Cliincse Civilization.—For-

ciirn I'rejudices against tlie Cliincse.—The Slian Tung.—The Yellow Sea.—The News
from Franc .—Cliee-Foo, the Newport of China.—A Kough Voyage.

Woosxing, Octobet' nth.—A respite from polities, philanthropy

and morals. Why should we not allow ourselves to see things in

the natural way, not to say that there is little more to be learned

of the nature of the millstone, by looking into it, than there is by

studying its surface ?

A great ocean-sight was reserved for us on the Yellow Sea.

Just at sunrise this morning, unnumbered whales appeared off the

larboard bow, first throwing up glittering fountains of spray, then

rolling their great, glossy, black backs upward, then witli their huge

forked tails waving adieu as they plunged under the waves. The

shoal waters of the Chinese coast have the hue of the Missouri, and

give the Yellow Sea its name.

We have crossed the great estuary of the Yang-tse-kiang, and

arrived at Woosung, the outer haven of Shanghai, fourteen miles

below that city. The coimtry is on all sides a low plain, without

landmark. Only three days ago, we left Japan, green as if it were

June ; here the fields are dry and brown. We have October with-

out its mellowness, and yet Shanghai is only one degree south of

Nagasaki. Are islands always warmer and more genial than con-

tinental shores? Did Sancho Panza understand this when he
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stipulated for an island instead of a government on the main-

land?

Many American and European merchant-ships arc riding at

ancl'.or around us, while the river near its banks is crowded with

iKitive junks and fishing-smacks, not to speak of a fleet of thirty or

!\iorc high and awkward, lazy-looking, small Chinese sloops-of-war,

ill 'dl carrying two hundred guns. They display at their mast-

heads figured and ornamental yellow hunting enough to cover their

decks. How pleasant it is to us to recognize the United States

flag-ship Colorado, sitting gracefully in the midst, as if calmly sur-

veying the naval array! Wq have counted her guns, though we

have no need to count her stars and stripes—we know that they

arc all there. Our glasses have fixiled to discover our old friend

Admiral Joh i Rodgers, but wo know that ho must bo there. Who
else could have ordered that double line of seamen in dark blue to

dicer Mr. Seward as we are passing, and that band to strike up the

inspiring strai'is of " Hail Columbia ?

"

Shanghai, October 18<A.—Consul-General Seward and a dozen

other Americans, with kind consideration, took us from our anchor-

age, and brought us by steam-yacht to the " Bund."

Let no one, however, infer from this date that wo have arrived

in China. Shanghai, as we have thus far seen it, seems to us less

like an outpost of the Central Flowery Kingdom, than a town on

our native shores. Tiiis hospitable mansion of Russell & Company,

all the other houses, this quay, this street, all the streets, this

bridge, these churches, these banking-houses, warehouses, and

steamers, these carriages and horses, these men and women, all

that we have seen on the river or on shore, are European ; for so

they call here whatever is foreign, whether it has come from one

side of the Atlantic or from the other. This is, in short, the

"Concession."

We have enjoyed onr first drive in the country, that is to say,

an excursion of six miles thro\igh the " Concession." Is the air of

conatraint which the natives here wear in presence of foreigners

due more to fear than to hate ? These contracted concessions, made
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by the government to foreigners, remind one of " the liberties," so

called, which were drawn round jails in Europe and the United

States before tb; abolition of imprisonment for debt. " You are safe

within them ; \:e guarantee nothing outside of them." Neither

party looks with pleasure on "the Concession." The foreigner

wants it enlarged ; the native dislikes it altogether.

While writing these not very profound reflections, we were

summoned to the great gate of " the Compound," to see for the

first time a mandarin procession.

MANDARIN PBOCE88ION.

It is the custom of a mandarin, when he moves abroad on social

or official visits, to be attended by as many retainers as he has, or

can hire. lie proceeds, dressed iu silken robes, in a sedan-chair,
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with a square, glaring, scarlet canopy, borne by coolies, over his

licad. Fantastic groups go before and behind the chair, dressed in

faded finery, carrying umbrellas of all forms and colors, huge

o;ilJed maces and staves, banners, flags, and pennons, incomprehen-

sible, but fiery red and ragged. A straggling "company of musi-

cians leads the procession, while others mingle Avith it promiscu-

ously, all beating and banging on noisy gongs, clattering sticks,

and deafening drums. The procession in the present case was of

double dignity and importance : it conveyed two mandarins instead

of one. Falstafl:''8 "tattered prodigal," althorgh he had ''misused

the king's purse," was less grotesque. "VVe thought that as the man-

darins approached they appeared unbecomingly eager to show them-

selves. We did them injustice. Leaning from their chair-windows

tlicv bowed low and gesticulated reverentially as they passed us.

To our surprise, we recognized in their persons Chi-Tajen and Sun-

Tajen, survivors of the late lamented Burlingame in the great Chi-

nese embassy which visited the United States in 1868, and which

took final leave of Mr. Seward at his residence in Auburn.

" Wot I look at," said Samuel Waller, " is the hextraordinary

and wonderful coincidence." Chi-Tajen and Sun-Tajen, since

tliey parted Avith us, have spent two years in accomplishing their

eistcrn voyage around the world, and they have reached Shang-

hai on the very day we have arrived here in our western circum-

navigation !

The pageant passed quickly by, and we returned to our cham-

ber. How absurd this exhibition had seemed ; how differently it

made the ambassadors appear here, from the show they made

abroad !
" Yes," said Mr. Seward, " it is even so ; it is an evi-

dence of the decay of the empire. States, like individual men, re-

tain their pride long after they have lost the means to su]>port it."

Somehow it happens that, wherever we go, the resting-places

of the dead attract our attention before the homes of the living.

The peculiarity of burial here is, that the tombs rise in great hil-

loi'ks, everywhere in the cultivated fields, and even in the gardens.

Si) tar as we have observed, the monuments are few, cheap, and

iuelegant-
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Shanghai, Octolev Vdth.—Shanghai is immensely agitated con-

cerning the recent massacre at Ticn-Tsin. Wo find European vol-

unteers, a hundred strong, drilling for defence against an appre-

liendcd Chinese invasion of " the Concession." Mrs. Seward, the

consul general's wife, has just presented those volunteers with a

standard of colors. Everybody is astonished at Mr. Seward's rash-

ness in going to Peking at tlo very moment they understand that

all the foreign legations there are coming to this port for protec-

tion, under the guns ot their respective nations. Admiral Rodgers,

with his staff, called upon Mr. Seward to-day. Althoiigh it is im-

possible for the Colorado to ascend the Pei-ho to Tung-Chow, he

considers it his duty to visit the capital personally. lie has ar-

ranged to accompany Mr. Seward there next week.

Mrs. AVarden, our hostess, last night had the entire foreign

society of Shanghai at a ball, which, although given in honor of

Mrs. Seward, the bride, had been postponed until our arrival.

Gentlemen largely predominate in European Shanghai. The

recent arrival of so many American ladies was deemed a social

event. Our lady-friends at home will be interested in knowiuir

that all China furnishes not one mantua-maker or milliner. The

dresses for the ladies come on orders from Paris, London, or New
York. Native women have no need of European costumes. The

work here of the seamstress and tailor is done exclusively by men.

They come to your house and execute your commands quickly,

patiently, and cheaply, and in doing so they faithfully copy every

pattern you give them, and omit nothing. We are inclined to

think that the story of the American merchant who ordered a

dozen pairs of yellow nankeen pantaloons, and, sending as a pat-

tern a pair which had been torn and patched, received twelve pairs

similarly patched in execution of his order, is not altogether an

invention.

Tlie contrast between European and Chinese civilization was

presented sharply to us tliis nwrning in our passage from o])cii

European Shanghai, with its po[)nlation of tliree thousand, to tin;

native town of Shanghai, with its one hundred thousand inhabit-

ants, shut up within a circular wall twonty-tive feet high, and two
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and onc-tliird miles in circuinfercnco. We do not think that any

youth of our own day, however vi<:;orou8 his arm, however strong

the sliu'' or licavy the pebble he might use, could reduce that wall,

Avliich was built doubtless in the time of Kublai Khan, but we

would not answer for its standing against such an arm or weapon

as tliiit which brought down the giant of the Philistines. The town

was easily captured by the English in 1848. When we had passed

within the gates, and saw the narrow streets, and the crowded

structures, built of the nu)8t combustible materials, we wondered

what can be the Chinese idea in keeping up the wall, which, in case

of conflagration, must render escape i npossible. Native Shanghai,

like the foreign settlement, is built on an alluvial soil, and is insa-

lubrious, though reclaimed man} centuries ago. This city is the

seat of an immense inland trade, in which the tropical products of

Southern (Jhina, with the hardier ones of Central China, are ex-

changed over the Yang-tse-kiang and the Imperial Canal for the tim-

ber, cattle, cereals, wool, and other products of Northern China, Mon-

golia, Mantchooria, and Russia. The annual exports of the town

exceed in value the whole mineral production of the United States.

It need not be said, therefore, that its merchants are shrewd, in-

dustrious and prosperous. It is marvellous how they have crowded

so small an area with warehouses, manufactories, shops, gardens,

tlieatres, dwellings, and temples. All these are built on a scale so

small and mean, that, though each structure proves adequate to its

purpose, it is only a miniature model or a toy. Nevertheless, the

people of the town manifested much pride in showing us their con-

tracted dwellings built or exquisitely ornamented with cedar and

other fragrant woods, their miniature lakes filled with dwarf moun-

tains which sometimes rise to the enormous height of thirty feet,

and which the Chinese imagination magnifies into a range of Him-

alayas. We found there, besides tea-houses vastly finer than any

in Japan, numerous guildhalls elaborately ornamented, in which

boards and other associations of merchants and manufacturers daily

congregate to discuss matters of trade, and such politics as they

have. With all this, there is not one street accessible by car-

riage of any kind. The visitor is even obliged to leave his sedan-
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chair at the gate, and make his way through crowded lanes at most

six or eight feet wide. Surfiice drainage is used, and the streets

are so oflensive and disgusting that every European in the " con-

cession " warns tlie stranger against going there.

Contrary to what we saw in Japan, the native Chinaman shows

not the least emulation or imitation of Western customs and man-

ners. All his ways manifest a spirit of self-assertion and indepen-

dence, if not a contemptuous one. We now comprehend the puzzle

of the Chinaman in San Francisco. The scenes which the European

avoids here by taking refuge within the "concession" are con-

tinually present with him wherever he moves in San Francisco. It

is probable that the contact will work an improvement in Chinese

morals and manners there, sooner than the separation will bring

out that result here.

But we eschewed philosophy for to-day, and here we have fallen

into it again.

Shanghai, October Wth.—A renewal to-day of yesterday's

Chinese procession, but with a sequel. Chi-Tajen and Sun-Tajen

visited Mr. Seward, and announced to him the success of their

diplomatic labors in Europe, condoled with him on the death of

Mr. Burlingame, thanked Mr. Seward over and over again for the

aid they had received from him in their mission, and dwelt long

and gratefully on the hospitalities which they had enjoyed in the

United States. Mr. Seward inquired their lodgings, and expressed

his intention of returning their visit. They thanked him, but

insisted that he should not do so. They said, " We are living in a

Chinese inn, in the old city. Neither the tavern nor the city is

worthy or fit to receive you." AVhcn he persisted, they replied

:

"N'o, no, we will come to you here, but we are imable to entertain.

Even when we were with you at Auburn, and you promised tt»

come to China, we thought how unworthy we were to receive such

a visit. Xow, since we have compared so much that we have seen

abroad with what we are at home, we know this better."

It is a disappointment to us. What we want to do is to study

China and Chinese ways. This study is the last one that can be
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iiiiide among the foreign population of Shanghai. In that circle,

Ohineso aftairs are generally ignored. With the exception of an

occasional philanthropic observer, they talk in that society chiefly

of French defeats and German victories, of London fashions, Oxford

l)iiat-races, ami American inferiority to Europeans in diplomatic

iuid consular etiquette. If they talk at all of China, it is against the

I>iirlin"'ame Treaty, with asseverations that it is an utter absurdity

to expect any good thing to come out of China, except through

hlockade and bombardment. Possihly, this is an exaggeration

resulting from the massacre at Tlen-Tsin, and represents the tran-

sient rather than the settled opinion of the foreign population.

Happily this distrust of the Chinese does not affect or disturb

trade. A large part of the coasting-trade of China is in foreign

hands, and is conducted chiefly by the Shanghai Steam-Navigation

Company. That company has built wharves one thousand feet

long, which are covered with warehouses, here called "go downs."

From these wharves the company dispatches eighteen coastwise

steamers, an average of one per day. These are chiefly American-

bnilt, and they enter all the treaty ports of the empire. How
miserable the prejudices to which we have adverted seem to us, in

view of the fact that this immense development of foreign naviga-

tion and commerce is not only permitted by the Chinese Govern-

ment, but is encouraged by it ! It seems the more unreasonable

wlioii we reflect that now, after more than twenty years of

international intercourse, the United States have nut one gi'iev-

ance against the Chinese Government imredressed, or one demand

UDsatisflcd.

It is pleasing to meet, here, " John Brown's soul marching on."

At Mrs. Warden's ball, a colored man named T)Utler was received

on a footing with the other guests. This Mr. Butler, who is

e(]ually modest and intelligent, is a native of Washington, and was

horn a slave of C.)minodore Rodgers, the father of the jiresent

admiral. He is here superintendent of the "go-tlowns," and

cliargcd with the entire freighting business of the Shanghai Steam-

Xavigation Company, receiving for his services a salary of four

thousand dollars.
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Stenmshlj) Shan 2'iinff, October 2'2(l.
—"Situated as we are and

circumstanced as we are," it seems to us that \vc are out on a picnic,

wliicli, thougli it tlireatcns tolbe ]on<i^, promi.^es much of interest.

We have left Mr. and Mrs. Randall at Shanghai. At eleven o'clock

last night, Mr. "Warden, whom we have found as wise as he is kind,

drove us to the " Ilund," where we were received by the aforesaid

BU})eriirt;endent Hutler, who had set ship and shore ablazo with an

ilhinaination of Chinese lanterns in honor of Mr. Seward. "With

this magnificent display, we were brought on board this i)rctty

steamer which remains still attached to the wharf. It is one hun-

dred and fifty feet long and twenty-four feet across the beam ; its

state-rooms and cabins arc more spacious than those usually found

on our rivers and lakes at home, and we enjoyed in them a sounder

sle^p last night than the excitement and hilarity at Shanghai had

before allowed us.

At §ix this morning

—

"Tho ship was cheered.

The harbor cleared,

Merrily did we drop—

"

down the river to Woosung, where a friendly summons from the

Colorado brought us to, and Mr. Seward received her iialute of

fifteen guns. Under this friendly fire. Admiral liodgers came on

board the Shan Tung with an attendance of seven officers, a guard

of twenty-seven marines, and the brass band of his flag-ship. With

this gallant accession, we have crossed the bar at the mouth of the

Yang-tse-kiang, here thirty miles wide, and are once more aflont

on the Yellow Sea, bound for the now much-dreaded colder regions

of the north.

Taking up tho Shanghai newspaper, we read the news of tho

overthrow of the Second Empire of France, and the establishment

of a provisional government at Paris.

Everybody asks Mr. Seward, ""Will France now restore the

Orleans dynasty, or will it be the elder branch of the Bourbons ?
'"

He answers, " I think France will henceforth be a republic, not

because the country is prepared for it, but because it has at last

\i
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both sufficiently tried and exploded monarcliy and imperialism."

" Tills," said one of our friends, " is a bol(' prophecy to make under

the shadow of an empire which is five thousand years old, while the

uonTii OF Tin; yanj-tse-kiano.

repiiblic is only an experiment of one hundred years in America

and in Switzerland." He replied :
" The fi.rst Napoleon predicted

that, within fifty years, Europe would cither be Cossack or repub-

lican. Monarchies and emijircs are of the past. The republic is

the institution of the present and future."

" By the deep, twenty -four fathoms." Deep water this, though

the waves still glisten with the yellow sands of the groat river.

The ship rocks, and we rest.

Yelloio Sea, ZaiUufleU° 30', Sunday, October 23(7.—Alt liough

we certainly did lose one whole day on shipboard on the Pacific,

and although it seems to us that we waste much time on shore, we

find nevertheless, on counting the weeks, ai d measuring the dis-

tances, that we are moving rapidly. Only last Sunday, we entered

the Yellow Sea from Japan. To-day, after a week of observation

and festivity at Shanghai, we have made one-third of our long

10
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l)rojectcd voyage to Tion-Tsiii. Who can reckon on the Bcasons

?

We came on board, prepared with furs and blankets, and bhriidiing

with tear of tempostfl. Nevertheless, the heavens nre^ smiling, and

tlie Yellow Sea is smooth as Owasco Lake. The band, j)erhap8

because we are travelling in the hernia^ Iiero of the heathen, has

brought no sacred music. Happily, it has not forgotten its lessons

from the opera. So we were awakened and brought to the deck

this morning by the " Dies Iraj " chorus from " Faust." For even-

ing we have stipulated for the prayer in "Der Freischiitz." Al-

though we have no missionaries on board, we have come to regard

Sunday at sea as a day of rest, even more privileged and haj)py

than at home. We have offered from the deck thanks for our own

preservation as grateful, and prayers for friends at home, we trust,

as fervent, as those which may be made there today, "for per-

sons going to sea." We have just passed the mouth of the

Iloang-ho—the Yellow River—the second of the two great rivers

of China.

Steamer Shan Tung, October 2Uh.—We rounded this morning

the noble granite promontory Shan Tung, which is the most eastern

landmark of China proper, and gives its name to one of the most

extensive of the eighteen provinces wliicli constitute the empire. It

is the water-shed between the Gulf of Pc-chee-lee and the basin of

the Yellow River. It is across the western end of this promontory

that the Imperial Canal bears the exchanges of Southern and

Central China with those of the metropolis and the outlying prov-

inces of Mantchooria and Mongolia. Besides some tishcrmcn's

huts on the beach, we saw only one structure on the promontory,

a Buddhist temple. The whole coast of the promontory is held

sacred in China as pertainirg to the birthplace of Confucius.

The appearance of a troop of soldiers winding down the moun-

tain-side reminded us that the Tieu-Tsin massacre has been followed

by profound apprehensions of foreign war. A lonely, bas.iltic rock

towers above the sea at the foot of the promontory—a nKjnuuieut

that the land once came there, and that the wasting ocean has cut

it off. But this monument, like all those erected by human hands,
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ia not destined to endure. It is already broken, and the sea is

flowing; through it. Fishing-smacks flock like gulls around the

base of the promontory.

The junk is an odd-looking affair. It lies low in the water.

All its timbers are quaintly carved, and it is painted as gayly as if

designed for a regatta. Practically speaking, it is a double-ender,

and its awkwardly-rigged and ill-shapen rudder distinguishes it

OniNKSR PIBIIINO-gMAOK.

from all other sea-craft which have been built since Noah's ark.

On cither side of the bow there is never wanting a huge eye. We
asked a Chinese seaman the significance of that ornament. lie

promptly replied, "Junk no have eye, no can seel" It is a re-

markable coincidence that not only the boats but the houses of the

Alaska Indians are furnished with eyes. Although China has

never been a maritime power, and is tiot likely soon to become
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one, it has an internal navigation which has never been and never

can be equalled elsewhere.

Personal coincidences thicken. This morning, one of the

marines communicated to Admiral Eodgers, through the offices of

William Freeman, that he was not unknown to Mr. Seward. The

admiral promptly institut 'd an inquiry, which resulted in the

marine's coming to the quarter- deck, and being recognized there

by Mr. Seward as a soldier who served on the escort which attended

him through Alaska last year, and that his knowledge of Mr.

Seward had begun in his having been put on guard at his house in

"Washington, on the night of the President's assassination. Need

we say that he was glad to renew his acquaintance with one who

had been a defender on two such memorable occasions ?

Steamer Shan Tung, October 2G^A.—Bearing westward from

Shan Tung, we after some hours entered the harbor of Chee-foo,

nearly surrounded by hills. Thus fir we have seen nothing sub-

lime, nor even any thing picturesque in China. The northern

shores are only more pleasing than those aboiit Shanghai, because

they are slightly elevated and slightly imdulating. Naked and

barren at this season, one might well mistake the region about

Chee-foo for the California coast.

The United States war-steamer Bcnicia saluted us as we entered

the harbor, and her officers came on board. Chee-foo is one of the

last-opened ports of China. Tlie foreign settlement numbers only

one hundred. The native population is variously estimated at

twenty-five thousand to eighty thousand. The agent of the Steam-

Navigation Company received us on a well-constructed stone wharf,

and has entertained us in the kindest manner. We have made

an excursion in chairs to an eminence that overlooks tlie town

and harbor, and found tlicre a ruin, but were unable to deter-

mine whetlicr the structure was a temple, an observaton,', or a

watch-tower. From its dilapidated walls we counted two hundrtMl

vessels of all sorts and sizes anchored in the bay, although Chcc-foo

confines itself exclusively to the coast-trade. In this trade, pressed

tea prepared for the Russian market in the form of bricks, and
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scarcely more nutritious, is the chief article. A large and delicious

native grape cultivated here is highly esteemed in all the cities of

China, but no wine is made.

Descending the hill, we enjoyed the walk on the smooth sand-

beach. Chee-foo is a summer resort of foreigners—the Newport

of China. The bungaloos, however, are now vacant. One of them,

which was built by a missionary, cost ten thousand dollars.

The gentlemen of our party, having recovered their land-legs,

and been fui*nished with stout native ponies, made a scrub-race on

the beach. The admiral, " who carries weight for age," was dis-

tanced by the consul-general. Our friends at home will be pleased

to learn that the whole party furnished themselves here with pon-

gees, suitable for wear in the tropics, at twenty-five cents a yard.

We left Chee-foo at eight in the evening, and at eleven o'clock

wc " caught it.*' As we kept near the coast, the sea was shoal and

sand-colored. A strong land-wind arose and blew the water into

ridges thirty or forty feet high, and our course obliged us to travel

continually in the trough. The wind increased to a gale, and the

steamer rocked. How she did rockl Those two of our naval

friends who were left in a condition to do any thing, declare that

they counted twenty-four rollings of the steamer from one side to

another in sixty seconds. It must be confessed, however, that

Lieutenant Wheeler and Mr. Pillsbury arc somewhat suspected of

waggery. But it must also be remembered that, at the time they

made this solemn declaration, they supposed themselves to be very

nearly in articulo moHis. Only the admiral kept his feet, Mr.

Seward, with feet braced, being lashed in his chair to strong iron

stanchions at the centre of the middle deck. The ladies were

j)ackcd, wedged, and wadded in their berths. " Admiral," asked

Mr. Seward, " is this rolling and tumbling a customary experience

of yours?" "Xo," answered the admiral with not less than his

\\>\v.\\ gravity, " this ves el has a motion entirely unknown to mc."

"Captain," said Mr. Seward to the master (,i- the Slian Tung," is

this rolling a clironie habit of your ship?" "No," replied the

captain, "she only practises it in the Gulf of Pe-chee-lee." Most

of tlie Colorado's marines, and all the musicians except two, were
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helpless". Nothing that was loose remained in place; furniture,

trunks, bags, and boxes, bundles of pongee and baskets of Chce-foo

grapes, went sliding and jamming and punching, backward and

forward, and every way, until our pretty dancing-room gave a

heterogeneous clattering worse than a seance of the Davenport

brothers. In all this noise, confusion, and danger, it may well be

imagined there was no sleep at night, no breakfast in the morninp,

and no lunch at noon. The storm abated and the sea began to

subside at three o'clock. At four, the good admiral required such

of the musicians as were sound or convalescent, to play selections

of Offenbach, by way of enticing sea-sick passengers from their

state-rooms. But even "La Belle Ilelene" and "La Gra. 'e Du-

chesse " alike failed in this sad and trying emergency. Thc-« was

neither talking, nor dining, nor wining, until we dropped anchor

at nine o'clock in the open roadstead of Taku. Hero in that road-

stead we are now, waiting for the tide to cany us over the bar at

the mouth of the Pei-ho Eiver.

There is little show of commerce about us. As yet we see no

land, and only a dozen vessels, like our own, riding at anchor. We
are having a first experience of cold. The mercury has follen to

50°.

Ten o'clock.—We have dined. The pilot has come on board.

The musicians are playing their notes, and we are working uj)

ours. We hope that the dance which we have left for that purpose

will keep on till the tide changes. •



CHAPTER V.

UP THE PEl '- 'J RIVER.

MoHth of the Pei-ho.—Chinese Forts.—American Guns.—The Most Crooked and Mean

.! iVivers.—Chinoso Doga.—A Minundcrstanding.—Captain Wang.—Our Flotilla.

—

The City of Tien-Tsin.—Aspect of the Country.— Our Boat Life.—Absence of Ani-

mals.—A Messenger from Poking.—A Chinese Trader.—Tung-Chow.

tor that purpose

Pei-Jio River, October 27th.—We passed the bar at three this

morning, having only twelve feet water, while the Shan Tung

draws twelve feet four inches. Thanks to the sandy bottom, we

have come safely over. With the exception of our peeps into the

native cities of Shanghai and Chee-foo, we have so far only seen

Europe in Chinii. Now China and the Chinese have opened them-

selves to us. Taku is the outer port of Tion-Tsin, and is forti-

fied. Though the works are not remarkable for construction, they

have proved very effective defences by reason of the marshes

wliicli prevent the near approach of an enemy. We coimted one

hundred and fifty guns in position, some of which are of Amer-

ican make. The forts seem not strongly garrisoned. It was im-

possible for us to ascertain whether the wide-spread settlements

through Avhich we passed after crossing the bar, and Avhich contain^,

ii population of half a million, are one great city, or a hundred or

more busy vill.igcs. But wo learn that, statistically regarded, Taku

consists of three villages, Taku, Siku, and Sangku. A leading

business is the trade in salt, which is made on the sea-shore, and

deposited in largo quantities on the banks of the rivers. The

channel is crowded with junks, while only one, two, or three for-
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eign vessels ascend or descend it daily. We mi^ht well know that

wc have attained a higher latitude. The dwelling-houses here are

built, not of wood, but of adobe walls, with chimneys ; the streets

as narrow as those of old Shanghai. As we advance up the river,

we can distinguish farms, with spacious and comfortable dwelliugs

and out-buildings. The Pci-ho seems the most crooked and mean

of all rivers. Only such a people as the Chinese coidd have made

such a stream a channel of continental commerce. It is about as

wide in most places as our steaaier is long. It flows over alluvial

sands; the water is used for irrigating the flat plain. To us, who

are novices here, the cultivation seems successfid, and even marvel-

lous ; nevertheless, we are informed that this is the most barren

region of the empire. The cereals and vegetables are not different

from those of New York and Pennsylvania, though more various.

They have white, tulip-shaped cabbages, turnips of many kinds and

sizes, peas, lentils, wheat, Indian-corn, oats, millet, beans, lettuce,

and onions ; occasionally rice, potatoes, and swcet-pot^'^toes.

Approaching Tien-Tsin, we find the old familiar obstruction of

the " overslaugh " near Albany. The boat goes around every five

minutes, and sometimes, at a bend in the river, suddenly converts

itself into a bridge. It is doubtful whether we shall reach Ticn-

Tsin until another flood. To increase our discomfort, it began to

rain at one o'clock at night, and it still pours, and the mercury in

both thermometer and barometer is falliu";. I'i

Tien-Tshx, October 2Sf/i.—Persevering all night, through all

obstacles, we reached and grappled "the Bund" of the foreign set-

tlement at noon. Here steam-navigation ends. We must sto]) and

sec what next. Tien-Tsin seems worthy to be the entrepot of

foreign commerce, as it is at the head of inland navigation. To

estimate its trade, one has but to look at the flags of all nations on

the merchantmen and men-of-war, in the crowded and contracted

harbor. These flags were successively dijiped and our own na-

tional steamship, the Ashuelot, saluted us as we worked our way

to the wharf. The French naval commander and the British and

Russian consuls have already come on board with friendly grcct-

r.'
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The foreign settlement is small, but, contrasted with the

native suburbs, makes a very respectable appearance.

mgs,

October 2dth.—We have had a jar in our party. "With dismal,

cold weather, and with muddy streets on the land, we necessarily

remain on board.

A Strauss waltz, suggestive of a dance, was struck up by the

l)iind after dinner, probably at the request of the younger officers

at the foot of the table. Ileflecting on the excitement produced at

vliis moment, not only in China, but throughout the world, by the

recent massacre of Christians in this very place, Mr. Seward remon-

strated against the festivity.
'"^

°i voung people reluctantly acqui-

cscetl, but they are consoled this morning by his admission that we

had a noche triste.

"Wc have had a busy day. The gentlemen have secured a fleet

of flat-bottomed sail-boats with crews, in all niuubering one hun-

dred men. All the party have been engaged in preparing stores

and packing, intending to embark this evening Meanwhile, Mr.

Seward, with the admiral, has been entertained with an inspection

of the Ashuelot.

CniXESE ooos.
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Tlic foreigners in (Miina have not forgotten, among the humani-

ties, their interest in the canine race. Dogs of every kind have

come on hoard, as if appreciating the syinpatliies of civilization

—

tlie Newfouiidland dog, the Australian hound, the Russian hlood-

hoinid, and the universal black-and-tau terrier; but, far prettier

than all those very familiar friends, are a pair of spaniels, jjurely

bred from Chinese stock, which have conic in the stall' of the Rus-

sian consul-general. They are small, and of a pinkish-brown,

without a black hair. There is a tradition that Charles I. received

the progenitor of this race, in England, as a present from the Em-

peror of Chitui. It is that identical dog lying on the hcarth-nig

that Horace Walpolc describes as a "plumy wreath."

Ten o^cloch at night.—
" The best-lnid schemes o' mice ami men

Gung oft aglee."

The boats did not come to time. This afternoon a chair was

provided for Mr. Seward, and a Mongolian pony for each one of

the suite who chose. This animal, like our Canadian pony, has

great strength and endurance. Supposing that the plan for the ex-

cursion was fully understood by all, Mr. Seward went ashore and

sat down in his chair, on "the IJund."' At this moment, some ont'

asked Mr. George F. Seward if ho were going to ride. lie an-

swered, "No." On this, the inquirer informed Admiral Rodgors

that Mr. Seward was engaged, and would not ride. The whole

party at this moment galloped off, leaving Mr. Seward sitting in

his chair, surrounded by his eight coolie bearers, not one of whom
spake or understood a word of English. They waited for orders in

Clunesc, which, although Mr. Seward could give in English, there

was no person to intei^n'ot.

At the first turn in the road, the equestrians looked back for

their chief He was not there. Inquiry being made, the admii-al

answered tliat Mr. Seward was not coming out. This satisfied

them for the time, but on further reflection a doubt arose whctlicr

he had so capriciously changed his purpose. So the whole party,
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under apprehensions for his safety, returned on their track for a

rescue. They found him at a distance of half a mile from the I>und,

pressing on with his eight coolies and a mounted guide. After

\\nnfaiix2^us, we passed over a broad plain covered with crumbling

tctmbs and neglected graves, and then came to a high outer wall,

wliich stretches across from the Chinese city to the bank of tho

river. Tho wall was erected during the last combined British and

French invasion. It is an earthwork with a narrow, shallow moat,

a •dacis twenty feet wide, and a frail parapet with frequent embra-

sures, which impart to it an ornamental ellect. The admiral says

tliat the work would bo of no uso as a defence, but he has not a

hi'di estimate of Chip.cso military science. However that may

bo, the glacis furnished us a delightful ride, with beautiful vistas,

through the parapets, across the bastions and under the crowning

martello towers.

The Chinese know as well how to iitilize their temples as wo

know how to improve our churches for hospitals in time of war.

Attracted by massive portals and high outer walls, we crossed the

plain to examine a Buddhist temple, standing on a slight elevation

and overlooking tho river. We found it had been long ago con-

verted into a powder-magazine. Certainly the place is a titting

one. Miles around it is one vast suburb of the dead.

Adieu, Shan Tung, with your morning martial promenades,

your recherche dinners, your quiet card-])arties, your evening con-

certs and balls, your rollings, your pitchings, and your groundings

and your tundjlings ! When shall we see another seaman like

Captain Ilawes?

ILiil to thee, flat-bottomed boat number four of the Pei-ho

squadron, with your single main-sail, your fuin* poles, and your one

tow-rope ! Hail, (vaptaln Wang, and your meek and patient four 1

Whatever perils await us under your conduct, wo are insured at

least against a watery grave.

Shall we describe the ilotilla ? The admiral has numbered and

registered the vessels, one, two, three, up to fifteen. They vary in

dimensions, and, though coarsely, arc all strongly built. Each has

one cabin, less than five feet wide at the floor, and one raised bunk
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behind it for sleepitij^-room. It has cost some care to distribute

among the boats a party so hirgo and so very much mixed. Num-
ber one leads. It bears the Stars and Stripes, and carries tlio

United States consul-general, Mrs. Seward, and their Chinese ser-

vants. Number two, without colors, bears the two other ladies

;

and number three is the llag-shipof Admiral Rodgers, his secretary,

and servants, and floats the national ensign taken from the Colorado.

Number four, under a broader flag, carries Mr. Seward and the

BOATS ON TIIB PBI-IIO WTER.

faithful Freeman. It is the largest ship in the fleet, thirty feet long,

and twelve feet beam. Of the whole fleet, only number four has

a stove, and this is borrowed from the Ashuelot. Its cabin, there-

fore, is our writing-room. Wang tells us this boat is an inheritance

from his fatlier, and has been in constant use flfty-four years.

Number Ave carries Mr. Middleton and Mr. Rodman ; numbers

seven and eight, ofliccrs of the admiral's staff; mimber nine, the

dining-room of the party ; numbers ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen,
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fourteen, and fifteen, have on board, the band, tho marines, stores,

and baggage.

Each boat has its sunken cabin with a dark hold under tho

forward deck, wliieh is occupied by the crew, Tho cabins arc en-

closed with upright slabs, removable at pleasure. They are old

and full of crevices, and exclude neither the rain nor tho cold.

The boat has a single mast forward of tho cabin and before tho

cabin-door, on which a small cotton sail is rigged with a single reef,

upon a bamboo-spar. When the wind does not serve, the boatmen

resort to poles. When they grow tired of this, they betake them-

selves to the banks, which are neither paved nor graded. Attach-

ing the towing-line to the top of the mast, they nudce u loose knot

on the other end, and throw it over their shoulders. Thus har-

nessed, they draw tho boat up the stream. Eiich boat has four

coolies, and we pay for the whole voyage, including all the costs

and charges, six dollars a day for each boat, if wc travel only by

daylight, and nine dollars if we travel day and night.

Our naval friends have a mess-boat of their own ; the rest of

the party use the dining-room. Of course, these parties entertain

each other. The musicians and the marines are supplied with their

navy-rations, and the coolies take care of themselves.

We started with a fair wind this morning, and, as we passed

the shipping, our band made tho acknowledgments we owed to

the foreign vessels, by playing first " Hail Columbia," then *' God
save the Queen," the Marseillaise Hymn, and all the other national

anthems. The friendly ships and the consulates on shore lowered

their flags, and gave us cheers and encouraging salutations. It

was not doubtful that the gallant officers regarded our ascent to

Peking, at this painful juncture, as an adventure not altogether

free from danger.

'

The serj^entine voyage of three miles brought us to the Chinese

city of Tien-Tsin, enclosed within a stone-wall forty feet high, sur-

mounted .with watch-towers, and four miles in circuit. Suburbs,

densely inhabited, crowd the river on both sides. The population

is stated to us here at a million and a half. Travellers generally

estimate it at half a million. We may well accept the higher figure,
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for such a scene of crowded thoup;!! silent activity wo never saw.

Except tlio charred walls, broken towerrf, and bliattcred battlements

of the Roman Catholic cathedral and convent lately destroyed,

there is not one massive or pretentious structure. Narrow streets

divide monotonous blocks of one story and two story buildings.

Every small space is filled with countless, moving mxiltitudes.

There is no ferry, but the bridge of boats is crowded with a mass

of men and boys such as " Fulton l-'erry " presents on a holiday.

Chinese boats choke the channel. Wc thought we never should

get through the town, but we did. We saw an army of ten thou-

sand men, infantry and cavalry, enter the city as we passed the

western gate. At a distance the array was imiH>sing, but, as we

neared it, we discovered a woful lack of uniformity, as well in dress

as in arms and equipments. The infantry arm varied from a wooden

club of three feet long, to a matchlock with a seven-foot barrel

;

the music thoroughly discordant, but the yellow banners were fre-

quent, gay, and gorgeous. The march was as straggling and dis-

orderly as the return of the troops from Bull Run to Washington.

It is notorious that, since the massacre, the Chinese have been

gathering % large army at Tien-Tsin. Foreigners say it is a prep-

aration for war ; Chinese official persons, on the contrary, assure

us that it is a precaution against further outbreaks here. It is too

early, however, for us to speak on this exciting topic. On the west

side of Tien-Tsin, as on the cast, the plain presents a vast and

cheerless field of sepulture. Leaving this behind us, we come

through cultivated fields, with vegetable-gardens hanging over the

water's edge. Here we are planting our stakes and tying up for

the night, in such order as the admiral directs, lie has posted a

guard around us. No one passes without giving the countersign,

and each passing hour is called as the hushed night rolls on. It is

cold, and we shrink into our cabins to meditate as we may on the

strange scenes and men around us.

On tJie Pei-ho, October SCifh.—Thanks to our commissary wlio

procured, and thanks to the generous friends at Tien-Tsin who

lent us the blankets and furs, we have enjoyed a comfortable sleep
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in onr most uncoinfortjiblo of boats. Wc waked in a <lrizzling

riiii, tho tliei'Mioinotcr at 38°. In such an atmosphere, comfort ia

iiiii)()!i8il)le without exercise, which can only bo obtained by walk-

iiiii ou tho hfiippery day banks of tho river, for, althou<^h it is a

tiinul, it has no towing-path. The Imperial C'anal, the greatest

work of that kind in tho world, loaves tho Pei-lio at Ticn-Tsin,

crosses the YcHow liiver, and debouches into tho Vung-tso-kiang,

hut it has lessor slack water and other contrivances, which extend

the navigation to Canton. Tho Pci-ho Kivor at Tion-Tsin is navi-

gated eighty miles to Tung-(^how, the appointed terminus of our

present voyage, which is tifteen miles distant from Peking.

The country is level and monotono'is., but more sterile as we

advance. Although tho inhabitauls are poor, thoy seem hardy,

busy, and contented. There is no forest as far as tho eye can roach,

only a few poplars and willows, tho natural products of an alluvial

soil, kept as shade-trees. It is not easy to discover how the iin-

nienso population procure the fuel necessary in so cold a climate.

We bought coal, of an inferior quality, at a largo price, at Tien-

Tsin. Our coolies, in cooking, burn only dry stalks of Indian-corn.

While puzzling ourselves over that problem, wo discovered

great rafts of timber which choke navigation. Where could this

timber have come from ? Could it have come down the stream ?

If up the stream, where was it shipped ? On inquiry, we learn

tli.it it is brought across tho Gulf of Pe-cheo-lee, from the Corean

Peninsula. Forbidding as the way and the weather are, we have

walked this afternoon many miles. Our promenade was arrested

by a marsh which compelled us to make a short detour, and, at a

distance of twenty rods from the bank of the river, we found, in tho

bed of the morass, a pavement forty feet wide and one hundrod

feet long, of square liewn granite blocks—the first ruin wc have

thus far seen in ©ur journey. Who laid that pavement \ When
and for what ,"»urpose? Was it the bottom of an anciont canal?

Tlurc '(v'ero no other traces of such a structure. Losing the pave-

ment a: it difajipcared under the surface, we climbed a knoll fifty

roils boymd, and found there a perfectly artistic granite wall,

enclosing a largo area within which no edifice remains. At one
11
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coriici of the wall is an arched gateway half in ruins. Stumbling

through this passage over broken bricks and stones, we entered the

desolate court. Here we confronted a solid marble shaft, five feet

wide and twenty feet high, standing upon the back of a huge

tortoise of the same material, having the exact form and proportions

of Kature, every line of the shell, body, and claws being executed

with precision and skill. The middle of the shaft, on both sides, is

covered with legends, while each border from top to bottom is

crowded with mythical birds, serpents, and dragons, exquisitely

chiselled. We concluded that a temple had once stood here, and

Ihat the rp-vement below had served as the grand approach. Why
had it b'^en suffered to tall into ruin 'i Perhaps we may learn more

as we go on.

October Slst, Thermoineter 48° Fahrenheit.—We have made

half our voyage. A range of mountains looms up before us in the

west. What mountains il They must be the Altai range. AVe

have descu'ibed Mr. Seward's boat. Would not our friends at home

like to know how nicely the ladies have fitted up theirs ? It is not,

indeed, as magnificent as Cleopatra's barge, but there is no Antony

on the shores. They have a carpet of gray goat-skins, and witli

superfluous scarlet blankets have extemporized a tapestry, which

effectually covers the chinks, and excludes the wind. The dais,

two feet high, which serves for a bed, has a drapery of purple and

gray rugs. Their dressing-table^ which is a portmanteau on end,

is covered witl a gay shawl, and a mirror four inches square, witb

a gilt-frarre, oorrowed from the Ashuelot, hangs above it. For

sofas, they use trunks spread with a white Thibetian fur great-

coat, which Mr. Seward has kindly contributed. The access to this

elegant saloon, which is eight feet square, is not particularly con-

venient—an aperture in the front, two feet square, v.-ith a descent

of three feet, without steps or ladder. In going in one stoops and

steps backward ; in coming out, one stoops, and is pulled uj)wav(].

Our h;ibit of travel is settled. The fleet moves, or is supposed to

move, at dawn. We ai'e served with hot tea and a biscuit, with the

thermometer somewhere between freezing and 40°. We draw
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water from the river, for the toilet, in preference to that which was

frozen during the night in our pitchers. We make ourselves warm

by a walk of two or three miles. In these walks, we stare and

wonder at the uncouth ploughs, the awkward fanning-mills, and

CUINESE AUBICULTUBE.

other nule farming implements, and the equally strange farm-liouscs

and dwellings which we pass.

What seeii.'' stranger than any thing else is the absence of

domestic animals. Horses, cows, and oxen, are indeed sometimes

scon at the plough, but generally the ground is worked with spade

anil hoc. No wheeled vehicle, except rarely a cart, Avith a mean
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calash, drawn by a horse, a mule, or oxen, is seen. Forty sheep hero

are a fortune. Mr. Bergh's sensibilities would be sorely tried if ho

could see the burdens and labors imposed on the ass. The hogs arc

"black as the ace of spades," about as thin, and more scarce than

pheasants. Sometimes we take one side of the river, anti lien

cross tu the other. Not unfrequently, by the intervention of head-

land and promontory, we lose sight of our little fleet, or, fiiulini;' it

in disorder, mistake number two for number four, or the admiral's

flag for the consul-general's. Coming in from these walks, we

gather round Mr. Seward's little stove, read or write, and talk over

the alarms of the night and the incidents of the morning. We
breakfast at eleven, and dine at five. Our stores are chiefly foreign.

As we neither know how to procure nor how to prepare the Chinese

food, the commissariat gives us coff'ee from Mocha, sausages from

Bologna, biscuit and porter from England, peas from France, sar-

dines from Italy, cheese from Chautauqua, butter from Goshen, and

oysters from Baltimore, with wines from all countries in the world,

except China. Our boatmen, "heathen Chinee" though they are,

have become devoted to us, and, when they see our long waiting

for breakfast, they kindly offer to share with us their little menu

of Indian-corn bread, wheaten fritters, and cabbage-soup. After

dinner, we are weary enough to sink into our hard bunks, and cold

enough to draw over us our furs. The boats tie up very punctually

at ten o'clock, and it is by no m.oans safe or pleasant to clamber

over the decks from one to the other.

November \st,.—The November which we have dreaded has

met us here in China, just as it would probably have come down

on us if we had remained at home. Its breath, often cold and

clammy there, is no warmer or drier here. In four days we have

had not one gleam of sunshine. We mighv. well imagine ourselves

on the St. Lawrence, so similar ia the vegetation of this sandy plain.

One beautiful feature, however, of the St. Lawrence is mi.ssiiii,'

here. Instead of the gorgeous autumnal forest, we have only a few

scattered leaves, and those pale-yellow or colorless. We have to-

day added flttcen coolies to our marine.
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Mr. Seward's cabin has just taken fire, but Captain "Wang and

his crew quickly dropped their buckets into the river, and ex-

tin'^uished the flame. Travellers who come after us may take

notice that stoves on the Pei-ho are not only an expensive but a

dangerous luxury.

Tung-Chow, November 2d.—At a distance of six miles, that is

to say, a period of four hours, before the end of our voyage, a

mounted messenger, coming from the United States minister and

the Kussian minister at Peking, met us on the river with con-

gratulations. In the middle of the dark, rainy night we became

aware of our arrival at Tung-Chow by the noise of our tackle

talcing hold upon the bank. We saw nothing of this long-desired

haven during the night, though the unintelligible jargon of a crowd

which the great arrival attracted rendered sleep impossible. The

sun at last relents. The scene this morning, though grotesque, is

cheerful. The nocturnal crowd has swollen to a dense mass of

men and boys, all wearing the large, broad-brimmed straw hat,

clattering wooden-soled shoes, and thickly-padded and quilted blue

blouses—all parts of the costume showing the eflfeets of wear, and

suggesting many changes in past ownership. They manifest intense

curiosity to learn the secret of our large and imposing flotilla. As

they peep and peer through every aperture and crevice of our boats,

staring with wondering, long-shaped eyes at our strange costume

and complexion, our toilet has not been made without difficulty.

They are nevertheless quiet and respectful, and, whatever may bo

the motive, they seem desirous to plesse, to serve, and to oblige.

Every manner of small traffic is going; on among them. Bread,

cabba(,'cs, and cakes, were sold or gambled for according to the taste

of the customer. A " vagrom "-looking fellow flourishes a painted

pasteboard quiver, and turns it upside down, and chopsticks fivll

from it instead of arrows. Combative sparrows and canaries chal-

lenge each other through their cages, and a boy carries a pretty

brown bird, smaller than the oriole or tlic mocking-bird, and whit'li,

seeming a reconciled captive, sings sweetly out a merry invitation

to a gentle purchaser.
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The Pei-ho forms a basin thirty or forty yards wide, which is

here crowded with littlejunks or boats, most of which are used for

dwellings. The town stands on a terrace which rises gently from

the river. There is no dock, wharf, or storehouse, on the bank be-

tween the river and the terrace. The uncovered sewage of the city

has worn the sloping bank into channels, and between these chan-

nels are promiscuous deposits of merchandise and heaps of compost,

all alike prepared for shipping. The houses on the terrace are low,

but many of them have quite large courts. Their fronts are covered

with fanciful sign-boards. At a bend of the river before us rises

a lofty pagoda of seven stories; the first structure of this form

which we have seen. We wonder that it is not more extensively

copied in the West, and especially why it is not adopted in place

of our unshapely and cheerless light-house. The name jpagoda is

in common use, but dagdba is in use also. A distinction is made,

however. When the structure is small, and is enclosed in an area

with a temple, it is called dagoba. On the other hand, when it

stands by itself, its design is for ornament more than use ; it is

then called pagoda. A learned Chinese author tells us that every

structure of the kind, whether pagoda or dagoba, always contains

relics of some saint or martyr.

Say what men may, there is a power in gilded epaulets and

buttons. Our naval friends, strong in that power, opened an easy

#way for us through the inquisitive multitude ; but, in climbing the

slimy bank of the terrace, we encountered an obstacle which neither

gold lace nor buttons could displace. This was a caravan of thirty

laden camels, in single file, as they always move, just beginning

their long joumcy over the steppes of Russia to Moscow. Tlie

imperturbable beasts, thickly covered with long, scraggy hair, trod

firmly but slowly with their spreading, padded feet. Reaching a

terrace, we were as yet only in a suburb. After many efforts, we

were obliged to give up the exploration. Every street is a deep,

broad gutter, now rendered impassable by mud and rain. We re-

turned to the front, and contented ourselves with looking into tlio

dwellings and shops. The occupants were neatly dressed, sconu'd

intclligont, came out of tlicir doors, and saluted us, tendering
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their hands and inviting us to enter. One, quite disHnffue, bowed

us, with a politeness that was irresistible, into a wide court, bor-

dered by dwellings and shops. He indicated a knowledge that

wc are from the West by pointing to a Russian chart of Europe,

hanging on the wall. On this wd made a rough Mercator sketch

of the globf>. He at once marked on it the sites Tung-Chow,

Moscow, and New York. He served delicious tea, quickly prepared,

with sugar crystallized into rock-candy to sweeten it, and Russian

cji'-arettes. Then he showed us his money-scales, strings of cash,

numerating balls, bills of exchange, receipts, and books of account,

all neatly and carefully arranged. He called ju his tidy and re-

spectable assistants and clerks, and with special pride introduced to

us his pretty son and heir of six years. We were bowed and

" chin-chinned " by our host with his whole family and retinue, and

then read on his sign-board inscriptions which told that the place

is at once one of entertainment for travellers, and an agency for

tlie sale of teas in the Russian trade. We breakfasted in our naval

dining-room on the river at eight. It ^6 now eleven o'clock.

Every thing has been brought ashore, and has been packed in carts

and sedan-chairs. Ponies, mules, and donkeys, stand in formal

array on the bank, for the whole party, which numbers forty-seven

Americans, besides Chinese servants, drivers, waiters, and attend-

ants. Captain Tilden, on horseback, and his tall marines mounted

on low donkeys, make, it must be confessed, a rather ludicrous

cavalry display, but perhaps not ineffective for China. We take

our chairs for Peking.

/
_«j



CHAPTER VI.

ARRIVAL AT PEKING.

Passing through Tung-Chow.—Good Behnvior of the People.—The Road to Peking.

—

A Dangerous Highway.—Daniel Webster and John Adams.—A Review of Our

Party.—^A Grotesque Procession.—The Eastern Gate of Poking.—The Separation

of the Party.—Anxiety for Mr. Seward.—In Woful Plight—An Explanation.

—

Arrival at the U. S. Legation.

Peking., Novemler Sd.—The Government at Peldng, apprised

of Mr. Seward's coming, had sent forward two intelligent mandarins

to attend him to the capital. These officers at Tung-Chow sent np

a messenger to report the array and progress of the party, in order

that arrangements might be made for its safe and proper entrance

into the city.

What could be more gratifying to our national and personal

pride than the prospect, thus opened to us, of a kind and dis-

tinguished reception ? We took our way up the shelving levee, but

without a road or path. We went a long distance down and across

the ditches, which teemed with noxious vapors arising from the

vegetable merchandise and offal of the city. At length our man-

darins brought us up from the rivei''s edge into bustling lanes,

varying from five to twelve feet wide. The population gathered

to see a procession so unique, and i)robably to thorn iniposinj;.

After a full half-mile, we descended into a broad ditch, filled with

water reeklirgly offensive—a treacherous path for pedestrians, but

Chinese chair-bearers, like Chinese beasts, are sure footed. We
passed through an arch, under a higli wall, which stands on tlu>

\
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bank of a moat. We should have thought that we were now leav-

ing the city instead of entering it, if the ditch had been on the

inner side of the wall. The city contains within the walls not less

than eighty thousand inhabitants. Hours must have been spent in

getting through it, had not a military or municipal force met us at

the gates and cleared the way. The streets were lanes, the houses

low, cheap, and closely crowded together, as at Tien-Tsin. Our

experience, however, in passing, was particularly pleasing. The

people betrayed nothing of the hate and jealousy which are ascribed

to the Chinese by. the Europeans in the open ports. Whether they

understood Mr. Seward's public character, or were impressed by

his white hair, white Thibetian great-coat, and black Thibetian cap,

we do not know, but the entire population, young and old, saluted

him, as he passed, with unmistakable signs of veneration. Emerg-

ing from the farther gate, we came on the direct road to Peking,

distant, some say, twenty-five miles, others say twelve miles. This

road, built three ^^^ndred years ago, is an embankment forty feet

wide, and twenty feet above the plain, which is always subject to

inundation. The whole width has been paved with hewn granite

blocks four or five feet long, two feet wide, and eight inches thick.

These blocks were originally jointed closely and fastened with iron

clamps, so as to leave no crevice or unevenness of surface, but the

elements have long since deranged and dislocated the pavement, so

that it cannot be travelled now either by wheeled vehicles or animals

with comfort and safety. The horsemen and carts prefer to flounder

through the sands and mud of the plains below> rather than to try

this dangerous highway.

"Admiral Rodgers," said Mr. Seward, as they kept their chairs

side by side on this road, " did you ever hear of the interview of

Mr. Webster with John Adams, the day before his death 'i
" " No."

" Mr. Webster said to the old statesman, ' How do you do, this moni-

ing, Mr. Adams?' 'Not very well,' ho replied; 'I am living in

ix very old house, Mr. Webster, and, from all that I can learn, the

landlord docs not intend to rejiair.' " So," continued Mr. Seward,

" this road gives me a more painful impression than any thing else

I have seen in China— it shows that the Government has no inten-
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tioii to repair." The road might bo rcstorod as perfectly as before,

simply by reversing the blocks, and bringing them together face

downward. A clear field now allows us to take a review and cen-

sus of our party. The advance-guard consisted of twelve Chinese

infantry. They wore metallic caps in the shape of Mambrino's

helmet, torn by the hand of Don Quixote from the head of the

caitiff barber ; the caps fastened b;. long, yellow tassels. Their

uniform consisted of blue .

'
r;' i; f-ronsers and tunics, on the back

of which was a white circu grtui d, bearing the inscription in

large, black Chinese charactera, "Vai r-.' Next came, or, rather,

tried to come, a guard of twelve United States marines on foot, but

the nimble-footed chair-beai*ers crowded so closely on them that the

entire bodv took refuge in the rear. Next followed the four chairs

of Mr. Reward, the admiral, and the ladies, with a mounted escort

compo.^ed of the gentlemen of the party, civil and military. Then

the musicians and seamen mounted promiscuously on horses, mules,

and donkeys. The sailors found it equally difficult to keep their

seats on the ponies, and their feet above-ground, when riding the

donkeys. We could not count the baggage-carts, which, under the

awe of William Freeman, and the protection of a guard of marines,

brought up the rear. Having prudently determined not to shock

the sensibility of the Chinese by any display of banners or musical

instruments, we came along quicjtly without accident or incident,

until, at a distance of a few miles from Peking, we rose upon

the fine .orohed bridge of Palikao, where the battle memorable in

the war of the allies against China was fought, and in which the

lately-dismissed "War Minister of France gained his title. Here

the native guard halted and r.onged themselves at the side of our

cortcffc, presented arms, and, taking respectful have of Mr. Seward,

returned to Tung-Chow.

When wo had passed the bridge, the sedan-chair occupants, as

well as the horsemen, were seized with a mutual desire for change.

The success of cither party w'as not brilliant. The chair-riders,

victims of misplaced confidence, tumbled over the heads of tlio

donkeys, and the cruppers of the mules ; the mounted party spilled

out of tlie chairs. The country through which we passed shows
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less a neglect of cultivation than a dilapidation of estates. Half-

way on the road, we met a grotesque procession. First, came a

band of thirty or forty boys, dressed in scarlet and yellow, whom
wo might have mistaken for clowns, bearing staves with fantastic

badges of authority. Next, a band of musicians, displaying equal

luxury of color, banged and drummed on instruments unlike any

thing we had ever seen. Then came an enormous catafalque,

pagoda-shaped,, mounted on Avheels whose axles just escaped the

ground, the exterior covered with scarbt cloth, richly trimmed witli

gold lace. Within was an elaborately-carved coffin. The vehicle

was rolled forward on tlie rough road by eiglity bare-legged coolies.

The rank of the dead determines the number of such bearers.

Preceding the car was a mournfully-drossed, sad-looking little

woman, liolding up before her a large, painted wooden doll. This

figure represents the wife of the deceased, and is to be buried in the

grave with him, as her proxy. The precession showed to us more

courtesy than funeral-processions ever show at home—it opened

and halted to allow the chairs to pass.

At last, after five hours' tedious aiul painful travel from Tung-

Chow, we obtained a full view of the great Eastern Gate of Peking,

rising above monotonous suburbs, not unlike those of Tung-Chow.

Here the pathway on the plain below the embankment was a

smooth, dry sand. How could Miss Seward resist the temptation

to exchange her chair for a fine Arabian horse, which Mr. Low, the

United States minister, had sent down, and so make the entry into

the Chinese capital in a suitable manner ? The ride was exhila-

rating, and perhaps excited the envy of the less fortunate members

of the party. She was attended by two friends, one gentleman

on horseback and another on a donkey. The procession reached

the suburbs in tolerable order, but here the amusement of the

journey ended, and its difficulties and sorrows began. The worn-

out paved road, instead of keeping high and dry on the embank-

ment, sank fifteen feet below the level of the streets. It had been

raining continuously in Peking for three weeks, and the sunken

road-bed was covered with mud knee-deep. Villanous Chinese

carts, going both ways, crowded the entire path, obliging not only



128 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COCHIN CHINA.

tho chairs, but the equestrians and pedestrians of the party, horses,

mules, donkeys, and all, to pick and find their way on the broken,

shelving, furrowed, crowded and every way obstructed bank, be-

tween the houses and the road-bed.

"Wo do not know how nor where tho little mounted party last

mentioned fell under the guidance of a mute Chinaman on a strong,

fast horse. Pointing, however, to his red cap, either as a mark

for them to follow, or as a badge of his authority, ho hastened them

forward and onward. Only for a short time they saw their friends

in the chairs coming on, but falling more and more behind. They

passed under the great Eastern Gate, too much terrified to study

its architecture. They turned into a narrow lane, then by a zigzag

movement into another, at times crossing broader streets which

were obstructed with carts, booths, merchandise, and theatres;

then again into lanes, dark, deserted, and ruinous. If any one can

conceive an obstruction not described, it may bo brought into this

picture. Now they climbed steep, slippery embankments, dashing

and splashing against stone posts, sign-boards, and booths, scatter-

ing angry passengers, then pitching into nauseous, muddy pits.

They not only lost all idea of courses and distances, but also lost

sight of our whole column, and were cflTectually lost by them. It

required intense and watchful eftbrt to keep the saddle. What

could all this mean ? "Was the mute Chinese guide a decoy, lead-

ing into an ambush? AVhat could be the motive in bringing a

stranger and a woman there ? If not a decoy, why were they led by

a course so blind and tortuous ? Why were they separated from Mr.

Seward and our gallant defenders? Perplexed with anxiety for

themselves, and even greater anxiety for Mr. Seward and his friends,

they halted and beckoned to the red-capped conductor for a parley.

Mr. Middleton rode back as nearly as he could over the way he had

come, in search of "our absent friends." He rejoined them after a

period which seemed an age, and reported that Mr. Seward, nor

the admiral, nor man nor woman, nor beast nor baggage, nor any

other thing belonging to the party, could be found. Meantime

crowds, which their imagination swelled to the entire population of

the city, gathered around them in that wofid plight. Well might
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tlicy be " in wonder at our case, and bo perplexed at our condi-

tion," for, as the Aral) historian says, " our stiito was wonderful,

niul our case was extraordinary." Amon<? all these crowds there

\v;i8 not one woman, nor was there a man or boy, who gave us one

cheering or encouraging or sympathizing word, glance, or sign.

The mute signed to move on. Manifestly, any place was safer

than this. Only two subsequent incidents of that distracted ride

are remembered : the first, that in a narrow street we encountered

a train of loaded camels as long as that we had seen in tlic morn-

itiir at Tuuir-Chow. Thev would nu)ve neither forward nor back-

ward, nor give us room on the right or on the left to let us pass.

We grazed alternately the walls and the beasts, and it is even now

a wonder how wo esca]>cd being dismounted and trodden under

foot. The other incident was a momentary glimfise of the stately

temple, which, with blue porcelain roof and gilded dome, towered

high above an unbroken expanse of low, mean, and vulgar dwell-

ings, only varied by intervening heaps of ruins. We then plunged,

as it seemed, deeper than before into miry pits and squalid masses,

now only anxious not to lose sight of the red cap of our mysterious

cicerone, far in advance, and at the same time listening to eatch

the notes of the tinkling bells for reassurance that our donkey-

mounted companion was not lost. At last, and all at once, wo

turned a high wall, and entered through a substantial gate-way a

spacious open court, over which was waving the constellation of

thirty-seven stars and its thirteen red-and-white stripes. Our grati-

tude was even greater than our surprise at finding Mr. Seward and

Miss Risley already at the legation. His adventurous journey, as

he described it, had been even more pcr[)lexing than ours. Sepa-

rated from us and from the rest of the party, he, like ourselves, had

at f»nce lost all knowledge of both, not knowing that he had any

guide except the two mandarins who had accompanied us from

Tien-Tsin, and who now trod along side of his chaii', as he was con-

veyed by a route entirely ditl'erent from those which had been t.iken

by tlie other jiortions of the ])arty, and ccpially narrow, obstructed,

and dangerous. At times, he jostled against camel-caravans; at

other times, against motley, hurrying crowds ; now crossing a



180 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COCHIN CHINA.

imuUly tnoat, tlicii Bcalin^ tlic nlipixMy glacim of iv frowning bastion,

ho occasionuUy had a ^'liiiipso of tho ntliiiinil's c-liair, or MIhh KIh-

Icy's, or of a inountcd marine or imiKuian, but theeo invariably

crossed liirt track, or wero pfoin^' in an opi'osito direction, lie had

liirt thouditM and his anxieties. He now Haid he couhl never for-

^ive tlie admiral, or the naval otiicers, or the consid-^eneral, who

had Bullered otir carefully-organized and well-armed procession to

bo broken into fr;i<finents, and scattered through the lanes, alleys,

and ditches of the semi-barbarian city. While we wero exchanging

these ex|ilanatiuns, the remaining fragments of the party, civilians,

otlicers, marines, and baggage, not forgetting trusty Freeman, nujrc

frightened than all, came so rapidly with their chairs, horses, mules,

and donkeys, into the court-yard, that the arrival seemed alniosl

simultaneous, a.4 it certainly was of one accord.

We soon f( uiul out, but iu)t without much impiiry, how it had

come to pass that oiir entrance int(' the caj)ita], contrary to our ex-

pectation, was so irregular and disorderly. The (/hinese Govern

ment is at this moment profoundly anxious to prevent a renewal

of the popular commotions which have recently culminated in the

tragedy of Tien-Tsin. They had been informed, by the messenger

whom tho mandarins dispatched from Tung-C'how, of the constiuc-

tioti and organization of our j)arty. They had stij)ulated with Mr.

Low that our band shoidd iu»t ])lay along the road, or in the streets

of Peking. They had, nuireover, cautiously sent forward a compe-

tent number of mounted guides, wearing red caps, with instruc-

tions to break up our formidable })roce8sion at the Eastern Gate,

and to conduct each portion by a dift'erent routo through the most

quiet and obscure parts of the city, to meet only at the legation.

Mr. Seward now declined, with many thanks, the invitation of

the Russian minister, received before ho left homo, and we became

guests of Mr. Low, who, with true (^alifornian hospitality, would

allow no member of the party to find a home outside of the lega-

tion. Wearied by the tedious boat-journey from Tien-Tsin, and

tho fatigues and anxieties of our grand entry into the Chinese capi-

tal, we imanimously waived the wassail, wine, and music, oilercd

us at the legation, and retired to an early rest.



iwiiin^ hastlon,

ir, or MiKri His-

JC80 invariably

I'kion, lie had

jiild never tor-

ul-general, who

d proi'OSHion to

le laneH, ulleyH,

ero exchanging,'

jmrty, civilians,

Kreenmn, more

s, horses, mules,

seemed ahnosi

CIIAPTEU VII.

nmiDbLWE IX PEKING.

Aspect of rekiiiK.—Tin; Walk (in tlii' Wiill.—Tin,' I''ori'i;;ii Popiiliitioii of Poking.—Tw.>

Aniericrtii (.'liinesc.—Ndtivc Waros.—Thu Foreign MinistLTS.—Tlii' Rusniiin Ministir.

—TliL Uiitirtli Le^'iUioii.—liillucin.-o ol ilio ruiteii Stati':^.—Tlic Hall of Suii'iico.

—

Mr. Sewuril's Audieiieo with the Imperial Cabinet.—A Ladies' Day.—Chiiieso Ludios.

—A (Jhincse Mansion.

/'eki/if/, JVovcmhe)' Ath.—T!"' !..gation is the .spacious and coui-

i'ortable dwelling which was built by the einiiieni J)r, Williams, so

long secretary and interpreter, and not untre(iuently charge. It

was occupieil by Mr. llurllngame, and Mr. Seward now confesses

that it was unwise on his ])art, when in the Department of State,

to decline to purchase it for the (ioverument. There neither is in

Peking, nor any other place, ti building so suitable, nor could one

be more economically built.

After the relation of our experience in entering the city, we

need say little of the general aspect of Peking. The population

is about one million. Differing from other Chinese cities, its

streets are broad enough, but dilapidation and ruin mar the scenes

of highest activity, while the roadways are everywhere full of ob-

structions, always* ill-looking, and sometimes nauseous and dis-

gusting. There are no sidewalk- —seldom a pavetnent. AVith the

exception of an occasional private lantern, there arc no lights.

Many of the narrow streets are rendered impassable by upright

stone posts, set irregularly in the street for the very jmrpose of

preventing intrusion or passage. Except in the imperial grounds,
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there are no gairdens and no fountains, statues, or other monuments

—only compact masses of dwellings and shops, low, old, and mean.

The weather is cold, damp, and dark. A visit from General

Vlangally has been the incident of the day. The prevailing agita-

tion resulting from the Tien-Tsin massacre is the chief subject of

conversation. Mr. "Warden, at Shanghai, and Mr. Low and Dr.

Williams, here, appear to be almost the only persons in China who

take a rational and statesmanlike view of the political situation.

" We must take a walk to see the city," says Mr. Seward. *' There

is no walk in the city," answers General Vlangally, "except on

the city wall." " Very well," replies Mr. Seward, " then let us

walk on the city wall."

Peking, November 4, 1870.—So here we are—on the city wall

—

not the outer wall, nor yet the innermost wall, but on an interior

wall which divides the city of the Tartar conquerors frojn the Chi-

nese city, and at the same time looks over the innermost wall which

encloses the city where the emperor resides, which is therefore called

the " sacred " city. We x^ave reached this commanding eminence

just at the hour when the morning sun is lighting up the snow-

clad mountains which bound the valley of the Pei-ho nn the west.

It is cold, bu,t, with furs elsewhere superfluous, and exercise quite

unusual, we can bear it. The legation, where we reside, opens on

the bark of the now dry moat, which lies at the foot of the wall.

The wall is thirty feet high. We have walked several miles on

this elevation, looking down from the parapets on the scene around

lis, and have wondered at the numerous gates, all lofty, massive,

and grand ; have counted the thousand towers, bastions, and ram-

parts ; surveyed the walls of the outer and inner cities ; have con-

templated their watch-towers, garrisons', and arsenals ; and have

shrunk back from an estimate of the number of the gilded palaces

and temples. If we remember, we recorded yesterday, before

coming up hither, that Peking is a most unsightly and wretched

city. It seems to us now, although walled cities are unfamiliar to

our experience, that Peking is the only city, we have ever seen,

sufiicicntly majestic to be a scat o*' empire.
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True, these walls, built six hundred yej^rs ago, have failed to

protect Peking against the allied forces of Great Britain and

France, and they are confessedly useless for a defence in the mod-

ern system of warfare. But, like all the castellated and ecclesiasti-

cal structures of the middle ages, they are sublime and impressive.

True, even outer walls cramp the growth of cities, while interior

partitions and subdivisions must have an unwholesome effect and

be otherwise intolerable. But the castellated walls of the middle

ages are none the less imposing for all this. The walls of Peking

address themselves no longer to the reason, but to the imagina-

tion. No Chinaman, imless in military or civil employ, and no

Chinese woman under any circumstances, is allowed to go upon the

walls. Why do a people so jealous allow foreigners this privilege ?

It is allowed because tiioy insist upon it. Could there be a

stronger evidence that China \vo<ivies and gives way before the

ever-increasing importunity and exaction of the Western nations ?

''.Ve now recall the fact that it was stated by Mr. Burlingame, at

Auburn, th.at this concession Avas first made to himself and Sir

Frcdcriv^k Bruce.

Unhappily, a closer inspection of the wall and its accessories

enables us to see that much of its impressive effect is derived from

artistic imposture. Arsenals, capacious enough for the ordnance

of the Washington Navy-Yard, contain only a few awkwardly-

mounted guns. Painted cannons in the embrasures are substituted

i'ur real guns.

In China tlie national flag is never seen singly. Tliere are

always double flag-staffs. VJach gate-way has a rampart to pre-

vent the direct approach of an enemy. The wall is an earthen

embankment twenty-five feet thick at the base, the outer face

covered with large, hard, gray bricks, easily mistaken (or hewn
stone. During the day the gates are wi'le open, and there is an

indiscriminate commingling of the populat'ons of the Tartar and

the Chinese cities, undistinguishable at lea^^t by strangers. Yet

such is the power of habitual jealousy that the gates are peremp-

torily and absolutely closed from sunset until sunrise. A denizen

of one city left in the other at the closing must renuiin until morn-
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f

ing, "We look down easily into the interior city, tlie residence of

the emperor, and therefore "the Prohibited." Its gates, like the

others, are open during the day, but they are carefully guarded,

and none but the privileged residents are allowed to enter, except

by special order. The pala .os bear no resemblance in form or

structure to the royal dwellings of the West. They are spacious,

and, being covered with yellow tiled roofs, and elsewhere showing

a commingling of light yellow and green, they have an appearance

of newness or recent repair which is in strong contrast with the

outer city. The " Prohibited City " is divided by a wall into two

areas. In one of these the emperor resides with his family, while,

the other is open to the ministers of state. Wo may have an

opportunity to look more closely into this latter area.

The brick facing of all these walls is giving \vay. The culverts

under them, besides many parts of the fortifications, are dikpi-

dated, and the moat is either altogether dry or only partially filled

with stagnant pools.

We have come down from the walls. AVhat is the foreign

population of Peking 'i Did you say five thousand ? Two thou-

sand ? One thousand? It is only two hundred—diplomatic min-

isters, clerks, attaches and retainers, and missionary ministers, all

told. Mr. Seward has lield an audience of the whole to-day. Each

legation occupies a closed area, a "compoui. '

; ssigned by tlio

Government for that purpose. Only a narr^. uuie divides the

legation of the United States from that of Russia.

Two Chinese were announced this morning. They came in

very costly native attire, shaven, wearing the pig-tail, and their

feet cased in white-soled mandarin boots. To our sur])rise, they

accosted Mr. Seward in English, calling his recollection to an

acquaintance with him in the State Department at AVashington.

Surprised at this, he excitedly asked, how and Avhere they had

lc,..?'ned the English language so well. "• Is it possible," they

ansvitred, "that you mistake us for ('hinese? AVo are your own

countrymeri, i v'\ you saw us in service when you visited Fort

Co' ?Gran ru Arlington Heights." These two officers have with

great adroitness been engaged \:y an American mercantile house in
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China, to acquire the mandarin language, to enajle them to act as

agents in trade. On arriviug at Peking for that purpose, they

assumed the Chinese habit, and, abandoning for the time all foreign

society, they coniined themselves exclusively to Chinese inns and

Chinese society. They say they have done this with so much

success that they have never been detected by the natives, except

when surprised in making their toilet. The natives they meet

with often say that their Chinese is imperfect, but they suppose

it to be a dialect of Thibet or some distant province of the empire.

Of course, we must not disclose their names.

Our band of music, having been released from its durance, has

played for every foreign minister, who came to visit us, the na-

tional air of his own country. It has cheered us at lunch, and

awakened the echoes at tlie elegant dinner given us at the Russian

legation, and it ended by giving the spirited dancing-music for the

soii'ee with which the day has closed. It is the first foreign band

of music that has ever come in time of peace to Peking. The nov-

elty attracts native crowds, but excites no ill temper.

Pel-'mg, Novemher Mh.—Deep concei'n this morning at finding

the earth covered with snow, seeming to demand an early depart-

ure southward. The morning was spent in studying and cheapen-

ing the wares brought by native mer-

chants, and spread over all the floors

of the legation— bronzes, porcelain,

jasper, jade, amethysts, and emeralds,

wrought into the most curious shapes

—sea-otter, sable, Thibetian goat, As-

trakhan, wolf, white fox, red fox, bear,

])anthcr, and tiger skins. We shall not report our bargains,

further than that we bought a lapis-lazuli cat for two dollars, for

which the merchant's first price was twenty-five dollars, and that

Mr. Seward retired in disgust fi'om the trade when his oiler of five

dollars was taken up for a lignum-vitJE box, for which the vender

had all day demanded fifty dollars. As far as the furs are con-

cerned, our friends at liome, to whom we send the purchases, will

LAnS-LAZULI CAT.
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judge. Let this detail serve as an instruction that, as tea is tlie

staple vegetable production in China, so furs are the great import

of Peking. It is the central market for the northern regions of

the continent.

It is remarkable that, while the ancient civilization of China

favored perfection in the use of the loom and the needle in the

manufacture of silk, cotton, and embroidery, it seems not to have

brought into use either the loom or the needle in the manufacture

of woollen fabrics. The want of woollen clothes in the winter,

among the poorer classes, is supplied by cotton and silk, wadded

and (piilted. Such garments admit of no washing and little change.

The class a little higher clothe themselves in dried sheep-skins

with the wool on ; but every person, who can atibrd the lu.xury,

dresses in fur—the richer the person, the more elegant and costly

his robes of sable. Siberia sends her furs to Peking, and so does

Alaska. The Tartars and Russians, after the Chinese, are the

largest purchasors.

JVovemhcr Mh,— Peking wears everywhere the aspect of a

political rather thaiv a commercial capital. Revolution has not

worked out here any such political, social, or military changes as

at Yeddo. It is the residence of idle, profitless, perhaps often

profligate retainers of the Government.

Noi'cmher Cith.—A correspondence much more intimate than

is generally understood exists ' otween the several cabinets of

the worhl. By international usage, the Minister of Foreign

Aifairs at any capit;">l is the head, or, as our Hibernian friends

would express it. the "head centre" of the diplomatic body there.

Mr. Seward iir ing or'cuT)ied that position at Washington, the

magic ring readily .)|-ciis to him, wherever we go. The circle at

Peking is rather a contacted one just now. The Russian minister

is d(»jcn. Distinguished by military service in the Crimea, he is

a discreet, modest, uiid intelligent gentleman, and is understood to

exercise \Q.vy consideral>le influence over the Chinese cabinet,

while he enjoys the respect and confidence of his colleagues. The
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Ilussian legation has a spacious, costly, and elegant residence, and

an imposing 2>c^'sonn€l. besides four secretaries and a surgeon, it

maintains a Greek chai)el, open to native converts, and a Cossack

guard, Avith extensive stables. The (Jerman legation has more

moderate appointments. The minister, Haron Rehfues, is respected

for his large experience. The Dritish representative. Sir lluther-

ibrd Alcock, is absent. His place is filled by Mr. Wade, against

whom there is a universal ontcry, among the furcigners in China,

for his supposed tameness in regard to the matter of the Tien-

Tsin catastrophe. He is, nevertheless, a wise, learned, ])rudent,

and practical minister. Mrs. Wade, a daughter ''t. Sir John Iler-

scliel, is very intellectual, liberal in her opiniojis, and earnest

in her admiration of American institutions. During the social

banishment she has endured here, she has successfully acquired

the difficult mandarin dialect. The British Government is lavish

toward its legation. The residence was purchased at large expense

from one of the imperial princes, and repaired last year at a cost

of one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. The legation

maintains a chapel, four secretaries, six diplomatic pujiils, and a

strong military guard. The French legation has Count Kochefort

acting as charge (Paffaires. Far Icps discreet than our excellent

friend Ik-rlhemy, or his predecessor, ])e Montholon, who were so

acccj)tablc in the United States, Rochefort has proved himself

vehement, impetuous, impracticable, and inconstant in his reclama-

tions on the occasion of the massacre of the French consul and

nuns at Ticn-Tsin, while the military disasters which have just

overtaken France at home have rendered her representative here

jiowcrlcjis. The Danish and Belgian missions are only occasional,

and little more than nominal. Their incumbents are accredited to

Japan as well as to China. The Dane took leave of us at Yeddo,

to rcjjair to Peking before us, but has not yet arrived. Mr. Low,

the United States minister, is a very able man, of much equa-

nimity, enjoying c(pially the confidence of the Chinese Govern-

ment and that of the diplomatic cor]is. The ap]>ointments of this

legation, like those of the I'nited States elsewhere, are moderate.

Frederick the Great hardly practised greater parsimony in foreign
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dii)lomacy than our Government does. Mr. Low lias neither

cliapel, luir surgeon, nor official dwolliiifjj-house. llo has one

secretary, wlio is also his interpreter, and no guards. Here, as

in iTai>an, wo hear our countryuK'n lament an alleged inferiority

of our national importance and influence. They comjilain con-

tiniuilly of liussian ascendency at Peking, as they do of Jh-itish

ascendency at Yeddo. The grievance in each case is exagger-

ated. The archives at Washington show that Mr. Durlingame,

during his residence here, exerted a greater influence in China

than any or all of his colleagues. Xor has IMr. Low lost any

of this prestige. So also Mr. Townsend Harris, Mr. I'ruyn, and

Mr. Van Valkenburgh, as well as Mr, 1)0 Long, have not been

surpassed in consideration and usefulness by foreign representa-

tives in Japan. Nevertheless, the influence of the United States

in cither country is far less distinguishable in the sha])ing of meas-

ures of local administration than that of liussia or that of Great

Britain. There is sufHcient reas(tn for this, Avithout derogating

from the prestige of the United States. They are a distinct naMon.

They api)ear in ''Jhina, as they do in Japan, in the character of a

just and magnanimous power. They otier little but equality and

fairness in political, commercial, and social intercourse, and they

denuind no adv.'?ntages that are not ecpially conceded to all other

powers. Eussia, on the contrary, is not only a near neighbor of

China, but a colossal one. The connnercial and political relations

existing between them are various and intimate. The po})ulations

of the border provinces of the two empires have a close assin\ila-

tion. ]\roreovcr, Tlussia advances nearer to China every day Avith

her railroads, Jiligence-lines, ami telegraph. The Chinese know

that, while the friendship of Russia is invaluable, she may never-

theless i)rove a powerful, if not fatal enemy.

Tlie prestige of Great Britain throughout the world, even on

the European Continent, is derived chietly from the dominion ami

the influence she wields in the East, and the ci)minercc which re-

sults. This commerce, again, is the essential su]tport of the manu-

factures which are the basis of the prosperity of the English people.

Great llritain, therefore, wisely spares no care and no cost in main-
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taijiinfi; not only a (Ui)lomiitic force, but a naval prcdominanco, in

tlio East. India, Cvhina, and Japan, are her proper theatre. In

this great national policy she neces.-^arily cicounters rivalry and

rcsistanco. She has ap[ieured in China mure than once as an

enemy, and proved her power, as well to destroy as to i)rotect

and save. It suits lier interest to bo here now as a magnanimous

iViend, like the United States. Long may the two nations remain

in that accord 1

Wovemher Vh.—Wc have just come frojn a visit to the for-

lorn " llall of Science." The Church of ll(mie has been j)crse-

'."Sf-

ANiUKNT OllSKIlVAlOltV, lilt HALL OK SI ILME.

vering in its attempt?, to Christianize China, hut has left there,

thus far, only monuments of its failure. One of them i.s the Ob-'i

Rcrvatory, othcrwihC called the ''llall of Science." The great

Protestant Reformation in Europe was, as every one knows, fol-

lowed by a hardly less remarkable reaction and revival of the

Roman Catholic Church originating in the ins[)iratiun of Ignatius
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Loyola, and conducted chiefly by tlio Society of Jesus which ho

founded. In IGSO, the Emperor Knn,'jf-IIi erected on the wall

of the Tartar city an observatory, conunitting its construction and

superintendence to Jesuit professors, with a munificent endowment.

They procured in Paris, Venice, Genoa, and London, bronze astro-

nomical instruments, the most perfect that science had at that time

suggested, and of stupendous magnitude and magnificent execution.

These instruments, set up in the open air, and thus exposed with-

out a.iy protection against the weathei one hundred and ninety

years, are still in perfect condition, and as available as at first.

One of them is a celestial globe, seven feet in diameter, with

the constellations raised upon it, showing the exact condition of

astronomy as it stood two centuries ago. Besides this, there are an

astrolabe, an armillary sphere, trigonometcrs, transit instruments,

and quadrants. Although the institution remains, the circumstances

which attended its foundation have entirely passed away. "When

the Jesuits, here as in Japan, betrayed the ambition of the Church,

they were dismissed and banished. The institution fell under the

care of native professors, by whom it has been neglected. At the

base of the Observatory is a shabby suite of apartments, in which

the two or three native professors dwell, whose business it is to cor-

rect the calendar of the seasons astronomically, while they designate

for the almanac the days which are lucky and unlucky for births,

marriages, bargains, journeys, combats, festivals, and funerals.

Novcm'ber Sth.—The event of the day has been an audience

given to Mr. Seward, with Admiral Twodgers, by the Imperial

Cabinet (Yamen). It required grca^ skill and nnich care to organ-

ize, arrange and mount t!ie party. It, ain-mgtho Western nations,

"none but the brave deserve the fair," so, in China, none but gi-eat

mandarins deserve to ride in chairs, and only princes and ministers

are allowed to ride in green chairs ; and this, not because green

suits their complexion the best, but because green in China is tlio

color indicative of preeminent rank. So Mr. Seward, Admirnl

Kodgers, the United States minister, and the consul-general, took

their seats in green chairs, while the staff and others were mounted
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on ponies, so far as the capital furnished a supply. The " brdance,"

as our campaign-speakers say, went in carts. The progri..s8 was

on the avenue—not Pennsylvania Avenue by any means, but the

avenue without show of pavement, which leads from the Imperial

city, through the Tartar city to its outer wall. It was obstructed

witii auctions, theatrical entertainments, gambling-rings, and every

tiling else. The head of the procession, consisting of the green

chairs, winding its way among these obstructions by the vigor and

adroitness of the bearers, reached its destination, and alighted at

the porch of tlio foreign office. It is a low Chinese structure ; the

doors, wide open, revealed the Yamen arranged in a row within

to receive the guests. But the head of the procession, discovering

that the tail had fallen oft', decided to wait outside, until the lost

member should reconnect. This made a delay of twenty minutes,

which, as \vc suppose, was imperfectly explained to the ministers

within, who made an unmistakable demonstration of impatience.

Perceiving this, the head entered, leaving the caudal part to come

up to time as it could. In the middle of the room stood a table of

the common European height, eight foct long and three feet wide.

I'road and comfortable stools were jilaccd around it ; there was no

carpet or other fiirniture, but a kind of divan or sofa against two

sides of the wall. Mr. Seward and his chief associates of the giecn

chairs were graciously received by five chief ministers of state, all

of grave aspect, and two of them of advanced age. They were

richly dressed in silks, over which were spread ermine and other

fiu's. They saluted their guests at first in the Chinese foshion, by

bowing with hands brought palm to palm on their breasts ; al'ter

this they shook hands in the American way. All the ministers

then busied themselves in a somewhat demonstrative way in seat-

ing their guests. Two of the Chinese ministers took heir seats at

the upper end of the table, in the order, not of their rank, but of

seniority. Tliey placed Mr. Seward at the side of the table on the

left, then !Mr. Low, then tlie admiral, and then the consul-general

;

next two interpreters. The remaining members of the cabinet

completed the circle. The table was thickly spread with china

dishes filled with hon-hons and dried fruits. The presiding min-
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ister then rose and announced that his Imperial Highness Prince

Kung, regent of the empire during the minority of the emperor,

had been suddenly attacked this morning by a violent illness, on

his return from tL«> imperial palace. He lamented his failure to

meet Mr. Seward, as he had appointed, and had charged the cabi-

net to receive him with this apology, or to postpone the audience

to a future occasion, as Mr. Seward himself might prefer. The

minister sair* he was charged by Prince Kung to say that he re-

garded it as h great distinction that he was to become acquahited

with Mr. Seward, and that the prince intended in any case, as

soon as he should recover his health, to visit Mr. Seward at his

residence. Although Mr. Seward accepted the apology without

distrust or hesitation, yet all the members of the cabinet earnestly

reenforeed it.

Mr. Seward then inquired about the health of Wan-Siang, who

was absent. The presiding minister replied that Wan-Siang was

ill, and had just obtained leave of absence from his post in the

ministry for a year, to mouni the death of his mother. But they

instantly dispatched a courier to him, communicating Mr. Seward's

inquiries. The couriex*, in less than half an hour, brought a mes-
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sage of thanks and friendship from Wan-Siang. Later Mr. Seward

wpoke of the ability which "Wan-Siang had displayed in his negotia-

tions with the United States, and of the friendship he had always

manifested toward our country. These words, like Mr. Seward's

previous inquiries, were taken down and reported to Wan-Siang by

a courier, and elicited a similar reply. The ministers spoke with

much feeling of the death of Mr. Burlingame. Mr. Seward said

that Mr. Burlingame's diplomatic career was an illustration of the

highest possible success. A minister lives always under two dis-

tinct and sometimes irreconcilable obligations : First, he must

retain the confidence of his own country ; secondly, he must not

M\ to win the confidence of the country to which he is accredited.

Mr. Burlingame filled both obligations, and thus was enabled to

unite the two nations in a new bond of peace, and in a common

efibrt to advance civilization. The ministers thought themselves

under obligations to Mr. Seward ; in the first instance, for the ap-

pointment of Mr. Burlingame as United States minister to China,

and then for receiving him as minister of China to the United

States and Europe.

Mr. Seward inquired the number and functions of the "Banner-

men." The ministers replied :
" They are four distinct legions, con-

taining many thousand men. They all reside at Peking. They

are sworn to maintain and defend the emperor in all conflicts,

whether at home or abroad, and in compensation for this service

they all receive stipends from the Government. But the organiza-

tion of the legions is worn out. The service is a sinecure, costly,

and useless."

Manifestly the ministers feared that the apologies for the absence

of Prince Kung from the reception might be thought by Mr. Sew-

ard insincere and evasive, for they returned to the subject contin-

ually. He assured them that, although he had during eight yeara

conducted the diplomatic relations of the United States with China,

yet in all that time not one case of procrastination or subterfuge,

on the part of the regent, had occurred. Mr. Seward hoped for

the prince's speedy recovery, and begged the ministers to be at

their case about the present disappointment.
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Tho senior minister then, in a most reverential manner, ad-

dressed Mr. Seward, *' What is your venerable age ? " Just at this

solemn stage of tho audience, when all were silently waiting for

Mr. Seward's reply, what should appear but the tail of our great

national procession 1 Slowly eliminating itself from tho street, it

entered the gate, crossed the court, and appeared at the door. All

at once the queued sub-officials of the foreign office, w)io had

gathered there to be witnesses of the interesting ceremony, rushed

upon the porch to discover the cause of the interruption. Proc-

lamations were then made in Chinese by the ministers within,

which our friends outside, not waiting for an interpretation, under-

stood to be, " Make way for the tail
! " Way was made, and quickly

too, but where the amazed native lookers-on went to, our friends

could not discover. The Chinese ministers all five, the American

guests all four, and the interpreters twain, rose to their feet to re-

ceive the tail, and remained in that respectful attitude until that

important extremity had extended itself with its gilt epaulets and

buttons, its blue and black coats, and white gloves, on the row of

benches around the room. Order being restored, the presiding

minister renewed the suspended inquiry. Mr. Seward, looking

around him, said : " I think I am neither the oldest nor the youngest

statesman here. I am sixty-nine. I hope that the youngest may
live to reach your own honorable age, which I understand to bo

seventy-five, and that all may be blessed with years beyond that

age.

This answer of Mr. Seward was received with great hilarity by

the Chinese cabinet, and unanimously pronounced to be so exqui-

sitely courteous as to deserve a bumper. Thereupon glasses were

brought in, filled with a hot, strong drink, which they called wine.

Then followed a slow and measured succession of delicate viands,

birds'-nest soup, pigeons'-eggs, cabbages minced, and tender shoots

of bamboo boiled, pheasants, grouse, and stewed wild-ducks of

many kinds, fishes, sharks'-fins and other luxuries with names un-

known. These dishes, in the whole numbering not less than one

hundred and fifty, were severally served to each guest in the smallest

bits on tiny plates, which at last crowded and encumbered tho table.
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These plates were filled by the ministers from tureens, which con-

tinually replaced each other. Each visitor was provided with knife

and fork, as well as chop-sticks. It is etiquette here for each person

to help every other person at the table to every course that comes

on. Occasionally, Mr. Seward raised a political question of some

sort, but the ministers adroitly passed it by. Whether they were

unwilling to speak freely in the absence of the regent, or whether

they fcai'cd to expose themselves before the crowded Chinese audi-

ence, which had again gathered in the apartment, Mr. Seward could

not determine. Wc learn that all the offices of the Government

arc filled or suspected of being filled with spies. It was soon

manifest that little was to be learned of Chinese^ afl'airs at this

magnificent entertainment. The ministers, with evident self-satis-

faction, entertained their guests with familiar Chinese proverbs,

epigrams, and riddles, and they resolutely persisted in accepting as

clever every thing said by Mi*. Seward, or either of the other guests,

however commonplace it might be. Two of the ministers are

poets; they rehearsed their own verses and other Chinese poetry,

with marked emphasis and at great length. Neither of the inter-

preters, however, could render these verses into intelligible English.

But the guests received the rehearsal as fine, nevertheless.

One of the ministers said :
" Mr. "ard, your complexion is very

fresh and your step vigorous. You must have a secret, which en-

ables you to preserve them tL rough such great labors and travels."

" You are compllmentar /," answered Mr. Seward ;
" what

health and strength I have are due to activity and exorcise."

To this one of the poetical ministers responded :
" Yes, every

thing in the universe is constantly a tWc ; only the Creator of all

is at rest."

Mr. Seward now began to understand that this reception was

intended lees as an audience than as a feast, and that drinking deep,

or at least often, is here a requirement of such an entertainment.

The ministers descanted both in prose and poetry, with proverbs

and epigrams, on the virtue of hospitality, and the excellence of

conviviality. They drank deep and filled up often.

Addressing Admiral Rodgers, one of the two Anacreons insisted



146 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COOUIN CUINA.

that the best proof of friendship that one can give at an entertain-

ment is, to get drunk. All his associates facetiously concurred.

Admiral Rodgers answered :
" I accept the generous sentiment,

and I invite all the members of the cabinet to get as drunk as

possible, and as quickly as they can."

The cabinet showed its ajjpreciation of the admiral's repartee

by vehement laughter and much gesticulation. At least, one of

them took the gallant admiral at his word, and drank much deeper

than before.

The h'^pitality of the ministers was not monopolized by the

head of die procession. Dainty dishes and strong drinks were

served to the tail as it lay stretched along the benches. They were

discussed with entire satisfaction, but in respectful though wonder-

ing silence.

After a sitting of four hours, Mr. Seward, to whom the right

belonged, brought the entertainment to an end by proposing to

his august entertainers :
" Perpetual peace, prosperity, and welfare

to China."

The ministcn^ deliberated, consulted, and then asked leave to

amend by adding the words, " and the United States."

Mr. Seward accepted the amendment with a further amend-

ment, which brought the sentiment into this form, satisfactory to

all the party

:

"Perpetual peace, prosperity and welfare to China and the

United States, the oldest and the youngest of empires.

The visitors rose, and, after the most respectful and cordial bow-

ing and hand-shaking, were dismissed. The procession reached the

legation at a very late hour. We have not heard whether it stood

any more firmly on the ord^'r of its coming than it did on the

"order of its going," as the gentlemen had no time to report be-

fore sitting down to Mr. Low's dinner, the great diplomatic enter-

tainment of the season.

Novcmher ^th.—Three months today from Auburn. Not a

word yet from home. Mr. Seward has sent a telegram by courier

one hundred and eighty miles to Kiakhta, on the Russian frontier,
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there to be put on tlie Russian wires. How much more have we

seen and learned, in these three months of foreign travel, than we

could have seen and learned within the same period of travel at

home ! A messenger has come to the legation with compliments

to Mr. Seward, and a polite inquiry whether his reception yester-

day was agreeable to him. They desired him to know that they

never unbent themselves so much to a stranger as they did to him

on that occasion.

This has been especially a ladies' day. Yang-Fang, pawnbroker

by profession, mandarin by rank, one of the three richest men in

Peking, was educated at Shanghai, where he had some opportuni-

ties of seeing the Western mode of life. He is desirous of culti-

vating the acquaintance of foreigners here so for as he can do so

without exciting Chinese suspicion of his loyalty. He tendered an

invitation to the three ladies to visit his family. The in^'i Nation

was communicated confidentially, and with the condition tliat they

should be attended by only two gentlemen, neither of whom sliould

be an official person. The ladies went at one o'clock to-day, in

18
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closely-covcrccl chairs, tlirougli familiar streets, until tliey turned

into a narrow and uninviting one. There they stopped at the gate

of an outside wall, one of many gates of the same kind. Through

this gate they were ushftred into a paved court. Ascending three

or four steps, they entered a second gate. The mandarin received

them there with his wife and five handmaidens who were waiting,

and led them through a corridor. This ceremony over, the wife led

the party to her boudoir. This room is furnished with a curious

combination of European and Chinese styles. A Brussels carpet,

WIFE UF YANQ-FANO. (FBOM A PIIOTOQBAPII BY II'MSELF.)

half a dozen minors of different sizes, with gilt frames, pictures of

the Yoseniite valley, a French clock, a barometer, a small Ameri-

can sewing-machine with a crank, two chairs covered witli red

cloth, Chinese divans, a French bedstead ""vith curtains, French

knick-knacks, but no Chinese ones, rows of porcelain vases, and

pots filled with chrysanthemums, an a(piarium witli gold-fish, a

black cat six finely-bred spaniels, and a monkey, made the comple-

ment of this singular apartment. The visitors, taking scats on the

European sofas, and the Chinese ladies on the divans, exehargcd

compliments as well as they could, the A.uericau Lidice trying to
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recall tlie instructions they had received from Chi-Tajcn at Auburn.

Next the Chinese ladies took the watches, gold chains, bracelets,

and foreign rings, and inspected them carefully. At the same time

they put into thci hands of their visitors their own ornaments,

pearls, emeralds, sapphires, rubies, and amethysts. After this the

ladies of the house examined the American ladies' dresses, hats,

and gloves, marking well the fashion and material, and in a gentle

and unf.ffected way offered to inspection their own richer and more

elegant costumes of silk and embioidery. The wife is a delicate-

looking woman of forty. She wore a lavendercolored, embroid-

ered crepe petticoat, over this a double tunic of two pretty shades

of blue silk, trimmed with a variegated chintz border, scaiiet satin

embroidered under-sleeves, so long as nearly to conceal the slender

hands—the nails, as long aa the lingers, polished and stained to re-

semble tortoise-shell, each nail having for its protection a wrought

gold case. Her coarse, black Mongolian hair, carefully dressed

and fastened with gold pins, was partly covered with a black-satin

LONG NAILS.

cap, tied at the back. This cap, not unlike in shape to tho " Mary

Stuart," was entirely seeded with pearls, rubies, emeralds, and

sapphires, many of them, especially the pearb, large, and of rare

value. Her feet, of which only occasicnal glimpses could be had,

were not more than three inches long, and were tightly encased

in scarlet-satin shoes ; her face and neck, literally plastered with

pearl-white, in shocking contrast with eyelids and cheeks painted

pink, and lips red ; her manners and speech are unmistakably
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refined ; she is reputed intellectual, and fond of books. The five

handmaidens were dressed in a manner which, though not inele-

gant, showed the inferiority of their position- -one of them very

handsome, dressed in scarlet satin, but none of the five wore jewels,

or had small feet. The wi^'o has no children ; two of the waiting-

women have. While, by the custom of China, these children are

accredited to the wife as her own, and deemed legitimate, their

mothers rather lose than acquire respect by the parentage. The

mutual inspection of dresses in the boudoir having ended, the visit-

ors were next conducted to what they supposed to be the mandarin's

apartment, the great room of the house. Here they found a sofa,

a covered table, and two chairs, all European, a broad but very low

carved Chinese bedstead, with heavy bhie-silk curtains, and cases

of chemical, photogi-aphic, electric, and other scientific apparatus

of European manufacture. Tea was served in French china cups,

fir&fc the English breakfast-tea, afterward the real Chinese beverage,

which has the exquisite aroma of neroli ; with it nice cakes of end-

less variety and shapes, made of flour, sugar, and oil. The wife

and one of the women sat at the table with the guests, while the

others busied themselves in sending in the different courses of the

entertainment, which were served by young girls. The Chinese

ladies, with their own hands, favored their guests with cigarettes

made of Turkish tobacco, while they themselves used long, massive,

silver pipes. The smoke was inhaled through water, and invariably

blown out of the nose. Being well provided with interpreters, the

visitors tried to induce conversation. The Chinese ladies answered

nothing, but laughed at every thing the guests said. They then

endeavored to accommodate themselves to their entertainers, and

spoke to them as to children, but with little more success. The

mandarin improved the opportunity to express his admiration for

European customs. He thanked the ladies for the honor of their

visit, and then showed them all the other apartments of the house.

These have only stone floors, and the rooms are without furniture.

He even conducted them to his opium-smoking room for guests,

with its carefully prepared kang and pillows for reclining upon

A hen the delicious intoxication colnes on. The ladies, of course,
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did not iiululge. The mandarin informed tlicm that ho does not

practise it, and on this occasion the use of the room was lost. The

mandarin, being a proficient in photography, displays pictures of

TAKO-FAMO'fl RMOKINO-BOOM.

massive. his wife and handmaidens throughout the house. In one room

there is a disorderly collection of Chinese books.

In going through the maze of apartments, the ladies, hearing the

loud chirping of a cricket, stopped. Thci'cupon one of the women

brought out a white-silk bag from her pocket, and took from it a

small, exquisitely-carved bamboo-box, and, opening it, shoM'cd us her

pet cricket, which closely resembles the American grasshopper. The

lighting of crickets is a favorite amusement of the Chinese ladies.

A rather rough cast-iron Englisli pump, standing against the

wall, attracted the attention of the visitors, and they incpiired its

use. The mandarin said, " It is set up to extinguish accidental fire,

and I put the women under it when they quarrel." The women
evidently looked upon it with disgust.

The house consists of no 4ess than twenty distinct buildings,

I
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with rc(l-and-yell()W vcrimdiis, nil connected by tv;o very irrc^'ulnp

corridors, one above the other, which turti and twint up and down

throw«j;li crooked little staircasen, under archen, around Kcjuare itil-

larn, in and out of all Horts of dark holes and corners. There are

two narnjw areas, M'hich pretetul to be gardens, with a grotes^uo

combination of shrubbery and rock-work.

Having tinished the exploration of this quaint, inconvenient,

and dingy mansion, the vislti rs took their leave, and reached the

legation at six in the evening.

CUINEHE UATKWAY.



CHAPTER VIII.

RESIDENCE LV PEKING (Conlinml).

The Decay of China.—The Temple of Heaven.—The Temple of the Earth.—The Tem-

ple of Buddha.—The Chinese Bonzes.—The Temple of Confucius.—The Ueligion

of China.—A Pleasant Reunion.—The Birds of Peking.—An OflHcial Dilemma.-

Interview with Wan-8iung.—Influence uf Burlingamc.

November 10th.—We are inclined to think that, while every

other nation in the world is advancing toward a higher plane of

civilization, China is not merely stationary, but is actually going

backward and downward. Is this decline of China a result of the

imperfect development of religious truth ? The Chinese remain

now as they were live thousand years ago, materialists. They

worship the heavens, they worship the earth, the sun, and the

moon, the planets, and the ocean, besides a multitude ot other

natural objects and forces. They worship, more than any other

creature, their ancestors, who are created beings even if they have

an e.xistencc after death. Even the philosophy and morals of Con-

fucius have left the Chinese sentiment of his teachings not less

material than before. The Chinese have expressed thi:i materialism

in erecting great temples—the Temple of Heaven, the Temple of

the Earth, and the Temple of the Moon. To the material heaven

tlicy ascribe all power, and from it they claim that the emperor, as

vicegerent, derives all authority. As Heaven made not only China,

but the whole world, so the emperor as vicegerent not only governs

the empire, but is rightful ruler of the whole earth. The Temple
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of IleiivcMi, in Peking, irt tliorotbro, prooiniMOMtly, tlio imperial oiio ;

or, if thero is such a tliiiij? as ii kimiso )f nationality in Cliina, tlio

national cue—nioro national than VV est minster Abbey or St. Paul's

is a national church of Kn<jjlan(l, or Notro-Dame a national church

of France, or St. Peter's of Italy. Tho Tomi»lo of Iloaven is to

China wha* Solomon's. Temple was to the jieople ot .ludea. it

stands in an enclosed area of six Innulred acres. Its lofty porcelain

dome, typical of heaven, has the azure tint of the sl^y. Its cir-

cular altar consists of three slai:;es or stories, the lower ono hundred

and twenty feet, the second ninety feet, and tho third sixty feet in

diameter. In this Temple of 11(^1^ od the ('iii|)eror is crowned, and

by that ceremony assiunes, as vicejjerent of lleaveu, the govern-

ment of the wlude earth. He is dressed in blue, imitatiujjj the

drapery of tho skies, and faces the fcouth, because Ohina chielly lies

south of Poking, and tlio rest of tho world is suj)posed to be lying-

in dej)endoiU'e beyond it. Hero he nud<es annual tacritices to

Heaven, invoking its protectioTi of tho empire in war, and its bless-

ings in peace. Dressed in yeUow, the color of the earth, he oilers

similar though lose, freciuent sacriiices at the Temple of tho Earth.

Dressed in red robes, he nuikes similar homage in the Temple of

the Sun, and in pale white in tho Tcm])le of the Moon.

A high, embanked road, once grandly paved, leads from tho

imperial palace, in the " Forbidden (^ity," to tho Temple of Heaven.

When the emperor visits tliis temple, ho is seated in a yellow-and-

bluo oar, v.-hich is drawn over that road by six white eloi)h!i s.

The tom])lo is held as sacred by the (Miiiieso as tho Caaba at Mecca

by tho Mohannnr^dans. Mr. Seward was desirous to visit it. All

the foreign ministers assured him tliat the popular i)rcjiulice agaiiist

profaning tho temple, even i)v the intrusion of the (-hinese them-

selves, is so great tliat no ministry could dai-e open it to a foreigner.

Not lojig ago, however, there was a place broken in the outer wall,

over wliic1> some a<lventurous travellers have entered. Wo set out

to explore, thinking it ])ossible we might t Tcct an entrance through

that breach. On the way we took notice; that the present regency

has sold all tho imperial elephants, a.nl thiit tho stables aro falling

into decay. We found the imperial avenue in rw'iis, so that no
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el(!j)li!Uit-cftr or other voliido could bo driven over it. Wo made

our way on loot mid in ehiiirs. Arriviiij^ op; i.sito the teiiiplo arja,

wo diHeoverod that, althouj^h tlie breach in the wall had been closed,

a ^ate at the front was open, a janitor standiiif^ by it. This seem-

in;^ a ])ropitioiis si^n, wo left tho avenue, and directed our steps

thitiier. The janitor, seeing us ajiproach, closed tho f^ate, and re-

tinal, certainly out of si^ht, but we thought not out of hearing.

We had interpreters ready of speech and skilful to nefjjotiate, but

no iiulucouu!ut that wo ollered, either moral or pecuniary, could

avail to brini:^ back the lost custodian. This was only one more

renewal of the experience which other nieiubers of the party had

:

TKMi'i.K OK iii:avi;n.

for Roveral days. More disiippointed than clia;^Tinod, wc crossed

the avenue, to a ^ate opposite the Temple of Heaven, which o])en8

U])on the same area with the Temple of Agriculture. A lung
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argument ensued between our intei-preter, Dr. Williams and the

custodian. It ended by liis taking half a dollar in Chinese " cash."

On inquiry, however, we found that the difficulty was not one that

involved the privilege of entering the temple, but only a question

of prepayment of the fee.

The enclosure of the Temple of Agriculture contains four hun-

dred acres. Custom requires that the emperor shall come once a

year to this temple, with the same magnificent demonstration as on

the occasion of his visits to the Temple of Heaven, and, as vice-

gerent of Heaven, shall break the earth with a plough, sow it with

seed, and implore propitious rain and sunshine, and plentiful harvest.

These functions being celestial, the right to perform them cannot

be delegated, and so they are for the present suspended during the

minority of the emperor. The present emperor is yet only thirteen

years of age. Several years having elapsed since the death of the

last monarch, the temple and its appurtenances exhibit neglect and

ruin, such as are not likely to occur on the show-grounds of our

agricultural fairs.

A large portion of the grounds is covered with cypress-groves,

a growth of more than five hundred years. The grounds and even

the roads are overrxm with coarse, rank grass and weeds. The wild-

thom made fearful havoc with our clothes, and we required to be

continually on our guard against nettles, ^n an open square of

half an acre is a circular platform of stone, with a marble balus-

trade and a staircase, which is guarded by the figure of a dragon.

On ceremonial occasions, a tlu'one is placed in the centre of this

platform under a gorgeous blue canopy. Here the emperor alights

from his palanquin, and takes his seat in solitary pomp. Directly

opposite, at a distance of thirty feet, is a similar platform which is

occupied by the imperial fiiniily. Proclamation being made^ the

emperor leaves the throne, and makes a solonni progress, followed

by his family and ministers, to a temple some two hundred feet

distant, which may be eiglity feet square and fift » feet high ; against

the inner wall of this temple a dais is raised twenty feet, and upon

it is a throne, the same which the late emperor occupied at the Inst

celebration. Over the throne, in large characters, is this legend

:
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"We praise the God who taught men to sow, and who gives them

the liarvest."

Altars with vases surroimd the throne. When the emperor has

been seated for a time, he rises, and, standing erect, lifts his hands

in adoration, and amid the clouds of incense invokes the blessings

needful for his people. This part of the ceremony concluded, the

emperor then walks to a distant enclosure of perhaps eight acres.

Here, upon another throne, he is attended by the imperial family

and the whole court. New proclamation being made, the emperor

advances into the field, and Avith his own hand on the plough drives

it until one acre of soil is upturned. This done, he scatters the

seed. Princes of the imperial family and distinguished members

of the court follow, and in like manner plough and sow the remain-

der of the field. After this, the emperor, with his family, court,

and ministers, repairs to a platform on the opposite side of the field,

, TABLET HALL.
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on which is erected a hirgo altar. Hero, in tlie presence of all, ho

makes a burnt-oftbring of oxen, sheep, goats, and other animals to

the God of Agriculture.

Having surveyed these more prominent places in the area

of the Temple of Agriculture, we next visited a great central

edifice, on the walls- of which arc tablets dedicated to the God

ot the Winds, the God of Thunder, the God of the Green

Gross, and the God of the Green Stalks of Grain. Wo were after-

ward conducted to a sunken place, paved and walled with stone,

in which place the sacriiicial animals are kept. We saw here the

arched passage through which they arc driven, the yard in which

they are butchered, the immense platform on which they are pre-

pared for the altar, the huge furnaces and kettles in which the

offerings are burned, and finally the oven, as large as a city bakery,

in which, atler the sacrifice is completed, all the refuse of the ani-

mals, and all the garments and vestmbnts of the priests and attend-

ants engaged in the sacrifice, are reduced to ashes.

On our way out of the temple, we stopped before a curious ivy-

canopied oratory, within which stand the shrines of three gods, ouo

a dwarf, the others larger, the three dillcring in complexion as in

stature. The right figure, the God of the Sea, bears a trident, and

is copper-colored. The left figure is the God of Rain, and is pure

white. The central figure is the God of Benevolence, and is Afri-

can black. The Clunese divinities are always attended by guar-

dians. This singular group rejoices in the protection of a huge,

fierce, wooden soldier, armed with a veritable musket, lock, stock,

and barrel, complete.

Three thousand three hundred and sixty years ago, the Al-

mighty spake directly to a portion of the human race then rcsidiug

on the western shore of Asia, " these words, saying, I am the

Lord thy God. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou

slialt not make unto thee any graven image or any likeness of any

thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or

that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow thyself

down to them, nor serve them ; for I the Lord thy God am a

jealous God."
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The nations which have establislied themselves between the

Moditerranean shore, on which these words were spoken, and the

eastern side of the Pacific Ocean, have accepted and obeyed these

awful commands, and have built a common system of civilization

upon them. But the dwellers here on the eastern coast of China

have not accepted either the idea that God is the Creator and

Supreme Director of the Universe, or that ho is One God, or that

he is a jealous God.

It is not to be understood, however, that the national mind of

China has made no struggles to lift itself above the dead level of

materialism. We proceeded from the Temple of Agriculture to

visit one which is a monument of such a struggle. This is the

Temple of Buddha. The founder of the Buddhist faith did in-

deed reach the sublime truths expounder! by Moses, that God

is spiritual, One, and jealous. But he coiild not hold fast to

that exalted truth pure and simple. That faith, therefore, while

it accepts Buddha as ,the Supremo Creator of the Universe,

teaclies at the same time that, by various processes, occupying

long spaces of time, he becomes and remains incarnate on the

earth. This impersonation, bearing the name of the Grand Lama,

resides in Thibet, veiled from all mortal eyes but a purified and

sacred priesthood, which priesthood has its societies and orders

throughout China and all the East. It is a subject of curious re-

flection that, as, in Europe and America, the nations uniformly

derive their revelations and systems cf faith from the East, so, on

the eastern shores and islands of Asia, they with equal confidence

claim to have received their religious revelations from the "West.

The Buddhists have two great temples at Peking—one in the

Tartar city, the other in the Chinese. It was the former which we
visited. It consists of several immense edifices, which in the seven-

teenth century were the residence of an emperor, who becoming an

adherent to that religion surrendered his palace to the community

of Buddhist bonzes, and dedicated it to that form of worship. The

principal structure, built of brick and stone, is capable of holding

three thousand persons ; the roof is supported with columns of cedar

brought from Birmah, eighty feet high. A gigantic wooden statue
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of Uuddliii towers tVom llio llocn' to tlio roof. Its carviHl dr'ijx'ry,

whilo it lojivort tho form distiiu't, coni't'ida tlio t'liliro porhon excopt

thu hii{j;o, jot-hliu'k fmr, linj^vrs and tocn. Ac^'-ordiii^ to tlio Inuli-

tion of the soct, tlio liviii;,' Iliiddlui in Thibet had, ut tho tiino of his

iiu'urnalion, oi<:;htoen most saintly ajxisfU's wlu) cndnrod all manner

of trials and worked all manner of miricles. These eighteen

nj)ostles, carved in wood, sit ('ross-lej.'fj^ei) in ji circle around tho

fj;re:it idtd, ji;azin<>; at the soles of their feet, supposed to ho an atti-

tude of divine Ci)ntemplation. Vases of incense stand before tho

^od and each of the saints. The iraajyes uro so far frcMU Iiuvinij; any

spiritual expression, that the fices of all, inclndinji; that of Ihiddhii,

are simply inane. All around the temjde are shrines, each of

which supports a diminutive female tijjfiire carved in bronze, Kach

of these li^ures repicsents the virj^in mother of the incarnato

Buddha. It is not without probability that theoloj^ians suppose

that this idea, now universally held by the Huddhists, unalo<^ous to

that of the IVfadonna, is a modern inn(»vation derived from some

early inculcations of the Christian Chureli. Certainly the similarity

is remarkable. One of (»ur fellow-travellers at Shan<?liai bought a

bronze ima^e of the mother of iiuddha, with an infant in its arms,

which, on examination, we concluded to be an anti(iue iifjjure of

the Virgin Mary. These statuettes to-day are carefully drajted in

brityht yellow silk, the thermometer havin^jf fallen last nij«;ht to .'!'2°.

Admiral Ivodujers will verity another curious onnnnent which

arrested our attention in tills teu'ple. It is a picture which han_i;s

ajr.'iinst tiie inner wall, and presents a view of the Last Jndpnent

—a celestial H«<;ure pronouncinj; sentence, the docuned descendin<;

into a liery abyss, the blessed risinj; into rcijions of felicity. It is

so like tlie conceptions of the middle nijes, that the ])icture nii;;ht

have been a study for Micliael Ar.yelo in the Sistlne ('liai)el.

There are a thousand bonzes in the monastery attached to this

temple. They surrouTulcd us on our way tlirou<;h it. TIi()Ui;h

they wear a yellow unilonn, they are rasi«;ed and urvlean, and

apjiear in the last stage of mendicity. ^Ve shrank from too close a

contact with them. They arc ignorant, idle, and lazy. They seem

to have no eflicicnt ecclesiastical superior, and to be amenable to
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no |)iil)li('. opinion. In tlioHo rcHpoittH they (utiitniHt very diHiidvan-

la;,'(M)nHly with t\w clcnnly, neat- and courteons hoira's wlioni wu

saw in Japan. Altlioiifj^h udaily ritual Horvic^o in read in the teniph?,

it overywhoro exhibits the HuddeBt evidencoH of neglect and dilapi-

dation.

Arte!' HO broad a Htndy of the j)ra(tl(:cH of idolatry, wo were now

])ri'pared for the more pleasing ones <tf rationaliHtic, iiiHtitntionH.

Escaping from the mendicant throng, who followed uh to the outer

TlIK TKMl'I.K UK c:0NKII(!IU8.

gate of the Unddliist monastery, we proceeded to the Temple of

Confui'ius. It is about as spacious as the Senate-hall in AYashing-

ton. Ai'ter havinij; been so long bedazzled and bewildered by the

Buddhist and other pagan temples in China, it was not Avithout

])lo;isant surprise that we founa the great hall, which we now en-

tered, unique in design and simple in decoration. There is here

I
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neither idol nor imago, the likeness of any thing in the heaven

above, or the earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth, noth-

ing to bow down to or worship. There is neither altar, nor vase,

nor candelabra. Instead of all these, there is, in a large niche in

the rear wall, a plain pedestal, which bears a modest red tablet, on

which is engraved, in letters of gold, the name " Confucius." The

architrave of the niche bears seven legends, the homages of the sev-

eral emperors, of the present dynasty, who have reigned since the

temple was built. These legends are as follov s :

By IviA-KiNG.

" The holy one combined the great perfections."

By Kano-IIi.

" The leader and patron of all nations."

By Yung-Chino.

" Mankind has seen none like him."

By KiEN-LiNO.

" The equfll of Heaven and Earth."

By Tai-Kwang.

" The holy one who assists in harmonizing the seasons."

By HiEN-FuNG.

" Plis virtue is all the virtue which can exist between the cano-

py of Heaven above and the Earth below."

FtJNO-Cni, the present boy-emperor, contributes this :

" His holiness is divine ; Heaven cannot circumscribe it."

Around the sides of the room are arranged. tablets dedicated to

eminent disciples of Confucius. Near the temple is the great

Palace Hall, where the annual competitive examination of pupils,

from all parts of the empire, is held. The construction of the Ex-

amination Chamber is at once convenient and elcirant. We are
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not sure that it would be thought exoeptional for Lyceum or Ex-

amination Hall at Yale or Harvard. It has a raised platform, with

a plain throne, for the emperor, who annually attends here for

the purpose of conferring the degrees, and has chairs for the exam-

iners, with benches, raised in semicircular rows, for the candidates.

The studies are confined to the writings of Confucius, which are

regarded as the classics of China, and every word of which is labo-

.' nil .1^1 'ill i-.ft '

,J|i«

niAOB or ooNrncruB.

riously committed to memory. A long, covered corridor connects

this hall with the temple last described. This corridor has a row

of massive granite columns. We could not stop to coimt them.

The square monoliths are completely covered with the writings of

Confucius, the text being the pre>.?ribed standard for all republica-

tions within the empire. The grounds contain twelve thousand

apartments for professors and scholars. The entire institution

bears, in government language, the name of "academy." We
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were sorry to find u\\ parts of the academy covered with dust and

Hand, and exhibiting evidence of much neglect, tliough nut dihipi-

dated like the temples.

Open any Ohineso book, ask any Chincso stntcsmnn or scholar,

and you will loam that Confucius is wurshippetl. Push the iucpiiry

further, and you will learn that he is worshipped not as a deity,

but as a person of divine perfection. The absence of the custom-

ary symbols of worship in the Temple of Confucius contirnis this

view. The Chinese ambassadors at Wuiihington refusetl to recogniaso

one of their young countrymen who had boon educate<l at Fairfax

Theological Seminary for the Christian ministry, lie plcado<l, u»

an excuse for his conversion, the divinity of Christ. They replied :

" Why do we want another Christ ? We have a Christ of our own,

Confucius." A Chinaman, whom we met here, when pressed by

one of our missionaries to accept the gospel of Jesns Christ tea tho

gift of God to man, replied : "Why is not a Christ boni in China

as good as a Christ bom in the United States ?

"

This national ?\abit of comparing Confucius with tho tJ ivionr

undoubtedly residts from tho similarity, in many respect?, between

tho teachings of Confucius and the Christian morals. Thu riunese

reformer teaches no dogmatic theology, either of matcriali::m or

mysticism. lie tolerates all such, however, while his code of mor-

als and manners is adapted to all classes and conditions of society,

and to all forms of religious faith. The worshippers of heaven and

earth, the sun, moon, and stars, can acv;«jpt the system of Confu-

cius, because it does not interfere with any principles of their own.

The Buddhists entertain no jealousy of it. It fails, however, to

regenerate the empire; it is "of the earth, earthy." "As is the

earthy, such are they also that are earthy, and as is the heavenly,

such are they also that are heavenly." The motive of duty to our

fellow-men must have its most effective spring in the sense of duty

to God. No human being can have that sense, unless he has

accepted the truth that God is one, and that he is a Spirit to bo

worshipped in spirit and in truth.

Tho day closed with an excursion through the imperial city,

and under tho walls of the " prohibited " city. The grounds at-
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tucliod to tlio imperial piiliiecH luivo nii nxquisito arrangomuiit of

lawn and grove, of hill and Like. These groiindnarocultivatod with

duo care, and gave us the only scetio we have found in Peking, or

indeed in (Jhina, exempt from the ravages of decay and desolation.

al city,

imds at-

Novemher Wtk.
—

"VVo met, last evening, the diplomatic society,

and all the foreigners residing in Peking, in a pleasant reunion

at the Ih'itish legation.

The imperial parks and gardens, the groves around the temples,

the waste places mfide by sieges and fires, not to Bj)eak of the mul-

titude of caniils, fit Peking to bo a paradise of birds, and the taste

of the Chinese people favors their preservation. Wo are awakened

every morning by the cawing of the foraging army of crows going

out on their march to the cornfields outside the city. The sky

is blackened at sunset with the regiments returning to bivouac.

The crow is not here, however, as among us, regarded with dislike.

IIo is taught solemn exercises, cunning nets, and winning ways.

Thrushes, as large as our robins, and sparrows especially beautiful,

abound, and game is more plentiful than poultry at homo. The

pigeon, everywhere a fovorite of man, is especially so hero. Flocks,

whirling throng} the air at all hours of the day, arrest notice by

ehrill and varierl notes, which they never utter elsewhere. We
were a long time perplexed as to what particular species these birds

belonged, and in what way they produced these not unmusical

sounds. They are reared in dovecotes, and a light reed-whistle is

delicately fastened on the back of the bird, at tho root of the tail-

feathers. Many reasons are assigned for this invention. The

most common one is, that it frightens the crows in their depreda-

tions. Another, that they protect the flocks against the birds of

prey. However this may be, the music produced on these ^olian

harps is sufiicient to account for the practice, without looking for

any economical reason.

Wc have frequently recognized the pigeon in his oflfice of letter-

carrier, lie is the only postman employed in China, except the

Bwift-f(?oted Government courier, whose toil is so great while his

reward is so small. What a change must come over the empire,



166 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COCHIN CHINA.

when this postman gives place to the railroad, the express, and the

electric telegraph! We have not seen the magpie domesticated,

but he keeps perpetual ward in the palaces, castles, and gates.

While we have been studying the birds of Peking, some mem-
bers of our party were making a new advance upon the Temple of

Heaven. What they saw must be recorded, less for the forbidden

knowledge which was gained than for the moral reflections which

it suggests. Mr. Coles, a pupil in the American legation, conduct-

ed a party of four, two of whom were ladies, along the high, paved

road in the direction of the temple. At a distance from the gate

he left them and threw himself into a mean, closely-covered mule-

cart, in which he made his '-'ay unsuspected along the base of the

wall, until he reached the central gate, from which we had before

beeh repulsed. Emerging from the cart, he rushed into the open

gate-way, and planted himself by the side of the stern janitor, who

requested the unwelcome visitor to retire, and attempted to close

the gate. But the visitor stood firm, all the while beckoning to the

distant party to come up. The custodian now betrayed a con-

sciousness that he did "perceive here a divided duty." In any case

it was a duty to save the great altar from profanation by native or

foreigner, especially the latter. Secondly, since the Tien-Tsin mas-

sacre the G';yernment has strenuously commanded that in no case

shall otfence be given to Christians. The custodian made the best he

could of '^e dilemma, and yielding to the resistance which he could

not overcome without violence, he piteously implored from the in-

truder a doncexur, by way of indemnity for the bastinado which

the Government was sure to inflict as a punishment for infidelity at

his post. Terms were liberally adjusted, and the party Avent suc-

cessfully througli the temple, penetrating even the holiest of its

holies. The janitor hurried tliem forward, his fears of the has-

tinado increasing with every minute of delay. His terror became

so great that, when they had ('.')ni])k'tcd the examination and

returned to the gate, he demanded a larger sum for lotting them

out than he had before received for letting them in.

To wliat a humiliating condition has the empire of Kublai-KIian

fallen, when its sovereign dare not suft'er the foreigner to enter the
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great national temple, through fear of domestic insurrection, nor to

forbid him from entering, through fea of foreign war !

While the visitors confirm the descriptions of the magnlScencfi

of the temple which we have before mentioned, they assure us also

that even in the Temple of Heaven, as in all the other edifices and

places we have visited, neglect a^id decay are indescribable.

Wan-Siang is president of the Board of Rites, and principal

Minister of Foreign Affairs. Acting in concert with the regent

Prince Kung, "Wan-Siang was the master-spirit who led the Chinese

Government up to the resolution of entering into diploixiatic rela-

tions with the Western powers. It was he who solicited and

procured from Mr. Seward at Washington a copy of Wheaton's

" Law of Nations," and caused it to be translated and adopted by

the imperial Government. He, more thiin any other, was efficient

in instituting the Burlingame mission. As has been before in-

timated, when we arrived he was under a leave of absence from

official duties for one year, on the double ground of his ill-health

and the duty of mourning for that period the death of his mother.

Under these circumstances Mr. Seward, the day after his audience

with the cabinet, addressed a note to Wan-Siang, sympathizing with

him in his illness, and proposing to visit the minister at his own
liousc. This note brought an autograph letter, beautifully written

on rose-colored Chinese official paper, as follows

:

" I have long heard of your excellency's great fame, which for

many years has been cherished by all nations, and I myself have

exceedingly respected you and longed for a better acquaintance.

Since you have come to our country, its high authorities will bo

Btill more desirous of seeing and conversing with you. But, as for

mysolf, an old malady having returned, I have been obliged to ask

a leave of absence, and it was an occasion of regret and disappoint-

ment that I was unable to meet you on the 7th instant, when
you visited tlie foreign office. I have had the honor to receive

your note of yesterday, in which you propose to yourself the great

trouble of coming to sec me, an honoi* which I shall engrave in my
heart, and write on my l)oncs. But my dwelling is mean and

small, jit'd its condition would, I fear, be oironslve to you, which
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would be a matter of deep regret to me. I have, tlierefore, set

apart the 11th instant to go and call on you at one o'clock in

the afternoon, if my health will in anywise enable me to do so.

We can then converse at length. I shall be pleased to receive a

reply, and I avail myself of this occasion to wish that happiness

may every day be yours."

The letter bore no signature, but enclosed within was the writ-

ten card of Wan-Siang.

At twelve another autograph card of Wan-Siang was delivered

to Mr. Seward, as an announcement of the minister's approach.

He arrived at the moment, in a green sedan-chair, with two

mounted attendants and four footmen. He is a dignified and

grave person, and he went through the ceremony of introduction

to Mr. Seward with ease and politeness. He wore a rich dress

of silks and furs, and a mandarin's hat witli a peacock's feather

and a coral ball on the top. Mr. Seward and Mr. Low sat down

with Wan-Siang, Dr. Williams acting as interpreter. Wan-Siang

said

:

"I have been detained at my home one whole year by ill-

health. I should not have come out from it now, and perhaps I

should never have come oi;t from it again, but for my desire

to make your acquaintance. I have always known yon as a firm

and constant friend of a just and liberal policy, on the part of

the Western nations toward China. I am surprised to see you so

vigorous after so laborious a public service. What may be your

honorable age ?

"

Mr. Seward answered :
" Sixty-nine."

Wak-Siaxo exclaimed :
" Sixteen years older than I, and yet so

much stronger and more elastic ! You are going from your own
country around the world, while I, alas! am unable to keep about

my own proper business at home."

Mr. Seward said: "Mr. Burlingame's letters and conversa-

tions made me well acquainted with your character and your sagii-

eious and effective statesmanship."

Wan-Siano :
" We deplore the death of Mr. Burlinganic. It is

a loss to China that he died before accomplishing his mission.
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Mr. Burlinffame wrote to us from the United States how much the

embassy was indebted to you for its great success."

Me. Sewakd :
'* Before the treaty was signed at Washington,

its provisions were confidentially submitted to the European

courts. They gave us assurances that they would accept them. I

met Chi-Tajen and Sun-Tajen at Shanghai. They told me that

the treaty had been virtually accepted by the European states.

Mr. Burlingame's mission was therefore a success. He has brought

China and the West into relations of mutual friendship and accord.

In this view his death was not premature. He has raised an

honorable fame on a firm foundation."

Wan-Siang :
" Does any subject occur to you which is of com-

mon interest to China and the United States, on which you would

be free to speak ?

"

Mk. Sewakd :
" I think China ought to reciprocate with the

Western nations by sending to them permanent resident ministers

and consuls, who should be of equal rank with those which the for-

eign nations accredit here. They ought, moreover, in all cases, to

be not foreigners, but native Chinese."

Wan-Siano :
" We shall send such agents so soon as they can

bo educated here in the Western sciences and languages, so as to be

qualified for their trusts."

Mr, Skwako : "Better that tliey go unqualified than wait too

long. Chinese experts will learn Western sciences, languages, laws,

and customs, in the United States or in Europe, much foster than

they can acquire them here. Moreover, Chinese immigration is

alreac^y largely fiowing into the United States. The rights and

interests of Chinese immigrants are likely to suffer neglect there

for want of Chinese diplomatic and consular agents, who, accord-

ing to the customs of nations, are expected to invoke the atten-

tion and protection of the Government, in cases of injustice or

oppression. Again, there is no accord nor friendship where

there is no reciprocity. China is now regarded, by all the West-

ern nations, as not merely unsocial, but hostile, because she neg-

lects the exchange of international courtesies abroad as well as

at home."
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Wan-Siano :
" These are my own opinions. I have always en-

deavored to bring them into practice."

Mk. Seward :
" There is another point upon which I would

like to speak freely, if I should not be thought speaking in an un-

friendly way. I think I know the temper of the European states.

Chinese ministers are accorded a personal reception by the sover-

eigns of those nations. The Chinese emperor refuses a personal

reception to the foreign ministers here. Thus, the Chinese minis-

ter is admitted to a direct acquaintance with the President of the

United States, with the Queen of Engkuid, and with the Emperor

of r .i3sia. A minister from either of those countries, on arriving

here, learns that the Emperor of China is too sacred a person to be

looked upon. This, to be sure, is only a question of ceremony and

etiquette ; but, my dear sir, questions of ceremony and etiquette

between nations often become the most serious and dangerous of

all international complications."

Wan-Siang bowed courteously, but made no reply.

Mr. Low, interposing, said :
" The subject is a delicate one just

now, but we are sure that Wan-Siang is the last statesman in China

to overlook it."

Mr. Seward :
" Are the students, such as I saw yesterday at

the Temple of Confucius, and who are the only allowed candidates

for official employments in China, instructed in modern Chinese

sciences, or are they taught the ancient classics only ?

"

Wan-Siang :
" Only the latter. I have attempted to procure

the establishment of an imperial college, in which modern sciences

and languages shall be taught by foreign professors. For a while

I thought that I should succeed. But the effort has failed, and has

brought me under deep reproach and general suspicion."

Mr. Seward :
" This ouglit not to discourage you. Every wise

minister at some time foils under temporary reproach and unjust

suspicion. Public opinion, in every country, is a capricious sea.

AVhoever attempts to navigate it is liable to be tossed about by

storms."

AVan-Siaxo :
" It is, ns you say, indeed unavoidable. A states-

man stands on a hill. He looks farther in all directions than the
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people, who are standing at the base, can see. When he points out

the course they ought to take for safety, they are suspicious that ho

is misdirecting them. When they have at last gained the summit

from which he pointed the way, they' then correct their misjudg-

ment. But this, although it may be sufficient for them, comes too

late for the statesman."

Wan-Siang seemed to avoid contested questions, like a sick man
who is warned against excitement. He turned the conversation

upon Prince Kung's admiration for Mr. Seward, and disappoint-

ment in failing to meet him at the foreign office, and his purpose

still to do so when recovered from his illness. Wan-Siang then

fell into lamentations over his own prostrate health, and expressed

himself despondingly concerning the future of China. After an

exchange of courtesies he withdrew, leaving on Mr. Seward's mind

the painful impression that Wan-Siang would die, before many
years, of a broken heart.

On inquiring the cause of Wan-Siang's mental depression, Mr.

Seward learned that it is due to the defeat of his plans for the col-

lege which he had mentioned. It is only just, however, to say

that a more hopeful view of that great and beneficeijt project is

entertained, not only by intelligent foreigners residing here, but by

Wan-Siang's associates in the Government.

If we have exhausted the sights and wonders of Peking during

our stay, certainly the city seems unconscious of it. The wretched

streets have become a little less muddy, and the general aspect

more cheerful, th^n when we came here ten days ago.



CHAPTER IX.

VISIT TO THE GREAT WALL.

Preparations for the Tiip.—Our Vehicles.—^The Summer Palace.—Pagodas.—First Night

under a Chinese Roof.—A Ciiinese Tavern.—Approach to the Great Wall.—Tiie

Mongolians.—The Cost of the Wall.—Inquisitive Cbineae.—The Second Wall.—The

Ming Tombs.—A Misguided Mule.

Ilijden, JVovcmher \2th.—Peking is on the pavnllel of 39° 64'.

The point of the Great Wall whieli we propose to visit is in a direct

north line about forty miles distant, on an elevation of two thou-

sand feet above tlie city. This altitude has a climatic effect of nearly

seven degrees of latitude. The climate there may therefore be un-

derstood to be about the same in relation to Peking as the climate

of Lake Superior is to that of New York. We provided against in-

clemency by a supply of fnrs and braziers. "What vrith our strange

catskin caps, long foxskin coats, and high white felt boots, we

scarcely claiuied to know each other. The obstacles to the excur-

sion have not been over-estimated. They were not, however, of a

political nature, like those which opposed oui' journey to Peking.

They are chiefly material and local. Our arrangements were made

several days in advance, with Chinese common carriers, for the

necessary litters, carts, nnilcs, donkeys, drivers, and attendants. On
the afternoon of the tenth, we saw with our own eyes a combined

force of men and beasts enter the court ready to be capari.soned

and packed during the niglit to start on the next day, just as soon

as Wan-Siang's expected visit should be over. It was not, how-
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ever, until ciglit o'clock last night that it was announced to us, not

only that the necessary complement of litters had not been ob-

tained, but also tliat they could not be procured in the city that

day. We acquiesced with such grace as we could, and appointed a

new hour for departure, namely, six o'clock this morning.

AVe determined to retire early, Mrs. Low's ball to the contrary

notwithstanding. In vain was that " net spread in sight of these

birds." "We rose at five o'clock. All the mules that had been

gathered the day before had been taken away during the night to

their customary stables. Tlicre was not one animal in the court-

yard. At eight o'clock two mules were lacking, but they had been

CHINB8E CART.

sent for. At nine, one of the mules which remained was taken

sick and was sent away to the hospital. At ten, it was replaced.

At half-past ten, the driver fell suddenly ill, and was sent home
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unfit for duty. At noon, jiIVlm- wo had buoii Kittin<^ tlirco lioiira

closely packed in our litters, the great gate opened, and the long

proeession, which, thoug'i a motley one, w.ih eoinpk'tely organiztfd,

moved out. The roads we are to travel do not allt)w the use ot'

sedan-chairs. Only mandarins are allowe<l the privilege ol' travel-

ling iu niule-litterd. liit'erior persons arc by the Uoard of Kites

Till! i.irriJR.

confined to the use of the heavy, two-wheeled, dose-covered mule-

eart, indidgently called by Mr. Pum|)clly "a carriage." The cara-

van consists of eight covered litters for the less vigorous members

of the party. Each litter is borne by two mules harnessed between

the shafts, one before and one behind the litter. Each litter has an

extra mule for occasional service. It has also a driver on foot and

a muletoer on a donkey. Then there are six carts, each drawn by

one nnile, and attended by a driver wlio walks. All the animals
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wear tiul<liii;>j 1)o1Ih, wliit^h ^jfivc waniiii"- to all camel-drivors and

whouhsoevur elso it may foiicerii, that a wldo berth is re([iiircd by

tho uritontatioiirt (>(;(;ui)aiitrt of tlio litters. Our way out of thu city

was thruu<ih thu North (Jatc. It broui^ht in roviow, as wo passed,

tile wayside trallin and street amusements of this singuhir people.

Every thinfj; to cat, to drink, and to wear, is prepared and sold in

booths, and every thing needful in daily life and death, including

colHna, is made and mended there. Those booths aro interspersed

at short distances with theatres, show-rooms, and gambling-dons.

Yo\i see an hourly performance of Punch with a pigtail, and Judy

with cranqied feet, thimblerig, harlequin, cards, dice, and magic.

()c(!asionally wo meet a lady " of tho better sort," (ilosely cusliioneJ

in a sedan-chair, more freipiently " other women," with or without

children, heaped and packed in horrible carts. Only virtuous and

respectable peo[)lo are allowed this indulgonco. Those women aro

gayly dressed, painted white and red, and wear large chrysanthe-

mums, or rosettes, in theij liair. The very few women whom we

pass in tho streets are accounted both vulgar and vicious. Tho

booths and theatre were not the only obstacles in our line of

march. We jostled against long camel-caravans ; funeral-proces-

sions, which, by the allectation of solemnity, made a nujckery of

death ; and wedding-])roce3sions, which, without a ])retence to re-

finement or deli(;acy, make the marriage ceremony a vulgar spec-

tacle. At Ta-tsoon-tsa, a dull and cheerless suburb, two miles be-

yond the gate, we halted for refreshments, at the liuddhist temple

of the Great Bell.

In China, temples and Buddhist monasteries are freely opened

for the entertainment of travellers. Two monks assisted our ser-

vants in preparing lunch. The Tem])le of the Great T'ell is Innnblo

compared with thos-j in the city, but, although much dila])idated, is

in a more cleanly condition than any we have seen in (Jhina. It

rejoices in one of eight immense bronze bells which were cast

at Peking in the year 1400 of our era, by the Ejnperor Yung-Lo.

It is of the ordinary bell-shape, eighteen feet liigh, Avith a mouth

thirty-six feet in circumference. It has a small, circular aperture

at the top, adapted to 'he apparatus for suspending the bell. It is
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literally covcrcil inBido and out with raised texts in very small

Chinese characters, in all niunbering, it is claimed, eighty-lour

HIIMMEB TALArB.

thousand. The bell is made to sound by being beaten with a heavy

wooden club.

A further drive of six miles brought us to the Yuen-Miu-Yuon,

familiarly called the Emperor's Summer Palace. Since the time

of the Ming dynasty, Yuen-Min-Yuen was the Versailles of China

until 1800, when it was sacked, jdundered, and destnnrid, by the

liritish and French allied armies in their advance on Peking. It

is not in our way now to describe its former glory, or to relate the

story of its cat;.strophe. We must be content in writing what we

see and how we see it. The grounds of Yuen-]\rin-YueTi are an

area of twelve equ.xrc miles. It once lontained thirty extensive

and costly palaces nsed by the emperor and court. The invaders

related that the architecture, furniture, and embellishments of
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Ynen-Min-Yncn, as they found it, were a happy ami circctive eom-

bination of Oriental and Western luxury and elef^anoe. AVany

streams, gathered on adj..cent

mountain-slopes, arc hroujjrlit

into largo artificial lakes, and

tlu'tu'O distriltuted by deep

and clear caiuils through the

grounds, and then used CMpial-

ly for pleasure, navigation,

and irrigation. The canals,

after performing these serv-

ices, unite and flow through

a broad and de"p canal into

Peking, where they constitute

the great and })icturesqnc lake

which we have before men-

tioned as the finest ornament

of the imperial city. AVliile

the canals have been built

with excellent masonry, they

arc crossed with graceful mar-

ble bridges in various direc-

tions. The fields, meadows,

vud lawns, arc fertile, but

now in a condition of com-

plete neglect and waste. At

the centre of the plain a cir-

cular rocky islet rises abrujit-

ly t( a height of two hun-

dred and fifty feet. This arti-

ficial hill is traced with spiral

terraces which fiiscinatc the

visitor by continually bring-

ing into view palaces, pavil-

ion«, pagodas, temples, all

half concealed by hanging
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gardens and grovca, which are embellished with Ibuntains, statuary,

and shrines. Tho sunnuit is crowned with an imperial sununer-

hojise in tho Italian stylo, its wall richly frescoed, and its root'

glistening with blue and yellow porcelain. One of the delights of

Yueii-Min-Yue:. was a uni(|uo temple, wrought of polished bronze,

standing on the acclivity of this islet. We shall never weary of

the Chinese pagoda. One of those at Yuen-Min-Yuen, which, with

tho temple last mentioned, preserves much of its Ibrm and beauty, is

a gem of that sort of structures. It is of slender proportions, and

built entirely of j)orcelain of variegated colors. There must have

been a time when tho sculptor of China, while he disdained to copy

foreign models, liad learned how to bring Greok and lioman taste

find art to give cflect to national designs. Although the lions, the

sphinxes, and tho dragons, which are profusely displayed here, are

imaginative conceptions, any one of them would, by its exquisite

execution, excite admiration in Europe.

The destruction of this magnificent palace by the allies presents

one of those painful siibjects concerning which agreement can never

be expected between the generous and the unsympathetic portions

of mankind. The allies say that tho demolition was a just and even

necessary retaliation against tho emperor for the cruelty practised

"by the Chinese Government toward Sir Harry Parkcs. The friends

of art throughout the world M'ill agree with the Chinese scholars

and statesmen, wdio complain that the destruction of these ancient

and ornamental palaces, with tho ])lunder of their stores of art, was

useless to tho invaders, and therefore indefensible. For our own

part, wo have always thought that the British army might luivo

spared the Capitol and tho presidential mansion in 1814; and we

now think that the allies might have spared Yuen-Min-Yuen.

However this may be, the fact remains that the Emperor of China,

ruler of tho oldest monarchy in the world, is the only sovereign

who is confined to a single residence, and that in the heart of a

crowded and walled city. The ruins are now witliout tenants, as

the temples are without priests or worshippers. Speculators and

adventurers boldly barter for the disfigured statuary and for the

polished capitals, shafts, and pedestals, of the bronze temple. The
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roadrt nro iinimssaMe, tlio marble bridges broken down, the oanals

choked, the gardens, groves, and walks, have become ilevastated, and

the plain itself is fast becoming a stagnant marsh. "Washington,

I'erlin, Vienna, and Moscow, have repaired the disasters they havo

respectively sufl'ercd, but the ('hineso Government has no resources

or spirit for renovation. The decay of Ynen-Min-Yuen must,

therefore, continue until these "round and splendid" gardens shall

become a maze as unintelligible to the traveller as the palace of tho

Coisars at Eome.

It remains to bo said that these imperial pleasure-resorts wero

surrounded by populous cities and villages, whoso inhabitants

derived their living from ministering to tho needs and pleasures

of tho court. These cities and villages are now abandoned to bata

and vermin.

Arriving hero after dark, we brought oxir long and hharre pro-

cession to a halt in tho open street^, because tho court-yard of tho

inn would not hold litters and carts with the teams attached. It

is hard to say how either Mr. Seward or the ladies could have been

able to alight and thread their way among the busy, curious crowd

which thronged the narrow, crooked streets, but for the assistance

of Admiral Kodgers and the consul-general. "We came in safely,

however, to have our first experience of lodging under a Chinese

roof.

Nan-Kow, November l^th.—The mule litter is comfortable,

and its movement easy, but it makes only two miles an hour.

The "cribbed, cabined, and confined," solitary occupant finds

the travel tedious. We have learned, however, to relieve the

weariness by occasional changes with the muleteer and the donkey-

driver.

The first part of our journey to-day was over a level table-land.

The road has been only a narrow, uneven, stony path, impassable

with any vehicle other than those we have chosen. During the

last two hours, we have climbed six hundred feet of the mountain

slope, and have reached the foot of the Kan-Kow Pass, up which

we must go to reach the Great "Wall. With the usual ruggedness



ISO JAPAN, CHINA, AND COC'IIIN CHINA.

of monntiiiii woiiorv, ii(» jinrt ol' llio cojnitry nlVonlH any relief to

tlio _i>;eiK'riil aspect of (U'solatioii. Falironlieit .".li°.

AVith few oxccj.tlons, the houses here arc built of adobe, witli

thatehe*' roofs, aiul only ouo story hi<i;h. Our inn is of this sort,

and C(»nsist8 of a low rani>;e of very small a])artnu«nts, built a_i,'ainst

the wall on the four inner sides of a l;ir<j:e, nni»ave(i scjuare. NVe

have to-niirht, as last niirht, secured the entire inn. Entering' from

the street, we have on that side of the s(iuare a row of ai)artnients

whieh are divid. i' by the gate. On the riirht of the j^Mte are the

rooms, or ollices, occupied by the niiinai^er or kee])er of the inn,

where orders are received. On the h'ft, a kitchen, or a series of

inunense cooking- houses, whore \ ictuals arc cooked after the Chinese
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iashioii, sullicK'nt, wo should think, to .sii]>ply tlio whole town. It. in

marvelloii.s what econoniy of fuel, lahor, and ]»rovisionri, this kitcliou

exhibits. The ^uest lit the inn may supply hiiiiseU" from it or not,

as he pleases. Perhaps, it is needless to siiy that lbrei;^ners nevitr

<Io. i'rocei'dina; through the sipiare, we have on on(! side a ntw

of a[)artnients just like the others, which are ])ronus('Uoiisly used,

iiecordin^ to the (j.Nifjjeneies of the occasion, ibr stabh-s or lod^in^-

roonis. At the tarther Hide of the scpnire are tbnr rooms of the

same sort, which we have iii)])roj)riated for i)arlor, dining-room, and

sleepin<^-ap!irtments. On the other side of the s(piare, a similar

series of accomniodutions for man and beast. The animals, drivers,

and attendants are disposed of in their lodgings and stables, accord-

ing to their tastes. The litters and carts with their clumsy, ragged

harness block up the conrt-yard, so that there is no getting across

it or throtigh it, without a guide and a lantern. Our own ajxirt-

nients, though wc have called them by names which designate the

uses to which we have appropriated them, are all alike. There is

no corridor or veranda within or without, and so no communica-

tion between them except through the open court-yard. The rooms

are about ten ft.'et scpiare and seven feet high ; the floors of uneven,

disjointed Hat stones, and they seem to have been never washed or

swept. The doors are rude, lull of crevices, and without fastenings.

One small window in each room has a sash, covered, or meant to

be covered, with dingy, torn, oiled ])aper. Wv, do not know how

nor where the manager of the inn ]irocurcd the one table and chair

with which he has furnished our chosen dining-room. Our servants

have hired utensils in the kitchen to ]ire])iire our supjier. Our bags

and cloaks supjdy the deticiency of chairs. Across oiu^ entire end

of each apartment is a brick platform, raised eighteen iii(h(>s above

the stone floor. Umler this ])latform is a sunken furnace with

reverberatcny Hues, so ])laced as to heat every ])art of the suifacc.

The platform thus heated, and called the hnn/, is the common bed-

stead of the apartment, and the bamboo-mat fi)read over it is the

common bod. A good tire being built in the kang in the evening,

it retains its heat generally during th<! night. Vou may, however,

re])lenish it at your pleasure. The bedstead acconunu(kites, if neces-
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saiy, ten persons, who stretch themselves out upon it side by side,

without making any change of clothing, wrapping themselves in

their shetp-skin jackets.

We, of course, have a separate room for each of our party. Our
servants have brought in the cushions, blankets, and furs, from our

litters, and with these, by the aid of our dressing-cases, we are able

to make a pretence of toilets. We have even extemporized cur-

tains, which are close, though not of damask. The kang is throw-

ing out a genial heat through the room. Wc lie down upon it,

with the stars twinkling brightly through the broken papei* panes

of the only window.

November 14^/i, Morning.—Our mules are not reliable for the

part of our journey which remains. We have ordered mountain-

chairs and coolies, and while they are coming we have made a

complete tour of the inn. In the East, the travellers are generally

merchants or government agents. As there are no caj'riage-roads,

every one uses one, two, three, or more beasts. Forage is cum-

brous, and therefore becomes the most serious care of the inn-

keeper. Dwellers in the East invariably live in close intimacy

with their beasts ; hence cleanliness is a virtue scarcely known.

The inn, which last night seemed to us not absolutely destitute of

comfort, this morning is oficnsive and disgusting.

Nan-Kow, Novemher \Uh., Evening.—We have done it ! Wo
have seen the Great Wall. We have scaled its rampart, walkeii

through its gates, examined its bastions, trodden its parapet, looked

off from its battlements, and rested under its shade. Regarding

this as the greatest achievement of our joiu-noy thus tar, we should

desire to set down minutely and deliberately each one of its inci-

dents ; but, hurried as we are by tlireatening winter, wo have only

time to describe the prominent features, and record an occasional

thought.

China might bo designated as a country of fortifications .ind

walls. Without being aware of this, we have already mentioned

the walls of Shanghai, Tien-Tsin, Tung-Chow, and the triple walls
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of the city of Peking. Tliis little city of Nan-Kow Las fortifications

adequate to the largest garrison. Inscriptions on the gate-ways and

arches in four diflerent dialects, Mongolian, Mantchoorian, Chinese,

and Thibetian, besides another dialect which is no longer extant,

prove the great antiquity of these structures. Besides these fortifi-

cations, Nan-Kow is encircled by a wall which stretches over hill

and valley in such a way that, while it is no longer useful for any

purpose of defence, one cannot but hope that it may uc preserved

GATE AT NAN-KOW.

for picturesque effect. Thus wo seem here not to be seeing the

present China, but the China of the past.

From the very gate of Nan-Kow, we found neither regular

road, nor marked nor beaten trade, but a ravine, which, in the
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lapse of ages, a torrent has excavated down the mountain, fallhin^ a

thousand feet in a distance of twelve miles. Our upward way lay

in the rugged furrow of this torrent. Each passenger was lashed

tightly in his " mountain " chair, which is simply an arm-chair

mounted on two shafts, and borne by four coolies, his safety de-

pending on the tenacity with which his feet press against a swing-

ing board suspended before liim from the shafts. The coolies pick

their way by crossing fi-om one side to the other over uneven,

broken bowlders and rocks, and through deep gullies. The passen-

ger at one moment is in danger of slipping out backward from his

chair, at another of being thrown out one side or the other, and

again of beinjjr dashed headlong on the rocks before him. In some

places the torrent is dry, in others the coolies are slijiping over

treacherous ice, or splashing through pools of water among i-ounded

pebbles and sharp rocks ; in short, over every thing but dry earth.

Steep mountains exclude the sun's light and heat at nearly all hours

of the day. Those mountains are timberless, tenantless, dry, and

brown. The geological formation of the pass is an alteriuition of

granite, gneiss, red and yellow sandstone, porphyry, and marble.

Having said that our i-oad has none of the qualities and condi-

tions of a thoroughfare, it will seem strange when we now say that

at intervals we encounter, through the whole pass, blocks of hewn

and polished marble, with other d/hris of pavements, culverts,

bridges, arches, and gates, indicating that it was once a military

road superior to tiie Appian Way of Home.

Only Love, that "laughs at locksmiths," could maintain his

sway in this dreary region. AVe met, in one of the most feai'ful

gorges, a magnificent crimson wedding-car, which was coming

down from Kiakhta, to receive a bride at Peking. We encounter

on the way a class of travellers that we have not before met. They

come not in sedan-chairs, mule-litters, or carts, but on horses, cam-

els, and donkeys; and of these there is an endless jirocession. The

beasts are loaded with wheat, barley, hemp, flax, ami wool. Thirty

camels make up a single train. One man leads each six of the

beasts by means of a cord to which the halter of each is attached.

Rocking from side to side, and unceasingly chewing their cuds
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as they move slowly along, they excite interest hy their patience,

docility, and perseverance. Hough and vehement as thu camel-

driv'U' seems, \vc have not seen him inflict a blow, or utter a word

of impatience toward the gentle beasts.

Another class of travellers are herdsmen. Mongolia and

Mantchooria, beyond the Great "Wall, are jiasturages, and the

flocks of sheep and herds of cattle which are raised there are

brouglit chiefly through this pass, to be spread over the great

plain of Xorth China.

The Mongolians dress altogether in furs and skins. They have

an air of independence and intelligence not observable in China

proper. The women are particularly strong, and, as we judge

from their manner, entirely free. Their furs are richer than those

of the men, and they wear a profusion of silver ornaments on the

forehead, wrist, and ankle, as well as suspended from their cars

and nose. They travel with their husbands, who divide with them

the care of the children. If it is discouraging to some at home to

wait for the restoration of woman's rights, it is pleasant to find her

in the full enjoyment of them hero, in spite of Oriental prejudices

and superstitions. The mountain-cliiFs are ornamented at conven-

ient and prominent points with pretty temples and unique shrines,

and pious devices and legends are carved on what seem to be in-

accessible basaltic rocks. But the temples and shrines, no longer

attended by votaries, are falling into ruin.

Reaching at length the source of the mountain-torrent which

has made such fearful devastation, we found ourselves in a dell

surrounded by mountains, and from their crests the Great AVall

encircling and frowning down upon us. Our chairmen at once,

with renewed vigor and elasticity, carried us up a rugged declivity

of a cuarter of a mile, clambering over shivered and shattered

rocks, and set us down within a redoubt at the very base of the

wall, three hundred feet above the dell which wo had left. The

\\all varies in height from twenty -tive to fifty feet. The base here,

twenty feet high, is built of solid, hewn granite.

We were not long in ascending the well-]n'eserved flight of

stone steps which led to the parapet. The top of the wall is
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wide enough for two carriages to pass. From the parapet we con-

temphitcd the conquered China of tlie past, which was below us,

and the conquering Tartary of the past, which was above us, both

now under one righne, and constituting one vast, but crumbling

empire. In the embrasures of the parapet we found, here and

there, a cast-iron grooved cannon of four-pound calibre. It passed

our comprehension to conceive when it was put there, or for what

purpose. We entered a watch-tower on our left, and ^aw, at a dis-

tance of forty miles, murky Peking.

The Great Wall crosses twenty-one degrees of longitude from

the Pacific coast to the desert border of Thibet, and with its wind-

ings has a length of from twelve hundred to fifteen hundred miles.

It seems lilmost incredible that this gigantic structure, the greatest

fortification that has been built by human hands, coiUd have been

raised in the short space of about twenty years. Yet history

assures us that Chin-Wangti began the Avork in the year 240 b. c,

and finished it in 220 b. c. IS'or is the perfection of the work less

wonderful than the dispatch with which it was built. Although it

here and there exhibits crumbling arches and falling ramparts, it

nevertheless stands more firmly and in better preservation than

any ancient structure, except perhaps the Pyramids. Very slight

repairs would restore it to its original state.

"Admiral Rodgcrs," said Mr. Seward, as we leaned against the

immovable parapet, " will you take your pencil and make an esti-

mate of the comparative cost of constructing a mile of this wall, at

the present day, with that of a mile of the Pacific Railroad 'i

"

The two gentlemen went through the process together, and

agreed in the result that the cost of building such a wall as this, in

the United States to-day, would exceed the entire cost of all the

railroads in that countr3\

"I never before," said Mr. Seward, "found myself in a position

so suggestive of reflection. This great monument tells, in brief, the

history of Cliina. Aboriginal tribes of the Mongolian race, forty

or fitty centuries ago, left cold and sterile homes in the north,

spread themselves over the southeastern portion of the continent

of Asia, established there a kingdom, and built up a pi'osperous and
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hii^'lily-refincd state. They were annoyed by incursions and dep-

redations from the same northern steppes which they had left

beliind them, just as England was so long annoyed by incursions

and depredations of the Picts and Scots, Danes and Saxons. Chin-

Wangti, king of civilized China, built this great wall to protect the

country against those nomadic tribes. The com^ <m of so great

a work justified him in laying aside the modest title of king, and

assuming the more ambitious one of emperor—the first emperor

of China. It is not an unimportant consideration that the cuhnina-

tion of the Chinese Empire, marked by the construction of the Great

Wall, was coincident with the decline of Grecian arts and arms and

with the establishment of Roman empire on the western slioros of

Asia. The Great Wall served its purpose through the period of

fourteen hundred years. l>ut, during this time, wealth and luxury

increased in China, while moral vigor declined. An enervated state

provoked the rapacity of its neighbors. Kublai-Khan effected a

combination of all the Tartar and Mongolian hordes of the north.

They forced the wall, conquered and enslaved China. Chinese

morals and manners, however, subdued and modified the character

of their conquerors. The wall ceased to be needful, because the

Chinese and Tartars became reconciled, assimilated, and contented,

under the sway of the Mantchoorian dynasty. How little can

human foresight ever penetrate the remote future! How little

Chin-Wangti understood of the fate of the Great AVall. Is it not

well that human power cannot bind or control for an indefinite

future the destinies of any nation ?

"

Occupied with such reflections as these, we took no note of the

liours until the shadows began to fall, and the wind became cold

and bleak. We descended and sat at the base of the rampar!:,

where we found a dinner spread upon an uneven table of broken

granite blocks.

"Admiral," said Mr. Seward, "our Government informed nie,

when I was coming abroad, that you were instructed to show me
courteous attentions,, if I should be so fortunate as to meet you in

Asiatic waters. You have executed these instructions in a manner

equally considerate and kind. You not only received mo at
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Sliiui^liai with tlio usual naval (lemcnstrations of respect, but, with

your olKcial start', yoii have acconipaiied me, in the character of a

pn)tector as well as a friend, thr()ii<i;l the stormy Yellow Sei, the

agitated political scenes of Tieu-Tsin, >ip the tedious l*ei-ho, over

the desolate plains of Tung-Chow to Peking, and from there to the

Great "Wall, where we can look back together on the declining

power of China, and forward to the coming of AVastern civilization

from the shores of our own country to the Asiatic coast."

The admiral replied: "I have esteemed myself fortunate, as

well as hai>py, in having had an opportunity of attending you to

Peking and the Great Wall—fortunate in having your ripe and

varied experience to assist me in forming opinions, and in drawing

deductions from what I have seen ; happy in the continual familiar

intercourse with me whom it is not only a duty, but a pleasure, to

honor. Truly do I hope that your health may continue no less

robust, and your endurance no less marked, than in our rough ex-

perience together, and that your personal observations in other

climes, of other peoples, may not be of less interest and benefit to

mankind than those you make hoe."

Our party broke into detachments and all communications be-

tween its members ceased. -What a lonely tramp did wo now have

!

At length we reached the half-way coolie station. There the

bearers set us down outside, while they went into the huts to re-

fresh. Half a dozen men and boys came around the ladies' chairs,

and proceeded to examine their dresses, unable to determine

whether the habiliments were those of man or woman. AVell they

might be perplexed. The Astrakhan ca]) might be worn by either.

The long, heavy fox-skin coat and white mandarin boots were

equally perplexing. They drew the gloves from off the fingers.

These rudenesses were disturbing enough, but at last became unen-

durable when they thrust their fingers into the hair, and oflered

their filthy pipes, inviting a general smoke. Just then, when the

ladies seemed to have passed completely beyond the society of their

own race, they heard the shrill voice of a baby within the hut, crying

not especially in the Chinese language, but in the universal dialect

of infancy, with the response of the soothing lullaby of the mother,

> 'i
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equally natural. Tlic^c incidents reassured the ladie.>, and showed

them that the Chinese are yet human, and tlioy gave over all

thoiitrht.s of tear and torment.

After a march of three more tedious hours, we have reached the

same wretched inn which we left this mornin<>^. We conclude the

notes of our journey by mentioning that, a thousand years, more or

less, after the wall was built by Chin-Wangti, a second one was

built for greater security, at the eastern end, forty miles south of

the original one, both of which remain standing. It is this second

wall last built, but similar to and constituting a part of the original

system of defence, that we have visited.

Ilhig Tombs^ November 15th,—Resuming our litter, and mov-

ing early this morning, we came down from the tnoiuitain terrace,

and entered a smooth, level, circular plain, seeming more like a

bay which indents a high, rocky coast, thnn the amphitheatre of

landsca])e and mountain which it is. The terrace which surrounds

the plain was chosen by the emperors of the Ming dynasty for an

GATEWAY AT lllSQ TOMBS.
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imperial cemetery. It is divided into thirteen arenH, Kceniinj^dy of

e<iual extent. Each of these areas is covered with luxuriant ^mr-

dens, out of the midst of wliicli risen a miijfniticent mausoleum,

called here a temide, but which ":, in fact a tomb. Dr. Williams

tells lis that "Min^'" means "bri<;ht." The "nri<,'ht" dynasty

flourished from the close of the fourteenth to the middle of the seven-

teenth century. Xankinf;, for a time the capital, has a cemetery

of the earlinr rulers of that dynasty. But we understand that it is

not so well preoerved as this.

All the tombs are of one type. AVe visited that of Yuni,' T.o,

one of the most distinguished of the emperors of China. His

decrees of laws and manners, grounded on the writings of Con-

fucius, with some alteration, constitute even now the code of the

Chinese Empire. We sat down here to rest in an ancient grove of

persimmons, live-oalo, acacias, and cypresses.

"It seems," s..id Mr. Seward, "that it is not until society

reaches a high state of civilization in any country that it learns the

absurdity of sepulchral monuments, (xreat achievements and rare

virtues leave an impression upon manlvind so deep, that they need

no monumental remind'er, while the attempt to supply the want of

that impression by extravagant art is a mockery." But let us see

how the Chinese of the past ages honored their illustrious dead. It

is manifest that the device of a series of concentric structures, rising

one above the other, is a favorite form of Chinese architecture.

This vast monument contains five courts, one within the other.

The structures are two temples, disconnected and distant from

each other, but essentially alike in design and construction—the

outer one serving as a vestibule to the inner or principal one.

This inner temple^ with its red walls and its plain balustrades and

railings, is in form and style quite like the great Temple of Con-

fucius at Peking. Its proportions are equally grand, tasteful, and

sinqile. Its massive yellow-porc^laiu roof, with its bright grecn-

and-gold ceiling, rests upon two rows of wooden columns, of wliicli

there are thirty in each — the columns fifty feet high, with a

diameter of four feet at the base. Uehind the temple and in the

fourtb court stands an uncovered altar, the top of which is a mono-
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lith measuring twenty-two feet by five feet. Directly behind the

ultur is a pagoda of three etories. Kntering tlii,s pagoda through

an arched door, you confront a large tablet of red and gold, wliiob

covers the renuiins of Viuig Lo. You then ascend not a staircase,

but a long and winding inclined plane, Home si.xty feet, to the sec-

ond story. This second story rises seventy feet; in the centre

of this is a smaller tablet, like the one in the first story. The third

story, reached in the same way, is an open space under the roof.

Although we observe, in these buildings and grounds, marks of

care and attention not elsewhere seen in China, there is neverthe-

less painful evidence that the work of dilapidation has begun even

here.

The path by which we reached the cemetery was an indirect

one. Contrary to usage, therefore, we made our exit instead of our

entrance by the avenue desi'iied for approach from Peking. This

avenue is twenty-two miles long, well graded, and originally was

])aved in the most substantial manner. This road descends from

the tomb-covered terrace upon the level plain, at a distance of one

mile from the tomb of Yung Lo. Here it crosses a stream or

canal by a noble marble bridge, not wholly ruined. This bridge is

graced with what is here called the honorary arch, a majestic gate-

way, built not for use but for effect, like the triumphal arches of

Home or Paris. A mile farther the road leaves the level plain

under a similar arch. Having passed these gates, we found the

avenue adorned, for the length of a whole mile, by a row, on either

side, of gigantic granite figures. Whoever may read these notes

will remember that the proper order of these colossal figures is

the reverse of that in which we passed them. First, we came be-

tween two rows of statues representing philosophers and moralists,

four on each side of the way. Then four generals, arranged in like

manner on each side, then four ])riests, then four ministers or

statesmen. These figmx's are about twelve feet high, their costume

Chinese. By their attitude and expression they seem to point with

silent homage to the tombs of the great beyond. Next wo pass in

review a double row of equally colossal horses, four on each side,

two of them resting on their haunches, and two erect ; next ele-

it)
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phants erect, and elephants in a sitting posture ; then camels

standing and camels couchant ; then lions rampant and lions

asleep ; llion bui^'aloes standing and at rest ; then asses, and at

the end rliinocoroses. Here two arches of honor, like those at the

other end of the .'.venue, open on un jnsecrated ground. Though

the sculpture must have been executed tliree hundred years ago, it

excels much of the statuary found in the ])ublic grounds at Wash-

injjton, and is very cifectivc. Of this .ve have evidence so stronsj

that we should be afraid to produce it, if there were not a cloud of

AVENUR TO TllK MINO TOMBK.

witnesses to verify it. We give +heir names—the Admiral, the

C(jnsul-Generrd, John Middleton, Es<p, Alfred Rodman, Esq., and

William Freeman. Here is the evidence : The lean lead nude

of Mr. Seward's litter is a large, strong, spirited beast. Although

ho had given proofs of this many times by stentorian braying, ex-

pressive of discontent and obstinacy, yet he nuide the journey

from Peking to Nan-Kow, and through the sacred groves of the

Ming tombs, without any especial fractiousness. But he was only

reserving himself for a display o»' the grand avenue. Even here
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lie made no demonstration at the magnificent marble In-idge. lie

passed meekly under the double arclies of honor, llu turned

neitlier to the right nor to the lei't, to pay homages to either colos-

sal pliilosophers, generals, priests, or statesmen. lie even passed

the recumbent horses on botli sides of him without turning his head

or ])ricking up his ears. But the first great stone liorse standing

erect, on tlie left, proved too mucli for the equanimity of the mule.

Perceiving that statue at a distance of three or four I'ods, he broke

all of a sudden from his lazy walk into a sharp trot, discarding his

driver and dragging the rear mule behind him ; regardless that,

in the litter which he bore, was seated the venerated chief of our

party, he dashed furiously forward to the granite horse, and, throw-

ing his head upward, presented his broad, graceless mouth to the

more stubborn jaw of the statue. The muleteers, alarmed by this

strange performance, cried out with dismay, and the gentlemen

hastened to rescue Mr. Seward from being dashed against the figure.

Ilaiipily, at this moment, the muleteers seized the brute by the

licad, in the act of saluting his ancient and unappreciativc distant

relation, and buffeted him away. He yielded, but not witliout a

shaking of the ears, and an unearthly complaint from the lungs,

which left no one in doubt that the animal thought he was unrea-

soitably deprived of a just and rational pleasure.

Though not yet (pialified for comparing the Imperial Cemetery

of ('iiina with the sepulchral architecture of other countries, we
may nevertheless venture to say that the impressive and suggestive

avenue of approach, the sj^aciousness of the grounds, the severe

exclusion of all foreign or incongruous objects, the drawing into

contrast mountain and plain with ancient groves, and natural

rivulets with arched l)ridges, the magnificence and elegance of the

temples, and the simplicity and durability of the memorial tablets,

constitute an extraordinary and masterly combination. AV^liatever

may be the historical merit of the Ming emperors whose ashes are

deposited in those tombs, no oTie can leave the jilace doubting that

the honors they have received hci'e are such as are due to bene-

factors of mankind.
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CHAPTER X.

LAST DAYS IN PEKING.

Cham-Ping-Chow.—A Chinese Inn.—The Roman Catholics in China.—The Cathedral.

—

The Tien-Tsin Miissacre.—Christian Policy.—Interview with Robert Hart.—A Letter

from Sun-Tajen and Chi-Tajen.—Letter from Prince Kung.—Interview with the

Prince.—The Prince's Present.—Departure from Peking.

Pelcing, Rovemher lUh.—We passed the night at Cham-Ping-

Chow, a town of considerable activity. Our inn was such a one as

we could procure excuisively without giving previous notice. Our

guides say there are some that are better. We are quite sure there

are none which can be worse. But, if we fare badly in Chinese inns,

we have the consolation of knowing that we fare cheaply. We do

not know what were the bills of our coolies for man and beast.

They could not have been extravagant, for the entire compensation

which we have paid to them for the journey to Peking to the

wall and back again is only ten dollars for each litter and cart.

The expenses of our party of ten at the inn was three Mexican

dollars for all, of which seventy-five cents was paid for extra fuel

for the kang. The impression made on us, by the conduct of the

people who came under our observation, does not go to confirm the

belief that they are either hostile or prejudiced against foreigners,

while it does satisfy us that they are punctual and exact in the

fulfilment of their contracts. The mercury has fallen to 20°.

Novemhcr 17f/i.—?>y the laws of China, the Roman Catholic

religion is tolerated here. That Cliurch has on paper divided the
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empire into bishoprics and vicarates. It counts eight bishoprics or

more, sixty foreign priests, one hundred and twenty native priests,

and four hundred thousand native converts.

We visited, to-day, the Cathedral at Peking. It is a fine, large,

stone edifice, with an adjoining nimnery. The sisters are French

and Irish. There is a large number of native servants. It seems

quite apparent that converts are obtained as fast as the missionaries

are able to furnish them employment and support, which is an

indispensable condition. Native jealousy feeds on a tradition that

the spacious grounds occupied by those institutions were obtained

without equivalent. Nor does the same jealousy fail to take notice

that the Church arrogates a right denied even to foreign embassies,

of using the imperial yellow color in the ornamentation of its

portals and walls. Sister Louise, lamented as the noblest and best

beloved of the martyrs at Tien-Tsin, had arrived there just before

the massacre. The sisters gave us relics of her. What shall we

sjcy concerning that terrible transaction ?

It is right, just, and wise, that all the Christian nations shall

mourn together over the victims, sympathize with the survivors,

and unite in demanding such satisfaction from the Chinese Govern-

ment as would afford security against a recurrence of persecution.

But this has been already done as fully, it seems to us, as is possible.

The Chinese Government has beheaded eighteen of the murderers,

has provided for repairing and restoring the demolished buildings,

and paid an indemnity of six hundred thousand taels for distribu-

tion to the families of the victims. It has, moreover sent one of the

most eminent statesmen of China, who is fully conversant with the

details of tlie tragedy, to make such further explanations and give

such further guarantees as the French Government may reasonably

demand. The French minister here, under high excitement and

with threats of war, demanded, besides those concessions, the heads

of the two chief mandari'is who were in authority at tlic time the

massacre occurred. Tho Chinese Government brought those man-

darins to trial. Tlie charge of complicity was not sustained.

Nevertheless the Government banished them for life, as a punish-

ment for their imbecility.
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Wc know that here, as Avell as throughout Europe and the

United States, it is alleged that these proceedings of the Chinese

Government are fraudulent and evasive ; but we fail to find evi-

dence of fraud, nor can we divine a motive for it. It is not to be

forgotten that persecution of Christian missionaries, and especially

persecution of Roman Catholic, is not exclusively confi . 'd to the

Chinese. The Eoraan Catholic Church, with its high ecc.osiastical

pretensions, its monastical institutions, and its denial of the right

of judgment by individual conscience, has come into conflict not

only with the pagan systems of Asia, but with the enlightened

civilization of the age. Here, as in Europe and t^-o United States,

it has fallen, however undeservedly, under pop. l^ suspicion in

two forms : first, a suspicion of political usurpation, that is to say,

of an attempt to establish imperium in imperio ; second, the sus-

picion of impurity of morals in celibate life.

In which of the Westeni nations has the conflict between that

Church and those who dissent from it been carried on without

occasional riot, massacre, and martyrdom—not to speak of the

religious wars which attended the Protestant Reformation ? In

what Western nation did a government ever offer more eff'ective

or liberal reparation than that which the Chinese Government has

given in this case ? It is not to be expected that the Protestant

countries in the West, which have suppressed monastic institutions,

and sequestered ecclesiastical estates, will sympathize with demands

of France that shall go beyond a guarantee of rights and privileges

for all Christians in China. Missionaries of all sects ought to re-

member that, where the Gospel comes, there "it must needs be that

offences come," nor should they forget that the command, " Go ye,

therefore, and teach all nations," was accompanied by the warning

injunction, not less sublime than the command itself, " Reliold, I

send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves ; be ye therefore

wise as serpents and harmless as doves."

Novemher \%th.—One of the niost important incidents of our

sojourn here was reserved for this morning. This was an intervicAV

with Mr. Robert Hart. Can any thing bo more capricious than
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international politics ? The British and French allies, after having

pressed the empire to the verge, found it necessary all of a sudden

to strike hands with the Government in its war with the rebels, in

order to prevent a complete dissolution of society. With their aid,

the Government effectually suppressed the rebellion. Then came

the question of reimbursements and indemnities to be paid to the

allies. The revenue system of China had become corrupt and

effete. The Imperial Government could guarantee nothing. In

tl'is difficult conjuncture, a happy expedient was hit upon. The

Governniunt 'vith assurances of protection by Great Britain and

France, conseated to reorganize its customs revenue upon a Euro-

pean basis, and confide it to the management of a European skilled

in finance, who, with a staff of his appointment, half Chinese and

half European, should fix a uniform rate of duties on foreign im-

ports, collect them, pay the stipulate' indemnities tc the allies, and

the surplus into the imperial treasury. That functionary, under the

official title of inspector-general, is Mr. llobert Hart. "While the

internal revenue system of China remains in a distracted and dilap-

idated state, he has brought the customs department into a flourish-

ing condition. He returned only to-day from a journey of inspec-

tion of the open ports in distant parts of the empire. We found

him a fiir-seeing and able statesman, having in finance, at least,

something of the scope and capacity of Alexander Hamilton. But

we reserve further remark on this system until we shall have

studied its workings in the central and southern ports of the

empire.

A letter from our old friends Chi-Tiijen and Sun-Tajen. If

there is a discrepancy between their names as known to us and

their autograph cards, it will be understood that the word " Tajen,"

which is affixed to their names, is a designation of rank, and not a

proper name. Mr. Seward is here addressed, not by that name, but

as Sew-Tajen.

« To William IT. Seward—
" Snt : We arrived in Peking yesterday, from Tien-Tsin, and

had earnestly desired to hasten to yon, in order to express to you
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our great plcastiro. But the trip up from Slianghai has been ex-

ceedingly boisterous, maliiiig us very sick and giddy, so that we
are altogether exhausted. Furthermore, we have not yet been able

to submit a note requesting that we may be permitted to prostrate

ourselves before the throne, and inquire for his Majesty's health,

and procure a short leave of absence from the foreign office, which

must be done through Prince Ktmg. It would be contrary to

court usage to make a visit to you before having complied with that

ceremony, even if we were not so completely prostrated that we
could hardly do so, in a proper manner.

" We sincerely wish to repair to your residence to thank you

for all your generous and loving acts, which were so great and

troublesome to you. But they are indelibly graven on our hearts,

where they will remain forever. And how can we forget them ?

" We wish that your happiness may never cease.

(Cards) " Cniii-KANO,

" SuN-CniA-Kun."

November \Qth.—On the 17th, international dinner and ball at

the legation ; on the 18th, received visits from the foreign ladies

residing in Peking, and, our time here growing short, we took

sedan-chairs and returned the visits on the same day. This even-

ing a letter was received from Prince Kung.

'I

'!
i

" To William H. Seavard, etc.

" Sm : I have jr.et heard that you and your party have returned

from your trip to the country, and I have, with the officers of the

foreign office, arranged to visit you to-morrow, at one o'clock, at

the United States legation.

" I hope this hour will be agreeable to you all.

" I beg to wish you daily peace."

Autograph cards enclosed

:

" Prixck Kung,

" yung-suin,

" Was-Ciiano-iii,

" Pasvitn,

" Cuin-Kiosifaw,

" YsUNG-LUN."
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November 20<A,—At one o'clock, Prince Kung, with the minis-

ters of tho foreign office, came, liaving previously sent in tlioir

cards according to the book of rites. They came in chairs, and

were received by the band at the entrance of the court, with a

Chinese national air which they had learned for the occasion. Tho

music, although by no means inspiring to us, seemed to please

,
them. Mrs. Low, having first provided a table, half American, half

Chinese, retired with the other ladies to an inner room, where they

could observe, nnobscrved. The prince is tho brother of the last

emperor, and uncle of the present emperor, who is yet in his

minority. The government of the empire is in the hands of tho

regency, consisting of the young emperor's mother and aunt, and

Prince Kung. The two ladies take charge of the boy's person and

education, while the prince exercises the sovereign political author-

ity. All edicts, however, run in the name of the emperor, without

any notice of the regency except the fonn of attestation. The

female regents maintain strictly the reserve required of their sex,

being never seen even by any minister of the government. Wlien

a decree is to bo made, Prince Kung proceeds with the draught to

the palace, and announces his presence before a curtain. The

ladies then come behind the curtain, and receive and read the

decree. They impress it with their seals. A eunuch delivers it

to the prince, who, affixing his own seal, hands it to the " state-

printer " in an outer chamber. Before he reaches his department,

the decree is published and in circulation.

The prince is tall and well-made, but does not impress one as

especially intellectual. His manner is self-possessed and brusque,

and he seems, even when practising the highest courtesy, like a

person who is not accustomed to contradiction or dissent. lie

saluted Mr. Seward first in the Tartar fashion, by taking that

gentleman's arms and hands into his own, with a friendly embrace.

Our learned countryman, T)r. Martin, who acted as interpreter,

mentioned to Mr. Seward that this treatment was in striking con-

trast with the customary Chinese "touch-me-not" form of salutation

of foreigners. Tho prince then earnestly expressed his satisfaction

in the accomplishment of a wish he had long entertained, to see the
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face of liis distinguished visitor. Mr. Seward reciuested him to sit,

but he iiiunediiitely rose, and iipoKjgized for his faihirc in keeping

liis previous appointment at tlie foreign ofiice. lie said that ho

liad been, on tliat occasion, seized with a sudcKin illness, whidi liad

entirely disabled him from business for many days.

MiJ. Skwaki) :
" The anxiety I felt about you is hai)pily relieved

by seeing and knowing that you are well again."

PitiNCE KuNo : "My acquaintance with your Excellency iiegau

with our embassy to the United States and Europe, and I have

many acknowledgments to make for the kindness and assistance

our ministers received at your hands."

Mk. Sewauo : "Not at all, your Highness. Our riovcrnmcnt

welcomed that embassy as a harbinger of closer and more friendly

relations between the United States and ('hina."

PiiiNCic Ki'No :
" The relations of the two countries have always

been amicable. I trust they will become still more intimate in

future. As to our ministers on that occasion, their instructions

were, to put themselves very much under the directions of your

Excellency."

Mr. Skwauo :
" On the arrival of the embassy, I conferred with

them concerning the objects of their mission and their powers. I

then prepared a draught of a treaty, which they amended. When
the draught, as amended, had been approved by the President, I

submitted it by telegraph to Great llritain, France, and Germany.

AVhen those nations had signified that such a treatv would be ac-

ceptablo to them, it was then signed by your ambassadors and by

myself. This is the story of the ' Burlingame Treaty.' "

Prince Kung made a profound bow, and exclaimed :

" What a pity that Mr. P)Urlingame was cut ofl' by so untimely

a fate, leaving his Avork unfinished !

"

Mr. Seward: "Mr. IJurlingnme's work was so far accomplished

that he exerted an influence which will never cease to be felt in the

mutual intercourse of China and the Western nations. The tcrnii-

nati<m at any time of a life which had already become so successful

and so useful, cannot be called premature."

Pkixce Kuno : " Ah ! if others would adopt the principles
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whic^li are practised by your (lovernincnt, it wo\ild bo a great ad-

vantage to us."

Here, at Mr. Low's invitation, the party took seats at tbo table

—

the prince at the left, with Mr. Seward next his 1 Ugliness; Ysung-

Lun, senior Minister of the Board of Foreign Affairs, on his right;

next to hirn. Admiral Ilodgors. Not much attention, however, was

]>aid to the elegant repast. The conversation was immediately re-

sumed, and continued an hour:

PuiNCK IvLNO :
" IIow many are your venerable years ?

"

Mk. Skwaki) : " Sixty-nine. May I ask your Ilighness's age ?

"

PiMNCK KuNO : " Thirty-five. Are you now in the exercise of

public functions ? or have you laid down the cares of office, while

you continue to wear its honors i?"

Mk. Skwaui) :
" I was in active public life thirty years. I have

now given up official duties, and am studying in the way of foreign

travel
—

"

The prince did not wait for the end of Mr. Seward's remark,

but, misapprehending his gesticulations, said :

" I know, without an interpreter, what you are speaking about.

Tt is your painful experience in your conflict with the Southern re-

bellion."

At Mr. Seward's request, the intei*preter told the prince that his

guess was wide of the mark, and then gave Mr. Seward's answer.

" Nevertheless," said the prince, " I desire to hear from you

about the rebellion, and especially about your escape from assassi-

nation, and about the honorable wounds you have received, the

marks of which yon still wear."

Mr. Seward, after a few words to satisfy the prince's curiosity

on that subject, brought the question back to Chinese politics

:

Mk. Skwaui) :
" Your Highness, is it the intention of your

Government t(^ establish permanent missions in foreign capitals ?

"

PuTNCK KuNo :
" By all means. We expect to have perma-

nent embassies, and we expect to derive great benefit from them."

Mr. Seward : " The Japanese Government gave me a letter,

which they addressed to the minister whom they have recently sent

to China, I woidd like to deliver it."
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Princk Kuno :
" lie lias not yet coiiie."

Mu. Seward :
" Is the Anainite Empire still tributary to China?

"

Prixce Kuno : "It still continues to send tribute."

Mr. Seward: "And docs Siani, also?"

Prince Kuno :
" The Siamese Government sends us tribute

once in five years."

Mr. Seavard :
" What is the diplomatic rank of envoys who

come to you from Corea ?

"

Prince Kuno :
" That question is not easily answered. The

Coreans have grades of rank, and honors, altogether dilFerent from

our own."

Mr. Seward :
" Are the tributes which you receive from those

countries merely ceremonial, or do they enter into the revenues of

the empire ?

"

Prince Kuno : " We act on the maxim that the envoys of de-

pendent states shall come to us lean, and go out from us fat. They

always receive greater presents than they bring."

Mr. Seward :
" The King of Siam once sent us a present in

regard to which we could not act on that maxim. It was a white

elephant."

The prince took out his watch to compare his time with that of

the legation, and explained that there is no standard chronometer

in Peking.

Admiral Eodgers inquired whether the instruments at the

observatory are no longer serviceable.

Prince Kuno :
" Observations are still made there, but the

instruments are somewhat neglected, and they have become obso-

lete."

Mr. Seward :
" It seems so desirable that the sciences of the

West should be introduced into China that I regret to learn of the

difficulties which the university projected by Wan-Siang encoun-

ters. I trust that that institution will revive under its new presi-

dent. Dr. Martin."

Prince Kuno :
" It was with that hope that we appointed him,

and we have now the utmost confidence in its success. It is bound

to succeed."
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Dr. Martin, in Mr. Seward's name, asked the prince and Lis

associates to write their names in the ladies' albums.

The prince took up the book, and, seeming to assume that it

was Mr. Seward's own, wrote these words :

" Having already attained so much of wealth and honor, may you also

attain to groat longevity 1
"

He signed this in the Mantchoo character—" Kuno-Ciiien-

Wang."

The aged Minister Chin-Lun, president of the Board of Con-

trol for the Colonies, wrote

:

" May mankind eiyoy universal peace !

"

He signed this both in the Chinese and Mantchoo characters.

Tung-Tajen, president of the Board of Kevenue, before re-

ferred to in these notes as a poet, wrote, in ancient ornamental

characters

:

" May mild winds and quiet waves,

Tranquil seas and pleasant rivers,

Speed you on your voyage."

Shen-Tajen, member of the Grand Council of State, next took

up the pencil, and wrote

:

"May the clouds give you lucky omens,

The stars assure you hai>piness and long life.

The opening flowers presage wealth and honors,

And tiie bamboo tube [tlio mail-bag] only

Ap<' always bring you tidings of peace !

"

Repeating and rehearsing these several kindly sentiments, they

rose, took the hands of ISfr. Seward and the admiral into their oirn,

bade them farewell, and retired.

Novemler ^Xst.—General Ylangally again entertained us with a

breakfast at his pleasant legation.
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This inoniiii;^ four tii:vii»l;iriii cliiiirs aiul nix carts, with an iiu

iisuiil ri'timu' of i-oolics, appfarcd at the U'^afioii. A iiu'Hisidip'V

(U'livi'riHJ to Mr. Snwanl tiio I'anis of iho sovi;ral Ministers of Sfati',

including one of Wau-Siang, to^olhor with a prcbfiit, of which Uiuy

left the fullowiiig invoiitory :

( )iit' i>air of va-^i's.

Out" pair of I'Mauu'ilt'd cajilfs.

One i)air of doubUKMiaini'lliMl vascH.

One pair of carvod scarU't lanjuer boxes.

Olio pair of enaiiu-lled fi>h-jar8.

Ki<j;ht pieces of silk, of various cohirs.

Mr. Seward iiKjuired of Mr. I^ow wliat woidd Ik- a ])roper form

of aeknowledj^meiit. He replied :
" You cuiiii(»t decline the prt-senl.

You can only send your card iu return, and pay a Mexii-an dollar

to each coolie. Less than this you would be unwilling to »lo. It

would bo tluMight disrespectful to do nu»re."

The American and British missiomiries, residing at Peking,

])a0sed the afterno(»n with Mr. Seward. They leave on tlu? minds

of our whole parly an impression that they are earnest, true, and

good men and wouu'U. The labor which they arc jicrforming in

this benighted land fully justiiies the Christian charity whicli has

sent them hither.

Ever since wo came here, Mr. Seward and Admiral Ucdgers

have been diligently laboring to ascertain the feasibility of a return

of our party by way of the Imperial Canal. The (tovernment has

caused a report to bo made to them on that subject. This i)aj)er

describes many breaches of the canal, hut represents them as under-

going repair. The Government woidd ])rovide for our security in

the journey, but no shorter period than three weeks would sutKcui

to make it in boats, while there would bo many and long land port-

ages. It is ahuost certain that, within that time, it will bo rendered

imi)assablo by ice. The camd-voyage is therefore given up, -though

not without much reluctance.
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riiK RKTUiiN TO HIlANdllAI.

OiitT more on Iho IVi-ho.—The Liulics ut Ticn-Tsin.—Tlio Slmn TiinR.—I'iRnon KriKlisIi.

—Ti'inpcHlilous Wnillu'i'.

—

Vi.-<it to llni l-'lii^' rtliip Colorudu.—Departure of Mr. uiid

Mra. KuniJiill.—On buurd the I'lyiiioiitli Koek.

Tiuuj-Chow^ NoiH'inher 22^/.—How could wo doscrihe in writing

tlio piirtiiif^ ut tlu) IdifJition, which allowod of no utterance!

Time, it seems, is not money in jinik-nuvigution. We find at

Tung-('how tluvt our ilotiliii of little vesstils, without a word of

enj^agemeiit or ))roiniHe on our part, had waited nineteen days. It

has been speedily manned and victualled. Its sails nro already

spread, our tlaj^s are unfurk-d, and we are once more atloat on the

Poi-ho. The weather is very cold, but the downward voyage to

Ticn-Tsin rcfpiires only forty hours.

Tien-Tshi, Notemher 23(?.—Could anybody ask a safer convoy

on a rivcr-voyago than a rear admiral^ Could anybody, needing

protection on such a voyage, do a wiser thing than trust such a

convoy ?

" All's well that ends well ; " but, could tliere be a better joke

than that which has occurred to us, imder the praetici; of these })rin-

clples ? Boat No. 2, bearing the two ladies, accidentally separating

from the fleet during the night, came up to the draw-bridge at

Tien-Tsin this morning, not only two hours before No. 4 and the

other boats, but even three hours before the flag-s'.up of our gallant
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convoy. There is not only a time for every thing in this world,

but there is also a place for it ; but, for those timid adventurers,

those two hours were not the time ; and Tieu-Tsin, with its murky
atmosphere, stolid crowds, and horrible associations of massacre,

was certainly not the place. Fortunately, the officers of the Ashue-

lot found them, opened the way through the draw-bridge, took them

on board their ship, and seated them, shivering as they were, before

a fire in their comfortable cabin.

The deck is completely enclosed with bunting—the flags of all

nations—and is prepared for a ball in honor of our arrival. The

^i.me considerations, which counselled us to self-denial on our up-

ward way, determined us to forego the pleasing compliment.

Thanks to Mr. Beebe, of -the house of Russell & Company, for

the welcome and comfortable quarters, which we so much needed,

afte)' the cold river-voyage. Thanks for his pleasant dinner, and

thanks to Mr. Seward and good Admiral Rodgers for lowering their

voices after the ladies had left the table, and to the whole party for

treading so lightly as they retired for the night. Thanks, more

fervent than all others, to the lucky star which has brought our

nice, little, rolling Shan Tung, and her spirited Yankee Captain

Ilawes, back from Shanghai, just in time to meet us here and con-

vey us to that destination. Our last voyage on the Yellow Sea, -^.nd

her last voyage for the season.

T(d-i/, Novemher 24:th.—On board the Shan Tung, waiting to

cross J.ie bar. Would anybody care to have an ex})lanation of

what is called " pigeon-English ? " To the visitor, on his arrival

hero, it seems an unnecessary and puerile affectation. Eut this is a

mi.-'take. Native agents, servants, and factors, must be employed.

Thev do not understand any foreign laiiguage, aiul foreign residents

cannot learn Clilnese. A dialect is needed for mutual conuiiuuica-

tion. but it may be linn'ted to the wants of commerce and service.

As "charity shall cover a multitude of sins," so in this dialect,

one lilnglisli word is made to cover a variety of things. " Pigct.^n,"'

to the C/hiuose ear, means, not the dove, but " business." " i'igeon-

Euglish," therefore, means " business-English." A few generic
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names, without number, gender, or ease, and a very few active and

auxiliary verbs, without variation of mood or tense, constitute the

whole vocabulary. " Will this horse kick ? " In pigeon-English,

" Horse make kick ? " " Ask the consul to come here." In pigeon-

English it is, " Catchee consul, bring come this side." Report, in

pigeon-English, "No can catchee consxil." "Bring the breakfast,

quickly,"—" Catchee chow-chow, chop-chop."

A similar invention, though not so well perfected, is adapted to

tacilitate intercourse between foreigners and natives in all newly-

discovered regions. The Indian tribes, on the North-American

Pacific coast, have a common jargon made up of only two himdred

words, a mixture of Englisli, French, Spanish, Indian^ etc. The

lingua franca of the Mediterranean, a jumble of French, Arabic,

Turkish, and Italian, is another such dialect. "Pigeon-English" is

now regularly taught in Chinese schools. Since it is capable of in-

definite expansion, who shall say that, in the progress of time, a

complete language may not be built upon that narrow foundation ?

Yellow Sm, of Shan Tung Promontorij, Novemler 2Sth.—The

Gulf Pe-chce-lee is a vixen, and the Shan Tung, in a gale, is a nui-

sance. Although the morning was soft and genial when we left

Taku, the sky darkened at ten, and in two hours we were rolling

and pitching under a severe nor'eastcr. Unable to land at Che-

Foo, we anchored for the night at Hope Sound. Resuming onr

voyage, we arrived, at six the next morning, in the harbor of Clie-

Foo. But a high sea would not allow ns to disembark. The

weather has been intensely cold as well as tempestuous for two

days and nights, and there has been no rest or comfort. At two

o'clock yesterday afternoon, finding a smooth nook on the lee

shore, we came to anchor again, to afford, not passengers, but the

exhausted seamen, a night of rest. The storm has abated, and wo

are now making rapid headway.

Shanghai, Novcmlcr 'M)th.—\Yhy take pains to say what every-

body may imagine—that we have come back to Shanghai weary,

or that Mr. and ^Irs. Warden seem even kinder than before, or that

IT
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William Freeman has laid in a stock of " pigeon-English " which

he thinks will enable us to dismiss our Chinese servants, or thaf.

Admiral Rodgers has determined that the Colorado shall no longer

be denied the pleasure of entertaining us, or that Mr. Seward has

pacified impatient friends and countrymen by contraaicting rumors

which came before us—that the Chinese Government has organized

an army for immediate war, and that Prince Kuiig refused to re-

ceive or meet Mr. Seward in any way ?

I

i

December 6th.—Yesterday, Mr. Seward, attended by many

friends, visited the admiral's flag-ship. Arriving in the harbor

of Woo-Sung, we proposed to go directly from our little yacht

on board the Colorado. l!^o such hasty proceeding as this, how-

ever, could be allowed. The whole ship made gorgeous display

of national colors. The etaff-oflScers, in brilliant uniforms, were

afloat in her steam-launch, and other boats awaiting us. Seamen

and marines were ranged on the deck. Six hundred officers and

men, in regulation attire, were drawn up in line. Our now
familiar acquaintances, the band, with their brass instruments

blazing in the burning sun, stood on the quarter-deck ; and in

front of them all was the admiral, tall, erect, and commanding.

He waved us a cordial and graceful welcome. The staff came

alongside, and informed us of the admiral's request that Mr. Sew-

ard would remain on the yacht until the party should have been

conveyed by the launches to tlic Colorado.

And so it was done. When the party had been assigned proper

places, Mr. Seward, coming over the bulwarks, was received by the

admiral ; the marines presented arms, the seamen saluted, the guns

poured forth a salvo, and the Ijand played " Hail to the Chief!

"

The ofiicers were then severally presented to Mr. Seward. Then

followed an inspection of the ship, which displayed the usual good

order of an American man-of-war. A feast was spread in the

cabins, to whicli we all sat down. The band continued playing

until the last guest retired from the table.

In taste for articles of virtu, the admiral rivals his professional

confrere, the Duke of Edinburgh. Here we note, by way of

\l
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parenthesis, in China, whicli is the country of porcelain, that his

Wedgwood ware is the finest in the world.

A voyage under the soft moonlight brought us to the compound

at two o'clock.

Mr. and Mrs. Eandall, greatly to our regret, being recalled

home, we part with them here.'

Shanghai, December ^th.—We are preparing for an excursioa

on the Yang-tse-kiang, The admiral and officers took final leave of

us to-day. After a pleasant dinner with Mr. and Mrs. Fraser, we

repaired, at eleven o'clock, on board the steamer Plymouth Eock.

On hoard the Plymouth Rock, Decemher Sth.—After all, there

is something in a name. Plymouth Kock, a name identified with

the civilization of America, now employed to signalize an American

regeneration of China

!

Laboulaye has written an ingenious book describing Paris in

America. Why shall we not, in ours, illustrate the United States

in China ? The Plymouth Rock was built in our own country, and

is owned, managed, and sailed, by our countrymen. Such a prom-

enade-deck can be found on the great rivers and lakes at home

;

but such a cabin, such a table, such baths, and such beds, can be

found nowhere. We knew, when wo looked about this morning,

that no Chinese steward, nor maid-servant, if there be any such,

nor any American or European steward or stewardess, had ar-

ranged these homelike comforts. Though we saw no woman, we

knew, not only that a woman had been here, but that she lives here.

The captain's wife, Mrs. Simmons, is absent for only a day or two.

The Hudson and the Mississippi are the only rivers in the world

where steamers carry as heavy freights as on the Yang-tse-kiang.

If the monopoly of this navigation by our countrymen serves to ex-

tend our national influence in China, it at the same time illustrates

the absurdity of the fear that the Chinese interest will become an

intrusive or dangerous element in the United States.

^ Auburn, Jufji 26, 1872.—Wc record with deep sorrow the death of Mr. Randall.

He closed a life of eminent public service and private virtue, at his residence in Elmira,

yesterday, after hi.s return to that place from a visit to Mr. Seward, here.



CHAPTER XII.

UP THE YANG-TSE-KIANG.

The Mi?.«is?ippi of f'hiim.—('liiiig-Kiang.—Liirf;o Freights,—Nniiking.—Tho Porccliiin

Tower.—A Spoeiincn Briek.—Abinulanec ol' Game.—Secnciy on the River.—Ku-

Kiang.—Conver.«ation witli Mr. Drew.—Poliey of tlio United States.—Han-Kow.

—

Ascent of the Promontory.—Magniticent View.—Cheerful Aspect of Ilan-Kow.

—

Excursion to Woo-Chang.—A Disagreeable Adventure.

Decemher 0th.—The Yaiif^-tsc-kianpf has its sources in the moun-

tains of Thibet, side by side Avitli those of rivers wliich flow througli

Siam, Burniah, and Ilindostan, into the Bay of Bengal. In reacli-

ing the Pacitio, it traverses the central region of China, a distance

of nineteen hundred miles, which the sinuosities of its course

lengthen to three thousand miles. Though this navigation may

not be longer than that of the ]\Iississi]>pi Iliver, extended by tlio

Missouri Piver, the Yang-tse-kiang greatly surpasses the great

American river in deptli, breadth, and volume. Often, in its

course, it spreads into broad bays or lakes, and, losing its own

name, takes on local ones, just as the mighty St. Lawrence dt)es.

In a distance of eighty miles from tho sea, the river gradually

shrinks from a breadth of some thirty miles to that of one mile

—

the banks level, densely inhabited, and perfectly cultivated.

At midnight wo fastened at the wharf of Ching-Kiang, the

southern terminus of tho Imperial Canal. This ])opidou8 and

important town was nearly destroyed during the Ta-j)ing rebel-

lion. The mercury had gone down to twenty-eight degrees. A
heavy dew was falling. It was no time to go ashore. Our captain
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left on the wharf three thousand boxes and bales of merchandise,

consisting of sugars from Southern China, and British manufac-

tured goods and opium from India—a large freight, considering

tliat the steamer is one of a daily line, and that the river is at

every point crowded with junks. It looks quite like home to sec

the numerous and immenric timber-rafts floating down from native

forests in Thibet.

What product does China need to make herself self-sustaining ?

The banks above Ching-Kiang ri.='^ to a height of one thousand

feet. Nanking, on the south side of the river, is in an amphitheatre

formed by those hills. This city has historical interest as the capital

nnilXiR AT NAMilNO, AND rc)U(KI.\IN TOWKR IlKFOUK ITS DCSTIILCTION.

of the empire before the conquest of Kublai-Khan ; afterward it

was occasionally the residence of the Ming emperors. Nanking

became finnous, still later, as a commercial centre, and remained bo
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until the period of steam-navigation. Last cT all, it became mem-

orable as the vantage-ground from which the Ta-ping insurgents

carried the civil war to the walls of Peking. The ])agoda called

the Porcelain Towei", which, with its nine successive roofs of seem-

ing emerald, and the gulden apple on its summit, at that time

looked upon Nanking, was justly admired, not only as a chief em-

bellishment of the great city, but as one of the wonders of the

world. But all this glory has passed away. The Ta-i)ing rebel-

lion, which ended only in 180i, proved destructive to Nanking.

It seems almost enough to excuse the dread which all nations

feel for civil war, when \vc contemplate the devastation which it

invariably produces. Nanking, within its fifteen miles of dilapi-

dated wall, is little else than a desolation. The Porcelain Tower is

only recognized by its dchris. The port is not open to foreign

commerce, but the Government permits steamers to receive and

land passengers. A friend who came on board prcsentc<l us with

a large brick which he has taken from the ruined pagoda. Mr.

Seward, thanking him for it, said :

" One of the minor Greek poets ridicules as a simpleton a man

who, having a house to sell, went about showing one of its bricks

as a sample ; but, insonmch as the Porcelain Tower is gone, I am
thankful for a relic of it."

Game is one of the marvels of the country. On the river it is

over your head and under your feet—everj where. You may buy

a dozen pheasants, ducks, or snipe, for less than the price of a pair

of fowls in Washington Market. You pay less for wild-boar, veni-

son, or hare, than for veal or mutton at home. Do these wild ani-

mals affect the society of semi-barbarian man, or is the abundance

here due to the gi'eat productiveness of the soil ?

Deceml)cr lOM.—Two hundred and fifty miles above Nanking,

the river flows swiftly through a narrow gorge between two moun-

tains, one called the Eastern, the other the Western Pillar. Above

this strait the river winds, and is flanked on the right bank by

blufls like those of the Mississipjti and Missouri ; a hundred miles

higher, another gorge ; near the left bank, a conical islet, four bun-
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dred fcot high, rocky at the base, but smiling with vegetation at

the toj), the sides indented with winding terraces bordered with

Bnddliist cloisters, on the summit a picturesque pagoda. The rock

U named, in the chart, " Little Orphan." Opposite it is the pretty

little town of Tung-Lu, with a picturesque wall winding over the

undulating mountain-crest. Here the river receives the water of

I.ITTI.P, OliPlIAN ISLAND.

the Po-yang, a lake with a circuit of one hundi'ed and eighty miles,

which, in some seasons, is enlarged to an area of two hundred and

fifty miles by the overflow of the river.

Four hundred miles from the sea, the river has narrowed to half

n mile. The banks on either side are crowded with villages ; the

depth, at this season of low water, twenty-five feet ; swollen by the



214 JAPAxV, CHINA, AND COCHIN CHINA.

winter flofids, it is sixty. Farther iipwiird, villa;»es are loss con-

spicuous; but teniples and pajjjodas, at picturescpie points, break

tlio monotony. One of these ]ia;j;odaH is u hundred I'eet high; all

are dedicated to tlie gods of the Winds and the Waves.

At sunset we came to Ku-Kiang, a port open to commerce, on

the south side of the river. The foreign settlement, thougli small,

is well arranged and conducted ; the CJhincsc city is contracted

and meanly built, but busy. Mr. lioso, of the house of Tlussell

& Co., and Mr. Drew, deputy Chinese revenue commissioner,

received us.

Each of the treaty powers nominates to the Chinese (Jovern-

nicnt a certain ninnber of persons to serve as such dei)utie8, under

the superintendence of the inspector-general, Mr. Hart. These

deputies are expected to learn the Chinese language, laws, and cus-

toms. Mr. Drew is an American. AVhile walking in the Bund,

lie lamented to Mr. Seward that British prestige in China prevails

over that of the United States:

Mb. Skwauo :
" To what do you attribute this advantage 1

"

Mk. Dukvv: " To the superior policy pursued by Great Britain.

That nation, as well as France, maintains a habit of demonstration

and menace; the United States a policy of forbearance and con-

ciliation."

Mb. Sewabd :
" These sentiments of yours harmonize with

those of most of our countrymen whom I have met in China.

How many foreigners of all nations have you in Ku-Kiang ?
"

Mb. Dbkw :
" Twenty-live."

Mb. Skwabd :
" IIow many of these are Americans ?

"

Mb. Dbew :
" Two or three."

Mb. Skwabd :
" The others, I suppose, are British and French,

with perhaps a German or two i
"

Mb. Dbkw : " Yes."

Mb. Skv.'abd :
" I understand that, while the foreign popula-

tion at Shanghai is two thousand five hundred, only fifty or sixty

of these are Americans ?

"

Mk. Dkkw :
" Yes."

Mb. Sewahu :
" Have you observed that Great Britain, France,
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nnd Russia, maintain in China diplomatic, consular, military, and

naval agents, in numbers as far exceeding those of the United

States as their national population resident hero exceeds that of

citizens from the United States ? In short, most of the Americana

residing in China are missionaries, arc they not?"

Mil. DuKw :
" Yes."

Mu. Sewaui) :
" Is it your opinion that there would have been

in China, to-day, any more American citizens than there are now,

if the United States had heretofore either waged war against China

or menaced her in any way '{
"

Mr. Drew :
" No."

Mk. Skward :
" You liavo been here many years. Do you

know of any outrage, or injury, or wrong, that the United States

have ever complained of, that the Chinese Gov jrnment has left un-

redressed ?

"

•

Mr. Drkw :
" I know of none."

Mr. Seward :
" Has Great Britain or France secured to her-

self in China any political or commercial benefit or advantage

which the Chinese Government has not equally extended, by

treaty, to the United States ?
"

Mr. Drew :
" No."

Mr. Seward :
" The complaints of the superiority of British

and French prestige over that of the United States in China are

of recent growth. They arose chiefly in the period of our late

civil war. You know little of the herculean difficulties of the

Government in that conflict. Do you think that the United States

Government, under the administration of Abraham Lincoln or of

Andrew Johnson, could have wisely made war, or demonstration

of war, against China ?
"

Mr. Drew :
« No."

Mr. Seward: "Do you think that the United States ought to

provoke China by any act of injustice or wrong? Do you think

that it would be wise for the United States, without provocation, to

resort to any policy of menace or intimidation ? Do you think

that the American people would support an administration in such

a policy of provocation or menace, now while they are submitting



810 JAI'AN, OIIINA, AND (JOCIIIN CHINA.

V

^1

I

to Btieli lii<:fli tiixalion to diacliiirgo tlio national (lubt incurred in a

civil wiii'T'

Mit. DuKw: "1 think tlicy would not."

l\lu. Skwaud: "Ono (lucHtion nu)iv. If tin? ITnited States, dur-

inpf till' last twenty years, had pursued a jutliey of intimidation

toward (Muiui, do you think that they would have been able, at the

Hatno time, to draw from this empire an emi<^ralion of Heventy-fivo

tliouHaml laborers to build the Pacific Railroad, and o[)en the mines

in the Rocky Mountains T'

Mu. DuKw: " I have not thou<.';ht of that before."

Mit. Skwakd: " Well, Mr. Drew, I think we are obli(jf('d to con-

i"lude from all thcrio premises that a policy of justice, moderation,

and friendship, is the only one that we have Iwd a choice to pursue,

and that it has been as wise as it has been uiuwoidable."

It is due to Mr. Drew to say that he had received his njipoint-

mcnt to hie present place from Mr. Seward as Secretary of State,

and that he presented the subject to that gentleman cliiedy for the

jmrpose of ascertaining how far he had found cause to sympathize,

duriuij his sojourn here, with the eomidaints of our countrymen.

Mr. Seward dosed the cimvorsation by saying :
" The United

States are a republic, an aggregation of thirty-seven republics. Of

the thirty-nine millions, whicli constitute the American peojdc, less

than ton thousand dwell in foreign countries, and a smalK opor-

tion in China than in many other countries. The Uniiod States

cannot be an aggressive nation—least of all can they be aggressive

against China."

We reached the steamer and the end of the discussion at' the

same moment. This was our visit at Ku-Kiii.ng.

Ilan-Kow, Sinida;/, Deeemler Wth.—At nine o'clock in the

morning of this blessed Sunday, our steamer forces her way to tho

wharf through a fleet of a thousand Chinese vessels. These voxels

arc coastwise junks, river-trading junks, market-junks, fishing-junks,

passago-junks, stationary storehouse-junks, dwelling-junks, and tav-

crn-junks. So, after a travel of four months and two days, wo

Lave reached the centre of China. The 1 1 an, a large tributary, ia
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to till) Yan/^.t,;o what tho MisHoiiri Ih to tlio MissisHippi. Tho eon-

fliit'nco ol" tho two rivers makes the site for three larj^o cities. Two
of these, Ilai'.-Kow and ll;m-Yuii, are on the opposite banks of the

llaii. Wii-('luin{; is on the Yanj^-tsc, opposite the eontluenco of tho

two rivers. I*ru;^ti(!iilly, the three constitutt! one city. The foreign

Hettlcnicnt, liowev»!r, is established at Ilan-Kow.

Marco Polo, in iho thirteenth contury, found, in Central ('liina,

u city on the Yaug-tse, which ho reported by the name of Kiu-sai.

Jfo estimated its circuit at a huiulrod Chinese miles. This ia tho

city in which we now are. Tho good Abbe Hue, who sojourned

here before tho dark days of European iiivasior and domestic rebel-

lion, estimated tho jiopulation of the chy at oi^l.t millions. While

tlu! Kiiri)pcan residents say that tho abbe exaggerates, they insist

that the present poi)idation exceeds one million. The site of llan-

Kow may be compared to that of St. Louis. Through the attenu-

ated tributaries of the Yang-tse, llan-Kow gathers up agricultural,

minei-al, lbn>st, and manufactured products, from the western re-

gions of the empire, and distributes thorn by domestic and foreign

exchange through the ports of Tien-Tsin, Shanghai, and Canton.

AVhen one has reached this commanding point, it is easily con-

ceived why it is that Shanghai, at the mouth, is so rapidly en-

grossing the commerce of the empire.

The port of llan-Kow was opened in ISO!. The Concession is

beautifully laid out, and built np in a rich and cosily style. It is

spacious enough for ten thousand inhabitants, while tho present

number of foreigners is only fifty. There arc six foreign houses,

one of which is American. The high expectations of increase have

been disaj)pointed, not because tho trade was misestimated, nor yet

because it 1 is failed, but, strange to say, only for the reason that

the native u.'rchants have learned the respective wants of foreign

markets, and the ways of supplying them. They are now, them-

selves, enjoying tho advantages which the European merchants have

aimed to secure.

Noon.—Wo live on shi])board, but wo, nevertheless, are enjoy-

ing tho hospitalities of Mr. Fitz, at the house of Russell & Company.
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We attended service, this morning, at the Chapel of St. John the

Evangehst. It was built for tlie Church of England, but, having lost

its Government stipend, tlie congregation is unable to support a

pastor. Prayers were read by a Wesleyan missionary, an amateur

choir singing the beautiful chants and hymns in an admirable

manner.

Decemher 12^/i.—In our exploration, yesterday afternoon, we

found that, although " some things can be done as well as others,"

there is, nevertheless, a "right way and wrong way" of doing

them.

Mr. Fitz inquired Avhether we would have chairs sent forward

for our ascent of the promontory, at the junction of the two rivers.

The arguments against it were, that most persons prefer walking to

the hazard of being carried up the steep hill by coolies. Mr. Sew-

ard advised that chairs should be sent, to be used as we should find

need. The younger people promptly decided for themselves to dis-

pense with f'e luxury. We went up the river to the base of the

promontory in a row-boat {sam-paii). Thence we made our way,

through a dirty and crowded suburb, up a flight of five hundred

stone steps. At this elevation, we found neither platform, bench,

nor stone, to rest on, but only another flight of two thousand stone

steps before us, with an inclination of forty-five degrees. Mr. Sew-

ard took the chair which he had so thoughtfully provided for him-

self, and, though his ascent seemed frightful to us, he Avas borne

quickly and safely to the top by two coolies, who neither stumbled

nor stopped to rest. The other members of the party followed

slowly, and reached the summit completely exhausted. Il'^re, we

availed ourselves of the restoratives of tea and rest, in a dingy

Buddhist temple. We miglit confess now that the view which

presented itself amply rewarded the painful efforts by which it was

obtained, if we could bo quite sm-e that we should recover, in many

months, the muscular strength expended. On our right hand, the

Yang-tse, a mile wide, flowed with rapid current ; on our left was

the Han, scarcely eighty feet broad, though its s]irings are a thou-

sand miles distant. 'Che city of Ilan-Kow covers tiie banks of both
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rivers at their junction ; behind it spreads a vast, low, green marsh,

every year inundated, and often forcing the inhabitants to take

refuge in boats. At the base of the promontory on which we stand,

looking down the rivei*, is the fresh-looking little city of Ilan-Yan,

enclosed in a neat though not formidable stone-wall ; and, on the

opposite bank of the Yang-tse, crowded with pagodas, palaces, tem-

ples, universities, dwellings, barracks, and camps, is ^Vu-chang,

capital of the province of Ilu-peh.. A thin, blue haze limits the

prospect to an horizon in which a small and lovely lake flows at the

base of gently-undulating hills.

In contrast with other Chinese cities, Ilan-Kow, including the

three towns, wears a cheerful aspect. The streets are regular, and

the dwellings, of stone or adobe, are whitened with paint or lime.

From our commanding position we made an effort to secure a care-

ful estimate of the popuhition. Our conclusion was, that the num-

ber of the inhabitants on land within the three cities is one million.

But this estimate left us all afloat as to the mass of the dwellers on

the water. It would be as easy to look from the high-road on the

Owasco Hills into the beech and maple forests, that border it on

either side, and count the trees, as it would be here to number the

vessels of all sizes which throw a dark shade across the narrow

channel of the Ilan, and over the left bank of the Yang-tse. We
venture to set down the population afloat at a hundred thousand.

Who will correct our estimate ?

We were to dine with Mr. Fitz at seven o'clock, but his house

in tlie Bund is sixty feet above the river. The young people who
had so bravely stormed the promontory were only able on their

return to diiub from the sam-pan to tlie steamer. Mr. tieward

carried with him their reluctant apologies.

Decemher I2t/i, ei'entpg.—An excursion to Wu-chang. Sitting

in our sam-pan, we fortunately became spectators of a theatrical

entertainment on the bank of the river in ITan-Kow. AVe estimated

the audience at four tliousand, without seats. Standing in rows,

one rising al)ove another on the steep declivity, tliey presented

unbroken lines of blue nankeen, yellow faces, and shaven h?ads.
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'rii(< hIiijj;i< \v;is wilJioul. (Ii.'iii;i;'(> of hcciic, or scenery (if any kind.

'rinM'e \v:is no orelieslr;i, Itiit rrei|iieiil, mil liiii.'; of ^oiiiV^'n iinij <lniius

on I lie slii';e. 'I'lie iierlnriners were hrilliaiilly dre.'^sed in vellow

;ind i-(>d. So I'm- iis \vi> eoidd see, lliere w.'is no l»reMliin;;' n|> of the

perrorniiince lor linn- or pliiee. 'Tlie wliole ran on williout |iinise.

'riu' aclors p'sticiilaled nuicli and i;role.;(|uel_v, hnl. Iliey dniw onl.

ilUMiKR TIlKAtlU \ It.

tViMU tlie patient and delighted audienei* not one siiiii of a|i|>l:uis(<.

We disliiii;-ni-lied iVeiinent 1>:. tiles and dances in the idav. hul iIh'

dialo<r\ie was Io>-t in the distanci-. .\t'ter loo!ini>' on lor liall' an

hour, we i'oi\»niuec 1 (>nr I'MMirsion. When we returned three honr-

iit'terward, we I'ound the perrorniance still ir<'i",u' on, with no j>er-

cojtt Ibl ehanixo in iil'ier the aelors or the audieiieo.
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.'iaii(Iiii!^r jit Wii-cliiui^, W(-! uwumkUmI ii jji-oinotitory wlildi divides

llic city into two (:(|ii;il piirl.s. A hrif^dif, imd viiricirutod pMf^'odii,

nillt'd (lit! " Littlo Stork," ffraccs tin; liill iiliovc llic! liiii(iiiiff-|)laco.

Its Htory, lii(»ii;^li iiKidcrii, is (liariictciPiKlic: a little golden i^ixl took

it into his liciid oiio iiii^lil. to ride u snovv-wliiti! utork into IIk^ cIi;!!!!-

Ikt of liic dn.'imiiii^ Tiioii-tiii of tint uroviiw^f, iind diniiindod of

liiiii tln! creel ioii of ;i i>;i^oda in tliis |>liic(j. 'i'lie- Tium-tai Kaid, " [

licar ami ohey, iid, when In; wakened, " lit! went and did it.

We cliinlted the windiii;^; KtaireaHe of IliiH pa/^oda, (^ake.s, lei, and

confectionery are served, fortuiieH told, and "ciirios" Hold in every

story. In the upper one is a statue of a little {>od, ahout five feet

hi^h, with loiij^, slender eyes, smooth black (piene, hlack, waxed

uius!a('he, and tunic of hlue and ^old. He smiles complacently as

he sits ois the hack of a stork, carved in wood and painted white.

'I\i speak the ii-'tli, he is a merry little ^od— the only one of that

aspect we hav(! met. lA'avinjjj the ]»a<foda, we passed through the

court, of a Coiilucian temple, thickly crowded with sellers of fruit

and provisions, trinkc^t-dc^alers, va;.?al)oiids ami idlers, ami lame,

hliiid, maimed and loathsome he<^^ars. Wi- looked into the temple,

and found its walls covered with texts of tin; classic hooks. As wo

came out, the crowd around us had formidahly increased. There

is no coin in China hut an iron one, of which a thousand pieces i^o

to tiie dollar. Of course, we had noiu" <if tli(!se. The he^^ars,

imacciislomed to heiiii^ refused llu; pitiful alms they expected,

hei'ame im|!ortimate ami impertiiu'iit. ( )n(! of our servants, who

had a few lMi<:;lish sixpences, (Muptied his pockets, without other

elleil tha.i iiicreasiu!;' tlu; numher of mendicants and their vche-

lo-n dt' appl.uisc.

|lie play, hut tlie

,.n for half an

[ne.l three hours

In, with no per-

meiice

Our view from the summit hehiml the temple renewed the

impri'ssioiis whirh we had reci'ived on the <>p|io,--iti' promontory,

the previous {\:,\. IJeMimini;- our chairs, we were on our retiirr; to

n a paiiil'ul advcntiiri ) occurreithe landiiin'-place on the I'vei-, wIk

tluMirst of that kind in our travel. l''o re iii' tiers seMoiu cross tlio

river to \\'ii-cliaiin-. ()iir visit was a iiovellv, there, and ox-ited

iiiui'li ciirio>itv, Tl le town iiitaiii,- iiiii\('rsitv in which ten

thousand ^Indents are u'athereil 1 roiii nioviiici's, a ih1 it aJM) 1 las

IS
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ii luilitiiry school witli a lai'i;;{' ii,';inMS(iii. 'I'licsc pi-oviiicial sclKtols

iirc! (lis(,iii<i;uislic(i ior tlu'ir bii^otrv and in'cjiidico against luri'in'iicrs.

Our tVii'iuls, liowi'vcr, had not apiirist'd i;s of these fiicts, nor liad

they taken into eoiisideralioii (hat our party contaiiu'd two hidies,

wlio woiiM he ohjcifs of sitecial curiosity Iiei'e, as tlu'y were on our

way to the (ireat Wall. A section of the crowd, which had heeii

Ibliowiu^ us, flopped on tlie hrinU ol the hill, iVoni which they

ecMiId look down on the windin-j^ path we were desccndiiii;-. One

of the ladies had left her chair, and was walkiuiij in advance. Mr.

Seward was in an elci^ant ii'reen chair with <ji,'Iass window.N ; the

other huly in a covered bandioo-ehair hehind. A stoiu' six inches

thick struck the hack window of Mr. Si-ward's chair and shivered it

to jiieces. A .second, as lar^'c, entered the same window, and fell

within the chair. A third stone struck the top ol' the last chair,

and cru.shed the frail top. The coolie hearers oi" ilie two chairs

stoppeil in a tViiijht, and raised an outcry, directed towani persons

on the lop of the clilf. Well they nii_<"iit, for, if eithei' of those

missiles had fallen on one of their nake<l heads, it would have

proved fatal. Happily the silken curtains of Mr. Seward's chair

savi'd him from injui-y. lie instantly ali,i>'hted an.l tinned to lind

the .issailant. 'i'he enemy had, however, lied in consternation from

till' hill, and it remained to us on'v *o e.\chaiii!;e conyratulalions

upon our escape from a utmnion dan;. 'riiouii-ii the people stir-

rounded us in masses, wliii'h rcii(h'rcd our [las^saije thiMuyh the

narrow streets tedious .ind dillicult, they made no expression or

si^i'u of unkindness or disrespect. Mr. Si'ward rcuards the as.^ault

not as one of desiijn or dcliheration, hut as the un|)remedifated and

wanton ;»'t ol' ru(h' and mischievous idlers. Xeverlheless, tlie

genUeuuMi at Ilan-Kow havi- addre.>si'd the Taou-tai on tlie subject.

1 1 '

ii'il



CHAPTER XTII.

lii-rruux TO snANauAi.

ni'|);irttiri' fioin Miiii-Kow. — Cliiiicsc .Military Art.

—

\ Marvellous I'\lio.—Tlie Irripprial

Canal.—Appioauli to ('liiii-Kiaiif;.—The I'nitod State.-* Steamer Alaska.—Uiinninf;

down a Junk.—.\n .Vi)olot;y IVoni the N'icei'oy.—The Conipiailor.—(."hiiic.se Ladies.

— I'jiiliaik on an Kurdish Steamer.

Sfeai/ic/- PJ>/in()iith IiOcl\ YiDHj-txC'ldmuj, December XZfh.—AVo

loft the wliart'iit Ilaii-Kow at daylii^lit this morning, and in rcturn-

iiii; to vShiui^'liai we ai'c c.\i)octiii<.;' to enjoy, liy daylight, the sr-encs

lost to ii.s hy iiight in ascending the I'iver. The hanks below Ilan-

Kow ai-e low and flat, with a city at almost every bend, but the

niomitains ci'owd closely on the plain.

Pi'conlx'r Wt/i.—Night and i';iin came down upon us as wc

approached Ku-lviang, but with only this pleasant consc'iucnco,

that we gatheivd ttt the dinner-table in our cabin the merry party

which we were to h;i\c met on the Ihmd. When tiiev had retired,

certain fall natives of the country, of course olive-colored, with

glazed crowns and smoothly-braided ([ixcucs, brouglit two garden-

vase-^ and two baskets, each of the latter containing what om- gentle

frien<ls at home W(»\ild pronounce "a love" of a tea-set—one ver-

milion, the other bliu\ Thanks to ^^r. Rose.

At Zuaking is a gleaming white pagoda, one hundred I'ec*^ high,

with a cupola of l)urnished brass. It has seven vi'randa^, the roof

of each ornamented with bright, tinkling bells. At its base is a

milifii V chDol.
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Certainly military art, the world over, delights in fine colors,

loud noises, and much demonstration. In the West, however, we
are abating color and noise, while we study to increase force. In

China, they reverse this. They do not improve their engines and

weapons ; they make greater noise with their gongs and a more

dazzling display of yellow and red in their uniforms and flags than

ever. T^aval junks meet us everywhere on the river. Thougli

diminutive in size, and carrying ordnance of the smallest calibre,

their bunting surpasses that of a Hudson River steamer going to

celebrate the Schutzenfest.

We have just passed a mountain-gorge which has a marvellous

echo. When we entered the pass, the reverberations were single.

Passing on, the shrill notes of the steam-whistle came back to us

prolonged and louder. Farther on, the mountains gave us back

two distinct sounds for each one they received ; afterward three,

four, five for one. It was the perfection of ventriloquism. The

sounds were articulate ; they seemed to come throu'^h the earth

;

sonietim ;s sonorous, at others soft and plaintive, always impres-

sive and mournful.

i

Chin-Kiamj, December Ihth.—Anchoring off the left bank of

the river in very deep water, and taking the ship's boats, we made

an entrance, nut without difliculty, into the Imperial Canal.

Take its story briefly, to understand better what little we saw

:

Built in the thirtetiith century, it is a monument ecpially of the

greatness aiid of the wisdom of Kublai-Khan. Its length is six

hundred and fit'tv miles, nearly twice that of tlu Erie Canal. De-

si^.^';(l for irrigation as well as navigation, it varies in widtli from

two hiiti'1iT<l ((Mit to two thousand feet. It is not, like our canals,

built by c.\( aval ion, but with artificial dikes raised t)n an alhivial

soil, its banks asul bottom paved and cemented. Instead of locks,

there are inclined planes. Every abutment, flood-gate, and l)ridge,

is of solid granite masonry. The Imperial Canal, like the Erie

Canal, is not an isolated channel, but onlv the main artery of a

system of artificial navigation, the aggregate length of wliose

parts is four thousand miles, while they ])enetrate every one
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of the eighteen provhu-cs of the empire. The e'lnal is compactly

crowded with juiikri. We juiild not make our way into it a

yard's length, withi>iit waiting for a movement of the vessels

lor our accommodation. Our ai)pcals to the boatmen for this

courtesy were not unkindly received, though the result was a

scene of wild and noi.sy disturbance. We soon became con-

vinced that, in our small boats, we were in danger of being

crushed between juidcs, even though nothing should occur to pro-

duce misunderstanding <jr disturbance. AVe returned, therefore,

to the ship's deck, as cautiously as possible. In that position we

traced the course of the canal " high," though not " dry," above

ground four miles. The shipping through that distance was as

dense as at the mouth. The offices of the managers and toll-col-

lectors cover the banks, while an armed fleet rides at the mouth of

the canal to prevent i)iracy and smuggling. AVe learn here that

obstructions render the canal impassable for the aggregate extent

of one hundred and iifty miles. Even the navigable portions are

so much injured as to tloat only small vessels. The largest we saw

are of one hundred and fifty tons burden.

Three months ago, when a foreign war was ap\)rehcndcd, an

engineer submitted to the (Jovernment a project for restoring the

navigation, but elicited no reply. Tliere is little doubt that the

canals of China, the most successful aiul matrniticent svstem of in-

land navigation the world has ever seen, are falling into decay and

ruin.

The approach to Chin-Kiang is very picturesque. It stands on

a scnucircular bay—the western entrance guarded by (iolden Isl-

and, on which stand a Buddhist temple and a pagoda—the eastern

entrance by Silver Island, its undulating surface em])ellislied with

tea-lionses and villas.

Deeemher l(V/^ 4 o''clocK'.—AVe arc ])assing from the broad

estuary into the Woosung. Farewell, A'ang-tse, worthy, from thy

length and breadth, to be called " Son of the Sea," though the

critics learned in the Chinese language deny thee that significant

ai)pe]iation, and mention that A'ang-tse means something else.



IM

226 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COCHIN CHINA.

Shangfuii, December With, nUjht.—Quite to our surprise, wo

passotl the Colorado, still at lier anchora<^t'. As wo a]ij)roacho(l

Shanghai, tiio Plymouth Kock took a berth far out in the Btreain

aiuong the foreign shipping, busy junks and sain-pans darting

around her in all directions. While standing on the steamer's deck

av/aiting a launch to convey us to the bank, the United States

steamship-of-wiir Alaska camo vapidly down the river. As wo

were in the act of exchanging compliments with the otticers on hor

deck, she rode over a Chinese junk which was madly attempting to

cross her bow. An instant afterward the two parts of thojunlc

a])j)eared on either side of the iron-clad. With how many lives the

junk was freighted we could not know, but wo saw living men

clinging to the sundenul parts of the wreck, and other living men

struggling in the water. The Alaska ])roMiptly reversed her en-

gines, threw out lif'e-i)reservers and lowered her boats. Fortu-

nately, at that moment, a steam-launch from the Colorado, rccn-

forced by C'hinese sam-pans, went to the rescue, but we were

unable to discover with what success. The painful incident has

saddened our return to Shanghai.

Decemher 17th.—We learn from the consul-general that the

survivors of the wrecked junk hastened to the consulate with com-

plaints against the Alaska, and that he, as well as Admiral Rodgers,

is engaged in examining the circumstances of the collision. The

captain of the Alaska represents that he was hastening to get over

the bar before ebb-tide ; that th? junk was crossing his bows, and

had time to clear herself, but t'aat, as her crew advanceu on their

tiack, they esj)icd the PJyir.outh Rock coming up, and, taking

alarm lest they slioidd come under her wheels, they stopped in

their course and fell under the keel of the Alaska.

We have arranged to sail for IIong-Kong on the 22d.

Shanghai, Decemler 19M,—Le-ming-Che, Taon-tni of Ilan-Kow,

to II. E. Ilobson, assistant in charge IIim-Kow customs

:

" I am in receipt of your note informing me of your having

visited Wu-Chang, with a party among whom was his Excellency
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William II. Scwiird, on which occnniou you wore assnilcd by a

disorderly mob of boys, and your sedan-chairs broken. The ]>ro-

cecdin^ was most indecorous. I am intensely grieved that his

Excellency, the American Secretary, shoidd have met with such :in

insult on the occasion of his visit. I respectfully recpiest you to

convey to his Exc*ellency my profound regret for what has taken

place. I have didy instructed the Wu-Chang magistrate to issue

proclamations to prosecute the oti'enders,

" Intercalang, tenth moon, twenty-tirst day."

pur having

Shanghai^ December '20th.—The Gomprndor^ in China, is a char-

acter as incomprehensible as important, lie is a native trained in

accounts and trade. Employed by the foreign hoiujn (mercantile

Ijouses) as book-keeper and accountant, he adds to these functions

that of the broker, who buys for the firm, and makes all its sales.

In these transactions, he receives commissions from both parties.

What is more singular is, that he maintains this duplicity of rela-

tions without suspicion of dishonesty. The comprador does not

confine himself to mere trade, he is indispensable in all domestic

and social transactions. lie negotiates marriages between parties

who never know nor see each other until the contract is completed.

Kussell & Company's comprador., today, paid his annual visit to

Mr. Warden at the Compoujul. He brought his wife and her two

hauduuiidens, presenting the latter, however, as his wives, numbers

three and four; apologizing for number two, who remained at

home. Also, two daughters-in-law, one child, and six attetidants.

The women, of course, came to pay their respects to Mrs. Warden.

The comprador desired to make his homage to Mr. Seward, and the

women requested an introduction to th-.; ladies of his jiarty. There

was difficulty, at first, about the women coming into l\v. Seward's

presence, but it was overcome. The wives and the boy shook

hands with us quite in the American way, but evidently not with-

out concern for their finger-nails, some of which were quite as long

as the fingers that bore them. They were elegantly dressed, wear-

ing a profusion of jewels, and were very timid. As they spoke no

English, and we no ('hinese, nothing remained for them but to
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study our dresses and ornaments, as well as the furniture and arti-

cles of ^tertu in the drawing-room. When they had exhausted

those on the tii,/ -floor, they desired to explore the second story.

The grand stairway is hroad and easy, but, as all these women have

tiny feet, each required a strong arm in making the ascent, but that

must not be a man's arm. The ladies, therefore, oifered theirs, and

" such a getting u]i-»tairs, you never did see
!

" It would have

been amusing, if it had not been really dangerous. After a

thorough and minute inspection of the u]iper part of the house,

they descended the staircase with much nervous apprehension.

They then listened wonderingly to our music on the ])iano-forte.

Calling, then, for their gorgeous sedan-chairs, they retired, doubt-

less to describe, to their small-footed and long-fingered friends, the

mysteries and absurdities of Western fashions. During their entire

visit, the comprador had directed the movements of his wives and

children with all the vigilance and conscious superiority of a tur-

key-cock. As we assisted the women, or rather carried them in

our arms, up and down the staircase, bright-eyed, gentle, and sweet-

voiced indeed, but dwarfetl, distorted, and enslaved, their de-

pendence was touching. We had not before realized the depth of

' the abasement of women in China.

Steamer Travancore, China Sea, DecoaJter 'i^d.—Many friends

attended us ui the steamer, and kindly signals were nuule to us i\nn

balconies, tlie consulate, and the shipping in the harbor.

For the first time in our travels, we are on a foreign deck. The

Travancore, named from a province in British India, on the coast

of Malabar, belongs to the " Peninsular and Oriental " line of

steamers, usually abbreviated the " P. and O."

The familiar berth of the Colorado, at Wusung, was vacant.

8he had sailed, an hour ])efore, for Nagasaki. A\^e were still ex-

pressing our regret that we were to see her lut more, when \\(\

passed the bar. Standing southerly, however, we saw the majestic

flag-ship before us, at rest in the open sea, with all lu>r flags and

streamers flying, the admiral and officers on the (juarter-deck, and

every yard fully manned. Three hearty cheers greeted us from her
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six hundred seatiien, her colors dropped, officers and men saluted

us, and the faithful band gave ns for farewell the same old national

air with which it had greeted us on coming into Chinese waters.

The Travancore lowered her flag.-^, and every officer and passenger

joined us in acknowledging the kind and loyal demonstration of the

Colorado.

8CE.NB ON TUB IMl'EKIAL UA-NAL.
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CHAPTER XIV.

FROM SHANGHAI 10 HONG-KONG.

1

Bad Weather.—Cold Weather.—Variety of Seamen.—The Ship'3 Accomtnodations.

—

Hong-Kong.—Beautiful Scenery.—Old Acquaintances renewed.—Native and For-

eign Population.

i
in

On hoard the Travancore^ Christmas-Day^ 1870.—Give us no

more of the China Sea
;
give us, instead, the Pacific Ocean, the

Sea of Japan, the Yellow Sea
;
give us any water, if it be not the

Bay of Yeddo, and any Gulf, but the Gulf of Pc-chee-lee.

i\ bleak northeaster, with rain, wind, and darkness, drove us

to the cabin as soon as we had parted with the Colorado. When,

during the day, the decks dried, the winds grew higher and the

seas rougher, and we have remained prisoners below, until the morn-

ing. This cold weather, on the verge of the tropics, is a surprise

;

the high winds compel the native shipping to hug the coast, and

equally oblige foreign vessels to keep away from it. Thus, it has

happened that we have seen neither ship nor coast, although a

narrow sea divides the great island of Formosa on oT'r left from the

continent. Now that we are approaching Hong-Kong, we are

surrounded with native craft.

Wc \\v\x\ a new phase in this navigation. "We found the sea-

men, on the Pacific niail-steaiuer China, chiefly Chinese ; so they

are in the coastwise trade of the Yellow Sea. This Chinese monop-

oly is broken here. At the ship's muster this morning, the ranl<s

showed many variations of physiognomy, with all shades of dark



Accommodations.

—

—Native and For-

,—Give us Jio

fie Ocean, the

F it be not the

3e-lee.

ness, drove us

>rado. Wlien,

igher and the

intil the morn-

is a surprise

;

the coast, and

Thus, it has

st, although a

r left from the

Ivong, we are

bund the sea-

nese; so tliey

liincse monop-

ing, the ranl<s

ihades of dark

S



'

I I

!



ARRIVAL AT HONG-KONG. 231

com})lexk)n. Of Europeans tlicre avc none ; besides the light-

yellow Chinese, there are the darker Malays ; small but activu

Hindoos, almost black, with perfect Caucasian features in.d curling

hair ; and strongly-built, heavy-featured, coal-black negroes from

Soutli Afi'ica. The languages and religions of the crew are not

less diverse. There are Bramins, Buddhists, Confucians, and

Mohammedans. While uniform discii)line is enforced, ditVorencc

of faith, as well as of diet and costume, is tolerated. The Chinese

dress as on shore. The Hindoos wear a gay cotton blouse, on

week-days, Avhich they exchange on holidays for tightly-fitting cot-

ton trousers and blouses of the same material, scarlet or crimson

sashes, and turbans. The Hindoo boatswain adds to this a gilt-

embroidered, scarlet vest. The Malays woar calico pantaloons, with

white shirts, and the negroes, here as r erywhere else, indulge in

the gayest of colors.

The ship's accommodations do not compare favorably with those

of the Pacific Mail Line, but here disparaging criticism must end.

Thoufi-h the table is frugal, the wines and provisions arc of the best,

and the linen is unimpeachable. The service is punctual, and the

officers and seamen are courteous and watchful.

Ifong-Kong, December '2iWi.—Hong-Kong is an island, which

(Jreat Britain has conquered, and conunands the entrance of Canton.

It rises more abruptly from the water than the island of St. Thomas

in the West Indies.

We anchored at three o'clock yesterday. There is far less

shipping here than at Shanghai. The terraces which wind around

the hill-sides show distinctly in bold outline every dwelling and

structure of the European toM-n, which, as well as the foreign ships

in the harbor, was yesterday gayly decorated with flags and Christ-

mas-greens. Wc were received by Mr. Murray Forbes, representa-

tive here of IJussell «fe Company, at Kee-Chung, the name of their

princely house. We found fire on the hearth, the first which has

been kindled this season, and the people here are rejoicing in hav-

ing escaped at last the iiitonse heat of summer. We make these

memoranda, sitting in a dccj) window of this great, old-fashioned
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dwelling, sliadowed by the mountain-summit, wliile an unclouded

morning sun brings the town below into broad relief, and beyond

it the deep, blue bay dotted with diverse shipping. A high, red,

rocky coast bounds the jirospect. Imagine such a picture as wo

have tried to present, seen as we are seeing it through a frame-

work of i)iihnetto, banyan, camphov, and acacia trees, and you have

Hong-Kong.

December '•11th.—Resting, Mr. Seward has exchanged visits with

the Governor of IIong-Kong, and the United States consul, Mr.

Bailey. We are renewing old acquaintances with countrymen

and countrywomen. Our departure for Singapore is fixed for the

3d of January. We need, therefore to improve our few remain-

ing days in China.

The British found five thousand natives on the north end

of the island. Under the rule of Great Britain, they are now a

busy and prosperous community, numbering forty thousand engaged

in trade and the fisheries. The foreign population is perhaps one

thousand.

TKASlNa-JUNK.



CIIAPTEE XV.

FROM HONG KONG TO CANTOK.

The Chinese 'Coasting-Trad".—Chinese Smugglers.—Canton Rivcr-Banka—Aspect of

Canton.—Tiio British Concession.—The American Hongs.—Tlie Consul and the

Taou-tui.—The Diet of the Cantonese.—Manufactures of Canton.—The Temples of

Canton,

Canton, Decemher 2Sth,' Steamer Kin-San.—Amevican side-

wheel steamers carry the foreign coasting-trade between Ilong-

Kong and Macao westward, Hong-Kong and Canton northward,

and Hong-Kong, Swatow, Amoy, Xing-po, and Foo-Choo, on the

vastern coast.

We occupied, with two friends, the saloon and upper cabins of

the Kin-San, while the lower deck bore four hundred Chinese,

chiefly traders, who pay a fare of a Mexican dollar for a voyage of

ninety miles. The purser brought us the box which contained the

collection of dollars for this voyage. Many were rejected. The

coins were genuine, but almost every piece had been clipped. The

deficiency was made up in " cash." From the deck, we noticed a

native trader, who at intervals advanced to the bulwark, and threw

into the w-ater small bunches of hay and straw. We observed that,

in every case, natives rowed from the shore in small boats, and

picked up this refuse. Our friends, who knew the trick, informed

us that the bundles of hay and straw contained packages of opium.

Another trader dropped a sealed bottle into the river. A partner,

who was waiting on the bank, took it up and found in it the prices
19
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current of opium at London. Smuggling wears only this thin

covering in China.

Our course for forty-five miles—half our voyage—lay among sca-

islantls, giving us only occasional glimpses of the main-land. We
then entered the narrow channel of the deep river, pronn'scuously

called the North and the Canton. The banks are lined with the

" Bogue" forts, before the " Opium War" regarded by the Chinese

as a reliable defence. The victors stipulated that these forts shall

not again be garrisoned. They are now falling into ruin. Thus

Canton, the southern capital of China, is absolutely defenceless, with

a British naval and military station at its very door. Might not

Christian merchants in the East be content with this ? Whampoa,

some fifteen miles down the river, is the outpost of the foreign trade

carried on at Canton. The river-banks below AVhampoa are dull

and monotonous. Above that place they present scenes of tropical

luxuriance and beauty. The valley expands, and is covered with

sugar-plantations, banana and orange groves, and the surrounding

hills arc crowned with pagodas. Canton stands on the right bank

of the river, but projects in long suburbs over the opposite shore.

Neither Nagasaki, nor Yokohama, nor Osaka, nor Ilan-Kow, nor

Tien-Tsin, nor Shanghai, nor IIong-Kong, nor Peking, gives the

stranger so effective an impression of a great city.

We moored at the wliai-f in the midst of a floating city of three

hundi'ed thousand souls. Canton, like the surrounding provinces,

is traversed by canals, which bring to its wharves passengers in

immense numbers from all parts of the empire. The inventive

talent, as well as the frugality of the Chinese, is in nothing more

conspicuous than in the provision which is made for these wa}side

travellers. There are blocks and streets of gayly-painted and deco-

rated floating inns or taverns, shops for supplying all wants with-

out the delay and cost of going ashore. Our passage through these

winding streets and alleys gave us some odd revelations of marine

life. All manner of domestic occupations are carried on without

fear of annoyance, or aftectation of privacy. Chins are shaven,

queues arc plaited, dinners are cooked and served, clothes are made,

>vashed, and mended, children are dressed, whipped, and put to
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1)0(1, that is to say, laid on a mat and fastened with a cord around

their waists, and tied to a mast to keep them from falling overlioard.

Even "field- 81)0rts" arc not wanting. A favorite exercise of this

kind is the chase of the wharf-rat. We saw one caught, skinned,

spitted, and put on charcoal. This amusement is pursued chiefly

by women and children. The fishing with cormorants is a vocation

of a large class.

Our party had no sooner reached shore, than it broke into fac-

tions. The younger members extemporized a guide and boat,

crossed the river, and were soon lost in studying carved ivory,

shell, and sandal-wood boxes, pagodas and toilet-cases, and orna-

ments of gold, silver, jasper, and jade. Mr. Seward, more politic,

visited the British Concession. If they found the fabrics of Canton

more exquisite than they had imagined, he founJ the foreign settle-

ment more spacious and elegant than the people of Shanghai and

Ilong-Kong allow it to be. There are thirty or forty spacious

foreign hongs, an Episcopal church, built of white marble, and a

club-house with a good library and billiard-room ; on the bank, a

promenade, handsomely-ornamented with gardens, which rejoices

in the name of Cha-min (Sand-face).

The American houses, Russell & Company and Smith, Archer

& Company, finding that the acquisition of title by xYmericans

within the British Concession was attended with some uncertainty,

have rebuilt their old factories in the Chinese city outside the Con-

cession, and we are here the guests of those well-known hongs.

December 2dth.—Archdeacon Grey is a philo-Chinese. lie has

resided here nineteen years, and he kindly offers us his invaluable

assistance in the exploration of Canton.

Meantime, the United States consul, anticipating that Mr. Sew-

ard would esteem it an act of becoming courtesy to call on the

Taou-tai of the province, addressed a note to that functionary. Ho
remitted to the consul the following well-argued and most conclu-

sive answer

:

"In answer to your note stating. that the Honorable 'William

II. Seward, formerly Secretary of State, having visited Peking, and
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I

called at the foreign otHco there, had nrrived in C.'anton, and pro-

posed to a])point ii time to cull, etc., I have to say that, conHidering

his Honor Seward has laid aside his offli-o, and therefore there can

bo no consulting upon publicr biisiness, and as the foreign office has

sent no notice of his coming, it is not convenient for us to see and

look each other in the face.

" Please inform his Honor Seward, tin great officer, that it will

be ot no use to come to my office. This roi)ly with my best compli-

ments, my name and my card."

The consul, we know not how justly, attributes this decision of

the Taon-tai to a public misunderstanding between himself and that

officer, which had arisen before our arrival—the Taou-tai fearing

that an Interview with Mr. Seward might produce some popular

jealousy.

Canton is a sphinx, serenely indulging in calm recollections, and

seeming to smile with equal contentment on time and change. Wo
have interrogated it. How shall we be able to record its responses.

The city covers a very large plain. Some of the streets are ten

feet wide, they average seven ; all irregular and without a plan.

They are travelled chiefly on foot, but almost everywhere sedan-

chairs can be used. Paved with flat granite blocks, the sewerage

is concealed, and in this one Chitiesc city there is no want of public

cleanliness. An nntidy person is as rarely seen in the streets here,

as a tidy one in the streets of Peking or Han-Kow. r)cca8ionally,

M'e passed a dwelling, palatial in its dimensions and embellishment,

but, generally speaking, the city presents merely a mass' of shops.

The floors are on a level with the streets, the houses without veran-

das or porches, and entirely open in front. Tlie buildings are

narrow, usually of one story, often twenty feet high, and each

has an attic. It is a Chinese proverb that"iM-luck follows ridge-

beams which connect with each other in a continuous line."

Hence tlu3 roofs are of unequal height, and the boards which ])ro-

ject from them over the streets, to protect travellers from the sun

and rain, are irregularly placed. The material of the fragile walls

is d{ .'k-brown brick. Every one knows that the Chinese write from

right to left, and in downward columns. The sign-bourds, painted
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in rich vermilion or gQdcd on dark blue, inste. of being liorizont^d,

liang perpendicularly, everywhere obstructing the passenger. The

shops are gorgeously ornamented. Helmbold's patent-medicine

shop on Broadway would not be out of place here. There are no

street monuments. The streets are often short and curved, they

branch at all angles, and sometimes are continued through very

narrow gates or mere door-ways. It thus happens that there is no

long vista, and Canton is a labyrinth, which only one who is prac-

tised therein can thread. It is divided into quarters for the accom-

modation of divers kinds of business more completely than any

European city. Bankers liave their exclusive Wall Streets ; the

mercantile shops are in districts removed from manufactories ; em-

broiderers, silk-weavers, cotton-weavers, lapidaries, jewellers, and

carvers, have separately their own quarters. Only vegetables,

i-ruits, fish, meat, poultry, and game, are displayed everywhere.

The dwellers in Canton are epicureans. They have fish from

the rivers and fish from the sea—veal, mutton, venison, pigs, kids,

ducks, geese, grouse, pheasants, quails, and ortolans. Whatever

they can serve you at the Astor-IIouse, you can command here

—

ay, more than can be found on the Astor-House carte ; for, in the

midst of the tempting display in the provision-shops, are seen the

carefully-dressed carcasses of infinite rats and unmistakable saddles

of dogs, while here and there you notice in the shop-windows a

placard which announces that "black cat is served iiot, at all

hours." A decoction of snakes is sold as a medicine. As we were

passing a small lake, a boy in our train waded waist-deep and

brought out a water-snake. AVe urged him to throw the im-

fortunate reptile back, but he declined, and, bruising its head, he

put his finger to his mouth by way of informing us that it was to

be his supper.

Rope is made lu'rc by the same process as among us, but a

greater variety of materials is used. Besides hemp, they work

bamboo, ratan, and tanned and untanncd hides.

A primitive process is resorted to in bleaching. The operator

takes clean water by the mouthful and spm-ts it over the fabric.

Calendering; is done as it was in Europe before the invention of
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modem macliineiy. Tlie cloth is passed under a stone roller which

the operative rocks with his feet. The gloss produced is unequalled.

We entered a flouring-mill—a blinded cow, at the end of a shaft,

moves each of the seven pairs of stones. The operation is perfect,

and the animals seem sound and healthy. The human foot moves

the winnowing and bolting processes.

No stranger could conceive the excellence or the cheapness of

artistic production. Mr. Seward, fancying a carving of sandal-wood

suitable for a door-way, valued it at three hundred dollars. It was

ottered him at sixteen !

It can hardly be believed that the extensive manufacture of

silks in China is carried on without the use of the " Jacquard
"

loom. The workshop is without a floor. The primitive hand-

loom, with the operator's bench, is placed in an excavation. They

insist here that the moisture of the ground imparts a porcelain gloss

to the silk. Silk-embroidery is the most important manufacture.

This toilsome and exhausting labor is performed exclusively by

men, instead of being devolved on delicate women, as in European

countries. We bought, at nominal prices, articles which would

have a fabulous value at home.

Lacquer-ware is made, though less extensively than in Japan.

This is the process : A frame of the required article is made of thin

wood or veneering perfectly seasoned. Thii> frame is covered inside

and out with soft silk-paper, made to adhere smoothly by use of a

glutinous solution. When the paper has perfectly dried, a coating

of pulverized granite, mixed in a tine oil, is spread over the surface.

This granite paste hardens in its turn, and now the process of

lacquering begins. The lacquer is a vegetable juice imported from

India in earthen jars, and, when fresh, is milk-white ; when exposed

to the air, it thickens and becomes black. It is applied with a

brush and left to dry. No less than eight successive coats are put

on, sometimes more. The Chinese, in speaKing of a fool, use the

proverb that " he wants the ninth coating of lacquer." After the

lacquering is completed, the ornamentation, usually in vermilion

and gold, takes place. Professional artists make the designs iu

perforated paper.
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A large district in the city is devoted to the manufacture and

sale of ornaments in jade. A Chinese gallant, speaking of a lady,

says she is " as beautiful as jade." We failed to understand the

secret of its value until informed of the firmness of its texture. A
piece of this stone, weighing five pounds, has the dull appearance

of a connnon pebble. It is sawed into plates of the required thick-

ness by the use of a fine wire moved by hand. After this, turning-

lathes and lapidaries' instruments are employed. With these it is

shaped into finger-rings, ear-rings, bracelets, bangles, buckles, cups,

vases, and the like. The best jade is that which shades from milky

white to clear green.

We notice that women of the higher class wear a kind of orna-

ment peculiar to Canton. It consists of a head-dress or cap, brace-

lets or finger-rings, nuule of filagree gold, delicately enamelled with

the blue kingfisher's feathers, and heavily studded with pearls and

gems.

Among temples, we visited first that of Pak-tai (the Dragon), a

Tnouictic deity. The dragon is one of the sacred emblems of China.

I'efore that emblem stands a shrine, and below this a living rep-

resentative of the monster in the shape of a pretty little bright-

green snake, which coils in the branches of a dwarfed tree, cultivated

in a small garden-vase. Incense is ofltcred equally on the shrine

of the carved dragon, and before the living representation in the

tree. The ofterings are such as the snake does not disdain, but

such as the tabled dragon perhaps might not thank his votaries for.

They consist of tea and eggs. When merchants contract partner-

ships, or masters and apprentices execute indentures, they bring

engrossed copies of the covenants, and burn them with incense

under the tree. In this way they bring the contents of the articles

to the notice of the god for his approval and blessing. When the

contracts have been fully performed, the parties come again to the

presence of the sacred snake, and with solemn religious ceremony

declare mutual acquittal and satisfaction, " Holy water " is con-

stantly kept in vases, from which it is carried away in phials for the

curing of diseases. When a second affliction falls on a bereaved

family, it indicates that the grave of the deceased rchitlon is an
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unlucky one. In that case tlie bones are exhumed and washed in

this water, and tlien removed to a more hospitable sepulchre. From
this temple we passed into a lon^ street in which every shop-win-

dow is filled with bars of bullion, tans, hats, shoes, and garments

of every pattern cut Irom fancy-colored paper, and put up in pack-

ages M-ith a ]>rayer imjiressed on each packet. These parcels are

sold to mourners, who burn them in incense before tho shrine, be-

lieving that in this way they convey to the departed friends the

material substances of which thu paper articles are the imitation.

Of the Buddhist temjilcs, the most celebrated is the Ilonan.

It is, with its extensive monastery, called also the Temple of the

" Ocean Banner;" but why the "Ocean Banner," we cannot con-

jecture. 8i)acious areas here are occupied by " sacred " pigs, goats,

II

K.MUAMK IV 1UE TEMl'LE of UO.NAN.
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slieop, cliickeiis, ducks, and geese. Notwithstanding the reverential

devotion whicli tlio monks show to tliese animals, the idle boys who

followed us into the temple took a wicked delight in " stirring up"

the fat, holy swine with pike-staves, and making them grunt for

our entertainment. The monks have separate cloisters, and, besides

these, one spacious and common hall, which, having undergone

sonic special form of consecration, is regarded as an auspicious

chamber for the departure of the soul in death. When a brother's

last hour is supposed to be near, he is brought to this chamber,

possibly with the unintentional effect of hastening his entrance to

anticipated bliss. Not far from this happy death-chamber is a

sanctified and auspicious charnel-house. The body deposited in

this lucky vault remains here in waiting imti! Buddha, being con-

sulted, indicates a lucky day for the ceremony of cremation. Be-

yond the charnel-house is a furnace in which the process is con-

ducted. The ashes are gathered in a vase, and are deposited with

others in a temporary mausoleum. When the fulness of time has

arrived, and an auspicious day has come, the vase is emptied into

a conniion sarcophagus, and so the funeral-rites are at last ended.

Leaving the " Ocean Banner," we visited the Temple of the

"Flowery Forest." Its pantheon contains images not only of gods

of whom the Greeks or Romans never dreamed, but of more gods

than they ever worshipped. Think of live hmulred colossal wooden

figures, of all complexions, black, white, and red, with distorted

features and limbs, and dressed in purple, crimson, and gold, sitting

in close order around the walls of a saloon, e(]ual to the largest in

the British Museum. These are the guardian genii of China.

Each is a deified apostle or saint of the religion. These figures

wee presented to the monastery by one of the emperors, and ]ier-

hiips all wore carved by one artist. If he failed to impart a natural

lunnan expression to any among them, it must be admitted in his

favor that, in their hideous distortions, no two are alike. We were

kindly received by the monks. The abbot, a man of reverend

mien, wears pm-ple, a ca]) which might be mistaken for a mitre, and

a staff in the shape of a crozier. As we came in advance of the

evening service, they entertained us in the spacious court with
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delicious tea and dried fruits. The brethren sliowed by their con-

versation a vague knowledge of foreign countries. They feared

that the disasters which have befallen France may encourage Kua-

sian aggression against China. They understand something of the

great civil war in the United States, and rejoice in its results.

While we were thus engaged, a group of ladies exquisitely dressed,

and having the least of all feet, came into the court accompanied by

many children. This party was followed by a retinue of well-

dressed servants, bearing large ornamented paper boxes, tilled with

votive offerings, paper sho»^s. fans, and hats, as before described.

They were waiting until the midnight hour, to burn these offerings

in incense for the repose and cheer of deceased ancestors. Although

the women made no mirthful demonstration, they were animated

and cheerful, seeming to regard the ceremony in which they were

engaged rather as a festal than a funereal one. They made no

advances to us, but showed much delight with the caresses wo

bestowed on their pretty children.

At the service, the monks kindly seated Mr. Seward on a wooden

bench, the only thing of the kind in the temple, in a good position

to see the ceremony. The hall of worship is sixty feet square, with

a lof-y ceiling. In its centre, a gigantic, triple- carved statue, in a

sitting posture, representing Buddha in his three " states "—the face

looking to the left, symbolic of oblivion, or the past} that looking

forward, expressive of activity, thepresent ; the third, looking to the

right, contemplation, or the future. The " Flowery Forest," then,

is a temple dedicated to a religion, older than our own, which pre-

sents, in a vague, misty way, two of the principles of the Christian

Church : one, the incarnation of the Supreme ; the other. His pres-

entation in three persons, one and indivisible. Are these analo-

gies merely accidental coincidences, or are they different outgrowths

of the same innate ideas, or are they shadowy forms of a common
revelation? The service consisted in a solemn, measured, and de-

votional intonation of a long and varied liturgy. Occasionally, a

bell tinkled, to indicate a change in the order of the prayers. At

this sound, the monks prostrated themselves, and brought their

foreheads to the ground. At other times, they changed their pos-
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tures toward the triune image, or walked in solemn procession

around it, keeping time to a muffled drum and gong. Offerings

are made of wheat, rice, and millet. These L'eing deemed now

consecra.cd, they were, at the conclusion of the ceremony, conveyed

in a tripod, and scattered over the paved court of the temple, that

they might be gathered by the fowls of the air, and so be saved

from human profanation. The temple contains a very fine dagoba

of white marble, built over a relic of a former incarnate Buddha.

Its pedestal, a lower story, is ornamented with various allegorical

tablets, on which Buddha is represented riding here on a dragon,

there on a lion, and elsewhere on other animab. Heathen deities,

as we come among them, seem to ns to bo rather impersonations

of ideal conditions of human existence, than spiritual conceptions

of a superior order of beings.

There is a temple dedicated to " Longevity." The idol, a colos-

sal figure, badly carved in wood, and painted very red and very

brown, represents an obese, contented, and lazy old man. This

temple has a monastery of extraordinary character. Instead of

cloisters of masonry, the cells are trees ; and, instead of shaven

monks, the brotherhood is a family of storks, which, daily fed by the

attendants, live out their long-appointed days, objects of reverence

and aftection. The stork which has the luck to be dedicated to

" Longevity " is a happy bird. "What a contrast is his to the case

of the gold fish, only bred and fattened, in the ponds of the temple

of the same god, to become the food of the " holy " stork

!

Whatever doubts there may be about the justice of the Chinese

claim to the invention of printing, it is pleasant to record that they

have done honor to the art of arts by dedicating to it shrines,

tablets, and vases of incense.

Our survey of the religious institutions closed with a visit to a

convent of Buddhist nuns, devoted to the care of the sick, Tl:e

superior and the sisterhood received us kindly. Although illiterate,

they are industrious, tidy, gentle, and prepossessing. They showed

us not only the meagre hospital .vards, but their own very humble

cells. After all, charity is an essential element of every religion,

and woman is its truest minister throughout the world.



CHAPTER XVI,

CANTON {Continued).

A Chinese Villa.—The Hall of Ancestors.—A Chinese School-Room.—Another Villa.

—

An Opium-Den.—Extent of Opiiim-Smokmg.—The Ciiinese Clironometer.—The

Street of Malefactors.—The Place of Execution.—A City of the Dead.—Canton

at Night

Canton, Deccmher iiOt/i.—This morning, without previous invi-

tation or notice, our reverend guide ushered us into tlie villa of a

Chinese ger.tlcman, Poon-ting-gua. It covers several acres, en-

closed with a solid granite wall. Chinese ladies with their children

received us graciously. The mansion has a spacious theatre, taste-

fully arranged, for private entertainments, many pretty boudoirs,

and a spacious banqueting-hall. After this, we visited the still

more ambitious dweUing of the mandarin Lee, now exercising the

office of Taou-tai in the province of Chin-Kiang. This residence

contains a noble Hall of Ancestors, which, although it opens on

one side to the sky, resembles very nmch the old Representative

Hall in the Capitol at Washington. The Ancestral Hall is tlie

chapel used for daily family worship of the gods, as well as of the

ancestors. The hall is purely Confucian in idea. A shrine in the

centre supports a tablet on which the names of the ancestors are

inscribed. Large crimson banners are suspended from the walls,

which contain, in embroidery, their likenesses, as well as.tho.-e of

the ffimily, with heraldic insignia or emblems. The Ancestral

Hall, moreover, is the judgment-chamber or tribunal in which

family courts are held. At these courts all births are recorded.
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inarriago-contracts celebrated, and all dispiitea are adjusted. In

antu'ipiition of his last hour, the head o^ the house is brought to the

Ancestral Hull to die, expecting an unobstructed passage thence

POUS-TINO-GfA 8 VILLA.

to the reahns above. After his death, his will is published in the

same chamber. This hall is brilliantly furnished with European

lamps, clocks, and mirrors. On the present occasion, the altar or

tablet was graced with a porcelain salver, on which rested a cold

roast-]iig, weigliing fifteen or twenty pounds. The disli was flanked

with conserves, cakee, ajid flowers, A daughter of the house, mar-

ried three dayg ago, comes in procession to-day, to pay her parting

visit to her family, and these were the oflTerings to ancestors pro-

vided for the celebration of this important domestic event. At the

conclusion of the ceremony, in such cases, the oblations are distrib-

uted among the servants of the family.
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Wc were pnrticul.arly interested in i. ?hool-rooin, wliere tlio

boys are educated; the girls are not oducuted at all. With its

arrangement of tables, desks, black-board, books, and elates, the

apartment might be mistaken for a school-room at home. All the

pupils read the lessons of every sort aloud, and all at once, and

commit *hem to memory. The pedagogue differs but little, except

in dress, from the cchool-master the world over. The master in this

present school is an ingenuous as well as a spirited man. The

instrument of his discipline laid on his desk, and he did not hesi-

tate to admit that he frequently employs it, believing probably in

Solomon's instruction, " ho that spareth liis rod, hatcth his son."

The Chinese boys have all the natural manner and modesty of well-

bred children. One bright-eyed little lad of eight years, with ^eat

reverence, asked Mr. Seward's " honorable age."

We were received by another family, in a very spacious villa

near the Ilonan. We noticed, with some surprise, hero, the ini-

pluvium, riindered so famous by the descriptions of Pompeii. Is it

likely that the Chinese have preserved a feature of villa architecture

which the Western nations have lost ? The proprietor and the ladies

of his family conducted us through their sumptuous abode, with

perfect refinement of manner, betraying not the least shyness or

curiosity.

The tea-house in Canton holds the place of the ale-house, cafe,

or restaurant, in European cities. Rich and poor jironiiscuously

gather there, and arc served without respect of persons.

In returning from the villa, we opened a narrow door and made

our way through a dark passage to a suite of small rooms, faintly

lighted from the roof. The seclusion, darkness, and silence of the

place, indicated that something furtive was going on there. On

either side of a long chamber was a dais divided into sections, in

eadi section two men reclining vis-d-vis—between them a minia-

ture table si\ inches high. We were in an opium-dcn, and these

persons were the victims, before each of the smulcers, on the

table, rested a pipe, a tiny opium-pot, and a burning lanip. Here,

.iS in the tea-house, there is no respect of rank or wealth. The

poor and the rich lie down together. Each assists the other in the
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delicate task of igniting the opium, and filling the bowl of the pipe.

Wo spoke to two or three of the smokers, who were only at tho

beginning of tho siesta, and received from them respectful and

gentlo answers. Wo tried in vain to rouse others to consciousness,

who wore in tho stage of blissful revery, although their eyes were

OPICM-BUOKEBS.

open, and they were sadly smiling. When the smoker recovers

from the inebriation, if he has sufficient strength he repairs home

;

otherwise, he is removed to another apartment, and remains there

perhaps twenty-four hours, recovering strength to depart. Was it

20
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an I'tnnpination of ours that tlio keeper of this hell wore n bnso and

siniHter look ns he stood behind his counter in a dark closet, sur-

rounded by packages of the iJornicums drug, which ho weighed out

to his customers a pennyweight of opium against a pennyweight

of silver f

The books wc have read at homo, and the discussions we have

heard here as well as there, have prepared us to see the disastrous

ett'ect of opium-smoking on every side in China. The denunciation

of the practice is justified by all-sufflcicnt proof that it is destructive

of physical and intellectual energy. Statistics show a vast increase

of the consumption of the drug, since its free importation has been

allowed. The Chinese Government has given its sanction to the

wide-spread denunciation by its persistent and earnest opposition

to the opium-trade. We are agreeably disappointed, however, by

the absence of evidence of the evil fruits of the practice which wo

had anticipated. Except in this den where we purposely went to

seek the vice and its victims, we have not met, in any part of tlie

country, a person of either sex, or of any age, whose ai)pear^nco,

conversation or conduct, indicated an excessive indidgenco iluro-

peans and Americans here agree in representing the practice as

wide-spread and pernicious, but, when interrogated concerning

their observation, they assure you that they know of a coolie, a

house-servant, a mechanic, a clerk, perhaps a trader, who has

become inefficient or xmreliable by the indulgence. But the best-

informed persons agree that cases of this kind are neither more

frequent nor more extensive than those of habitual alcoholic intem-

perance in the United States. Moreover, we are inclined to think

that the cost of the drug, when balanced against the low wages of

labor, lifts the abuse beyond the reach of the working-classes.

In the matter of the regulation of time, the Chinese do not keep

up with Western science. There is a tower here devoted to that

purpose. Each hour is annonnced in a printed placard posted on

the outer wall. The chronometer, however, which is used in the

tower, is a water-clock, the clumsy chpsydra of ancient Greece.

A branch staircase from the Time-Tower brought us to the

government printing-office, which publishes all official documents,
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iiu'liuling n copy of the Peking Gazette. None of our modem
improvoinents are iised. Tlio cftrving of tho wooden type, the

spreading of tlie Indl:i-ink over them, tho taking of the impression,

all are done by hand. .

Tho Chinese Government is based on two fictions : first, that

the emperor is the Son of Heaven ; second, that ho is the parent of

the Chinese people. In harmony with these principles, loyalty to

the state is inculcated not only as a religious but as a filial duty.

Hut all sentimental fictions are liable to abuse, equally in politics

and religion. Tho code of Draco was not more cruel than the

parental discipline of the Chinese empire. Passing by the palace

of the Taou-tai, with its ostentatious imperial banners, we turned a

sharp corner, and entered a long, narrow, cheerless street. Here,

no gay sign-boards or banners relieved the night. The shops arc

sombre, and there are few travellers. It is the malefactor road

—

the street through which the condemned convicts pass, from the

palace to the place of execution. It was almost night when we

were admitted, under a strong but low gateway, to a close area a

hundred feet long, scarcely more than twenty feet wide ; on one

side low stone-buildings ; on the other a high blind wall ; a walk

paved with large flat stones in the middle of the court. A potter

was noiselessly at work shaping vessels, some to be used for re-

ceiving the blood, others the hands and feet, and others the heads

of the victims. Sometimes only a single execution takes place, but

usually short delays are made for the convenience of bringing sev-

eral executions together. They vary in number from two to fifty,

and, in times of political disturbance or flagrant piracy, fifty and

even a hundred executions take place at once. Dr. Grey, who

has studied Chinese history carefully, is of opinion that no field of

battle ancient or modern has witnessed so much violent destruction

of human life as this Aceldama. The customary form is decapita-

tion. When the condemned come within the gate, they march up

the paved walk and take their places, kneeling inward on either

side. An imperial officer at the upper end of the court reads, in a

distinct voice, a rescript of their names, crimes, and sentences. A.

practised executioner, with a long sword which he wields with both
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hands, proceeds down the line. The culprits stretching their necks

forward, the executioner, swinging the instrument in continued

circles, completely severs a head at every blow. The heads fall

into vases filled with lime ; nevertheless the pavement is besmeared

with blood, and the effluvia rising from this horrible place toint

the atmosphere of the most distant parts of the city. We saw

crosses leaning against the wall, prepared for inflicting punishment

in that form, and many baskets, each of which contained a head

ready to be transported to the city gates, and to distant parts of the

empire.

The scene we next \% ted is one which, although sad and

solemn, is touching and beautiful. This is an extensive plain,

ornamented with gardens and lakes, fragrant with flowers, and

musical with the songs of birds. It is the temporary resting-place

of the dead whilo awaiting—a day or many days, a month or many

months, a year or many years—an auspicious time and place for

final interment. This city of the dead is divided into blocks, and

traversed by rectilinear paved streets. Instead of dwellings, the

squares are covered with charnel-houses, and these are already

numbered by thousands. They are built of stone, and kept with

perfect cleanliness and order. The charnel-houses, one story high,

are divided into two apartments— the front, a reception-hall with

tablets a.,d an altar, before which a lamp continually burns, and on

wliich offerings of tea, fruit, and flowers are daily renewed. This

room is occupied by the relations of the deceased, generally sons or

daughters, Avho console the dead not only by day, but through the

long watches of the night. A couch or divan along the wall serves

for their repose. In the inner chamber rest the unburied, or the

exhumed remains enclosed in a costly carved coffin, covered with

a magnificent purple or scarlet pall. Around the coffin are figures

or statues, either carved, or of porcelain, which, gnyly dressed and

bearings fons or cups, are ministering tc the wants of the sleeping

dead. When a stranger dies in Canton, infovniation is conveyed

to his friends, however distant. His remains rest here until prep-

arations for his interment have been made, in the part of the em-

pire where he lived. The " city of the dead," like our cemeteries,
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is under the care of an association, and :'

; expenses are defi-ayed

by charges regulated by tariff.

It was quite nine o'clock, a star-lit night, when we emerged

from this silent, mysterious place—the only one we have ever seen

in which, though it is devoted to the dead, cheerfulness and hope

prevail over gloom and despondency. We passed through a series

of graves which surround it, starting a thousand storks, which kept

watch and ward over the cemetery. These birds have a peculiar

adaptation to sacred places. They rest always on one leg, tne head

turned backward under the wing. Their utterances are made by

clapping their mandibles together like a pair of castanets. Our

coolie3 bore burning lamps. They carried us very quickly across a

rude, uninhabited plain, which, by reason of its vicinity to the city,

we expected to find a scene of disorder and peril. Our experience

L that neither assassin nor robber of any kind, by night or by day,

av aits the sojourner in Canton. We occasionally stopped to inquire

the significance of a candle burning in the grass near the roadside,

and before which lay offerings of tea, wheat, fruit, or millet. The

explanation was, that some person, passing the place, had stumbled

or met with other accident, the mischievous work of some discon-

tented spirit or demon. The light and the offerings are designed

to propitiate him.

The night aspect of Canton is one of quiet and peace. All

shops, stores, and manufactories, are closely shut ; only here and

there a paper lantern dangles from the eaves, before the house of a

mandarin or a wealthy denizen. The tread of the foot-passenger is

only occasionally heard, and there are no processions, groups, or

crowds. Light streams through the crevices of the dwellings, and

often the clink of the anvil and the sound of the hannncr indicate

that the inhabitants have only withdrawn from the operations of

sale in which they were engaged during the day, to manufacture

new articles to sell to-morrow. Rarely, very rarely, one may hear

the mellow tones of a flute, but never in any part of the city docs

there arise the sound of debauch or revelry. A gentle rnp by our

conductor l>rouglit to the postern the keejier of each of the nnnier-

ous gates through which we had to jiass. A kind word assured us
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that lio wns prepared for (»iir coining, luul wiis interested for our

wifety. Moving on so <]nietly in our clmlrH, wo luul fallen into

tlio dreamy stale of conteinplatioii ascribed to Buddha, when the

last of the eity-j?ates, the f,'ato of " Everlastinji; Peace," lifted its

head and allowed us to pass under the door of liosi);tablo " Kee-

Cluing."

CUl^EtUi lOUUS.



.'stetl lor our

(.1 fallen into

ha, when the

littod itsce,

itabU Lce-

m:*





,1

m
Ft

z

I

z

CHAPTER XYII.

AT HONG-KONG AGAIN.

Chineso Emigration to the United States.—The Canton Fisheries.—American Houses la

China.—A Combination of Gamblers.—A Dinner at the United States Consulate.

—

Ml'. Seward's Speech.—Oriental and Eastern Civilization.—Policy of China.—Pros-

pects of China.

IIong-Kong, January 1, 1871.—The Kiii-San, on lier return-

voyage, besides ourselves, had three cabin-passengers, all merchants

of Macao. She had four hundred in the steerage : one hundred

and fifty of them Chinese traders between Canton and IIong-Kong;

tlie others, voluntary Chinese emigrants going to ship at IIong-

Kong for San Francisco. The Chinese emigration to the United

States goes exclusively from the province of Quan-Tong (Canton)

through the port of Canton. The Chinese emigration to other

American countries, the West Indies, and South America, goes

from the same province, but through the Portuguese port of Macao.

The laws of the United States, which require consular examination

and a certificate in each case that the emigration is voluntarv,

and made on sufficient guarantee, have proved entirely eft'cctive in

]M'eventing abduction, fraud, and violence. The emigrant to the

United States is contented and cheerful. It is not so, however,

with the emigrant who embarks at ^Lacao. The system of abduc-

tion prevailing there is an abomination scarcely less execrable than

the African .alave-trade. The emigrants are promiscuously taken

by fraud and force ; ignorant of their destination, and without secu-
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rity for their labor or their freedom, they arc hurried on board sail-

ing-craft. These vessels are built in the United States, and they

appear at Macao under the United States flag, promising to convey

the emigrants to our country. So soon as they have cleared the

port, they hoist the colors of Peru, San Salvador, or some other

Spanish-American state. It is when this fraud is discovered that

scenes of mutiny and murder occur, of which we have such frequent

and frightful accounts. It shall not be our fault if, in the cause of

humanity, the United States Government is not informed of this

great outrage against our national honor.

Chinese versatility has a fine illustration in the Canton fisheries.

On either side of our steamer, as we came down the river, was a

tub or cistern holding five hundred gallons of water. The water

contained great quantities of living fish produced in ponds in

the vicinity of Canton. Arriving at the wharf here, a sluice was

opened at the bottom of each cistern, and the fish, rushing out with

the rapid current, dropped into smaller tubs, and were conveyed

either to market, or to ships going to sea.

January 2d.
—"We are pleased with the reassurance we receive

here from home, that a semi-monthly line of steamers is to bo

established by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. This line

is a development of enterprise which, though noiseless, is extend-

ing the American name and influence in the East.

The American houses in China are as follows

:

Russell «fc Company, with establishments at Shanghai, Hong-Kong, Canton,

Foo-Ciioo, Kiu-Kiang, Han-Kow, and Tien-Tsin.

Augudtine Ilearii & Company, at Shanghai, IIong-Kong, Canton, and Foo-Choo.

Oliphant & Company, at Shanghai, lIong-Kong, Canton, and Foo-Choo.

Bull, Pardon & Company, at Shanghai, IIong-Kong, Canton, and Foo-Choo.

Smith, Archer, & Company, at Shanghai, IIong-Kong, and Canton.

Silas E. Burrows & Company, at IIong-Kong.

E. J. Sago & Company, at IIong-Kong.

H. Fogg & Company, at Shangliai.

A. C. Farnliam & Company, at Shanghai.

To all these houses our grateful acknowlegments—to Eussell
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-Kong, Canton,

[—to Eussell

& Company, the most full, lecause they have claimed us as their

gaests, in their several agencies throughout the empire.

Hong-Kong has a social grievance unknown in the United

States, except in the new States and Territories—a villanous combi-

nation of gamblers, like the pests of the same kind whose atrocities

stain the history of Vicksburg and San Francisco. The judicial

officers confess themselves powerless to suppress these criminals.

To-day the United States consul, Mr. Bailey, entertained Mr.

Seward, with the large party gathered to meet him, at the consulate.

To Mr. Bailey's speech of welcome, Mr. Seward replied as follows

:

"The questions which engaged the American people, in the

period to which you have so kindly referred, were, the elimination

of slavery from the United States, and the saving of the republic

from dissolution. Both these questions were at last decided for the

right, in a fearful civil war. I think there is not now living, on

this round earth, a man who, even though he was then a sympa-

thizer with the rebellion, now regrets that beneiicent adjustment.

"Our distinguished statesman, Daniel Webster, foresaw only

the struggle. His utmost confidence in the happy end was in the

expression of his earnest hope chat his dying eyes might not close

on a dismembered, a disunited, a belligerent republic. On us, how-

ever, who have survived both him and the convulsion, there opens

a bright and glorious prospect—it is the spread of republican insti-

tutions over the whole American Continent, involving by absolute

necessity a regeneration of civilization in the East. The United

States have assumed the lead in this great work, happily Avith the

free consent and approbation of all the European nations.

" The first Emperor of the French, copying from Julius Caesar,

introduced, in our time, the military empire, as an agency for con-

quest. The second emperor dedicated it to peace and progress.

Fovtunately for mankind, the innovation has failed for both pur-

poses. The world is coming to realize, on the contrary, that ' the

repiihllc,'* that is to say, not the republic of former ages, but the

modern republic of our own experience, is always favorable to pros-

perity and progress, and is everywhere * on earth peace, good-will

toward men.'
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" I have 'ceen long engaged studying the great problem of mod-

ern civilization. In doing so, I have travelled largely on the North

American Continent, and, with the same object, I am now observing

Asiatic countries. In this connection, I may make two or three

observations, without disloyalty to my own country, or to China,

and without ofFence to any foreign nation represented here. I do

not undervalue missionary labors in the East, but the Christian

religion, for its acceptance, involves some intellectual and social ad-

vancement which can only be effected through international com-

merce. I look, thei'efore, chiefly to commerce for the regeneration

of China—that commerce to come across the American Continent

and the Pacific Ocean. I lament to find, in every part of China

that I visit, despondency concerning that commerce, which, I am
sure, is not entertained in the United States, or in any other of the

"Western nations. I think that despondency without foundation.

On the other hand, a foreign commerce, which penetrates the

northern, the central, and the southern regions of China, is firmly

established and secured. Not one of the footholds which have been

gained can ever be lost. The continuance and increase of that

commerce are guaranteed by the material, moral, social, and politi-

cal necessities of both continents.

" Say what men may, human progress is compelled by the laws

of Providence. Obstacles, indeed, must occur, and will multiply

resistance here, and discnsbions and jealousies in the West ; but

there is a subtle moral iiiion which pervades mankind, before

which, sooner or later, all such obstacles disappear. There is no

assignable measm-e to the future expansions of this intercontinental

and regenerating commerce. Although its movements seem to us

very slow, yet there are abundant evidences that it is neither dying

out nor retrograding. The daily increasing emigration from south-

ern China to America, and to the Malay Peninsula, and the Oriental

Archipelago, is a guarantee of its continiuuice. That emigration

works beneficially in three ways : the navigation employed in it

sustains commerce; it relieves an overcrowded population of sur-

l)lus labor; returning emigrants bring back not only wealth, but

arts, knowledge, and morals, to renovate their native country. Let

I
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it be our task, therefore, to stimulate this emigration. It is essen-

tial to the growth of international commerce, that the Western

states practise equal justice toward China. True commerce involves

reciprocity, not exclusive gain on either side, and it floiu'ishes

just in proportion to the good faith and equality with which it is

conducted.

"Six or seven years ago, the Western nations, relinquishing

individual designs of aggrandizement or advantage in China, were

represented by enlightened men, among whom were the late Mr.

Burlingame, Sir Frederick Bruce, and M. Berth^my. They agreed

in recommending to their several states the policy of bringing China

into equal political relations with all the Western states. The
* Burlingame ' treaty was the fruit of these counsels. They have

only to be pursued in good faith, to work the best results. No one

now doubts of the renovation of Japan ; but China, with its four

hundred millions, exhibits more signs of progress to-day than Japan,

with its thirty or forty millions, did twenty years ago. I am often

asked :
' But what of this ancient Chinese Imperial Government, its

extortions, its timidity, its effeteness, and of this national prejudice,

the fruit of thousands of years of isolation ?
' I answer :

' I do not

know—no one knows. I only know that imbecility and eifeteness

always give way before vigor and energy, and that dotage and

prejudice must give way to truth, justice, and reason. I know not

what political changes may occur here, but, on the other hand, I

know it is an error to suppose that revolutions, with whatever de-

sign they are inaugurated, retard human pi'ogress.' I used all the

influence I had to prevent the late revolution in Japan, because I

thought it was a retrograde movement ; I little dreamed that the

restored Mikado would excel the dethroned Tycoon in emulating

Western civilization.

"But I must not enlarge. Gentlemen, you have dedicated

yoiir fortunes and your lives to the regeneration of China. I

pray God that you may individually enjoy the rich rewards of

that devotion

!

" This day, with its phasing incidents, will be forever fresh in

my memory."



268 JAPAN, CHINA, AND COCHIN CHINA.

January \th,—The Chinese, though not of the Caucasian

race, have all its political, moral, and social capabilities. Long

ago, they reached a higher plane of civilization than most of

the European states attained until a much later period. The

\yestern nations have since risen above that plane. The whole

world is anxiously inquiring whether China is to retrieve the ad-

vantages she has lost, and if she is to come within the family of

modern civilized states. Mr. Burlingame's sanguine temperament

and charitable disposition led him to form too favorable an opinion

of the present condition of China. In his anxiety to secure a more

liberal policy on the part of the Western nations toward the ancient

empire, he gave us to understand, especially in his speeches, that,

while China has much to learn from the Western nations, she is not

without some peculiar institutions which they may advantageously

adopt. This is not quite true. Although China is far from being

a barbarous state, yet every system and institution there is inferior

to its corresponding one in the West. Whether it bo the abstract

sciences, such as philosophy and psychology, or whether it be the

practical forms of natural science, astronomy, geology, geography,

natural history, and chemistry, or the concrete ideas of govern-

ment and lawu, morals and manners ; whether it be in the esthetic

arts or mechanics, every thing in China is effete. Chinese educa-

tion rejects science ; Chinese industry proscribes invention ; Chi-

nese morals appeal not to conscience, but to convenience; Chinese

architecture and navigation eschew all improvements; Chinese

government maintains itself by extortion and terror ; Chinese reli-

gion is materialistic—not even mystic, much less spiritual. If we

ask how this inferiority has come about, among a people who have

achieved so much in the past, and have capacities for greater achieve-

ment in the future, we must conclude that, owing to some error in

their ancient i^ocial system, the foculty of invention has been ar-

rested in its exercise and impaired.

China first became known to the Wet tern world by the discov-

eries of Marco Polo in the thirteenth century. At that period and

until after the explorations of Vasco de Gama, China appears to

have been not comparatively great, prosperous, and enlightened,
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but absolutely so. An empire extending? from tnc snows of Siberia

to the tropics, and from the Pacific to the mountain sources of tli«

great rivers of Continental Asia, its population constituted one-

fourth of the human race. Diversilied climate and soil aftbrded all

the resources of public and private wealth. Science and art devel-

oped those resources. Thus, when European nations came upon

the shores of China, in the sixteenth century, they found the

empire independent and self-sustaining. The Mantchoos on the

north had invaded the empire and substituted a Tartar dynasty

at Peking for a native dynasty ht Nanking, but the conquerors

and the conquered were still Chinese, and the change was a revolu-

tion and not a subjugation. China having thus attained all the

objects of national life, came to indulge a sentiment of supercilious

pride, under the influence of which she isolated herself from all

other nations. Her government from its earliest period was in the

hands of a scholastic and pedantic class, a class which elsewhere

has been found incapable of practical rule. Since the isolation

took place, that class has effectively exercised all the powers of the

state, in repressing inquiry and stifling invention, through fear

that change in any direction would result in their own overthrow.

The long isolation of the empire, and the extirpation of nat* ve in-

vention, have ended in reversing the position of China. From

being self-sustaining and independent, as she was when found by

the European states, she has become imbecile, dependent, and help-

less. Without military science and art, she is at the mercy of

AVcstcrn nations. Without the science of political economy, the

Government is incapable of maintaining an adequate system of

revenue; and, without the science of Western laws and morals, it

is equally incapable of maintaining an impartial and effective ad-

ministration of justice. Having refused to adopt Western arts and

sciences, the Government is incapable of establishing and maintain-

ing a beneficial domestic administration. Insurrections and revo-

lutions are therefore unavoidable, nor can the Government repress

t) em without the aid of the Western powers. She pays the Euro-

pean nations for making the clothing for her people, and the arms

V ith which they must defend themselves. She imports not only
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tljo procious motalfl, Imt coal iiiul iron, instead of allowin;i^ iior own

mines to bo opened. Slio forbids tlie oniployniont of Hteani and

animal power in mechanics, and bo largely excludes her fabrics

from foreign mv kets.

Thoujijh Cliina would now willingly leave all the world alone,

other nations cannot aflbrd to leave her alone. Great Britain must

send her cotton fabrics and iron manufactures. The United States

must send her steam-engines and agricultural implements, and

bring away her coolies. Italy, Franco, and Belgium, must have

her silks, and all the world must' luivo her teas, and send her their

religions. All these operations cannot go on without steam-en-

gines, stationary as well as marine, Iloe's printing-press, and the

elect.'ic telegraph.

Now for the question of the prospects of China. Before attempt-

ing to answer this, it will be best to define intelligently the pres-

ent political condition of China. Certainly it is no longer an abso-

lutely sovereign and independent empire, nor has it yet become a

protectorate of any other empire. It is, in short, a etate under the

constant and active surveillance of the Western maritime nations.

This surveillance is exercised by their diplomatic representatives,

and by their naval forces backed by the menace of military in-

tervention. In determining whether this precarious condition of

China is likely to continue, and whether its endurance is desirable,

it would be well to consider what are the poFsible alternatives.

There are only three : First, absolute subjugation by some foreign

state ; second, the establishment of a protectorate by some foreign

state ; third, a complete popular revolution, overthrowing not only

the present dynasty, but the present form of government, and

establishing one which shall be in harmony with the interests of

China and the spirit of the age. The Chinese people, inflated with

national pride, and contempt for Western sciences, arts, religions,

morals, and manners, are not prepared to accept the latter alterna-

tive. The rivalry of the Western nations, with the fluctuations of

the balance of their political powers, render it dangerous for any

foreign state to assume a protectorate. The second alternative is,

therefore, out of the question. AVe have already expressed tho
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opinion that mankind liavo outlived tlio theory of universal empire,

and certainly the absolute subjugation of China by any Western

state would bo a nearer aj)proach to universal empire than Cireelc,

or Koman, or Corsican, or Cossack, ever dreamed of. The exerciso

of sovereignty in China by a national dynasty, under the surveil-

lance and protection of the maritime powers, is the condition most

favorable to the country and most desirable. The maintenance of it

seems practicable so far as it depends upon the consent of the mari-

time survoillant powers. But how long the four hundred millions

of people within the empire will submit to its continuance is a

([uestion which baffles all penetration. The present Government

favors and does all it can to maintain it. Prince Kung and Wan-

Siang are progi'essive and renovating statesmen, but a year or two

hence a new emperor will come to the throne. The litemti, no less

bigoted now than heretofore, have an unshaken prestige among

the people, and, for aught any one can judge, the lirst decree of the

new emperor may bo the appointment of a reactionary ministry,

with the decapitation of the present advisers of the throne. Let it,

then, bo the policy of the Western nations to encourage and sustain

the sagacious reformers of China, and in dealing with that extraor-

dinary people to practise in all things justice, moderation, kind-

ness, and sympathy. Of course, it is not to bo expected or desired

that the foreign surveillance which is now practised will retain its

present obnoxious and oppressive character. The habit of interven-

tion, and the habit of acquiescence in it once fixed, surveillance

will assume the forms of protective tutorship. The interests of

both parties will require that this tutorship be exercised with leni-

ency
;
gradual amelioration of the political and social condition of

China will produce mutual sympathy and respect between the pro-

tectors and the protected, the instructors and the pupil. Some-

thing of this kind has already happened in the relations between

the Western states and the Ottoman powers.

It has been no easy task to set down these hurried reflections

in the midst of festivities, only brought to an end by the porting

with so many kind friends

board the Provence.
21

The signal is hoisted, and we go on
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CHAPTER XVIII.

A GLANCE AT COCHIN CHINA.

The Steamer Provence.—Island of Hainan.—Our Fellow-Passengers.—The Mouth of the

Saigon River.—The City of Suigoii.—French Aptitude for Colonization.—French

Photographs.—The Queen of Cambodia.

Steamer Provence, South China Sea, Jaimarxj <Sth.
—

"Wearied

with our long wanderings over China, which, though interesting,

were attended with nmch fatigue, and with the hospitaMties which,

however delightful, were nevertheless exhausting, we resumed our

onward voyage with a feeling of relief.

We are now running down the coast of the large and prosper-

ous island of Hainan, which is separated from the main-land of

China by the Gulf of Tonquin. They speak of aborigines on the

island, but, from what we Icam of its subdivision into Chinese

provinces, and its confessedly great trade, we are inclined to

believe that its civilization does not differ materially from that of

the province of Quan-Tong.

Oui steamer, recently L'Impuratrice, of the " Mcssageries Iin-

periales," is now La Provence, of the " Messageries Xationales,"

changes of name wh'cli illustrate the ])olitical versatility of the

French people. The tout ememhle of ])iisscnger8 and crew is

scarcely less indicative of social movements in the E.ist.

There are el .»en young men, sons of Japanese daimios, travel-

ling under the care of a Prussian, who has been their tutor for tive

years. They are now going to finish their studies ; some iji Eng-

land, some in France, some \\\ Germany—the larger number in the
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United States. It was only when they embarked that they changed

theii' native flowing silken dresses, two swords, and wooden shoes,

for the AVestern costume. Tlie tawny lads seem to enjoy the

change prodigiously, for they make during the day as many changes

of toilet as a Saratoga belie.

There is, next, an intelligent American merchant of Shanghai,

on his way to London, as agent of the Chinese Government, to pur-

chase two " American " merchant-steamers, to be built in England,

and steam-engines for two "American" ships-of-war, which are

now on the stocks at Shanghai. Also a Spanish tobacco-merchant

with his family, going from Manila to visit his early home in Cata-

•lonia.

Two young Americans, just out of Harvard, are making the

tour around the world. They are now going to Bangkok, a jour-

ney which we had purposed making, but were obliged to forego.

On reaching Saigon, they intend crossing the mountains of Cam-

bodia to Siam by elephant-train.

Jamiary 7ih.—Wlien you are travelling in a foreign country by

road or river, how provoking it is to pass a capital, historic battle-

field, ancient university, cathedral, or ruined castle, on the right

and on the left, without stopping to examine them ! It is just so

in going around the world. We are now passing the empire of

Anam, and entering the Saigon River, only eight degrees north of

the equator. Fahrenheit 83°. The river-water is clear and pure.

A white light-house, built by the French, rises above the forest on

the high northern promontory ; the southern bank is a plain cov-

ered with cocoa-nut groves. The luxuriant beauty of the scene is

bewildering. While we write, the ocean is left behind us, and the

broad, dark river shrinks within the width of forty rods. The

banks are covered with impenetrable jungle of mangoes, bananas,

bamboos, and a thousand creepers twisting their shrubbery into all

manner of entanglement, and covering it with flowers. We are

told that the wild-boar takes refuge here from the tiger on the

uplands, and we see parrots rearing their chattering broods, while

the monkeys hold perpetual revel.
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The river below Saigon has a serpentine course, and is navi-

gated chiefly by small native vessels, moving gracefully under light

bamboo sails. The banks rise to greater height as we ascend the

river, and various kinds of palm grace the diflferent elevations, until

all give place to the eagle-wood and the cinnamon on the blue

mountains which overlook the lovely valley.

8aig(m, January %th.—^We closed our eyes last night wishing

that we might remain forever afloat on the dark water of the Saigon.

Long before morning, however, swarms of mosquitoes and gnats

made us impatient for the shore, where we felt sure that flowers,

bu-ds, and butterflies, were awaiting us. The Blue-book bears no^

name of United States consul at Saigon. From the deck, never-

theless, we espied the United States flag, and learned, on inquiry,

that the German who raised it there had left it to the care of

some friendly native keeper. We inquired no further, and in this

lonely place, the only one thus far in our voyage, no one inquired

for us.

The commandant of La Provence put us ashore in his gig. We
bargained for the first two carriages we found there, at the rate of

one dollar an hour for each, and in these vehicles, called " garries,"

each drawn by a rough Chinese pony, and having seats for four

passengers (a very close fit), a guide, and a servant, we set out on

our travels in Cochin China.

Saigon is a native city of from sixty thousand to a hundred

thousand inhabitants. The European settlement adjoining it differs

from those we have seen in Japan and China, only in being French.

This is a matter of no special moment, because all foreigners assim-

ilate in the East. The population is perhaps two hundred and fifty,

exclusive of the garrison. There is a public garden filled with

plants, but it wears an air of neglect, in consequence, we think, not

of declining trade, but of political insecurity growing out of the war

in Europe. All Eastern potentates and nobles maintain menage-

ries. The garden at Saigon proclaims itself an appendage to the

French republic, by a meagre collection of leopards, tigers, bears,

monkeys, birds, and reptiles. The French Government is building
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a large palace for the residence of the admiral commanding the

forces in Eastern waters.

Tlie native city consists of two towns, standing on two rivers,

distant two miles from each other, and connected by a firm road.

KATiyB OF BAIOOK,

The population is by no means homogeneous. The merchants and

traders are not Cochin Chinese, but chiefly Chinese, and all clusses

speak, to some extent, the French language. A happy accord

seems to exist between them and the French. All show che pleas-

ing impress of French manners. Wo alighted from our vehicles

whenever we found any thing noticeable, and invariably were

waited upon by polite and assiduous attendants. We entered and

inspected a Buddhist temple. The bonzes, with great courtesy,

showed us every thing it contained. Whenever we stopped, ten,

fruit, and sherbet, were offered us. The smallest payment was

thankfully received, and, when wo declined, the refreshments were

urged upon us without cost. In si.ort, Saigon is the only place we
have found thus far, in the wide world, where everybody seemed
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pleased with lis, with themselves, and we had reason to be pleased

with everybody.

The French have a peculiar facility in effecting colonial assim-

ilation to their national ways and manners. One experiences the

same gentle and kind welcome on the banks of the lower St. Law-

rence that he finds here on the banks of the Saigon. It is almost

enough to make xis wish that the French nation might be more suc-

cessful in extending their foreign dominion. The whole field of

French empire in Cochin China, which figures so largely in the

ambitious manifestoes of the Government in Paris, is hardly more

than forty miles square. But France, by means of that possession,

has acquired a protectorate over the province of Cambodia, which

is adjacent, and nominally belongs to the empire of Anam. The

sovereign of that empire concedes to France this protectorate over

Cambodia, in consideration of the French guarantee of the integrity

of his empire. This great potentate, like the ostentatious fiddler,

has two strings to his bow ; for, while he thus enjoys this alliance

with France, he at the same time, as titular vassal, claims protec-

tion from the Emperor of China. It would be long to tell how,

after European discoveries in the East Indies, France energeti-

cally attempted to secure positions advantageous for trade and con-

quest in Madagascar, Ceylon, and Bengal ; how unsuccessful and

vain those attempts were, until the great Colbert found in the

ambitious Louis XIV. a monarch wise enough to accept the

project of a French East India Company; how successfully that

CO. .pany established factories at Mauritius, at Surat, and Pondi-

chery, and other places in India. It vi^ould be sad to tell how, in

the great war in which France lost nearly all her American posses-

sions, she also lost nearly all her acquisitions in the East; how

the French Jesuit missionaries in Cochin China cunningly secured

from the native emperor the concession of Saigon to Louis XVI.

;

how the French nation exulted in a gain of this position in the

rear of Ilindostan, from which they might hope to assail and over-

throw British dominion on the Asiatic Continent ; how this ambi-

tion of France died, with all ambition of colonial aggrandizement,

in the great Revolution of ninetij-three ; how that ambition, in
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regard to the East, revived in 1861, in the period of the Second

Empire, and Admiral Charner enforced the concession which had

60 long before been made to Louis XVI.

Saigon is by no means valueless as a seat of commerce. The

earth has no more fertile fields than those of Cochin China. Among
its products are luxuries the most desired by civilized nations.

While rice is an abundant staple, Saigon exports the gum of lac-

quer, cinnamon, and many useful and precious woods. It is not,

artisam's dodbk at 8AiaON.

however, chiefly for local trade that France values Saigon. It is a

convenient station for commercial and postal steam-linos, by which

she has expected to maintain her prestige as a maritime power of

the first rank. Her experience has demonstrated the truth of two

political axioms: First, that the possession of extensive foreign col-

onies adds immeasurably to the credit and prestige of a nation

;

secondly, that a nation which cannot maintain peace at home, can-

not permanently hold foreign possessions.

As our habit is, we take away from Saigon many photographic
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illustrations of mannors, dress, and scenery. They are French,

and admirably executed. Wo arc puzzled, however, in our efforts

to determine the truthfulness of one of them, notwithstanding its

official verification. It represents the Queen of Cambodia, protegee

of the French Empire, with naked feet and ankles, encircled by

costly gold bangles and jewels, while her head is covered with a

Parisian bonnet of the year 1862, presented to her, with other

articles of European foshion, by the French emperor.

/.// r f J '
.

QITEKN OF CAMBODIA.



PART III.

THE EASTERN ARCHIPELAGO, STRAITS OF
MALACCA, AND CEYLON
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CHAPTER I.

rilE CIIIXA SEA, SIXGAPORE, AND THE STBAITS OF SUNDA.

Our Distance from Homo.—Calm Seas and Temperate Breejps.—Singapore.—A Dispatch

from Boston.—The People of Singapore.—Their Habitations.—Life in the Tropics.

—A Dutch Steamer.—Our Crew.—A Question of Races.—Rather llot.—Banca and

Sumatra.—The Straits of Sunda.

China Sea, Jamiary Sith.—In the five montlis since we Lit

home, we reckon in distances made, eighteen thousand miles, an

average of one hundred and twenty miles a day, although it seems

as if we had been at rest half the time. While we are passing on

our right the extreme promontory of Cochin China, we are leaving

on our left, at a distance of one hundred miles, the Philippine Isl-

ands, the relic of Spanish empire in the East Indies. We continue

enjoying calm seas and temperate breezes.

Singapore, January Wth.—Anchored at midnight, and what a

night! Stilling cabins and myriads of mostprtoes. Is this our

penance for invading the equator ?

At sunrise, the United States consul, Mr. Jewell, came on

hoard, with Mr. Young, of the house of Busteed & Company.

They drove us, in a well-hun^ English carriage, behind two fine

Australian bays, first to the consulate, where a breakfast awaited

us, then to Mr. Young's pretty villa, on the hill, whore he is kindly

taking care of us. Three months having elapsed since we heard

from home, our first inquiry was, whether the telegraph-cable
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has been laid from Point do Gnlles to this ])lacc. " Yes," said Mr.

Yoiuif^, " I received to-day a dispati-h wliieli eaino from Boston in

twenty-four liours." It is reas? 'fing to como again into instan-

taneous communication with home and "the rest of mankind."

The new wire brings European intelligence of six weeks' later date

than wo read at Hong-Kong. This intelligence, however, which

wo so eagerly sought, was contained in a meagre statement.

" Nothing iinj)ortant happened since republic i)roclaimed at Paris.

Much speculation. Probably Orleans family. Papers promise ex-

pulsion German armies. Perhaps anarchy."

We enter British India from the east at Singapore. It is the

chief commercial town of the colony, acquired by ])urcha8e and or-

ganized by the British Government in 1824, as the Eastern Straits

Settlement ; the name derived from the straits of Malacca. This

jurisdiction extent's north by west to the island of Penang, off the

Malay Peninsula. Penang is officially regarded as the capital,

although the business of the government is carried on here. Sin-

gapore is a free port. It has an aggregate population of one hun-

dred and fifty thousand, which is rapidly increasing. There are

five hundred Europeans. British subjects, together with less than

a dozen citizens of the United States, monopolize Western naviga-

tion and commerce. More than half of the population arc Chinese,

chiefly merchants and bankers engaged in the domestic trade, and

that which is carried on with adjacent Asiatic countries—China,

Siam, Burmah, Java, and the Eastern Archipelago—others are me-

chanics and gardeners. It would bo an cftectual antidote to the

California croaking against the pagan Chinese, to see the protection

and encouragement which the British authorities extend to the

Chinese immigration here. The Jew has not failed to make good

his position. lie is, as everywhere else, a broker in small and sec-

ond-hand wares. The residue of the population are chiefly native,

perhaps aboriginal Malays, with an accession of indolent and thrift-

less immigrants from Hindostan. Tlie seamen are of many Orier-

tal races, natives of Goa, Javanese, Hindoos, Malays, Burmese, Siam-

ese, Cingalese, Abyssinians, and negroes. With this conglomerate

population, it is not singular that Singapore is a harbor for vagrants
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nnd waifrt from all parts of tho East. It is almost uinicccssary to

say that Sint^aporc Is a central station of commerce between Eu-

rope and the far East, Burmah, China, Japan, tho Archipelago, and

Australia. India oi)ium, camidior, and lacquer, Java cotfee, China

silks and teas, Manila tobacco, 8[)ioe.s of Suinatra and I'orneo, the

tin of Uanda, etc., are exchanged for British and French manufac-

tures. Ladies will bo interested in knowing that Singapore is tho

mart for articles of jewelry and vertu of all sorts, such as civilized

people no less than barbarians delight in. Parisian and London

imitations of Oriental articles of those sorts are sold by the natives

hero to curiosity deeking Europeans, who would reject thom at

homo. But there is also an abundiuico ot native productions, ex-

quisitely beautiful; sea-shell, coral, precious stones, tigers' claws

mounted with gold, tigers' skins, and birds-of-paradise, tempt us

on every side, while the most dolicute Chinese porcelain, and carv-

ings in sandal-wood and eagle-wood for incense, are staples of a

large trade.

The European dwellings do not differ from those in the Chinese

concessions, while those of the Asiatic immigrants, by greater spa-

ciousness, cleanliness, and comfort, manifest an advance toward

Western ideas. This improvement, however, is slow among the

Malays. When this race became known to the Europeans, they

were found living in buildings raised on stakes four or five feet

above the ground, for the desirable purpose of drainage and secu-

rity against reptiles and wild beasts. The Malays at Singapore

retain the architectural habits of their ancestors.

Here, as at Saigon, the foreigners maintain a public garden, but

this one exhibits tho indescribable luxuriance of tropical vegetation,

Tinder the painstaking hand of the Chinese cultivator, directed by

European skill.

The jumble of diverse races has produced a strange medley of

religions hero. There are several Chinese temples, which foreign-

ers contemptuously call, here as in China, "joss-houses;" one

Bramin temple, with its sacred cows and goats; half a dozen

severe-looking Mohammedan mosques ; a Koman Catholic church ;

and a cathedral of the Church of England. The British Goveru-

*i^f
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ment tolerates all these religions, f om the same political motive

with which the emperors tolerated the various modes of worsh'p

which prevailed in the llonian world. Although these various re-

ligions in India are ncv considered by the people as ecpially true, or

by the philosopiierfc as equally false, th- magistrate regards them as

equally useful. This toleration produces mutual indulgence, with-

out religious discord.

A secretary waited upou Mr. Seward with an invitation from

the governor, who is now at Penang.

Mr. Young, with a very hurried invitation, gathered around us

a large and distinguished company of the official people, merchants

and bankers of Singapore, with whom we have passed the evening

pleasantly.

January i2th.—It has been a new experience to sleep in cham-

bers, with doors and windows opening on a broad veranda, with-

out the protection of panels or glass. It was an experience equally

novel, when, stepping on the veranda, at six o'clock, we found

tables spread with tea, delicate tropical fruits, and ices, while the

entire family, including ladies and beautiful children, joined us

there, having already returned from their customary exhilarating

walks and rides. So it seems that life in the tropics is not with-

out pleatant and invigorating excitements and exercise.

Stoomschepen Koningbi dcr Nederlanden^ January 12th, Even-

ing.—Having again change^i our nationality, we are afloat, this

time, under the tricolor Hag of the Netherlands, carefully regis-

tered, and bound for the it^land of Java. Our s'de-wheel steamer

is ratod at only four hundred and fifty tons, and we think is over-

rated at that. She is the first steamer which was built on tliat

island, ai)d is thirty-four years old. Though not improved by age,

it must be adiiiittcd that she has held her own against time and

typhoon. Though the smallest craft we have yet sailed in, she

flourishes a long if not a great name. Heaven save all ]iersons but

penal convicts from being cramped into such contracted bcrtlis, with

the mercury standing at 1)0° I We indulge this objurgation by

\ /
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citation from

virtue of the traveller's license to find fault. Although the cabins

are small, they are " as neat as a Birmingham pin ; " and, while the

hatchways are open, the ventilation is perfect. A table stands in

the centre of the upper deck, protected by a permanent hurricane

awning, and remains covered throughout the whole day with equa-

torial luxuries. But the peculiar institution of the Dutch Steam

Navigation Company is, another table standing across the beam,

midships, on which decanters are always kept full of "Kaneel

Liker," maraschino, absinthe, curagoa, Schiedam schnapps, brandy,

rum, and we know not what other "appetizers," to which the

Dutch passengers resort continually, without a suspicion of singu-

larity, and without expense. The platform of the deck is covered

with flowers enough to constitute a conservatory, and with baskets

of various and exquisite fruits, thoughtfully brought on board, and

arranged for us, by our consul. When we came on board this

morning, with many friends, they congratulated us on having " a

good cloudy day." It was the first time we ever knew " cloudy

weather " at sea the subject of felicitation.

AVe are already reminded that we have entered on a new
geographical and political study—that of the Oriental Archipelago.

AVo are running down the northeastern coast of the rich island of

Sumatra, which is of itself almost large enough to be a continent,

and which the equator divides, as it divides the whole world, into

equal parts. Only one-fourth of it, with a population of a million,

has been subjected to Western rule, and this is a Dutch colony.

The other three-fourths, with three millions of people, are states

ruled by native i)riuces, some of whom are independent, others

under Dutch protection. Sumatra has a commercial importance

only inferior in the Archipelago to that of Java.

SnuiU islands duster together so closely on our left hand as to

give us for a channel almost an inland sea, a continuation of the

straits of Malacca. It is in few places more than ten miles wide,

and smooth like a river. Its shores are low and wear a rich green

verdure. We noticed a profuse shower of rain, at a distance of two

miles, while the sky beyond it, as well as over our heads, was

Our captain, whose professional career datesbright and cloudless.

22
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from the building of the stoomschepen Koningin der Nederlanden,

assures us that, while rain is frequent in all parts of this equatorial

voyage, it is ahvays raining at the place where that particular

shower was fallin*:^.

Our crew, dra n from Singapore, is a mixture of the Asiatic sea-

men of that place of which we have spoken. Those of them who

come from "Western or Southern Asia, wear a light, graceful, and

picturesque costume, strongly contrasting with the plain and coarse

dress of the Chinese. They evidently make faithful use of the bath.

Varying in complexion from tawny to black, they have regular and

delicate features. They exhibit nothing of that stolid reserve

which causes the Chinese to be regarded as sullen and contemptu-

ous. Their different languages are based on the ancient Sanscrit.

Each has an alphabet. Perhaps it is for this reason that they ac-

quire any European language easily, and speak it with much cor-

rectness. It will be a curious study for us to inquire how much

this greater adaptability of the southern and western Asiatic races

to European intercourse is due to their earlier and more intimate

acquaintance with foreigners. We are now inclined to tliink that

a closer ethnological affinity exists between the European and the

Hindoo and Malay nations than between the Europeans and the

Mongolians ; and, again, that there is a closer affinity between the

Hindoo and the Malay nations than between the Mongolian and

the Malay. However it may have happened, there is a contrast

quite as perceptible between the rude and vigorous population of

Northern China and the gentle and docile natives of Sumatra and

Malacca, as there was at the time of the discovery of America be-

tween the fierce tribes of New England and New York and the

harmless natives of San Salvador and Hispaniola.

Off the Island of Banca, January IZth. Fahrenheit 90°.

—

Kather hot for January, according to our way of thinking. They

say that latitude affects climate, but we do not see it or feel it.

Yesterday we left Singapore on the parallel of latitude one degree

seventeen minutes north. At one o'clock tliis morning we cross

the equ ..tor, and now we are two degrees south of it. Yet, for any
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consciousnesd we have, the weather at the three points admits of

no degrees of comparison. It is hot at Singapore—it is hot under

the equator—it is just as hot here. Perhaps the maxim " Ne curat

minimis " applies to the laws of Nature as well as human laws.

"We have always read that life on a Dutch sailing-craft is easy

and lazy. The Koningin der Kederlanden does not disprove it.

"While our captain insists that he makes seven and a half knots, our

measurement on the chart shows that wo are really going only six.

Our passengers, however, are the most active people in the world.

They show their vigor in two ways—one in changing their dress

every hour to get cool, the other in taking schnapps every half-hour

to get hot again.

Crossing the line, after all, especially at night, is no gi-eat affair.

"We felt no concussion, and, as the passengers were all in their

berths, the customary nautical ceremonies were omitted.

Charts show us high mountains in the interior on either side.

Banca seems covered with forests, interrupted here and there by

cultivation. Sumatra presents a low, sedgy shore, large pieces of

which, covered with jungle, are continually breaking loose, and

float about in the forms of pretty gi-een islets on the dark sea. Of

course, every one desires to haul up to them and see what are the

plants and flowers which cover them. A Dutch skipper yielded to

this impulse a short time ago. The captain, alighting on the float-

ing mass, had just set his foot on a cactus-stump, when a huge boa-

constrictor reared his glossy head and proclaimed his proprietor-

ship of the island by violent hisses. The invader retreated, leav-

ing the " lord of the isle " to navigate his crazy craft as best he

might.

Here we are with the Malay Peninsula just behind us, the Spice

Islands, Sumatra, Banca, Borneo, Java, Celebes, Floris, Timor,

Booro, C<ram, New Guinea, and a thousand lesser ones all

around us. "We read and " hear tell '' of elephants that break

down telegraph-poles in rubbing the!:- hard hides ; of tigers, lions,

and leopards, always prowling through the jungle ; of shiny serpents

in coils like cables ; of monkeys playing their antics in palm-tree

groves ; of parrots, paroquets, peacocks, and birds-of-paradise, that



ill

i

278 THE EASTERN AKCIIIPELAGO, ETC.

Si'

excel the floml vegetation in brilliancy of colors; and yet all tliat

we can see of them is occasionally a captive beast in a menagerie, or

a stutt'ed bird in a curiosity-shoi) at Singapore—a new illuKtration

of a discovery heretofore announced, that going round the world is

not the way to see it. Nevertheless, it is something to learn in the

near vicinity the tojjogi'aphy of these islands, which are th . native

homes of the various tribes of the Malay race ; to learu soiiiething

of the character and condition of that gentle race, whoso languid

energies are now excited to activity and directed by their Dutch

coiujuerors. They possess a wailth peculiarly their own—the

metals, invaluable teakwood, and collee, with sp* "s, dyes, and

gums, aromaties, and roots used in art and meu. • \e, brilliant

feathers and glossy skins of beasts of i)rey, which taste and luxury

require in every condition. Even this little island on our left reg-

ulates, by its production, the market of tin as eft'ectually as the old

Almaden mines in Spain and the New Ahnaden mines in Califor-

nia regulate that of (piicksilver throughout the world. Moreover,

there are, in various parts of these islands, ruins of cities and tem-

ples, which seem to indicate a primeval civilization, which has

passed away without leaving either record ortraditi(m, IJy-and-by,

commercial intercourse will render research among these anti(]ui-

ties practicable, ])erhaps profitable. Meanwhile, we must be satis-

lied with an insjiection of Java, a design which wo shall be able to

execute if tlic Koningin dor Nederlanden shall live to complete

this, the ten hundred and twcntietli of her voyages.

Despite our resolution, this equatorial travel is working a

cliauge in our habits. The heat becomes insupportable at ten

o'clock, and drives us to a ,"?/V,s'Af. At sunset, a breeze springs up,

clouds gather, a brilliant disjday of electricity begins, which is con-

tinued until midnight, and brings refreshing rains. So the hot day

having become our night, the cool night becomes our day for exer-

ci:5o. writing, and conversation.

Jnniianj \7)th.—^o crossed, last night, the entrance of the

straits of Sunda, the great cliannel of trade between Europe, China,

and Japan. Can any one doubt the unity of the human family,
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when lio recalls tlife fact that the civil war which convulsed the

United States, live years ago, had its painful episodes in this dis-

tant sea? We encountered in the passage one of those monsoons

which render it difficult and dangerous. The storm caused the

Koriingin aforesaid to dance in a manner most undignified and

unbecoming this grave and "ancient mariner." The ports were

closed, the cabins grew uncdurable, and the deck became the

common sleeping-room of the passengers.

BI.NUAI-OBB.
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CHAPTER II.

THE CAPITAL OF JAVA.

The Cltv of natavia.—The Hotel Jcs Indcs.—A Njw-Ensland Sabbath.—Malay Servants.

—The King's Plain.—Population of Java.—T!ic ijiieen of tiie East.—Departure lor

Biiitenzort;,—Manner of Travelling.—The Vice-Ilegai Residence.—The Climate of

Java,—The Batlis of Buitenzorg.

Batavta, January \Qith.—At sunrise wo were tossing in the

open roadstead, four miles from the shore. Tlic monsoon was past,

tliough the sea had not subsided. The skies cleared at eight o'clock,

giving us a view of a long, level, green coast, swelling upward into

lofty blue mountains. There is much less shipping here than at

Singapore, but the diversity of flags indicates a not less various

commerce. The smallest of all steam-tugs was seen bounding over

the wavc'o and distributing passengers and freights, among steamers

which arc going out to neighboring Dutch ports throughout tlic

Archipelago, ^yhen she had done this, she rounded up to our

steamer, and received us on board. On the way, we passed a

steamship-of-war, freighted with troops, going to repress a native

rebellion in Borneo.

A pretty stream, which once stagnated in the jungle, has been

converted into a broad canal, that now alibrds navigation from the

roadstead to the heart of the city of I'atavia. The custom-house

officers took our own statement for t»ur number, ages, occupations,

luggage, and intentions. Malay drivers, the smallest men we ever

saw, with the heaviest sort of European barouches, drawn by mini-
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ature ponies, whirled on a gallop over streets smooth as a race-

course, bordered by substantial white cottage dwellings, embow-

ered in groves of ])inc, palmetto, palm, bamboo. India-rubber, and

mimosa. These cottages, which might be mistaken for villas, have

deep marble porticoes or broad verandas, set ott' with vases of tropi-

cal tlowers, and make an clfective display of small but tasteful gar-

den statuary. This colonial town, like the cities of the mother-

STBEET IN UATAVIA.

country, is traversed by well-built canals. Ilorse-cars are moving

swiftly on smooth strcbu-raihvays. This enterprise, so novel in the

East, belongs to Mr. VelU, who, though a native of the Netherlands,

has long been United States banker, trader, and vice-consul. So

closely docs the city assimilate to Holland, that it seems to us we

have gone quite through the East, and are already in Europe.

We drove to tlic Hotel des Indcs, the first tavern we have had
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occasion to seek since we left Salt Lake City, if we except the Chi-

nese inns on the way from Peking to the Great Wall. This hotel

is a building of one story, surrounding a circular court, with a

higher central edifice, which contains the propsr offices, drawing-

rooms, and saloons, a veranda surrounding the whole. Tlie outer

buildings, occupied as private apartments, are connected by corri-

dors with the centre building. In a scrupulously neat bathing-

house attached to our apartment, we enjoyed, for the first time, the

full luxury of an Oriental bath, for the bath has not yet been suc-

cessfully introduced into the European settlements in Japan and

China. This bath consists of a marble basin fifteen feet in diame-

ter, the water exactly the temperature of the air, clear, and deep

enough for swimming.

It being Sunday, wo composed ourselves early for the enjoy-

UABIUED WOMAN OF JAVA.

raent of a New-England Sabbath, a day of absolute rest. But tliis

was not to be. A host of native street-pcdlers had followed us to



MALAY SERVANTS. 283

the liotcl. They sat down and chattered on the veranda, they

crowded into our parlor, " singly, by pairs, and by the dozen," and,

in spite of repulse and remonstrance, forced upon us a display of

their cheap but ostentatious wares. For the first time, we have

maintained a resolution against the itinerant merchant, yielding

only in the cace of a blind trader. Even he left us, at last, weary

with our delay in finding the guilders required for the purchase.

But we called him back and bought a pair of green-velvet gold-

embroidered slippers. Breakfast at twelve. Its excellence, con-

trasting with that of breakfasts at home, was that nothing on the

table was hot. On what principle is it that Europeans in the East

smother the delicate flavor of rice in thirty or forty piquant con-

diments ? All the servants are Malays. They arc meek and un-

obtrusive, but not servile; willing and diligent, but not quick.

Tidy and even tasteful in dress, they make an attractive costume

with a guilder's worth of printed muslin.

The Malay is, on an average, two inches shorter than the Euro-

peans or Mongolian, with scarcely any beard, and the sexes are un-

distinguishable by their dress.

Ml'. Pells, advised, from Singapore, of our coming, came at one

o'clock and immediately removed us to his pleasant villa on the

" King's Plain," which is the Hyde Park of Batavia, a shaded lawn,

four miles long, and half a mile wide. Primitive national habits,

however, are not relinquished here. The " King's Plain" is the

common pasturage of the milch-cows of the city. An artist would

find a pretty study in this quiet scene, in which the animals, crop-

ping the rich grass, seem scarcely more at leisure than their Malay

attendants, sitting under the trees, in picturesque attitude and cos-

tume.

In going to our new residence, we stopped to hear the "King's

Band," and lingered there until sunset witnessing tlie evening

promenade of the whole European population, which, including

military and naval officers, numbers six thousand. There was a

gi'otesque display of carriages and liveries of fashions now obso-

lete in Europe. Gentlemen as well as ladies and children disdain

to cover their heads after sunset, while all " sorts and conditions of
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men " wear white glovc8, and all have the staid and gentle Dutch

manner. "Will our friends considt the tables of population ? Wo
think the island of Java is the most densely-populated country in

A JAVANESE GICL.

the world. There are fourteen millions of people within an area

of forty-five thousand scpiarc miles. The city of Batavia, with a

diameter of eight miles, contains one hundred and fifty thousand

inhabitants—more than half of these are Chinese. The residue,

with the exception of the few Europeans, is divided nearly e<pxally

between the two native Malay races, Javanese and Sunduse. All

the Malays arc Mohannnedans. The Chinese retain their native

heathenism. The Europeans, of course, are Christians, but free

from religious zeal or fervor.

Batavia challenges the title of " Queen of the East." Certainly

it presents a delightful contrast to the towns of Japan and Chinn,

while its profusion of equatorial shade-trees and fiowers makes it.

far moi'e pleasing than any place we have at home. The settleniont

of New York, by. the Dutch, and that of Java were contempoia-
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neous. Each was surrounded by aboriginal tribes—those around

New York sparse, those around Batavia popidous. The aboriginal

races around Now York have virtually disappeared, and are re-

placed by millions of European derivation ; the aboriginal races

around Batavia, on the other hand, remain in even greater force

than at the time of the conquest, while the European population ia

only twenty-seven thousand. Again, neither the Netherlands nor

any European state has kept a foothold within the vast territory

now covered by the United States; while the Dutch not only re-

tain their first dominion in Java, but have extended it over the

whole island and a large portion of the Archipelago. What a con-

trast there has been in the processes of civilization which have pro-

duced results so widely difierent in the two hemispheres !

The Governor, or, as he is called, the "Residente" of Batavia,

visited Mr. Seward to-day, and tendered us the hospitalities of the

province. The Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies resides

at Buitonzorg, thirty-six miles distant, and has invited us to be his

guests there. The intense heat to-day has not only overpowered

us, but seems to have overpowered the whole population of Batavia.

Our morning rest was protracted until evening, and then deluging

rains made us prisoners.

Buitenzorg, January 18^A.—^AVo yesterday appointed six for

our hour of departure. It was our own fault, or rather that of our

luggage, and not the fault of the post-office, that wc were delayed

until half-past seven. The admiration of Batavia, which we ex-

pressed yesterday, was somewhat modified as we came through

the city and suburbs this morning. We were, at first, unable to

decide by what name wo should call the dwellings of Europeans,

whether bungalows, cottages, or villas. We now found them, each

with its beautiful grove, so exactly like to every other, that, un-

aided, wc shall be quite unable, on our return to the city, to find

Mr. Pell's residence, or the street on which it stands. To tell

the truth, moreover, the right line in geometry is not the line of

beauty, nor is the parallelogram, although a very convenient figure

for many uses, especially adapted to landscape-gardening. Nor
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was it altogether gratifying to find the " King's Plain " sotiking

and miry, much more suitable for a dairy-meadow than a park.

These strit'tures, however, we now think hypercritical ; we must

still pronounce Matavia the most attractive city we have ever seen.

The road to I'uitenzorg is well graded, perfectly macadamized,

and, what is better, completely bordered and shaded on either side

^U^>^

SCKNE IN JAVA.

by high, thick hedges of heliotrope, cactus, and creepers, all in

bloom. Over these hedges, the light bamboo lines the avenue,

opening only to reveal the native cott.'iges, peeping from under

palm-groves. All the people we see, whether about their huinhlo

dwellings, or moving on the high-road, seem busy, contented, and

happy. Only two beggars approached us on the way, and these

timidly ; both were blind.
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The manner of travel here is on the postal system, which was

never known in America, and is now superseded by raih'oads in

Europe. We have Mr. Pell's stately old coach, which has seats for

six passengers inside, and ample room for four servants outside.

We carry no trunks, our wardrobes being stored in the capacious

boxes under the seats. Four horses draw us over the level plain
;

more are added in climbing hills. The driver has two assistants or

runners {loj/ers), who, by constantly applying their lashes, keep the

ponies up to running-speed. They are whisked off and replaced at

stages of seven miles. We made the journey in three hours. At

each stage, the traveller pays four cents to each lopor, and ten or

twenty cents to the driver.

If Batavia is fiiscinating, this suburban viceregal residence is

supremely so. The palace stands at the south side of the native

city. The approach is through a park, covered with a greener and

smoother sward, wo imagine, than even England or IloUand can

e^z'aibit. Five hundred deer are seen reclining or feeding imder the

lofty shade-trees. The palace is said to be on the model of Blen-

heim—however this may be, we recognize the plan of our own Cap-

itol at Washington. Like every thing else in this favorite Dutch

colony, it happily combines good taste with elegance and comfort.

The governor-general has received us very kindly, although not

without something of the stiffness of official ceremony. The ladies

seem to regard us as an accession, not unwelcome, to a society cir-

cumscribed and somewhat monotonous.'

The Dutch East Indies are ruled absolutely by directions from

the Ilngue, Practically, the governor-general is viceroy. At the

time of the conquest, two native sovereigns, with the pompous

titles of sultan and emperor, divided the island between them, one

of the territories being known as Java, the other as Sunda. The

descendants of each of these sovereigns being subsidized, though

really divested of power, retain certain contracted domains, with

tiinlar rank, in subordination to the authority of the Dutch Govern-

ment. Several other native kings, subsidized in the same way,

have a somewhat similar domain and tenure. With these qualifica-

tions, the executive government is administered by the governor-
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general, with the aid of an executive council appointed by the

Home government.

Tlie Dutch, not without severe and frequent contests with the

natives, have held sway here since the year 161('. ith only an

interval of from 1811 to 1816, when among the events of the

Napoleonic war in Europe, Holland having passed under the con-

trol of France, Java was seized and held for five years by Great

Britain.

January 19^A.—Shall we note the climatic features of Java ?

It has no spring and no autumn—only summer and winter. It

tILT rOND, PALACE OBOtTITDa, JAVA.
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rains all summer, and is comparatively dry during the harvest-

time in winter. The present season is the summer. It rained so

eonstantly yesterday that we could not enter a carriage, or step

()U the ground. This morning, Governor-General Myer, with the

ladies, gave us a drive in the botanical gardens attached to the

|)alace. All the world knows that they are scientitically planted,

but why give them a technical name ? They are of princely di-

mensions, and are inconceivably magnificent, for they contain, or

are understood to contain, every attainable tropical tree, plant, or

llower. Of the })alm alone there are a hnndred species. Dense

groves of tree-ferns arc interlaced with myriads of orchids, cov-

ered with what one might well imagine to be the very flowers of

paradise, and we were at a loss to say which form of life in the

tropics, the vegetable or the animal, excels in color. Man's hand

h:i8 planted and trained the trees and flowers, belt the gorgeotis

troops of birds which inhabit them arc voluntary residents there,

making the shade "vocal with their music.'' These groves are

interspersed with lakes, whose Avaters nmrmur under the per-

I'umcd pressure of the crimson lily and the sacred lotus. These

lakes arc the homes of some varieties of tropical birds ; swans,

black and white, are domesticated in them; and the cockatoo,

with his creamy plumage, seems unconscious of imprisonment in

his spacious gilded cage, so constructed as to afibrd him ample

iiunshinc and cool bath.

Alighting from our carriages, we took a path which leads

through a bamboo-grt)ve so dense that the down which its delicate

leaves cast on the smooth gravel takes the form of a tender moss.

This moss, taking r<jot, i-iterweaves so closely that it is not de-

ranged by the footstep. The very air of this f^iry grove seemed

to us to hold a soothing verdure, liut it is not alone in the lakes,

groves, and lawns, that the feathered race contents itself at Buiten-

zorg

:

" This puest of summer,

Tlie tomplc-haunting iniirtlct does approve

By liis loved masonry, that heuveirs breath

Smiles sweet and wooingly here."

2!)
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At sunset, thoiKsands of niiirtins gather for the night tuuler the

eaves of tlie palace. Sitting eh>8ely to each other, they are mistaken

by a careless observer for a blackened bead, which extends without

break around the cornice of the entire cdiiice. Perliaps we dilate

IlkM'K Al. I'lll.IAIilv JAVA.

too much on tropical Xaturc, but its iii'st etfect upon all niiiuls is

to excite a wish never to leave it. We almost contracted for at

least an occasional home at Nagasaki. We left Ilong-Kong and

S'nga|)oro reluctantly; but Batavia, and more than all Iliiitcnzort:'.

wins our thoughts irresistibly away from all that is practical in lite,

to dcliglit in repose and serene contcm])lation.

The ti'uth, however, is, that the adiiiir.ition of tropical scenery,

though universal, wears oil' as suildenlv as it comes. Wc have not
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We liavo not

ilms tar found an American or European content with a genial

clime. The merchant, mariner, or mifiHionary, even the women
and children, stay here against their wills, and wait impatiently for

their release this month or the next, or, at farthest, this year or the

next.

Il' we should forget every thing else at Buitenzorg, we are not

likely to forget its baths. Leaving the palace-door, and driving

through a winding, palm-shaded lane, we came to the bamboo-

grove. Dismissing carriage and attendants there, we penetrated

V \\ ,!

JAVANK8K ntUIT.

to its dark centre, by a tangled io()t.-])atli. There we found a

itiarhle basin, eighty feet across, filled with flowing water. The

depth is regulated at will, an<l a slight bamb(»o rail is stretched
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across the basin ibr security against accident, '^all palm-trees pro-

tect the bather froni tlie sun, while the surrounding grove is an

impenetrable screen. Coming out of tlic bath, wc picked up what

\vc thought to be a green walnut. On removing the hard, acrid

shell, pungent scarlet mace betrayed itself; breaking through this,

and the inner shell, which it covered, a fragrant, white, milky pulp

disclosed the incipient nutmeg.

Bi^E.NE I.V JAVl.



CHAPTER III.

EXCURSION INTO THE INTERIOR

A Balking Horse.—Cultivation of Rice.—Tropical Flowers.—Surabaya.

—

The Regent Pra-

wlro,—Dutcli Colonization.—How Java is governed.—Bandong.—The Regent and

the Interpreter.—A Gouty Monarch.—The Regent's Income.—How he spends it.

Surabaya, January 21s^—The governor-general and his esti-

mable family dismissed ns, after a very early breakfast, on an ex-

cursion which isaftbrding us an opportunity to see something of the

mountains, and more of the simple people of this beautiful island.

Still travelling in Mr. Pell's spacious coach, with government

orders for relays, we drove rapidly through the (piaint and quiet

streets of the pretty little city of Buitenzorg. So long as we kept

the plain, we had only one annoyance—a balking horse—one of

eight. Peasantry, at every halt, assisted the lopers in rolling the

heavy carriage against the refactory animal's heels, and so, whether

he willed to go or not, we got on. Crossing a small stream, we

climbed irregular volcanic mountains, and came through a gorge

between two of them ; the one seven thousand feet high, the other

four thousand. The mountain-sides are terraced with rice-fields,

one above the other. These fields were covered with standing

water. The successive terraces show the crop at every stage of its

growth. On the upper terrace, the young plant is seen, resembling

grass just sprouted from the seed ; on the level just below, single

stalks of rice just transplanted ; below this, fields of the grain at

successive periods of its growth ; until, at the foot of the mountain,
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it is already ripened, and ready for the knife. We say the knife^

for neither cradle, nor scythe, nor sickle, is used in the rice-fields

in Java. The Kornn commands the husbandman to cut off each

individual stalk singly. This injunction the pious Moslem never

disobeys.

Rice-cultivation is ;i v ry laborious process. A prairie farmer,

we think, would , u", •' he were obliged to transplant his wheat-

crop from its firs; ' ;u, -1. i\t by plant; he would die, if it were

necessary to water i.., even • . 'o during its growth. It would be

left to rot in the field if he were denied a " reaper," or at least a

cradle or sickle ; it would waste in the barn or stack if he could not

procure a threshing-machine or a fanniiig-niill. On the other hand,

here each blade of rice is removed to a new bed, and from its plant-

ing until its ripening it is irrigated once every day. When it is

gathered, the kernels are separated from the husk by hand. Not-

withstanding this vast labor, rice is the chief production, as it is the

chief food of all the Asiatic races, constituting half the population

of the globe. The cause of the productiveness of Java (greater

than that of any portion of the earth) readily discloses itself to the

most careless observer as he passes through the country. It is a

combination of equatorial heat, volcanic soil, and perennial moun-

tain-streams. These rivulets are subdivided at their springs, and

conducted around and down the winding terraces to the base of the

mountain, where they are in like manner gathered and poured in

sparkling cascades down the steep declivity ; then to be again sub-

divided, and made to perform the same gentle service as before to

successive terraces below.

We know well enough the slow progress of science and art at

home, but who taught this Malay peasantry this skill in hydraulics,

which surpasses that of any civilized people ?

We are now seeing that we might have spared ourselves the

trouble of threading the walks of the botanical gardens at Biii-

tenzorg. All around us, every way we turn, whichever way wc

look, are innumerable species of palm, the great banyan, exquisite

tree-ferns thirty or forty feet high, sparkling with parasitic flowersj;

fragrant hedges of heliotrope fifteen foot high, now in full bloom—
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not monotonous blue as with 113, but of every color and hue—alter-

nating with other hedges of the grotesque cactus of a hundred

shapes and equally splendid in bloom. Every one is familiar with

the lily of the valley, but we find here the lily of the mountain, a

stately flower giving out even a sweeter odor than its little name-

sake. Mountains shine with white lilies, and lakes with the incom-

parable lotus. Although cortee-plantations spread a broad, dark

shadow behind flowery hedges, yet the bright green rice-fields arc

never out of the landscape. Where these allow space, there aie

meadows gay with azaleas of infinite variety, set in borders of pin

and white and crimson oleanders, -which attain here the stature ot

the magnolia.

We have found rest and refreshment at the village of Surabaya,

a pleasant resort in a mountain amphitheatre, for the dwellers or.

the sea-coast. The clearing up of a rain-storm has just give- us,

instead of the rainbow, an equatorial phenomenon—a broad, pris-

matic column, stretching from the centre of the heavens, quite

down the mountain-side, resting on the plain below and flooding

the valley with a gorgeous light.

The table cPhote does not difter, either in pretension, costliness,

or meagreness, from like service at Catskill or other mountain

resorts in our own country.

Sjiandjioer, January 'list.—We left our balky horse at Sura-

baya. A brake, with an iron shoe, was fixed on a hind-wheel. Not-

withstanding these checks, we were rolling rapidly down into the

next valley, when the alarm sounded that a wheel was on fire. It

was extinguished, and we were thundering forward with greater

velocity than before, -when we had another fright—the chain of the

shoe broke. A rope of bufl'alo hide was substituted for it, and we

had scarcely taken the road again, when the shoe itself gave way.

But, with careful driving, and our lopers holding us back, we

escaped harm. So at six o'clock we entered this very pretty vil-

lage, which, although a native one, is laid out in streets and squares,

with that degree of geometrical precision, and ornamented with

that peculiar taste, which is everywhere so observable in the Neth-

/L>
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erlands. Tho govenior-general having dispatched notice of our

coming, and also sent witli us his young kinsman Mr. Lowe, we

were met outside of the town by a native subaltern otHcer, in Duti-li

uniform, and conducted to tlie palace in the centre of a park larger

than the Capitol-grounds at Washington. Here, under a tasteful

pot'te-oochet'e, we were received by the Regent Prawiro da Kedya.

He is a lineal descendant of the long-(<ince dethroned Kings of Pad-

jadjura in the western empire of Java, and bears the titular hon-

I
i
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TIIK nE<iE.NT PKAWIIIO DA KEDYA.

ors of Radlie Sonnengoniz. T]r> regent is thirty years old, digni-

fied and handsome, and has pleasing manners. A Mohammedan,

he wears a turban of orange and black muslin, a tight black-clotli

jacket, witli large gold buttons, and a standing collar, on whic!li

sparkle three enormous diamonds, and with the whitest of linen

at neck and wrist. A sarong of gay-colored muslin, ])ainted with

figures emblematic of his rank, hangs from his waist over black

trousers. White stockings and gold-embroidered velvet shoos com-
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pleto his dresH. Hu wears at his hide a short sword, with acabbard

of gold, and hilt profusely covered with diamonds.

Owin<? to the humidity of the climate, a customary law of laud-

Bcapo <?ardening is so far reversed that the area which immediately

surrounds the palace, although ornamented with trees, is paved

with gravel instead of being a green lawn. The palace, one story

in height, is equal in its dimensions to tlie White House. The

model and stylo of the buildings are perfect, but the materials are

fragile, and the construction imsubstantial and cheap. There is a

ludicrous contrast between the vaulted ceiling resting on a double

row of graceful columns, and the rough, uneven bamboo floor so

light that the whole house trembles under every footstep. The fur-

niture, entirely European, plain and ill selected, must have been

supplied by some second-hand dealer in Amsterdam. Our princely

host showed us our several apartments. The dinner at which he

presided had the substantial character of a European feast with

the addition of the curry, fruits, and sweets, of the island. After

leaving the table we were serenaded by a band of native musicians.

Their music is derived from Ilindostan. The instruments arc

reeds, bells, and a sort of violin. The tones are soft and monoto-

nous, and free from discord, with a barely perceptible melody. Too

weary to sit through the protracted entertainment, we retired to

rest, with the strains still tailing on our ears like the rustling of a

gentle wind through the tree-tops.

Sjiandjioer, Jaimary 22c?.—Dutch colonization has a story as

simple as its results are wonderful. The Netherlands (Tovernmcnt

seventy or eighty years ago acquired the Dutch East India Com-

pany's titles to its possessions in the East, and substituted itself

in the place of that great mercantile establisluiicnt. Using the

national force as occasion required to perfect and maintain acqui-

sitions, they brought the whole of Java under their political rule.

Having done this, the Government appropriated absolutely to the

crown whatever lands were unoccupied. They compounded with

the two native sovereigns before mentioned and their vassal kings

for the management of the estates wliic;h were under cultivation,

™..J
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unci the (llflpi».siil of tlioir jtnKluctH, After tliirt, lliey j^nKliiiilly

oxtiii^uirthed by iMirclm.so tliu ri<;Iitrt of the nativo j)roi»rietors, and

HO liavi! boon t'oiitimially oiilar^iii^ tbo rovul doiiiaiii. I>^ way of

coinmtMidiu<^ tlicir rido to the natives, they have left to the fam-

ilies of the dispoHsessed rulers not oidy a titular rank, but tiiey

have oniployed their chiefri in the inana^enient of their Hoveral

estates, allo\vin<i; to each the otHciid honor of recent, and actually

associatiiifi^ him with the Dutch rot'idente or governor. The resi-

dento exercises tiie real power, but osteuHibly in the name and

under the authority of the native i)riiK'e. The latter receives an

amph; stipend, which enables iiini to maintain a show of his

here(ii*^ary dijjjnity, and in consideration of which ho entertains

all tlio Government ajjents and their visitors at his palace. The

Dutch residente directs through the native regent what seed shall

bo sown on every plantation, how and when the harvest shall be

gathered, wliat wn<^i'8 biiall be ])aid to the cultivators, and disposes

of the products at prices fixed in every case, by the Governor-

General and Gouncil of the Indies. The results of this system

arc, that, while the people seem to bo comfortable and contented,

it defrays all the expenses of local administration in peace and

war, and pays an annual revenue of live million dollars into the

national treasury at the Hague. Java, thus governed, remains

what the discoverers found it, " the garden of the world."

Jiandong, Jatiuarij 2'-W.—Our host at Sjiandjioer gave us at an

early hour a cup of the native cofieo, with native sugar, and put

us on the way in good time this nnirning—first, to survey more

leisurely than yesterday the little provincial capital * and then to

continue our upward way to the centre of the island. The moun-

tain-sides which we climbed are more abrupt than those we trav-

elled on the previous day, while the teeming population seems, if

possible, more simjde and gentle. Many sorts of palm and >-:ii'ti'.i.

disappear, but the heliotrope is richer than ever, the tree-ferns

taller and more beautiftd. We had the various experiences of

mountain-travel—travel with six horse-*, with oxen, and with mixed

teams of horses and oxen ; sometimes we were pushed upward,



TIIIC liiaJLNT OF DANUONG. 2UU

Botiictitiics lioM Imck witli Inuimn liumlrt nlono ; Hoiiiothiu's moved

by the workiii;!; of tlu ciullu.ss t'liaiii. Wu (.-ompletod tho journoy

lit iive o'clock tliU aVtcriKtoii.

This town irf biii'.t on tho wvuio inodol as tho one lust vlttitcd.

Hardly had wo entered it before wo encountered demonstrative

evidence that the native prince, Wiranarta Ivalsoema Kadho Ade-

pathe, Kegeut of Handonji,- id every inoli ii kin^. His despotic

authority is reticcted in tho despondent countenances and de-

meanor of his subjects. Witliin ids dominion we were reco^iuzed

ns Ids {^icsts. Ko traveller on tlio road, whether young or old,

whether iv num sta<i;<;'ering under a heavy burden, or a .v<unan with

a child in her arms, passed us witlutut first receiv nj; our pernussion,

no matter how' slowly wo might be moving, or how lonj; we might

be stopping. All wlunn wo met went down on tJieir knees as

wo approached, nor did they venture to leave that posture or

even lift their eyes from the ground until wo had passed by.

This was a strango sight among a people who are more sen-

sitive than any other on j)oint8 of personal dignity, ilvcry official

or educated Javanese wears a sword, not so much to protect him-

self against the beasts of the jungle, as to use it in vindication

of wounded self-esteem. lie is a duellist. So excitable is the na-

tional sense of honor, that no words of insult or opprobrium are

ever heard among them without provoking instant chastisement.

Killing in the duel is not accounted nmrder.

Radhe Adepathe, attended by a half-caste interj^retcr, stood

waiting to receive us before the palace-door, under a gilded um-

brella, of form and dimensions not unlike the " souiuling-board "

of old-fashioned Now-England churches. The interpreter incpnred

in French whether lie guests were Mr. Seward and family. Being

answered, he preseuced each of us to the regent, who, with a step

of conscious majesty, conducted Mr. Seward and the ladies individ-

ually under the gorgeous uiabrolla, through the portico and into

the grand reception-hall of tho ])alace. He seemed seventy years

old, and was carelestly dressed. His countenance indicated great

shi'owdncBs, his voice and manner were studiously deferential. He
displayed, however, a disagreeable im])atieiu'e and even petulance.
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lie devolved on the interpreter the duty of showing us our apai't-

ments. We thought his expressions of politeness sinister, and con-

ceived at once a strong dislike for him. The overawed interpreter

blundered, and conducted each guest to an apartment designed for

the other. The regent, discovering the mistake, rose to the frenzy

of a " Blue Beard." He hobbled after us and corrected the blun-

der with veliement objurgations. Wc did not understand a word

of the reproof, l>ut we all take notice that the unlucky Malay who

thus combined the offices of interpreter and chamberlain, in the

" royal " household, has not appeared since.

At seven o'clock we were summoned to the great hall, where the

regent received us. AVhat a transformation ! He was now attired

in royal Javanese costume, far more elaborate than that of the Pra-

wiro da Kedya. His countenance was serene, his nuxnner gentle,

his discourse easy and courteous. He seemed twenty years younger.

He banished our dislike at once, by tolling us, with a humorous

grimace, which none, but those who have actually known what the

twinges of the g • it are, can aft'ect, that he is a chronic sufferer from

that malady. When our host was seated in the centre of the room,

three male dwarfs, neatly dressed in native scarlet livery, with tur-

baned heads and naked feet, timidly entered and crouched on the

floor behind their master. One held a sword and folded umbrella,

another, a box filled with smoking-tobacco, pipes, and cigars ; the

third, a brazier of charcoal. The three mutely and unceasingly

studied the varying expressions of the regent's face. A A[alay

served first schnap])s, then port-wine and madeira. Dwarf num-

ber two now ortered pipes, cigars, and cigarettes ; thereupon the

regent ejaculated " Appce," when the brazier-bearing i)ignu spi.;ng

quickly forward. In obeying a command, each dwarf, as he aj)-

pronched master or guest, droi)ped on his knees and bowed his fore-

head to the floor, then assuming a natural ])<»sition, made the svv-

vice recpiired. When it ^\a^ coni[)leted he performed a *' sahun,"

and crept backward to his place behind the regent. Not only

these dwarfs, but each servant in the jialace, the regent's own son

and heir, a youth of twenty-one, and every native admitted to the

presence, practises the same servile obeisance. The chief, on his

ii
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part, does no.; deign to incline liis head toAvard the servant, child,

or subject, to whom he speaks, but, on the contrary, affectedly

looks away from or beyond hiili.

The palace, the grounds, and the town dependent on it, are

much more spacious than those at Sjiandjiocr, ai:d abound with

evidences of the regent's wealth. His annual st.'pcnd is one hun-

dred and sixty thousand guilders, about eighty thousand dollars.

At iirst it puzzled us to know how a barbarian can use such an in-

come, but we were not long in finding a solution. In part, it is

laid out in gems and jewels for personal ostentation, in part for the

support of his family, in part for maintaining his corps of " baya-

deres " (ballet and singing girls), and a band of musicians, in part

in keeping up the most costly stud on the island, and the residue

in support of a l<;rge number of relations and dependants. The

crescent dominates everywhere in .'ava, and doubtless the uiosque

draws heavily on the princely revenues.

After an elaborate dinner, the day has ended, as at Sjiandjicer,

with a native .serenade.

A ii'.sii:i'iv i:< .IAS A.
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CHAPTER IV.

MJi. SEWARD AT BANDONG.

Excursion to the Cascade.—A Perilous Roml.—The Water-Fall.—An Evening at tii-'

Palace.—Tiie Uavaderes.—Two DwarlV.—A Chorus of Peasants.—Tlie Little Prin-

cesses.—An E.\cursion to Tankocban.—Peruvian Bark.—The Top of the Volcano.

—An Enchantinjj; Scene.—The Javanese Prince,

Bandonu^ Jumiarij 2'I(/.—It i*ahied nil night. Bad as we know

the roads must be, the regent nevertheless ordered out his inmietisc

European carriage, with six- horses, for an excursion to the " Cas-

cade,'" which is one of the wondorsof the island. Wo were attended

by a dt^tachment of heavy dragoons i '. ; >u .jh uniforms, l)arefooto(l

po>;tilions, and turbaned tbotnien. A\ 'c:>i foot of every hill, and

at every slough, a crowd of peasants appeared, as if summoned by

previous command, to drag or push our unwilling wheelfj. It was

like a royal progress, such a.s Qtieeu Elizabeth used to make in the

sixteenth ceuniry.

Twelve miles from the town, we found twenty-five saddle-

horscs, a complement of sedan-chairs, and fifty peasants, awaiting

us. Taking so many of these animals, vehicles, and men, as we had

need of, ^'^sccnded successive hills terraced with jmlc-grccn rico-

fields, and glossy dark coifee-groves. The mounted members of

the par*', agree that, in all their experience, they never had so per-

ilous an exercise ; but the horses, as well as the bearers of the

chairs, were well trainr^ and sure of foot. Although an animal

occa.'-io.'ially stumbled, and a chair-bearer lost his balance, we never-
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tlieless accomplished the journey down the slippery precipices with-

out serious accident.

The river Groote forms the canal which we have described at

Batavia, That river hero bears the euphonious name of Tjoerock

Tjikapuendoeng. The torrents by which it is formed meet in the

gorges above this place, and it makes a perpendicular leap of sev-

enty feet into a dell, the sides of which are studded with lofty tree-

ferns festooned with orchids. The cascade in form and movement

has a parallel in some of the many leaps of the West Canada Creek

at Trenton, but its forest surroundings can have their like nowhore

but within the tropics. After the first pleasing impression of the

scene was over, we compared notes together, saying how absurd it

must seem that we, who live almost in sound of Niagara, should

have come this long distance to see a petty water-fall under the

equator. Soon, however, we were made to understand that, for

those to whom our cataract of thunder is unknown, this shining

cascade is worthy of all admiration. The imagination of the na-

tives has peopled the dell with gentle foiries of the air, and loving

water-sprites. The Dutch gentleman who accompanied us had

never seen any water-falls but the waste-weirs of the canals in

Holland. He was awe-stricken in the presence of Tjoerock Tjika-

poendoeng. While to us the combination of sparkling water,

dainty ferns, and breathing flowers was simply beautiful, it was

for him sublime. So it is that accident or circumstance often

determines our tastes and sentiments.

This evening the regent conducted us to the private palace in

Avhich his family reside. Apologizing for his wife's absence by

reason of indisposition, he placed us in the centre of a spacious and

lofty hall, softly lighted with tinted globe lamps, and graced with a

curi(»u8 medley of portraits of European celebrities—among them

the Prince of Wales, the Queen of the Netherlands, Jenny Lind,

and Lola Montez. We were the only guests. A band of twenty-

five native musicians was stationed on the porch. Hundreds of

the peasantry of Baiuhmg crowded the guard in front. The musi-

cians played, ir. a low tone, a recitative accompaniment. Soon altci*

this began, onr "bayaderes," one after the other, glided into the
2i "

f
. ci
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room, with a movement in harmony with the music. They were

apparently eighteen years of age, and had that " golden " complex-

ion which in the East is the highest type of beauty. The regent

explained that the " bayadere " amusement was derived from the

ancient Hindoos. The costume of the performers has the same

origin. It consists of a long, scant scarlet skirt, fastened above the

waist, and falling in folds quite over the bare feet. A stiffened

band of scarlet and gold, ten inches wide, is drawn tightly about

the waist, fitting just under the shoulder-blades, leaving the arms

and shoulders entirely bare. The monture was a burnished helmet.

"Wondering at this barbaric magnificence, Mr. Seward asked the

M

-.^-Tv-rllS
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re;;ent whctiier the helmet was gilded. lie quickly answered in

.Tavanepo, that not only the helmet, but also the heavy girdle, the

bracelets, and anklets, were of solid gold, and added in English,

"Californin." Three ballets Mere performed; it was not difficult
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to understand the spirit of each. The first, gay and joyous, repre-

sented a nuptial ceremony ; the second, energetic and vigorous, a

battle, with ambuscade, surprise, struggle, and victory ; the third,
'

DANCiyO-GIBL.

dv answered in

deep-toned and measured, a funeral pageant. The dancing con-

sisted of slow and varied posturing and extravagant gesticulation,

to the broken and imperfect time of the wild music. The " baya-

deres " were not the only perfoi*mers of the evening. Tiiere were

two dwarfs, the eldest thirty years old, well proportioned and agile,

and a countci'part of Tom Thumb. In the other, the peculiar

Malay figure and features were exaggerated to absolute doformity.

Tlie regent took especial delight in this lusus natHiw, and laughed

immoderately at the little creature's big head and bandy legs. We,

who at houie are more pained than pleased by the exhibitions of

General Tom Thumb and his Liliputian wife, could not sympathize

here with the barbarian prince. It was with difficulty that we sup-

pressed oiu* disgust when the pitiable dwarfs were put forward as
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harlequins in the historical pantomimes which the "bayaderes"

were executing.

Dwarfs here remain the same imi)ortant personages they were

in European courts three hundred years ago. We ought to

have mentioned that the Iladhe Adepatho maintains seven of

them.

The performance of the night had a very pleasing interlude.

While the artistes were resting in the intervals, the guard at the

door opened the way to a chorus of peasants. They executed a

grotesque dance, which gave unbounded delight, not only to our-

selves, but to the unbidden native spectators outside. In the midst

of this diversion, two children of the regent, girls of four and five,

and very small, came in with their attendants, dressed in queenly

satin robes and jewels. He presented them to us with manifest

pride, and, although they trembled during the ceremony, they per-

formed their little parts with all the formality of women.

We saw the " bayadere " in Japan, and have now seen her in

Java. She is, as we understand, a universal character in the East.

Before the innovations of Buddha, the Bramins were an exclu-

sive '•eligious class in India. They constituted a priesthood, like

the ftiM.ily of Aaron among the Jews. Descended from the gods,

their persons A»ere sacred. By a cunning artifice, they reconciled

their followers to the consecration of women to their service.

These women were selected at an early age from the highest fami-

lies, reared and educated in the temples in the feminitic arts and

accomplishments, as well as in mysteries of religion. Such wove

originally the " bayaderes." If Madame Roland, in view of the

agonies of the state of France, exclaimed, " O Liberty, M'hat

crimes are committed in thy name !
" how much more might we

exclaim, in view of this wicked imposture, what crime has not

superstition perpetrated against the virtue of the human race!

While, as we are told, the institution among the Hindoos retains

its religious character, it has been co])ied without that character

throughout the East, whatever forms of religion may prevail. A
troupe of bayaderes is considered a necessary ornament in the

court of every prince, and in all rich families. They are allowed
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the education and accompliahmcnts wliicb are denied the sex gen-

erally, without being held to the practice of virtue.

January '2,\th.—An excursion to-day with the same cortege

and retinue as yesterday, to the smouldering volcano of Tankoe-

ban. What a transformation in the person of the young prince

!

Hitherto wo had seen him barefooted, and in a mean sarong, kneel-

ing and lying at his father's feet like a slave. To-day he has donned

a manly and even princely costume. Booted and spurred, ho

mounted a spirited horse, and led our expediti(m.

Leaving our carriages in a pretty village, at the foot of the

mountain, and taking saddle-horses and chairs, we made the ascent

in live hours, by an excavated zigzag path, the construction of

which would have been impossible for any engineer other than a

Javanese practised in the science of mountain-irrigation. At the

beginning of the ascent, we were at the elevation which the cotlce-

trce most affects. The orchards are very luxuriant ; rising a hun-

dred feet higlior, we came to a plain covered with the Cinchona

calisaija, as the tree is called, which furnishes the medicine known

world-wide }'.s the Peruvian bark, in its various forms. The cidture

has been innuduccd here, quite recently, from I'olivia. The trees

are yet young, and we are unable to determine their ultimate size.

The Ucsident informs ua that the enterprise has already proved a

success, lie baa shipped more than seven tons of the bark to IIol-

Luul, taken from only the smaller branches or twigs of the trees.

The next plateau gave ua a view of the sugar cultivation ; a still

higher one yields cabbages, pt)tatoes, and other esculents for the

supply of the markets on the sea-shore. Native timber grows

upon the mountain-sides to the very sunnnit, five thousand fi-et

above the sea. The forests are chietly of teak ; the mulergrowth,

troc-forns, with a great variety of Huwering and fruit-bearing

vines. We recognize the rasi)berry, although not belonging to

any species t-ultivated with us. Troops of peasantry went before

us and prepared the way by cutting steps on the most rugged

dedivitics.

We reached, at last, a plain covered with lire-blasted trees ; sul-
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phurous fumes iinprc<?iiiitcd tlio Htino8i)here, and a claiuiuy moist-

ure chilled U8 through luid through. F«)llowing a circuitous path

through thirt (lesolato scene, wo reiichcd the brink of the double cra-

ter, four or live iniles in circumference and one thousand feet deep.

There have been two eruptions in such close proximity that only a

low riilgo or promontory separates the craters. At the bottom of

either crator, there is a dark, yel'-nv lake—or, rather, there is ono

lake extending over the bottoms of both—ilividcd by a natural

bridge. On the north shore or beach of this dctuble lake, open

chnsniH send up, from fiery springs, thioiigh dense clouds of smoke,

a perpetual column of blazing sulphur. Another Bi)ring, somewhat

higher, seetlies like a vast funiacc, as it ])()urs forth column after

column of mingled nmd and gaseous iluid, with reverberating

sounds like thunder. The banks of solid rock are almost peqicii-

dicular. (Jathering clouds, driven by strong winds from the west-

ward, when they reai-h the precij)ico, roll in broad volumes down

its sides into the abyss; absorbing, then, the sulphurous fumes,

they rise on the opposite side of the crater, charged with their min-

eral burden, which they distribute, on their return to the upper air.

While contemplating these gigantic etlorts of Nature, continued

through ages, to resume her lost tran<piillity and silence, we M'cre

shivering with cold and hunger. The plain surrounding the vol-

cano, and indeed the entire surface of tho-moimtain-summit. tin iigli

covered with such vegetation as the mineral blasts allow to llourish,

is incrusted with volcajiic ashes, like those which buried Pompeii

and other cities on the slopes of Vesuvius. In descerding, we

peered constantly through iho forest, to get sight of the tiger,

which is the terror of the island. Our guides, though anncd

against him, informed us that the beast has become wary, and no

longer attacks men in bands.

Earth can have no scene more enchanting than the dark, tower-

ing mountains, shading off into verdant plains, which spread before

our eyes as we made our way back to the village we had left in

the morning. We overtook, as we thought, the very clouds which

we had seen rolling through the suljihurous crater, ar.d, driving

through them, were drenched with rain. Then, again, when the
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8un shono out, wo trod the silver lining of other clouds, which

were pouring their lloodh uj)on illuminated plains helow.

A dinner, with good wine, and plenty of it, which our young

chief had ordered, awaited us at the foot of the mountain, aiui he

now i)reHided right royally over the welcome entertainment. A
second dinner at the palace closed the day.

We have come to like our host vastly. lie is genial and joyous

in his intervals of gout, and, hy a certain sympathy, has come to

understand much of our English, and to make us comprehend his

vernacular. America is a subject of inexhaustihlo interest to him.

lie understands it so well, that when Mr. Seward asked him to

what country he thought William Freonum, the colored servant,

who speaks English, and wears a European costume, belonged, he

replied, "• lie was born in America, the son of a slave." lie was

entertaining us to-day with accounts of his great ancestry, when

our young Dutch companion asked him what evidence he had of

this lineage. He answered, with 8j)irit, "What evidence have wo

that we all descended from Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden ?

"

The Dutch seem constantly on the watch for treachery on his part.

Ihit suspicion is the jjunishmont of usurpation. It ap[)rehendB dis-

loyalty and treachery on every side. Would it be treasoi;, indeed,

in this humiliated and pensioned wearer of twelve diamond-hilted

ancestral swords, to strike with them a blow for the lost sceptre of

his tribe ?

For ourselves, we cannot but think that the Dutch rule in this

island, after two hundred year-^ of trial, with their successive wars,

is at last safely established. It can only be shaken now by tyranny

so extreme and violent as to aroiisc to resistance a simple race who

as yet have never ac(pjired the tirst idea eitlit of personal freedom

or of national independence.
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CHAPTER V.

AT BATA VIA AOAIN.—THE MALAYS.

Farewell to Bandong.—A Tropical breakfast.—A Breakfast in the Botanical Gardens.

—

A Princely Native Artist.—Dutch Colonization.—Character of the Malay Race.

—

' Chinese Immigration. <

Batavia, January 25^A.—We bade farewell to the magnificent

chief of Bandong, at sunrise yesterday, and we breakfasted with him

at Sjiandjioer, enjoying in both cases the honors of music and the

golden umbrella. We bathed and slept lart night in the rose-gar-

dens of Sindanlaya. At noon to-day, we reentered the palace of

Buitenzorg, which name, we now learn, was borrowed from the

palace of Frederick the Great at Potsdam

—

Sam-sottcl.

A pretty illustration of tropical life greeted us here. The gov-

ernor-general was absent ; the ladies were just assembled at break-

fast in the coolest of marble halls, dressed in the degagee habit

which the Europeans have adopted from the natives here : hair fall-

ing naturally over the shoulders, the white " short-gown " of our

grandmothers, made fanciful with ruffles and bright buttons ; a gay-

colored muslin skii't {sarong\ not fastened by a belt, but softly fold-

ed around the figure; naked feet thrust into gold-embroidered

slippers. After sharing their breakfast with us, they loaded onr

carriages with roses and passion-flowers, and lotuses, each flower in

itself a bouquet. It was with sincere and unaftected regret that we

parted with our newly-made friends, and so we are here once more
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at our Batavia home, after a week in the country, filled with the

kindest of hospitalities and most valuable of instructions.
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BATD AT BINDAKLATA.

Januar;/ 2C)th.—The Resident of the province of Batavia, with

tlie ladies of his family, gave us, this morning, a social breakfast in

the Botanical Gardens, under arching banyan-trees, in the presence

of a larger and gayer assembly than ever before has graced a feast

in our experience. These ci)ectator8 were inquisitive monkeys,

graceful girali'es, noble lions, magnificent tigers, loquacious parrots,

and splendid peacocks, not to speak of birds-of-paradise. In short,
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the Zoological Museum was the scene of our festivity. When the

repast was over, we visited the museum, which is very rich in

Malay antiquities and curiosities, chiefly war and oflScial costumes,

ornaments, and weapons, from all parts of the Eastern Archipelago.

The Hall of the Council of the Indies, in the government pal-

ace, is a spacious one, and adorned appropriately with a full collec-

tion of life-size portraits of the successive governors-general.

Java is proud of the native prince Rahden Saleh, who in Europe

acquired great proficiency in the arts of painting and architecture.

His most celebrated artistic achievements are, the Botanical Gar-

dens, in which we breakfasted ; a fine portrait of the governor-gen-

eral (Myer) ; and his own Italian villa, in the suburbs of Batavia.

Mr. Pell gathered at his table, in the evening, a pleasant party

of Americans. This island is visited more by Americans than by

any other class of travellers.

Batavia-Roads, Steamer Singapore, January 2Qth, Evening.—
To avoid an early and precipitate embarkation to-morrow, we pro-

cured a steam-tender, and came on board a packet still smaller than

the Koningin der Nederlanden.

What we have seen in Java, and learned there of other islands,

justifies us in pronouncing the Dutch colonization in the
~"

"^t

Indies a great and beneficent success. Less than twenty thou-

sand Dutch colonists have established over a native ))opulation

of seventeen millions the sway of the mother-country, w \ieh num-

bers only four millions. Notwithstanding occasional insurrections,

that sway ma}- be regarded as firmly established. It ought to

enhance our admiration of the enterprise, that, during two h'^n-

dred years of its history, the Netherlands had to overcome not

alone the natives of the islands, but also to maintain an almost

constant conflict with European competitors in these distant seas

—Portugal, Spain, France, and Great Britain. Its administra-

tion is severely criticised in British circles, on the ground of its

wearing too prominently the features of narrow mercantile monop-

oly. Although these features must bo admitted to be tyrannical, it

cannot be denied, on the other hand, that the Dutch Government
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has practised far less sfeverity and cruelty toward the natives of the

Archipelago than Spain, and Great Britain, and their successors

the United States, have practised in America. Holland has neither

exterminated native populations in the Archipelago, nor imposed

slavery on them, nor introduced African slavery among them.

The Dutch development of the resources of Java has been elFective.

The island has an agriculture surpassing that of any other country,

and has also a valuable and increasing foreign commerce. So far

as we can perceive, it is free alike from political and social dis-

content, and certainly it is free from pauperism. Nor is it to be

overlooked that the Malays have been raised to the partial exer-

cise of political functions. The government, while it tolerates all

religions, encourages missionary instruction, and maintains schools

so generally that a Javanese who is unable to read and write in

his own language is exceptional. At the same time it must be

admitted that no such vivifying social sentiments as those of per-

sonal liberty and national independence have been conceived by

the Malays ; and, while we can no longer doubt that the ultimate

civilization of the whole human race ie within the design of Provi-

dence, we must reconcile ourselves to laws which render the prog-

ress of civilization slow, and seemingly uncertain.

The Malay race is not homogeneous; it has many distinct

branches. The branches which were found by the European dis-

coverers on the peninsula, and on the islands of Sumatra and

Java, were compact and organized states, which had long before

emerged from the tribal condition. Nevertheless, the Malays are

intellectually as well as physically feeble. The European discov-

erers alleged that they could not count ten. But in one art they

excelled all mankind—this was the art of irrigation. So incon-

gruous does this skill seem to be, that we might almost deem it

an instinct rather than an acquirement of the Malays. Although

the same European explorers describe the Malays as subtle and

treacherous, we are obliged to conclude that they are a docile and

tractable people. They received their earliest religion from the

Bramins of India, as is proved by the ruins of Hindoo temples of

vast proportions and great magnificence. They exchanged that re-
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ligion, with entire docility, for the faith of the crescent, which was

brought to them from Arabia by the apostles of Mohammed. There

was one occasion, indeed, in their history when they proved intrac-

table and hostile. At the time of the arrival of the Europeans, not

only the Malayan Peninsula, but Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, were

found the field of active Chinese colonization. The European his-

torians represent that the natives sought to exterminate the Chinese

immigrants here, on exactly the same grounds that Chinese immi-

gration is opposed in the United States, namely, a fear that it

would establisL a system of heathen barbarism. In this native re-

sistance to Chinese colonization, the European adventurers con-

curred and cooperated for a long time. But it has, at last, happily

ceased. The Dutch East India Government, as well as the British

Government at Singapore, are now effectively engaged in promot-

ing that immigration in their respective colonies.

JAVANESE.

i



CHAPTER VI.

FROM BATAVIA TO MADRAS.

An Uncomfortable Steamer.—An Accident.—At Singapore.—British Hospitality.—The

Port of Penang.—A Loyal Englishman.—Bay of Bengal.—Half-Way Round the

World.—Arrival at Ceylon.—Point de Galle.—^A Short Visit to the Shore.—

A

Hindoo Crew.—Off Pondichcrry.

Steamer Singapore, January Sist.—^If one wishes to learn how

skilfully common-carriers, demanding the highest rates for freight

and passage, can inflict the greatest discomfort, we recommend to

him a lesson on the Singapore. She was appointed to leave Batavia

on the 25th, while the British steamer to Ceylon was to leave Sin-

gapore on .February Ist. But the Singapore, which is the slowest

vessel of the line, did not sail until the 27th. Notwithstanding

this change of time, we hoped for two days of rest at Singapore.

The cabin is a dove-cote—the holes are reached from the deck by a

perpendicular ladder. We had the whole dove-cote to ourselves

the night we lay in the roads at Batavia. The next night, and all

other nights, we escaped from its stifling imprisonment by having

our mattresses spread on the deck and protected by awnings. Our

new lodging was made intolerably noisy by the incessant tramp of

passengers, officers, seamen, and servants. A dozen milch-cows

were hauled by their horns on deck, before we left port. Fifty

miles at sea, one of them mutinied, and leaped overboard ; the

ship gave her stern-chase, bow-chase, and cross-chase, for five hours

;
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it was an unequal chase, but steam-power, baffled so long, prevailed

at last.

During the night, when we were crossing the mouth of the

straits of Sunda, a northwest monsoon put the steamer to another

trial. The condenser gave way at midnight, and the vessel be-

came a log. We, who were wakeful "vnd alarmed, saw the officers

hurrying backward and forward, whispering rather than proclaim-

ing their commands. Y^'^e overheard them discoursing how to n j,ke

up the ship's deficiency in life-boats in case ohe should be driven

on the beach. It was a new experience to go down, in that tem-

pestuous night, into the seething ship's hold, and take our money

from our trunks and prepare for the apprehended disaster. What

might not be our fate, if, escaping from the perils of the sea, we

should reach the savage shore of Sumatra ? Should we encounter

there serpents, wild-beasts, cannibals? The storm, however, re-

lented a little ; after working the pumps, and hammering on the

condenser, the engineer repaired the broken machinery, and the

vessel resumed her course.

We were demoralized by travel in this intemperate climate.

The coarse food was not at all to our liking ; we fell back on the

fruits. The fir?t day, lemons, limes, even bottled lemonade, were

exhausted; the next day, the oranges, bananas, and pineapples;

the third day, and afterward, we had stale bread and bad coffee.

We have arrived here at midnight, on the fifth day of our voyage.

No signal has been given of the steamei , and we therefore sleep

on board, although we are to embark on the Behar for Ceylon, to-

morrow.

Stearner Behar, Straits of Malacca, February Ist.—The unin-

structed telegraph, at dawn, signalled the Singapore as a Dutch

man-of-war. Nobody expected Mr. Seward in a belligerent char-

acter, especially uvider a Dutch flag. Governor Ord and Consul

Jewell, however, discovered the mistake, and took us ashore after

long delay. The true English hospitality of Sir George and Lady

Old, at Government House, soon banished the remembrance of the

perils and privations of our recent voyage.
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Strengtli commands respect, and succcsh, at last, overpowers

envy. The same European populace of Singapore, which, only

a very few ye.^rs ago, cheered the American rebel Semmes, when

he went out and came in there from his tra'torous depredatior i on

unprotected national commerce, now followed our little American

party to the wharf, and, as the Behar cast off her lines at four

o'clock, they shouted, with evident good-will : " Three cheers for

Governor Seward, three cheers for the ladies 1 " " Well," said Mr.

Seward, " let ii he so ; it is not an unwholesome instruction that the

nation which x^ould enjoy the respect of other nations must retain

its claim to it by union and courage."

Penang, February 3d.—As the straits of Sunda are the cus-

tomary channel of vessels which round Cape Horn for Java, China,

and Japan, so the straits of Malacca are the proper passage for ves-

sels of like destination, which come by the way of the Cape of Good

Hope. The British Government has, with its usual sagacity,

secured the ancient town of Malacca on the Malay Peninsula. The

straits are four hundred miles long. We have made the passage

hither in forty-two hours, seeing often the high hills of Sumatra on

our left, and the flat Malay Peninsula always in view on our right.

The straits here are seven miles wide, and deep enough for vessels

of the largest size. The mountainous, wooded island of Penang

rises abruptly out of the sea, and lesser islands lend a picturesque

aspect to the harbor.

The povt of Penang, sometimes called Georgetown, with a pop-

ulation of four thousand, may, some time ago, have flourished, but

it is now in a condition of neglect and decline. The population of

the island of Penang is forty thousand. Governor Ord, like every

one else in this region, represents the Malays as improvident and

idle. He bases his hope of the prosperity of the settlement upon

Chinese immigration. Among the twenty or thirty boats, which

came oiF here for passengers and freight, only one was Malay ; all

the others were Chinese built, and manned by Chinese.

We have improved, as best we coiild, the six hours' stay with

which the Behar has indulged us here. In carriages, with Hindoo



318 THE EASTERN ARCHIPELAGO, ETC.

drivers, we made great speed, over a smooth road, to see a cascndo

on the West Mountain, two thousand feet above the sea. The

people whom we passed, on the road- side, were often standing or

reclining in careless and picturesque attitudes, under the cocoa-nut

and arika palms. They seem effeminate and languid. Manifestly,

however, they bestow careful attention on their costumes, grace-

fully made up of pure white or bright-colored turbans, flowing

sashes, and gay sarongs.

There is an approximation to similarity in the dwellings of the

Malays and Chinese here, while the foreign bungalows exhibit a

sad corruption of Europeau architecture, without gain from the

Oriental. On all sides, and at every turn, there are swinging

sign-boards, which announce " Licensed to sell ardent spirits." If

alcohol is not admitted to be a civillzcr, it cannot be denied that

it is a leveller.

After making a conpideiable descent, we reached a brawling

torrent. We followed its baik under the shade of native forests.

A small plain near the foot of the cascade furnishes the site for a

little, rude, adobe Hindoo temple; it has a rustic veranda, sup-

ported by palm-saplings. Here we were welcomed by Bramins,

who were assiduously engaged in plaiting bamboo curtains, and

weaving garlands of mountain-flowers, for a festival to-morrow.

We rested awhile under this simple but beautiful upholstery, and

then foraged the adjoining woods for nutmegs and cloves. As-

cending from this plain two or three hundred feet, over rough

stone steps, we came to the basin into which the torrent plunges

for a hundred feet or more, breaking into sparkling jets as it

dashes against glistening grJmite rocks. Even we, prosaic as we

are, could easily fancy that the caverns in these romantic rocks are

inhabited by naiads and genii, such as are supposed to hold com-

mune with the imaginative disciples of the oldest and most myste-

rious of the religions of the East.

Sitting on benches hewn from the rock, and refreshing ourselves

with cool water drawn from the basin, we looked off upon the

ocean, a dozen miles distant, calm and quiet, through a vista of tree-

ferns, rooted high above the tops of the palms and spice-trees which
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grow on the plain below. Descending to the plain where we had

left our carriages, we were served, at a rustic inn, with a lunch of

broiled chickens and salad, and with wine from Xercs, which need-

ed no " bush." The proprietor, a loyal Englishman, did not think

it superfluous to tell us that the fountain in which wo hnd bathed,

the table on which we dined, and the cask from which the wine

was drawn, had all been honored with the patronage of his Royal

Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. How long will " her Majesty's

command," and " his Royal Highness's protection," servo to adver-

tise merchandise and inns in the East Indies 3

On coming on board, wo learned with regret that our hurrie4

shore ramble had deprived us of a visit from the United States con-

sul.

Steamer Behar, Bay of Bengal, Februai'y Uh.—Penang city

and roadstead passed from our sight with the setting sun. "We

have given the Southern Islands a wide berth.

Now at noon, while the captain is taking his daily observations,

Mr. Seward, pencil in hand, is making up his reckoning. " Cap-

iain, I think we must be near the 98th meridian of east longitude,

which will be half my voyage around the world." The captain

answered, " That light-ship, sir, which you see on our right, marks

the line you are inquiring for."

Little do our friends at home, in their midnight slumber, dream

that we are sitting, wide awake, directly over their heads. But we
have a faint idea that this reflection has been made under similar

circumstances before.

The calm sea-surface is broken by a vast shoal of iish, violently

throwing themselves into the air. "What has caused this great

commotion?" It is those two black-headed sharks peering over

tlie water—vanguard, doubtless, of a ferocious army.

Fehniary 1th.—The Indian Ocean justifles its renown. We
have not had a wave too high, a cloud too dark, or a breeze too

strong. We are actually regretting that this dreamy voyage must

be bi'oken at Ceylon to-morrow. A mattress on the deck of a Pen-
23
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insular nntl Oriental Btcainor, on thin ocean in Febnmry, is a luxury

of rest. The glaring, blnzin^ «un has Bcarcely not, before tlio nio«>n

and Htars coino out in full brilliancy. The nparklinp^ Smitliorn

(h'OHH traverHos a abort journey aerosH tbo Houtbern borizon, vinibly

c'ban^in^ itn position every bour, and tbe tranquil ni^bt, witbout

twilij^bt, breaks suddenly into anotber cloudloss and joyous day.

Ojf Point de Oafh', Fcbntari/ Sth.—A letter from Lord Napier

comes on board, i)rotestin^ a^iinst our lingering at Ceylon, bo as

to fall into India in tbe bot season. Wo are obliged to bo ('(uitent,

tbereforo, witb an outside view of tbat famous inland. Wo bavo

been runnin<i; nearly all day along its beautiful coast. A yellow

boacb, witb dazzling breakers, fringes tbo forest verdure of tbo

island. Tbat verdure extoiuls to a beigbt of five tbousand feet,

wbon it gives place to a blue rocky ridge, from wbicb rises Adam's

Peak, nino tbousand feet, and Haycock Hill, fourteen tbousand.

Tbe fisbing-craft bero is as ingenious as its construction is peculiar.

Being a canoo, scooped out of tbo trunk of a tree, it is too narrow

for safety. It is, tborofore, jirovided witb a float attacbed to out-

riggers at tbo rigbt side. Fleets of tbeso boats arc moving around

us, but, wbatevcr pearls tbo tisbormen may bave taken from tbeso

ricb waters, are too minute for our vision. So, also, if elcpbants

are as numerous on tbo sboros as tbey are represented to be, it

must bo remembered tbat an impenetrable junglo intervenes to

conceal tbom from our sigbt.

Steamship Columbia, 10 p.m., Febniary 8^.—Wbile avc were

writing our latest notes, a summons came for our transsbipiaent

from tbo Bobar to tins steamer.

Point do Galle, or, as it is otberwise called, Gallc, altbough

described in some of tbo geograpbios as having a good barbor, has

just no barbor at all. It bas neitber bay nor roadstead, but a piti-

ful cove, into wbicb the sea forces its way between two short ledges

of rock projecting from the shore. These ledges, wbicb are scarcely

a quarter of a mile apart, seem to break tbe surf, and thus in fair

w^eather afford something like a tranquil anchorage. This anchor-

4
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ago, liowevor, can ftccominodate only flvo or six Bca-going vcsbcIb,

nnd ovury ono of this nninbor is oxposod to great danger if it ]".%l'»

control of its ground-tackle, from hidden coral-rocka. Our fei'.jw-

paLsengcr, Colonel (Jardon, of the nritish Army of India, tells us

thiit one of tlieso rocks wrecked and broke into pieces the steamer

in which he was entering the harbor two years ago.

This afternoon three steamers met hero—the IJchar bound for

Suez, the Columbia for Madras, and a tliird for the Archipelago.

With those camo also a Portuguese man-of-war. The Behar^ just

l)of(iro wo left hero, collided with a largo iron ship, inflicting tho

loHS of a boom, and suffering tho loss of a life-boat and stanchions.

Wo aaked whether this is tho best of tho island ports, and were

nuHwcrcd that Columbo, tho only ono available to tho present trade,

is worse. Nevertheless, tho cove is beautiful to look i4pon. Tho

shore is ton or twelve feet above tho sea, and shaded with palms.

Hero and there a fanciful bungalow may bo seen peeping from

behind tho dense groves. On a gentle elevation is u pi'etty Chris-

tiiin church and spire, confronting a mosque and minarets not less

conspicuous. At tho water's edge is a lino of white fortifications

and barracks, with a lofty gateway leading td the town, built by

the Portuguese. These buildings, substantial and old, are shel-

tered by innnonso trees, of what sort wo are unable to lenrn.

Ten o'clock'.—Until tho moment of writing the last notes, wo

had entertained no hope of treading the soil of fragrant Ceylon.

The captain of the Columbia tendered us his service to go ashore

in his launch. We made our way, not without great ditoculty,

through the crowded shipping to the stono steps under the mediae-

val gateway. Ten minutes sufficed us to walk through the princi-

pal street. Wo rested under tho veranda of a comfortable, mod-

em hotel, making a hundred inquiries concerning the island nnd

its wonders, continually interrupted by tempting offers of c:!rvod

ebony elephants, coffee-wood sticks, cinnamon paper-cutters, Cin-

galese lace, not to speak of diamonds, pearls, rubies, and sapphires.

Having so soon " done " the town and island, we rowed among tho

shipping, dodging a rudder here, a propeller there, and native raft-
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boats on every side, until a flash from the ship's gun summoned all

on board. The most inspiring incident of this day's experience

was the last. T^-o moon had not risen, and the night was dark

and cloudy when our propeller was put in motion. A blue light

on the Columbia's bow signalled that her movement was to begin.

Instantly a brilliant torch, fed by impish natives, blazed on each

one of the hundred beacons which rose on the sharp ledges of the

channel, and soon we were moving through a maze of bonfires to

tlie open sea. At this moment, a full moon, breaking through the

clouds, poured her silver light over land and sea, adding a new

and inconceivable brilliancy to the scene.

Bay of Bengal, February 9th.—The route to Madras requires

that we retrace to the end of the island the course by which we

reached Point de Galle. We are now steering northward, along

the eastern coast of Cjylon.

The island constitutes a distinct British province, and its gov-

ernment is under the direct supervision of the Secretary of State

for India. Its people, all Cingalese, are doubtless of Hindoo

extraction. The prevailing religion, that of Buddha, we are in-

clined to think, flourishes more vigorously there than on the con-

tinent. British and American missionaries labor harmoniously

together, and report that they have one pupil in their schools, for

e- ry ninety of the native population.

We have at last left the Chinese, as well as the American and

European seamen, behind us. All our crew are Hindpos. Except

ourselves, all the passengers are British. They are all civil or mili-

tai*y oflicers of the Government. Within the memories of many of

them, journeys in India were made with elephant-trains. After

this came the Peninsular and Oriental steamers, and now railways.

Business-men go directly by rail from Bombay to Calcutta, while

fiimilies prefer the slower and easier journey by sea around the

peninsula, touching at Ceylon. The steamers also transport the

troops and stores for the Indian army.

We already feel that the continental empire is the one absorb-

ing British interest, to which Ceylon and the Straits Settlement are

:i!
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subordinate. What we hear discussed are the political and social

questions of the capital, Calcutta. Our fellow-passengers condole

with us that our arrival will be too late for the court season.

Off Pondicherry.—It will be remembered that we found the

French in Cochin China fortifying Saigon against German invasion.

We heard yesterday at Point de Galle that one of the conditions of

peace made by King William is the surrender of Pondicherry, the

only other remaining relic of French conquest in the East. Mr.

Seward does not believe the report. While he thinks that France

may withdraw before long from the East, he thinlvs it quite too late

for even united Germany to come here as a civilizer. It would

involve nothing else than an attempt at universal empire, that

dream which began with Alexander, and which lies buried in the

tomb at the Ilotd dea Invalidea.

Pondicherry, without a harbor, is a dismantled city of forty

thousand people, lying within the limits of the province of South

Arcot, and is distant only eighty-seven miles from Madras. The

British have heretofore seized it four times, in as many successive

wars with Frfince, and, although they have as often restored it, it

lies nevertheless completely at their mercy.
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CHAPTER I.
«

MADRAS.

Madras from the Sea.—Governor Napier.—The Government House.—A Hindoo Girla'

School.—Bishop Heber.—British Dominion in India.—Roar-Admiral Cockbum.

—

Machinery of Government.—A Meeting of the Executive Council.—Lord Cornwallis.

—The Legislative Council.—Hindoo Music.

Madras, February Wih.— This voyage of ours, westwa^'d

around the world, subjects us to singular impressions. Since we

left San Francisco, we have seen at every stage a more imposing

demonstration of European power. Thus, we are reaching Europe

by a flank movement.

"We first saw Madras fi'om the sea, at a long distance, through a

blue haze. It seemed commanding and beautiful, a c'^y of Euro-

pean aspect, stretching eight or ten miles along the Coromandel

coast. It contains five hundred thousand people. Here, as at

Yeddo, large gardens intervene between the different districts of

the city. On coming near, its lofty buildings present a dingy

appearance, an indication, we think, of commercial decline, result-

ing h'om the opening of the railway from Bombay to Calcutta.

Captain Napier took us ':'S. the steamer, and brought us directly

to the Government House, the ofticial residence of Francis, Lord

Napier, Governor of the Presidency of Madras. It is a palace half

European, half Oriental, with its proportions and appointments not

unworthy of a magistrate who presides over a country which is as

large as France, and contains almost as many million inhabitants.
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During Lord Napier's residence, as minister of Great Britain in

the United States, a close friendship gi'ew up between him and Mr.

Seward, and between their families. That friendship has continued,

through political and domestic vicissitudes. "We therefore expected

here, as we desired, not eo much a distinguished reception, as a sin-

cere welcome, with much-needed rest. These we are having, but

not without such official demonstrations as we have met elsewhere.

The appointments of Government House are magnificent. "VVe

notice a major-general's staff, with a guard of horse and foot,

blazing in scarlet and gold; civil secretaries, we know not how

many ; servants counted by the score, at the head of whom are

seven native butlers, and at the foot a hundred wallahs (coolies),

who do nothing but keep the ])unkah8 (swinging fans) in motion,

in every part of the house, by day and by night. In the stables,

two hundred horses ; and here we may say, that they have six races

of the animal in India: the "Waler" from Austral! the "Cape"

from Good Hope, the " Arabian," the " Persian," and the country-

bred horse, a cross between the "Arabian" and "Waler," and a

small horse from Burmah, which we like better than any pony we

have seen in Asia.

Madms, F'ibruary WtJi.
—"We accompanied Lady Napier to-

day, at tliree o'clock, to an examination of a Hindoo girls'-school.

Prizes were distributed to one hundred pupils, all under twelve

years. This is the age of marriage in India. Jealous and ambi-

tious parents anticipate it, by marrying their daughters to their

appointed husbands at every stage of infancy and childhood. We
were surprised, although we ought not to have been so, in seeing

the children in this school quite black. They have, however,

straight hair and regular features. They are slender in form and

diminutive in stature, with extremely delicate hands and feet.

They have a sad, pensive manner, entirely free from the content-

ment and abandon which are uuticeablc among the colored children

of the United States. Though of many different castes, all were

dressed in either bright-colored muslins or gauzes interwoven with

gold. Their fine black hair, their earg, their noses, their necks,
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their armt,, their wrists, their ankles, and their toes, were loaded

with ornaments of Silver, gold, pearls, and precious stones. A val-

uation made at our request, of a set of ornaments worn by a child

of six years, gave tho figure of three hundred pounds sterling

!

Tlie prettiest costume of all was worn by a daughter of the con-

verted Hindoo matron of the institution—a green satin vest, low

at the neck, small short sleeves trimmed with gold lace ; white

skirt over which was wound a long, full, rose-colored scarf; the

necklace, car-rings, and nose-rings, of gold coins. From the osten-

tatious display of jewels, we inferred that the children had rich

parents. But we soon learned that these ornaments constitute the

entire fortune and estate of the wearer. Banks, stocks, and other

institutions for the investment of capital, are little known or under-

stood by the Hindoos.

The children answered, some in the Tamil dialect, others in

the Telugu, others in the Hindostanee, Bible questions of history

and geography about as well as our own Sunday-school children of

the same age. They were also examined in the most simple pro-

cesses of arithmetic. A Tamd lyric was prettily sung by one class.

Its plaintive strain recalled our negro melodies. Tie native air,

to which Tamil verses in honor of Lady Napier were sung by the

whole school, unmistakably breathed the refrain of " Dearest Mae."

A Telugu lyric was less musical. Five thousand children are edu-

cated in schools of this sort in Madras. Very few, however, be-

come Christians.

Hindoo names always are significant. "Wo record the names

of three pupils who received the first prizes: Ammaui, Mau -^n

;

Amurdimi, Nectar; Sivaratura, Gem of Life. The best prizes

were Frencli dolls, and were v.,.-h''ed with subdued but immense

delight.

A drive on the surf-beat r. sliore, where foreigners "most do

congregate," closed our first day at Madras.

Madras^ Februanj Vlih.
—"We attended morning service at the

cathedral, a spacious though unostentatious edifice. It was diflieult

at first to compose ourselves under the constant vibration of the
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punkahs, wIul-Ii swing without ceasing over the heads of the largo

congregation. The beautiful hymn which was sung recalled the

memory of Ileber, and a fine marble statue in tlio chancel gave us

the classic lineaments of the great Bishop of Calcutta. He it wns

who was " zealous for his Church, and not forgetful of his station,

but remembering it more for the duties than for the honors that

were attached to it, and infinitely more zealous for the religious im-

provement, and for the happiness and spiritual and worldly good

of his fellow-creatures of every tongue, faith, and complexion."

February lith.—How strange it seems that this dominion of

India, with its two hundred millions of people, should be a de-

pendency on the two small islands of distant Great I>ritain, which

contain only thirty millions 1 And yet there is a reason for it.

Weak and ignorant tribes and nations arc prenerally found depend-

ent on stronger and more enlightened ones, if not absorbed by

them. T)ie dominions of Portugal, which never numbered more

than four millions, were once nearly as extensive as those of Eng-

land. We have already seen the rich Eastern dominion of the

little kingdom of the Netherlands, whose area is about that of

Vermont or Maryland. Indeed, it seems as if dependence is, at

some time, the normal condition of every nation. All prosperous

nations must expand. That expansion will be made on adjacent

regions if practicable ; if not practicable, it will then be made in

those regions, however distant, which offer the least resistance.

There is, however, a thou<?ht, connected with this subject, which

is worth dwelling upon. Why have Portugal, Spain, and France,

failed to retain the foreign dominions they founded, while tlie

United States, Great Britain, and the Netherlands, continually

acquire new territories, instead of losing those already secured?

The reasons must be found in a diflercnce in the characters and

genius of the nations. Portugal colonized only with merchants

and priests, and sought to monopolize the products of her colo-

nies. Spain colonized only with soldiers and priests, and prac-

tised restriction, monopoly, and extortion ; while Great Britain,

Holland, and the United States, send out, for colonists, agricul-
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turists, mechanics, miners, and laborers; and, when they cannot

do this, they introduce cultivation, mining, and the mechanical

arts, among the conquered people. Franco conquers, not for the

development and improvement of the country subdued, or to

increase her own wealth and power, but chioHy for the glory f

the conquest. To compare great things with small, France con-

quers, as the sportsman kills, only to show his skill as a marks-

man.

February 15/A.—Rear-Admiral Cockbuni, her Britannic Majes-

ty's naval commander on the East India station, arrived here in

his flag-ship, the Forte, on the 14th instant. The otticial and

fiishionable circles (by-the-way, both are very much one) all shower

hospitalities upon him and his oflicers. They were entertained

yesterday at dinner at Government House, and participated in the

ball which was given to our party. The ball was in the great

banqueting-hall, which is over the porte-cochere of the palace. Its

roof is «"^iported by a double row of lofty Corinthian columns.

Instead ( i walls, the sides of this tropical ballroom are of movable

lattice-work, admitting the sea-breeze on either side. Though we

have chronicled many balls, this one was too splendid to be omit-

ted. Like Mr. Seward's, however, the admiral's thoughts are not

much diverted by the amusements of society. lie is sixty years of

age, a loyal and veteran British sailor, a good observer, and a zeal-

ous philanthropist. The chief object, at present, of the naval police

which he maintains over these waters, is to suppress the petty trade

in slaves which is still carried on between the eastern coast of

Africa and the shores of the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea, and

the Persian Gulf. Although the two gentlemen were entirely un-

known to each other, Mr. Seward had the pleasant experience of

finding the admiral an intelligent admirer of our country, and a

sympathizer in Mr, Seward's political principles and sentiments.

The admiral has tendered us a cruise in the Forte from Bombay
to Muscat, with an excursion thence to the sites of Nineveh and

Babylon. This voyage, if it be practicable, will be the complement

of our Eastern travels. But it will require an early departure
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from Bombay, to avoid intolornblo bent on tbo Euplirntes as well ns

danguroua munsouim iu the Pcrbiau Gull'.

Fehruarif \(\th.—Tho British conquests in India arc so recent,

that tho civil government can hardly yet bo said to be consolidated.

Within tho vast territories there are three great presidencies—Ben-

gal, with Calcutta its capital ; Madras, its capital the city of Ma-

dras ; and Bombay, its capital Bombay. Tho northern and eastern

portions of tho territory are divided into other provinces—the

Northwest, tho Central, and the Punjaub. A viceroy, appointed

by the crown for four years, resides at Calcutta, and administers a

form of federal government, while each presidency and province

has its own local administration. There is associated with tho vice-

roy an Executive Council, whose members may be regarded as sec-

retaries or ministers charged M'ith portfolios of foreign aftairs,

finance, war, judiciary, post-office, improvements, and education.

This Executive Council, like a cabinet council elsewhere, attends

the viceroy semi-weekly or daily, as he requires. Its members are

residents in India, and they are appointed by the viceroy, with the

consent of tlie crown. "With the consent of this Executive Coimeil,

the viceroy appoints all magisterial and ministerial officers. There

is also a Legislative Council, which consists of the same executive

councillors, with the addition of a few residents of India, selected

by the viceroy with the approval of the crown, to represent com-

mercial and popular interests. This Legislative Council has also a

member of the British bar, appointed by the Home Government, to

be a legal adviser. In each of the councils the viceroy presides.

He can veto, but not without rendering his reasons immediately to

the crown. This Legislative Council, subject to approval from the

Home Government, makes general laws and levies taxes. A major-

ity in each council are British, but four, five, or six prominent na-

tives of India, distinguished for rank, property, or merit, are added

to each. Tho Executive Council sits with closed doors ; the Legis-

lative Council debates in public. Its proceedings are reported as

fully as those of the British Parliament, or of our own Congress.

The governments of the several presidencies and provinces are con-
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evinces arc con-

KtriKtcd entirely on tlio same model with tlint of tlic federal or im-

perial government just described. Thu8 it will bo seen that the

fTdverninent of Hritirth India ditlers from that of the United States

chieliy in ita denial of the elective principle. All its appointments

are derived directly or indirectly from the crown.

The {greatest social difficulty of the Government consists in con-

tendinj; ajrainst the ancient laws and customs oi caste. A touching

iiiciileiit, which may be regarded as sljowing the protest of human

nature against the laws of caitte, has just occurred : A young native

woman was indicted for the murder of her child, whose father was

of a lower caste than her own, and with which intermarriage was

forbidden. She confessed that she strangled the infant rather than

lose her caste. The jury, half native, half foreign, pronounced hor

not guilty, notwithstanding her confession.

But the government of India, as wo have described it, is not

established in all parts of the conquered territory. There arc

many districts, some very large ones, which still remain under the

government, more or less absolute and exclusive, of native heredi-

tary princes, not unlike the Indian " nations" in the United States.

All these provinces acknowledge tho sui)remacy of the British Gov-

ernment, and admit of its intervention in the local administration

by way of advice or protest. Some of them, more independent

than others, retain the sinijile relation of aUies, ott'cnsive and de-

fensive, with the Government at Calcutta. Other native princes

Kul)mit to have their revenues collected by the Calcutta Goveni-

meiit, and even applied by it for the welfare and improvement of

the districts. Some admit judicial interference, others exclude it.

Some maintain armies, others liave siirrendered that power. All

India, doubtless, is in a transition state. Of such native districts or

provinces, there are encircled within the limits of the Presidency

of Madras, Travancore at tho north end of the peninsula, Cape

Comorin, Mysore in the centre of the peninsula, and Hyderabad

in the northern part of the peninsula. The Prince of IVIysore is

divested of all authority, and, while allowed his titular rank, is a

])ensioncd vassal, living under snn'ctlhwce. The other two princes

arc allies ottensive and defensive of the British crown, and are
20
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practically independent. Mr. Seward is attentively studying the

working of tliis complex governmental machinery. IIo confesses

that he thinks it would hardly go on smoothly in the United

States!.

If a person, native or foreign, desires an audience of the gov-

ernor, whether on business or not, he registers his name ux the

visitors' hook in the adjutant's office. After two weeks, more or

less, the governor gives notice that he w^ill hold a public brcakfiisi

at the palace, at which those who have registered their names will

be received. At this entei'tainment each person submits his appli-

cation in turn.

Mr. Lincoln used to receive promptly all who came to the

White House before four o'clock in the afternoon. Mr. Seward

has known many people sleep in the hall of the White House all

night to receive an early audience in the morning.

On the 14:th, Mr. Seward drove with the governor to

Fort St. George, where iiis lordship was to hold an Executive

Council. Even this simple affair was made the occasion of a

pageant greater than is ever seen at Washington except at inau-

guration. The governor was escorted by fifty sepoys, huge white

umbrellas were held over hi in and over the heads of the ministers

as they respectively avrived at the gate of the fortress. A corps of

retainers attended each up the staircase and to the door of the

council-chamber. The opening of the session was announced by

the firing of a gun. Mr. Seward was received by the members, and,

after a pleasant interview, withdrew to amuse himself with a sur-

vey of this celebrated fortification. With its foundation, in 1639,

the story of Britisli conquest in India began. It is identified with

tlie memorable wars, parti(!ularly those of Lord Clive, by wliieli

that conquest Kis been perfected. Besides an arsenal, it contains a

double line of bomb-proofs to accommodate one thousand men.

The esplanade in front of the fort is protected against the sea by a

massive stone-wall.

A statue of Lord Comwallis is a principal embellislimcnt. It

was a surprise lo us Americans to sec so honorable a monument

raised in these colonies to the geneial who surrendered the last of
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the British armies at Yorktown, and so yielded the last resistance

to the independence of the American colonies. The British gen-

eral, however, retric\(d that misfortune by a successful and brill-

iant career as Governor-General of India. Happily for his fame,

his .Vraerican disaster is as little remembered by the British nation,

as his successes in India are remembered in the United States.

Mr. Seward recalls a curious anecdote connected with the Com-
wallis surrender at Yorktown. Henry Laurens, of South Carolina,

had been president of the Continental Congress, and had been

appointed minister to the Netherlands. He was captured on his

passage and imprisoned in the Tower of London, and held for trial

as a traitor to the crown. General "Washington showed his con-

sideration for the father by delegating Captain Laurens, the son of

the imprisoned minister, to receive the sword of Cornwallis at York-

town. When news of the surrender reached London, Henry Lau-

rens was brought before the Court of King's Bench, and discharged

from imprisonment on his own recognizance. They say that ho

persisted in amending the recognizance by intei*polating the word

not. "I, Henry Laurens, acknowledge myself to be held and firmly

bound unto " not " my sovereign lord. King George the Third,"

and that Lord Mansfield, finding him obstinate, said, "Let him

take the recognizance in his own way."

February 18th.—Mr. Seward attended to-day a session of the

Legislative Council. The morning jjripers describe the council and

audience as follows :
" At the meeting of the Legislative Council

held at the council-chambers of Fort St. George to-day, there were

present the Right Honorable Lord Nai>ier, President, the Honora-

ble A. J. Arbuthnot, J. B. Norton, J. D. Surin, P. Macfadyon, A.

F. Brown, Mir Ilumayoon, Jah Bahadur, Gu Gujapatti Bow, and

Y. Ranucugae.

" The Honorable William H. Seward, Mr. J. Sutherland, and a

European pensioner were present."

We learn that the Mr. Sutherland mentioned is himself the

reporter, but all inquiries have failed to ascertain why the third

auditor was described by the vague term of "European pensioner."
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As the names of the councillors would imply, five are British,

and four are natives. The subject was a project of a law to raise

revenue for education, police, and irrigation, witliin the presidency.

The debates disclosed the fact that there is no recognized line of

separation between the powers of the " Imperial " Government, at

Calcutta, and those of the provinces, in regard to the rights of taxa-

tion and the sources of revenue. The debates on this occasion

revealed what in the United States would be distinguished as a

strong jealousy of State rights—a jealousy, indeed, so great as to

endanger the entire tabric of government if appeal could be allowed

to popular suffrage. Practically, however, these demonstrations

are of little value. The "Imperial" Government may do what it

lists
;
provincial authority is rather ornamental than effective. All

the members spoke, or, rather, read written speeches. Those of the

natives were not less able and instructive than those of the British.

It is a curious illustration of the inevitable presence of faction in

every form of government, that, although this Legislative Council

consists of only eleven members, all of whom derive their appoint-

ments from the crown and are responsible to it alone, it is never-

theless divided into two parties, and we strangers, who have been

less than a week here, already understand them.

Virgil sang "arms and the man," who, driven to exile, left ]m

native land to build a state on a foreign shore. Our theme seems

to be, arts and the men who voluntarily go into exile to build a

state in distant lands.

Three bands were summoned this morning, to give us an idea

of native music. All their instruments, with the exception of two

violins, were Indian reeds, lutes, and drtnns. The perfornianccs

were elaborate, but unmusical and unintelligible. We asked tluir

meaning. The performers e\))lained with manifest alacrity. Wc
regret to say that even after this explanation we were unable to dis-

tinguish the dirge for a lost soul from the ei)ithalamium. Wlioii

the first had l)een performed. Lord Xa])ier asked the leader, a slen-

der Hindoo with large, flashing eyes and graceful bearing, to recite

and interpret the words of the melody. He rose, made profoiiiul

ml<inu^ and then, standing erect, in solemn and measured manner

Ml
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chanted his answer :
" The words, my lord, arc an appeal to the

gods, to allow the poor soul to be consumed immediately with fire,

that it may no longer be tormented with remorse." We had

already become weary of the performance, when the third band

broke into a discordant imitation of the old "Lancers" quadrille.

The musicians were dismissed forthwith, ilot much to their satisfac-

tion, although largely rewarded, for they had reckoned on a full

day's performance. Hindoo music must have declined here, or it

nuist have been very much improved in Java since its introduction

there.



CHAPTER II.

MADRAS {Continued).

An Excursion to Arcot.—Railroads in Hindostan.—Appearance of the Country.—The

Homage of Flowers.—Cauvorypak.—The Native System of Cultivation.—Visit to

a Bi'amin.—Schools.—A Car of Juggernaut.—The Dutch Reformed Mission.—Back

to Madras.—The Portuguese Settlement.—GIndy Park.—A Diamond Merchant.—

Lord and Lady Napier.—fhe Normal School.

Felyruary 20^A.
—
"We left Madras on the 18th, with Lord Na-

pier, in a special train. Arcot, the capital of the famous province

of that name, is seventy miles distant from Madras. A renewal of

railroad travel, after an interval of six months, in which we had

come half-way around the globe, was exhilarating. The road, tlie

engine, and the cars, are of European construction, and even tlic

coal is imported from Wales. The gauge, five feet eight, is uniform

in India ; but the Government, on considerations of economy, has

concluded to contract it to the very narrow one recently proposed in

Europe. There are three clasbcs of passengers, the third the cheap-

est and most numerous. The soil of the region through which wo

passed is light ; the rocks, grajiite. The landscape wears a dull,

yellowi.sli color, although there is no want of palm and cactus. "VVe

seemed to be travelling alternately through sandy fields or meadows

covered with stagnant water. We soon learned, however, tliat

th'ise pools are artificial reservoirs for irrigation. In some places,

the prevailing sterile aspect is relieved by fields of growing rice.

The peasantry dress chiefly in wh;:e. The herds of very small cat-

tle are more numerous than we expected to find in a country where
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the people abstain from animal food. The country seemed entirely

level, but we gained in the journey an ascent of one thousand feet

on the base of the Ncilgherry Mountains, one of the three gi'eat

ranges which traverse the Indian peninsula. At this point, we

might have supposed that we were entering the Rocky Mountains

at Cheyenne.

As we rolled over the plain into the shaded streets of the an-

cient city of Ranepet, Mr. Seward said to Lord Napier, " Isow I

know, for the first time, that British authority is firmly established

in India."

We seem, on this excursion, to be reviewing the history of the

conquest. The mountain-passes, the plains, and the monuments,

continually recall to our thoughts the first seizure of Madras ; the

subsequent contentions, conflicts, - rprises, stratagems, fears, con-

spiracies, extortions, rapacities, and massacres, which, continuing

through a period of two hundred and fifty years, have ended at

last with the suppression of the mutiny of 1857.

In 1745, there was a native war for tne succession of the king-

dom of the Carnatic, which included the province of Arcot. The

French, at Pondicherry, maintained the cause of one claimant ; the

British, at Trinchinopoly and Madras, maintained the other. Ma-

dras was closely besieged by the French and allies. Clive, then

merely a clerk in the British East India Company's ofiice at Ma-

dras, proposed to force a raising of the siege by making a move

on Arcot. His brilliant success in surprising and capturing and

holding it four months, with less than four hundred men, against

ten thousand French and native troops, was the beginning of the

matchless career of that leader whom the elder Pitt pronounced a

" heaven-born general."

Notice of the governor's coming to Arcot had been sent forward.

The native collector of revenue met us at Ranepet, the railway-

station for that district. He is thirty years old, speaks English

fluently, and was elaborately dressed in native costume. He was

surrounded by some dozen Hindoos. He proceeded at once to

place in Lord Napier's hands flevers and fresh limes, at the same

time covering him with garlands of flowers. When the agent had
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been presented to us, we were severally honored with the same

compliment. We inquired whether this was a voluntaiy and popu-

lar expression of welcome, or a prescribed one, and learned that the

ceremony is the Hindoo form of homage to a ruler. At the gate

of the station we encountered a crowd, obsequious rather than

respectful, who threw flowers in our path, and invested us with

new wreaths. Thus splendidly adorned, we passed under a floral

arch to the carriages. At the instant of stepping in, a Hindoo band

broke into a musical jargon, which frightened the horses, threaten-

ing us with serious daHger. A sepoy body of infantry had loaded,

intending to honor his excellency with a fusillade, but at our re-

quest that ceremony was dispensed with. We drove over a good

turnpike causeway to the village of Ranepct, a suburb of Arout.

The road is bordered with mangoes, tamarinds, yellow flowering

acacia, and the Acacia vera, whose juice when coagulated is guni-

Arabic. Honorary green arches decorated the way, and innumera-

ble flambeaux illuminated it. The approach to the town showed us

the never-failing Hindoo temple, which, however small, is always

graceful in form, and elegant in construction ; opposite to it, is a

Mohammedan mosque, and, farther on, a chapel of the Church of

England, and an American mission meeting-house. Here also are

the offices of the collector of the revenue. These buildings, together

with the barracks and many weather-worn monumehts of British

heroes who fell here, are the only relics of the city of Arcot, so dis-

tinguished in the history of the conquest. For aught we can see,

the natives have forgotten, if they ever had the idea of, political

independence. We were the guests of the British superior oflicer

of the district. Yesterday morning our party divided ; Lord Napior

and Mr. Seward went to see the fountain and agricultural village

of Cauverypak, distant thirty miles. Artificial conduits intercept

mountain-torrents, and convey their waters to this reservoir, which

is enclosed by a granite wall supported by broad embankments. A
dam, forty feet high, is raised across the natural outlet. The em-

bankments are strengthened, on the outer declivity, by mango and

palm trees. Thus the reservoir forms a lake of pure water, high

above the surrounding country, which is five miles wide and seven
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miles long—and, at high water, thirteen feet deep. We have taken

pains to describe this pretty lake of Cauvcrypak, because it is a

good specimen of ancient reservoirs, constructed for irrigation,* in

the country—which are innumerable—and all of which alike bear

the ugly name of " tank."

The system of culture will be easily understood when we have

mentioned that a b''oad plain stretches away from the base of the

foimtain farther than the eye can reach. Out of this plain arise

thirty-two gentle knolls, on each of which stands an agricultural

village, and these villages contain an aggi'egate population of a

hundi'cd and fifty thousand. Cauverypak is one of these. These

people cultivate the entire plain in fields varying from an acre

to fifteen acres. The staple production is rice. Grounds which,

owing to a drought, fail to receive a full supply of water from the

reservoir, are called " dry fields," and these are tilled with cereals

and vegetables, or serve as pasturage .^or sheep and cattle. Cau-

verypak was found exactly in its present condition by the first

British adventurers, but it stands without record or tradition.

It was a principle of the system of native government in India,

that not only all the lands, but also all the waters in a province,

belong to the reigning prince, whatever title he might wear, king,

maharajah, rajah, or nawab. lie leased them to zemindars (large

landlords), or to ryots (lesser farmers), who paid for their use

according to a tariff graduated with just relation to the productive-

ness of the estates.

The British Government has come into the places of the princes,

and the Madras presidency maintains the "tanks," and receives

the rents. The average rent is four dollars per acre.

Drought is a normal incident in India, and i? the cause of the

famines of which we so often read. In such cases the Government

remits the rents, but the zemindars and ryots are nevertheless left

without means for the support of their families. The extortion

practised upon them by usurers is frightful. Cauvcrypak village

contains ten thousand people, three hundred of whom are ryots

;

the others chiefly mechanics and laborers. Many of the ryots

belong to the privileged castes of Bramins, who were not only
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exempt from labor, but forbidden it. Lord Nnpicr and Mr. Sew-

ard \(ero received by the chief Bramin ryot at his house. It is a

stone structure of one low story, with reception-room, dining-room,

kitchen, and stable, built around on all sides of an open square.

In the centre of the square, was a reservoir, an open cistern for

gathering and holding rain. Again we ask, Did the Romans bor-

row their imjjluvium from the East? In rear of this quadrangular

building is another of exactly the same form and dimensions. The

one opening on the street is the dwelling of the ryot and his family

;

the other is appropriated to the use of visitors. In the stable are

six small oxen, which are used in cultivation, the whole six valued

at seventy-five dollars. The manure, like the animals themselves,

being sacred, is carefully preserved for burning in the temples.

Hindoo architecture has a peculiar feature. The veranda, indis-

pensable in this climate, is supported by delicate, palm-shaped

columns, each of which is ornamented with a broad brass band at

the top. There are no bedrooms, but each corridor or passage-

way has at eacli end a dais eighteen inches high, covered with a

mat, which serves for a bed. The small garden-plat attached to

the house is filled with cocoa-nut trees, bananas, and beans. The

Bramia's furniture is simple enough. lie has two plain tables,

two bamboo chairs, and several fine silken rugs. Refreshments are

not usually oflered, but on this occasion fresh milk was served in

brazen jugs. The village has two Hindoo temples and one

mosque. The school, maintained by the Madras government, has

a hundred and fifty native pupils. Besides this, there are twenty

native schools, some Hindoo, some Mohammedan, where pupils are

received and taught separately, with careful regard to their social

castes. Mr. Seward asked the ryot, who is a spiritual authority,

whether education is approved by the Bramins. " Yes," answered

the Hindoo. " Why ? " " Because it is pleasing to the gods."

" Why does it please the gods 1 " " Because it iiiii)roves the mind,

and makes it appreciative of heaven."

The poor villagers gathered around the visitors, and some of

the older ones seemed desirous of conversation. They gave !Mr.

Seward an account of the number of pupils in e;>di of the several
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schools. They seemed confounded when ho asked if these num-

bers included the girls ; they rei)Hed, " Only the boys." When
asked how the girls are educated, they said, " No girls are educated

except Nautch girls."

Passing through an open paved square, Mr. Seward's attention

was caught by a rough, uncouth, and unwieldy vehicle. It consists

of a platform ten feet long and eight feet wide, laid upon axles, on

which turned four wooden wheels, all of one size, not more than

ten or twelve inches in diameter. In front of the platform stands

a carved and unpainted idol, ten feet high, with hideous allegorical

emblems and devices. This is a car of Juggernaut. It is drawn

tlirough the streets by the people, during sacred ceremonies. Im-

molation of devotees is now forbidden by British law. There would

seem, however, to be little need for that prohibition. It would

require great skill and effort on the part of a votary to get his neck

under the wheels of the awkward machine. If we did not know

that superstition is as blind as it is overpowering, we could not

believe that any human mind could conceive such a deformed and

misshapen statue to be a god. Mr. Seward's survey of the interest-

ing little village closed with an exploration of the suburb which is

allotted to the panahs, the lepers, the outcasts of India. Their

habitations are mean and wretched beyond description, but their

condition is not without a compensation. While all other castes

are obliged by their laws to abstain from animal food, and forbid-

den to take animal life, the pariahs are allowed to use the car-

casses of the animals to;md dead. In this way, they have become

the tanners of tne country. It is no wonder that they a:o care-

fully watched, to prevent their slaying domestic animals under the

pretext of finding them dead.

During their long drive, Lord Napier and Mr. Seward saw only

one beggar, and he was blind—a Bramin. Having been led up

to their carriage by neighbors, he declined to receive alms, because

he had left behind him his brazen basin through which he alone

could accept coin from any one not of his own caste, without per-

sonal contamination. When, however, he felt the weight of a

rupee carefully dropped into his sleeve, he turned his eyeballs
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in tlio direction from which the party had come, and sung a plain-

tive native melody. Lord Napier asked how old ho was ; ho

answered, "Seventy." "What is the song you have sung so

sweetly 'i
" " It is a hynm of praise to the gods whom your lord-

ship i)as8cd on the road as you came here," " How is it you sing

to the gods, when they have made you blind ? " " The gods have

indeed willed that I shall be blind," the mendicant Hindoo replied,

" but they protect me still."

During Mr. Seward's absence the ladies remained at Ranepet.

They had appointed to attend early worship at the missionary-

chapel. The matin summons was sounded, not by bells, but by a

noisy chattering of birds. Springing up and going quickly to tliu

veranda, they saw that the deciduous trees around the bungalow

(which had dropped nearly all their leaves) were as green as ever,

for they were filled with parrots and paroquets.

The Arcot missior. of the Dutch Reformed Church of America

(now the Reformed Church) was established in 1855, by three

brothers Scudder, sons of the eminent missionary who labored here

thirty years ago. Beyond a doubt, the success of this mission 18

due to the persevering energy and winning address of these

pi'eachers, but it was mt>re to their happy combination of medical

practice with their religious teachings. Medical science and skill

are at a low ebb on the Asiatic Continent, while they have attained

a high development in the West. This superiority Is known auJ

felt even by the very lowest classes in the East. The Christian

physician, who comes to heal the body, naturally finds his patient

in a proper temper for the healing of the soul.

The municipal district in which the Arcot mission is established

is about one hundred and sixty miles square. The missionaries

found within it only thirty-five native Christians, and thcpe were

without a church or a school. The missionaries (six in number)

have now fifty native helpers, avIio teach day-school in seventoeu

villages. They have their boarding-schools, two for boys, me for

girls, all voluntary pupils. The con vert r, intermarry. The chil-

dren thus educated, alt lough belonging to all the various castes of

the country, are placed upon a footing of complete equality. The
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green as ever,

bMrding-scliool at llanepet, wliich is the most successful one, oc-

cupies la -go governr/ipnt barracks. Dr. Scudder has introduced

some tratdcs into this school, the principal one that of weaving on

native looms. But even a more beneticcnt institution than these

schools is a medical hospital. The Mailras government appropri-

ates to it, in addition to the requisite buildings, one hundred and

seventy-two rupees (about eighty-five dollars) monthly. The in-

stitution was foimfled in 18(50, and, during the past -^c^r^fftij-three

thousand nine hundred and sixty-three patients were gratuitously

treated from its dispensary. Seven hundred and fifty-three of

these were in-door patients, who were provided with beds, food,

and clothing. Lord Napier has added to this useful charity a

spacious house in which persons of different castes may prepare

their own food and live separately, according to their native cus-

toms. This noble mission draws from its patrons in the United

States only twenty-five thousand dollars a year. The simple

homes, frugal habits, and patient labors, of these missionaries and

their families, are worthy of«all praise and admiration. The mis-

sionaries are full of hope, though tliey confess the work of conver-

sion is very slow. They gain only one hundred a year within the

district. Nevertheless a manifest improvement in the condition of

t!te people is visible. With this improvement, if it shall go on, wo

must be content, for we trust that

—

"Wliatovor creed bo tauglit or land bo trod,

Man's conscience is tbo oraclo of God."

February 23(7.
—
"We visited yesterday the suburb called the

" Portuguese Settlement ; " so called, not because it is under Por-

tuguese jurisdiction, but ueoausc it was the site of the Portuguese

factory, before the British conquest. Its inhabitants, of native and

mixed Portuguese, arc Christians, and speak the Portuguese lan-

guage. They have a cathedral, with an exemplary bishop from

Lisbon. The ca<"hcdral bears the name of St. Thomas, to whom
tradition attributes the first teaching of the gospel here. However

this particular fact may be, the opinion that that apostle preached

the gospel on the Coromandel coast is well supported by historical
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orguincntH. Marco Polo I'ouiul n:itivo Cliristiiins hero, who claimed

that their church was pluiiteil by the doubting diHcijtlo. Vasco do

(}amft found native Chrirttians on the coast during hia settond voyage

of discovery, (iuides show us the hill and cave at Malapoo, where

it ia alleged that St. Thoiiias sought refuge and sulfered martyrdom.

They say that even the threshold of the euvo still bears the impress

of his foot.

(jhuhj Pari', Fehruanj 2Uh.—Wo have como to pass a day at

this summer palace. On tho way wo inspected a " model farm,"

which ia maintained by tho Madras government. Three hundred

ncrcs are divided into two equal parts, of which one is used for tho

cultivation of exotic grains, plants, and seeds ; the other is culti-

vated with European implements only—tho design being to com-

mend Western agriculture to tho natives. We learn that tho

institution gains favor. Wo were much interested in a small ham-

let through which wo passed. The inhabitants arc wanderers from

Northern India. It is maintained, not without plausibility, that

the Gypsies of Europe are descended from the samo class. Their

pretty habitations are in mango-orchards, and are built of brunches

of palm, cxactlif in the shape of a beehive. They gather the fruit,

and pay to the Madras government an annual rent of two rupees

(a dollar) a year for each tree. We imagine they arc tho only rent-

paying tenants of their outcast race. We have seen a specimen of

Hindoo village-schools. Thirty boys, most of them naked, were

pitting in the sand, under tho shade of a widc-sproading mango-

tree, in a circle. Tho master stood in tho centre, rod in hand, and

gave out successive lessons, in the Tamil language, in spelling and

arithmetic. The whole school, simultaneously, took tho words from

his mouth, giving them back with their own ; and at tho same time

wrote the words with their lingers in the sand. Those cliildren

showed great agility, as well as quickness of apprehension. Xo

sooner had they written the text in the ground, than they sprang to

their feet, raised their right hands to their foreheads and made a

salam, indicating that they wore ready to receive the next lesson.

We crossed a stone bridge which has stood a hundred and fifty
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years with only tho repair of a parajjet. A small tcncnicnt beneath

the bridge was pointed out to us tia tho dwelling of the descendants

t»f the Armenian merchant who brought himself to jjoverty in build-

ing the nnigniticent structure.

(.tindy House is even mure extensive and elegant than Govern-

ment House at Madras. Tho park contains fifteen hundred acres.

Native deer, of the four kinds known in India, sport on the lawns.

Instead of alighting at a gate or porte-cochere, wo were driven to

a shade in the beautiful gardens. They exhibit a luxurianco

unknown in colder clinuites. Every wall, every thatched roof,

every gateway and column, seems to have been especially designed

to support a flowering creeper, which nearly conceals the structiire,

and these plants are as various in hue as in tlio form of tendril or

leaf. Etiorts are made to produce northern exotics, as studied as

those which wo at homo make to cultivate tropical plants. Tho

success in each case is about the same.

We doubt which was most ellective, tho gorgeous display of

flowers around us, or tho dew-drops which glistened on grass, and

flowers, and trees, under the rays of the morning sun. The heat

increasing rapidly, we took shelter under a noble mango, where

tl'^! morning libation of tea was made. We talked and laughed at

translations of the highly-imaginative native poetry. Wc dined

en familk at tho palace, and, as tho evening shades came on,

adjourned to a fete-champitrc in the gardens. The society of

Madras was there. If any thing was needed to heighten the brill-

iant scene, it was found in the excpilsite music of the military

bands, w'hich ])layed airs in echo across tho broad park and on its

beautiful lakes.

Madras, Fehruary 20^A.—New acquaintances and now studies.

The diamond merchant is an important personage in every Asiatic

country, for tliamonds are the favorite investment of wealth. An
eminent Armenian of that class breakfasted at Govcnmient IIouso

this morning. His organ <.r perception is strongly developed, and

he has a shrewd, almost furtive expression. lie was entertained

in the most acceptable manner by being allowed to exhibit for
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our instruction the contents of his waistcoat-pockets, consisting of

diamonds of every size and of every water, jewels quite sufficient

for a coronation, and even enough to satisfy the ambition of a Fifth

Avenue belle. He gave us a relation of what he considered the

greatest transaction of his life : Having acquired in the course of

trade an extraordinary diamond, he sent his son to Europe to sell

it. The son was admitted to the Tuileries, and the empress bought

it ; it is one of the " pear-shaped " diamond car-rings which figured

so conspicuously in the inventory of her jewels. The empress

called for "the regent," anil showed it to the young Armenian.

'*My son," said the merchant, " was permitted to take that cele-

brated gem in his hand ; he looked into it through tears of joy,

and did not give it back i.util he had pressed it to his lips."

Evening.—It will be a mournful day for Madras when Lord and

Lady Napier take their leave. While he builds and endows uni-

versities and hospitals, there is no charity which she neglects. We
visited an orphan asylum with her to-day, and afterward an asylum

for the children of the Sepoys. Although the studies for the day

we-*e ended, and the children were at play in the grounds, they

came cheerfully up and took their places in the examination-room.

They inquired what they should sing for us. Mr, Seward proposed

" From Greenland's icy mountains." They sang it in full chorus,

and insisted upon our naming another. They sang this too ; then,

following us to the gate, gave us " God save the Queen."

Perhaps the best, certainly the most interesting, of these noble

charities, is the normal school for the instruction of native women.

It has fifteen pupils, all of high caste. They are educated free of

charge, and even paid for their attendance. They are driven to

and from the school-house in close carriages, so that they may not

be " seen of men." We fear that the importance of this noble .stop

toward the civilization of the East is scarcely realized at homo.

We noticed among the pupils a girl of seventeen, distinguisliod

from her dark-eyed companions by a sad demeanor and plaintive

voice. In a single year she had lost her husband whom she loved,

and her only child. The 'aws of her caste doomed her to seclusion
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and celibacy for life, to give up her jewels, friends, and hopes. The
normal school allows her activity, cheerfulness, and usefulness.

We learn that the J)uke of Argyll, Secretary for India, takes a
deep interest in the institution, and has just sent out from England
a young lady to take charge of it, who was educated for that pur-
pose in the United States.

TUB rtLKF AT MAUBAS.

^M



CHAPTER III.

FROM MADRAS TO CALCUTTA.

The Surf at Madras.—On the Bay of Bengal.—The Lion-Whelps.—The Iloogly.—The

Viceroy's Invitation.—Earl and Countess Mayo.—Glimpse.s of Calcutta,—The Baboo.

—The Baboo's House and Ilarem.—The Government House.

Steamei' AustmUa, Bay of Bengal, Fehruary 27th.—The surf

never ceases to beat and break against the sliore at Madras. A
dozen years ago an attempt was made to overcome the diffictdty by

extending a pier into the sea. But there was found neither ca])i-

tal nor engineering skill anywhere sufficient to make the work

eii'ective.

We insisted on leaving the shore in the primitive way. A
native surf-boat, eighteen feet long, five feet vide, and six feet deep,

was hauled high and dry on the beach. The boat is constructed

with bamboo-withes instead of spikes and nails, to prevent leakage,

and of material so light, and proportions so exact, that no weight of

water will cause it to sink. It is presumed always that, notwitli-

standing the boat is so deep, it will till in going through the break-

ers. For this reason, the passengers, as well as the oarsmen, sit on

benches which are stretched across the boat's brim, and each bench

serves as a brace for the feet of the occupants of the bench behind it.

We were lifted in chairs by Hindoos and sjnlled on the benches in

the stern, under the awning of British flags. A secretary and an

iiide-de-carnp of the governor were with us, and we enjoyed our
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new excitement as our score of boatmen, with merry shouts and

cheerful song, laboriously forced the boat through the foaming

surf.

We sailed at four o'clock. If the thought gave ns sadness that

we were never to see Madras again, wo consoled ourselves with the

reliection that, even if a return were possible, we should not find

there the same friends ; and what could we see, or know, or enjoy,

there without them ?

Bay of Bengal, Febnianj '•ISth.—Once again on the same calm

sea, with the same southern breezes, protected by the broad awning

from the same burning sun. Our two weeks of rest and recreation

at Madras already seem not so much an episode of our voyage, as

a refreshing and inspiring dream. At daylight wo had reached

shoal water, and a channel marked by lighted buoys. Birds sur-

I'ounded the ship in great numbers. Sailing-ships and steamers

continually shot by us. Consulting the chart, we found that, al-

though no land was visible, Ave had entered between the capes

which guard the entrance of the Hoogly into the bay of Bengal.

We took a native pilot.

The Iloogly is one of the rivers which, dividing into a thou-

siind creeks, and tlirongh as many lagoons, discharge the mighty

riuod of the Ganges. Ever-moving sand-bars render the navigation

here uncertain and perilous. We slackened our speed from forty-

nine to fourteen revolutions until the fiood-tide set in. Low, sandy

shores at length appeared. Subject at all seasons to terrible inun-

dations, they have never been reclaimed for tillage, and are often

strewn with the bodies of animals, and sonuitimcs with human

l)n(lies.

Our ship ought to receive a demonstrative welcome at Calcutta,

for she bears two AtVican lion-whelps to grace the menagerie of

sonic potentate there ; whether native prince or European viceroy,

we have not learned. Although but three months old, these

"habes" have attained a large size. They stare at us boldly with

fhcir big green eyes, anil switch their tails with a savage inde-

]tcu(lcncc.
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March \.8t.—The Iloogly has slirunk to the width of the Hud-

son at Poughkeepsie. The vegetation here is aa hixiK-iant as at the

equator. Very soon, however, these pahu-shaded tiehls, though so

freshly overflowed, will become dry and brown.

Although we are entering Calcutta before the vernal equinox,

the heat is already intense. If we distrust our strength to explore

the continent before us, we have nevertheless the inspiring thought

that we arc floating on the Ganges we have so long desired to see-

the Ganges, notwithstanding it is called here by the less eupho-

nious name of the Iloogly.

Calcutta, Mai'ch 2rl.—As we approached the wharf yesterday,

the viceroy's barge—manned by thirty Bengalese boatmen in scarlet

livery—rounded up to the Australia's side. Major Burne (private

secretary of the viceroy) came on board, accompanied by the

United States consul-general, Mr. Jacobs, and Mr. McAllister, an

American residing here. Major Burne delivered a letter from the

viceroy, inviting us to be guests at Government House during our

stay here. Mr. Sowaril had before accepted the invitation of the

consul-general and Mr. McAllister. The matter was quickly com-

promised, with the understanding that, after passing some days

with our countrymen, we should accept the hospitalities of tlie

viceroy.

Last night happened to be a •' state " one at the opera ; that is

to say, the performance then was to be honored by the presence of

the viceroy. The representation of '' Lucia di Lannncrmoor " by an

Italian troupe, before a fashionable ussend)lage, made us aware that

we had at last reached the Eastern verge of Western society.

Earl Mayo and the Countess of Mayo, in the cei\.tral box, wore sur-

rounded by their suite, and a group of native princes, or rajahs,

whose gold and jewels far outshone those worn by the ladies of the

viceregal court. Between the acts Mr. Seward was presented to

the viceroy, and afterward to the brilliant circle. His lordship in-

sisted that Mr. Seward, without taking upon himself the trouble of

making a preliminary visit, should with his tamily lunch at Govern-

ment House to-day, and then, or as soon after as convenient, become
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inmates of that hoiiseliold. lie was further informed that carriages

and barges wouhl be at his orders during his stay here.

The Earl of Mayo is purely Irish. He is tall, handsome, and

has a commanding presence, with manners which, though dignified,

are frank and genial. As Lord Naas, ho was many years a conser-

vative member of Parliament, and was Secretary for Ireland during

tlic Disraeli administration.

March 2d, Evening.—We have enjoyed a pleasant morning at

Government House. This evening, the few iimericans residing

here dined with us at Mr. McAllister's. The fact that they all

hail from Boston is creditable to the enterprise of that intellectual

city.

During the day we had some glimpses of Calcutta. If it were

in the West, its aspect would hardly justify the distinction it bears

—"the City of Palaces." The government buildings are indeed

extensive, numerous, and substantial ; but, in point of architecture,

they arc respectable rather than imposing. Private dwellings of

foreigners combine European solidity with the graceful Oriental

verandas and columns; but they have no pretentious magnificence.

The native city contains many stately residences of pleasant aspect,

but generally the dwellings are low and common. The appearance

of the whole city (the foreign as well as the native part) is spoiled

by a wretched stucco which, by exposure to the weather, becomes

dingy and discolored. The suburbs on the river-banks are disfig-

ured with brick-yards, counted not by hundreds, but by thousands.

The array would seem to indicate that the city is enjoying a vigor-

ous growth ; inquiry, however, brings out the fact that no sand fit

for building is found in the vicinity, and bricks uvc therefore burned

and pulverized as a substitute for that necessary article.

March 4th.—A northeaster set in on the 1st, and we have

since had cold rains. The "oldest inhabitant" says that this is a

new freak of the clinuUc. Hard as it has rained, we have never-

theless been obliged to go abroad, for—after seven months' travel,

as may be easily imagined—we have pretty much come to the
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unhappy condition of our celebrated countrywoman, " Miss Flora

McFlimsey." Our troubles are aggravated at the state of the

market, which, they say, is just experiencing the calamitous efiects

of the war between Germany and France. (tIovcs are not to be

had in Calcutta.

The " J«Aoo," called by Burke, in his invective against Warren

Hastings, the *' banyan," is a native trained to trade, and speaks

English. Like the comprador in China and Japan, he attaches

himself to a mercantile house, to an official contractor, or some

other business concern (either native or foreign), and negotiates

commercial matters ; receiving commissions from one party or the

other, according to circumstances. He often rises to wealth and

influence. One of this class solicited a visit from Mr. Seward, add-

ing that, while the baboo and his sons would receive him, the ladies

would be welcomed by the zenana. Such a courtesy is rarely, if

ever, extended to foreigners.

The foundation of this baboo's fortune was laid by his father

long ago, in connection with an American house ; and the present

incumbent, who is seventy years old, has added to his wealth and

importance. He has now his fifth wife. We visited him to-day.

The house, though more cheaply built than those of the wealthy

class which we saw at Canton, is of the same model. It is three

stories high, and covers the sides of a square as large as one of the

blocks of Philadelphia. The area within is used for fountains and

baths. A group, consisting of the baboo's three sons and their

sons, received us at the gate,' very obsequiously. They showed us

the way to a grand hall, having a vaulted roof and double colon-

nade. A few elegant chairs, with yellow-satin cushions, placed on

a scarlet-velvet rug in the centre of the room', constituted the fur-

niture. Here the eldest son welcomed Mr. Seward in a eulogistic

English oration, and then presented his several brothers and each

of the lads in attendance. Brightly-uressed servants meanwhile

stirred the air with large peacock-fans, mounted on massive silver

handles five feet long; others, to the great prejudice of the ladies'

dresses, sprinkled us from head to foot with rose-water from silver

vases ; others, again, covered us with garlands and bouquets ; and
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yet otlicrri held before us silver vases containing the attar of roses for

perfuming the hands. Ihese ceremonies over, we ascended to the

baboo's room, in the third story. Quite intirni, he was dressed as a

valetudinarian, though richly. He welcomed Mr. Seward as the

''great father of the greatest of the nations." The baboo con-

ducted us then to an adjacent drawing-room, and ordered that all

the children of the house, not excepting the youngest, girls as well

as boys, 'ihould be brought in by their aijalis (nurses). Twenty

infante wtu-e brought in, gaudily dressed. The little ones acted

their proper parts with entire truth to nature: some shrank

backward ; many screamed ; one or two shrieked ; while others

extended their small hands, and bashfully performed mlams.

After this came an order, jrom the baboo, as unexpected as it was

unprecedented in that family. It was that all the women of the

family, except the widows, should now enter the apartment. Re-

ceiving this command, in their difterent rooms, the women inquired

through a messenger whether they were to be seen by the ladies

only. The baboo imperiously replied: "They must all be pre-

sented to Mr. Seward, and receive him as a friend. He is a friend

of mankind ; he shall see us just as we are, and see all that we do

—we will have no secrets from him." This was intended as a

si;reat compliment to Mr. Seward.

There was a sound of pattering feet, and a gentle rustling was

heard. It was followed by the entrance of eight little women, all

of whom were dressed in gauze of gold and various colors—only

gleaming jewels could be seen through their veils. They trembled

like so many aspens as they approached gi-acefully, lifted their slen-

der arms—almost covered with gold—and extended to us their little

nervous hards. The baboo was not yet content. He requested us

to raise their veils. We did so gently, and looked upon gazelle

eyes and pretty features, but the wearers were so abashed that, in

tendeniess for them, we soon let the veils drop. In answer to our

conipliiuents, they spoke not a word. The gentlemen now with-

drew.

Mr. Seward was then shown through seventy-iive rooms, in-

cluding a family chapel—the furniture of all very meagre and
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]»lain, the stairs steep and narrow, and the corridors dark and

])crplc.\iiig.

The women, being left almie with their visitors, now vohni-

tarily connnunicated, through u hidy interpreter, all the family

secrets : the number of wives each of the baboo's sons had married

and lost ; the number of children of each wife ; and the nundjcr

and value of the jcAVcls each possessed. The wife of the eldest son

presented her daughter—a bright and laughing n'aiden bedecked

with jewels—who, having attained the advanced age of eighteen

months, has already been married to a little gentleman wlio cdso

was present, and who claims the experience of ten years, lie has

been elected to the honor of this marriage because he is the pre-

sumptive head of the caste to which this family belongs. Accord

ing to the custom of the country, lie has been l)rought into the

family of his bride to be educated. There are eight pairs of sudi

l)rematurcly-married people in this family, which consists of sev-

cnty-iive persons.

The windows of all the chambers of the zenana, or harem, are

darkened, and made secure with iron bars, as in a prison. The

widows, even more secluded than the wives, inhabit the meanest

and dingiest of the chambers. The women showed, with perfect

freedom, their sleeping-rooms, batlis, and the contents of their

wardrobes. Each woman has three garments. These being woven

in the shape required, there is no need of mantua-maker or milli-

ner ; the only care bestowed on this property is to hang them up

and take them down. The care of the children is devolved on the

ayahs. As the wife neither sews, nor reads, nor writes, she has

absolutely no occupation but to talk with her companions of the

zenana ; and, as might perhaps be expected, domestic discords are

frequent. The guests (in the zenana) were then served with cakes,

comfits, and betel-nuts, the latter broken in small bits and folded

in silver-foil. The interview closed with the same ceremonies witli

which wc had been received, newly fanning the g" .^ts with pea-

cocks' plumes, sprinkling them with rose-water, and perfuming the

liands with the attar.

The baboo, in his conversation with Mr. Seward, represented
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rs dark and tliat a ^oiieral discontent witli Britisl) autliority is folt by his coun-

try. "ion, but lie left it (juite clear that they have not the faintest idea

<it' u|)rirtin<j; or of resistance. IIelj)les8 and listless, they follow the

(ontlicts of the Western nation, only for the purpose of obtainiuir

a lioi)e—most unreasonable—that, lunid the chances of war, India

will receive a new conqueror, either the United States or Russia.

Mr. Heward left the baboo without lending; any encouragement to

these political expectations. lie joined the party in the grand hall

below, when we were honored with the ceremonies twice before

(lesr-ribcd ; besides, a treat of champagne, ice, coffee, and the hookah.

The younger boys of the frmily now fell upon the fioor and kissed

our feet ; with their fathers, they attended us to the gates, and

tlien dismissed us with such a shower of comjdiments and thanks

as convinced us that even the Spanish language of courtesy is

stinted and cold compared with Oriental flattery. If we are to

believe them, " they still wee]) for our return." Eight bearers

came after us bringing a tray filled with confectionery.

Ojvemment Ilouse^ March 7th.—We took up our residence

here to-day. Although the distance from Mr. McAllister's house

is short, the journey was hmg, and not made without some ditH-

culty. We had appointed to be here at five o'clock, and, under

viceregal leave, bad directed the Eengalcse coachman to come for

us a little before that hour. lie had, however, become accustomed

to our daily habit ol driving about the city, and did not understand

our conunand to bring lis here. lie drove us up and down the

strand, around the gardens, and through the city. Aware of his

mi.stake, we, from time to time, enjoined upon him our commands

—

at last our entreaties—to drive directly to Government House. lie

changed his course every time, but only to drive in some new circle

around the palace. Wo appealed in vain from the coachman to the

footman and to the postilions. But, all being Bengalese, they un-

derstood not a word, and so we went on, " swinging " faster and

faster " around the circle." By a fortunate circumstance, -sve met

Mr. Jacobs, who, addressing the coachman in his own vernacular,

made him understand that it was the centre ot the great circle that



358 imiTISII INDIA.

wo (leairccl to penetrate. An hour and a half liavinj? been spent

in those gyrations, wo found at tlio door of (lovermnent llouso,

not Major IJiirne (who wan to rcfcive us), but a Hcrvant, charged to

conduct us to our aparttnents, and to explain that the Hcerctary,

having waited until six o'clock, had gone to fultil another ongago-

nicnt.

Government House, which was built during the adniinititratiun

of the Martpiis of Wellesley, has dimensions i)erhai)8 one-fourth

less than the Capitol at Washington. It is enclosed, with its gar-

dens, by a high iron balustrade. Its walls arc brick, covered with

stucco; the style, Italian. The arrangements and embellishments

are English, and display that i)eculiar patriotic pride which seeuiB

to be of the same nature as the family pride of a distant or poor

relation in social life. Wo almost imagine ourselves British colo-

nists, living in the days of our ancestors, before the American

Revolution. The noble, arched gateway is ornamented with no

such modern and republican symbol as the " bird of freedom,"

with arrows and olive-branch in its claws. Nor does cornice ur

architrave present any such mysterious legend as '• E plurihm

unxim.'''' Nor does tower or turret show any stars or stripes, or

any modern tricolored ensign. Instead of all these, there are a lion

and a unicorn over the gateway, and they are as usual " a-fighting

for the crown," bearing on their nocks the sci'oll with the daring

words ^^ Dleu et inon di'oitP The stately cross of St. George

flaunts from the palace-walls. Marcpiees and tents cover the plain,

surmounted with the same flag ; and ofticers, soldiers, and ser-

vants, all are clothed in the gorgeous scarlet-and-gold uniform

which betokens British royal authority. A great gilded chair and

canopy, at the upper end of a great hall, give it the ambitious

name of " Throne-Room." The walls are covered with British

portraits—prominent among them those of the obstinate Georgo

III. and Charlotte his faithful (pieon ; the Earl of Chatham and

General Wolfe, Lord North, Lord ('ornwallis, General Burgoyne,

Lord C^live, and Warren Hastings. The ceremonies and etiquette

of this palace are copied from those of Buckingham Palace. The

person, stranger or otherwise, who desires or claims notice at court,
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instead of presenting U'ttors or leiivin^ canlH, re<;irtterrf liiw name in

the adjiitant'w Ixtok. > . • jj^nized, he is honored with aiidienco
;

if not, n(»thin<; is Hal'- ^a the luorninjj; a iJHt of the invited quests

is submitted to each m <id)er of tlie family, and each guest residing

ill the family, and he answerH whether ho dines with the party or

in private, or dines out. When the dinner-hour arrives, and the

guests are assembled in the throne-room standing, the viceroy and

tlic Countess of Mayo enter, each attended by an aide-de-camp, and

salute their guests individually. The batul jdays during the din-

ner ; conversation i"t the table is subdued, lieforc the end, the

viceroy rises—and with him the wliole ])arty—and he propoacti^ in

a loud voice, the only sentiment of the evening; "Tlio Queen."

Then follows conversation, with amateur music, in the drawing-

I'ooni ; at the end of which tlie viceregal hosts take leave of the

party individually and retire.

We are never able to forget, in-doors or out, that wo are in the

tropics. The adjutant-bird, formal and pensive, stands sentinel

over the great gate, llesting on t)ne leg, with his knowing head

under his wing, he often sleeps on his jwst. Innnensc ravens, w'tb

drab collars and caps, aro walking before and behind you on tin-

piazzas. Parrots, in variegated costumes of green, gold, and scar-

let, fill the trees ; martins, in jet-black coats ; and swallows, plain

aiul brown ; twittering wrens, and thousands of slender minos, in-

habit the cornices and capitals. Not unfrequcntly the birds per-

sist, against all housewifely care and resistance, in building their

nests in " coignes of vantage " found within the walls ; sometimes

in the curtain-tenters ; somotimes on the tops of or behind picture-

frames. In the evening, \\C find the veranda-floor in front of our

apartments strewed with dry branches and twigs, which the bird-

builders have deposited there in mass for further use. The next

day the unwearied architects take up the material and bear it to

its appointed place on shelf or cornice. The raven is especially a

tliief : flying in at the windows, he carries away any minute, bright

article or ornament left exposed. The steward assured us that the

birds have borrowed this naughty practice from the native servants,

who, he alleges, aro universally addicted to petty larceny.
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CALCUTTA {Continued).

The Maharajah of Putteeala.—Oriental Magnificence.—Kali Ghaut.—The Temple.—Hin-
doo Iilols.—Kali.—Siva.—A Moliammedan Mosque.—The Reading of the Uudget.—
Indian Finances.—The King of Oude.—The Prince of Oude.

March ^th.—The fashionable promenade of Calcutta is the pub-

lic garden, which is namud Eden. The name, however, is not bor-

rowed from paradise, as might be supposed, but was bestowed in

compliment to the lion. Mies Eden, the accomplished sister of Earl

Godolphin Osborne, a former governor-general. "We visited this

garden yesterday with Lady Mayo, at sunset, for evening begins at

sunset here. Brilliant gas-lights sparkling through the dark foliage

of mango, palm, and cypress trees, with music from a central

stand bnneath them, lent their strong attractions. It Avas a gay

scene. Wc walked on the green lawns, and for an hour listened to

the music, surrounded by beautiful English ladies dressed from

boxes just out from London and Paris ; happy children glad of

release from confinement of nurses and school-room, chasing eacli

other over the lawns ; army-officers in full-dress for dinner or tlie

opera; stately baboos in white cambric; dusky Sepoy guards

in white-and-red uniforms; rajahs in jewelled turbans and gold-

embroidered robes; and, in the back-ground, parsees, in their fun-

nel hats, were seen in earnest converse. Mohammedans on their

knees, with faces toward Mecca, were repeating their prayers. lli.s

highness the Maharajah of Putteeala, of Northern India, was one
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THE MAHARAJAH OF PUTTEEALA,
flrand Oommandpr of tlic Star of India.
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of the immediate circle around Lady Mayo. His family is distin-

guished for loyalty to the British Government. His father rendered

good service during the mutiny. For these considerations, he has

recently been invested in great pomp with the order of the Star of

India. In acknowledgment of that high distinction, he gives to-

night a concert to Lord and Lady Mayo. He is a very athletic

man, appearing to be thirty years old, but is, in fact, only twenty

years. He speaks English imperfectly, and seems to have but a

limited education. Mr. Seward asked him what were the produc-

tions of his estates ? The maharajah answered :
" I am not like

the people you see here in Calcutta. I am a prince. I have many

zemindars. I have power. I can hang the man if I like, and I

can send anybody to jail for all his life."

The " Star of India " is an order of knighthood which was pro-

jected by Prince Albert, into which British subjects and natives

of India are alike elected, on the gi'ound of distinguished service to

tlie British nation in India. They say that Prince Albert was

perplexed to find a motto which should be equally inoifensive to

Christians and heathens. He happily chose this :
" Heaven's light

our guide."

March \Oth.—The maharajah's concert was given in a style of

Oriental magnificence at the town-hall, before an audience of twelve

hundred, all of whom the prince had invited. An illuminated

arch was raised above the porch of the building, and above it

blazed the " Star of India," with all the effect which gas-jets and

reflectors of burnished silver could produce. The vaulted roof of

the building is supported by double rows of white Corinthian col-

umns with corresponding pilasters. The ceiling and walls were

painted in delicate green
;
groups of rose-colored lamps were sus-

pended between the columns and pilasters, and the nave was light-

ed with transparencies designed to illuetrato the greatness and

glory of Britain. The splendid combination of light and color

brought out in full relief the garlands and festoons of flowers which

burdened the air with perfume. Sofiis were arranged so as to

aftbrd the guests full freedom of promenade and conversation in

28
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the intervals of the music. The maharajah, with royal munifi-

cence, brought the entire operatic troupe upon the stage, while

independent bands of music were stationed at all the approaches

of the edifice. The turbaned and decorated prince appeared in his

own proper regalia of gold and jewels, realizing the highest descrip-

tions we have ever read of Eastern gorgeousness. He wore not

only rings without number on his fingers, a golden girdle at his

waist, necklaces of jewels, and " ropes of pearls " on his breast, but

also a blue-and-gold satin robe, .vhich was broidered to the depth

of six inches with a solid mass of gllLLcrintr nrecious stones. It is

needless to say that the rausical performance .vas very good, yet it

was the ostentatious display which attended it that was the wonder

of Calcutta th^t night.

We went to-day in search of Kali Ghaut. It is the most famous

of the Hindoo temples here, and from it the city derives its name.

We found it in a basd suburb. It has three disconnected struct-

ures, which, although they are built after the customary models,

and of solid materials, seem nevertheless mean, when seen with

their vulgar surroundings. The floors of all are on one level, eiglit

feet above the ground, and are reached by stone steps. The build-

ing on the right hand is a circular one about fifteen feet higli

above the floor, open all around, with a roof supported by Hindoo

columns. The central building is an oblong one. The third and

principal edifice is a squnre surmounted by a dome, which ex-

tends beyond the walls, and is supported by outside columns. It

has no windows ; light is admitted through small doors on three

sides. The building first described is the hall of sacrifice, into

which only Bramin priests are admitted. The building last de-

scribed contains the shrine of the goddess Kali, to whose service the

Thugs especially devoted themselves. Not even its threshold must

be profaned by the footstep of the vulgar. The central edifice is

the worshippers', from which they pay their adoration to the divin-

ity on the right hand, and on the other witness the sacrifices. A
Bramin crowd dressed in clean white, many of them speaidiig un-

commonly good English, were assiduous, though not obtrusive, in

explaining the mysteries to us. As we went through the grounds.
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a native police sprang forth at every turn to protect us against any

injury or offence. "Wo waited an hour for the priest who had the

keys. He came at last, arrayed in pure white—a tall man and dig-

nified, in every way seeming worthy to serve at the altar. With

much labor, he unfastened a massive padlock, and, turning its

heavy bolts backward, threw open a door on either side of the sanc-

tuary, and disclosed to us through the dim light a wrought-iron or

stone figure, of human proportions but scarcely of human shape.

The idol is black, has three glaring red eyes, a broad golden tongue

tipped with black, which projects from a distended mouth down to

the waist, and is dripping with blood. The arms are large. The

left hand holds a giant's head ; the right hand, a sword with which

it has been severed—both crimsoned with blood. A necklace of

infants' skulls graces the demon. Devout worshippers prostrated

themselves around us, and something like mumbled prayers vere

hjard as they beat their heads upon the pavement. We placed

some rupees in a vessel before us ; these were thrown at the feet

of Kali, and the doors were quickly closed. This savage deity

called Kali is the wife of Siva, and is the author of all the evils

which beset the human race. Bullocks and goats are sacrificed.

Fire purifies the latter, and the offering is eaten by the priests

;

the former, incapable of purification, are charitably given to pari-

ahs. The ground around the hall of sacrifice is rank with the odor

of putrefjxction. One hundred and fifty Bramins and their families

live in and about this temple. They seem to be supported by con-

tributions of pilgrims, and by deprecatory offerings of merchants

who are engaging in business enterprises.

AVe went from the Kali Ghaut to a temple which is dedicated

to Siva. The divinity here is a black spherical stone, ten inches

in diameter, set on a concave stone of lighter color, in the centre

of tFie pavement. The temple was too sacred to be desecrated

hj our feet. We Avere allowed only to look upon it through the

open door. The attending priest threw the rupees upon the stone

god.

Walking from one temple to the other, we passed numerous

idols. Some represent Juggernaut with a human face elongated
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into an elephant's trunk. Others represent Vishnu; others, of

grotesque shape, represent the children of Siva and Kali. If wc

were asked 'which one of the Oriental superstitions seems to us the

most absurd, we should say it is that of the hideous Kali, the un-

meaning Siva, and their misshapen offspring.

We noticed that the Bramin attendants here value a god, not so

much for his character, as for the costliness of the material of which

he is made. They represented to us that it was not worth our

while to visit Siva at all, because temple and idol are cheap and

mean ; nor did they conceal their disrespect for the dingy elephan-

tine children of Kali and Siva, but they expressed the profoundest

awe find reverence for golden Kali.

Eeturning to the city, we paused to admire a beautiful white

marble memorial-mosque, which has minarets at the angles, but no

central dome. The rmiez^in was solemnly calling the faithful to

evening-prayer. The porch was covered with the sandals of the

worshippers, who had already entered the courts, which we were

forbidden to profane. Is it strange that this Mohammedan struct-

ure and worship, simple and severe, impressed us with sentiments

of respect and even devotion, when thus seen in immediate contrast

with the temples of the base Hindoo idols ?

The memory which lingers here of the " Black Hole," the sub-

limcst horror in the history of India, is very faint. With the aid

of an antiquarian, we found the site enclosed within the area of the

Post-office.

March 10th.—The reading of the "Budget " is here, as it is in

England, the great political transaction of the year. It took place

to-day, in the marble hall of Government House, in the presence

of a considerable assemblage. Mr. Sewai'd was honored with a

privileged seat. The arrangement of the council-chamber was not

unlike that of the cabinet council at the Wmtc House, except that

the viceroy's seat is raised on the dais. The exposition of the

finances, by Sir Richard Temple, was a lucid and elaborate perfonn-

ance, but it wanted the tone of calm dignity Avhich distingniijlies

the speeches of the British Chancellor of the Exchequer, or the
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report of the United States Secretary of the Treasury. The defer-

ence toward home rule, which was manifested in every paragraph,

was in strong contrast with the independent spirit of legislation on

financial questions in the American colonies before our Revolution.

In India, no councillor, nor any subject, questions the omnipotence

of the Parliament of Great Britain. The debt of British India (in

round numbers) is one hundred million pounds sterling—five times

greater than the national debt of the United States before our civil

war, and about one-fourth as largo as the debt is at the present time.

The revenue is about fifty million pounds sterling. Only an in-

significant part is derived from customs, it being the policy of the

Home Government to encourage the consumption of British manu-

factures in the colonies. Eight million pounds sterling (not) is

obtained from the culture and sale of opium, on which drug the

Government makes an actual profit of one hundred per cent. Salt

monopoly brings in five million pounds; a land tax imposes the

severe exaction of one and a quarter per cent, on valuation. None

of these revenues excite as much discontent as the tax of two and a

half per cent, on incomes, which is equally obnoxious to British

residents and native zemindars. That tax must be abandoned,

even at the cost of reduction of the military expenses. Railroad

enterprise in India is worthy of all admiration ; although it was

begun only twenty years ago, there are now five thousand miles of

completed roads, and two hundred and fifty miles are added an-

nually. The Government guarantees an income of five per cent,

on the capital invested in railroads. They make t. return thus far

of only two and one-half per cent. When we consider the vast

population and resources of India, there seems no reason to sup-

pose that railroads will be less productive than in Europe and the

United States. .

After the council, the members asked Mr. Seward whether his

financial experience enabled him to make any suggestion for the

removal of the diflioulties arising out of the income-tax and the

railroad subsidies. He answered :
" Your railroads will increase

the demand for foreign manufactures, an increase of customs will

enable you to dispense with the income-tax ; the railroads, more-
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over, will enable you to reduce your army of one hundred and fifty

thousand Sepoys, and your seventy-five thousand European troops,

to much smaller figures. Having made these economies, you will

then be ready to admit the natives to a limited representation in

the provincial councils."

All the members of the Government, natives as well as foreign-

ers, are fitly-chosen, intelligent, able men. Mr. Seward pronounces

Earl Mayo the " hardest worker " as well as the most sagacious of

them all.

March Wih.—The majestic declamations of Burke, in the trial

of Warren Hastings, have made the civilized world familiar with

the tragic story of the kingdom of Oude. We may, hereafter, have

occasion to speak, not of the kingdom, but of the king. The last

descendant of the native king, who reigned at Lucknow under the

British' protectorate, joined the mutiny in 1857. On its suppres-

sion, he was deprived of the kingdom, but was allowed to retain his

sovereign rank with a munificent pension, though obliged to reside

in Calcutta, under government surveillance. Yesterday, we re-

paired to his palace on the bank of the Hoogly, in compliance with

his invitation. The royal residence consists of twelve stately edi-

fices with colonnades, which accommodate retainers, servants, and

soldiery, numbering in all ten thousand. A regiment of native

troops gave Mr. Seward a salute at the grand gate, and we were

received at the palace by the king's eldest son, the heir-apparent,

who announced that his father, being very ill, had deputed him to

be his representative on the occasion of our visit. We have never

seen a handsomer youth, although he is swarthy. Dressed fully up

to his character, he wore flowing robes of blue velvet, embroidered

with gold, and his princely jewelled coronet. The titular King of

Oude is probably the only monarch in the world who wears such

antiquated head-gear as this. Doubtless, however, it is a ploa.sing

reminder of the palmy state from which he has "fallen, fallen,

fallen."

The prince, in a most amiable and communicative temper, con-

ducted us through the extensive flower-gardens, immense mena-
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gcries, as well na aviaries and aquariums, neither of which, we ima-

gine, have their ctjual in any part of the world. An account of the

iuiiniald exhibited would be little less than a " catalogue." We saw

huge boa-constrictors sleeping in their cages. The snake-charmer

bkilfiilly drew the cobra de capello from its prison, stretched it on

the ground, and then with great dexterity seized it by the throat,

and at pleasure made it open its mouth and show the strong, sharp,

wliite fang, whose stroke is instant death, and beneath it the small

sac in which the fatal venom is secreted. The ostrich, the bird-

of-paradise, the pelican, the flamingo, the eagle, and the swan, are

as domesticated as if they had known no other home. Wo counted

one hundred species of the ])igoon, nor can we recall the name of

any tenant oi' the air which is not represented there. The acpia-

I'iums are lakes, each covering an acre, and ten feet deep. Their

inhabitants of all kinds came to bo fed from our hands. An im-

mense green tortoise was tempted to the shore by a bunch of

bananas, and walked back seeming not at all oppressed by the bur-

den of an attendant, who stood on his back, and who weighs nearly

two hundred pounds. The English people here tell us that the

munificent King of Oude is treacherous, and that his handsome son

is graceless. But when has concjueror confided in his prisoner?

The viceroy has gone into tho country for his customary weekly

relaxation of boar-hunting. We drive with Lady Mayo and a com-

pany of ladies and gentlemen, this evening, to Earrackporc.



CHAPTER V.

BARIiACKVOHE AND SERAMPORE.

Barrjckpoie Park iiiiJ its Bcnulics.—Magnifu'ent Trees.—The Mcnafrprie.—Tlio Lion-

VVhelpa.—Serampore.—Its Missionaries and Missioa-Sehools.—Ueturn from Biir-

raekpore.—Fort William.—The VVoiuau'a Union Missionary Society and its Schools.

Bdi'mchpore Parle, Jfanh 12th.—This vicerciijal country resi-

dence stitnils on a curve of the Iloogly, sixteen miles north of Cal-

cutta, licsiides the palace, there la also a large military station.

On the opposite hank of the river is Serampore, originally a Danish

possession, but now I^ritish, and incorporated with 13arracl<pore.

It is a relief ttj escape for a day from the sights and excitements

of the capital. Vegetation is so luxuriant in India that wild beasts

maintain their natural liberty in the midst of the densest hunum

population. Just as the morning dawned the shrielcs of these

vicious beasts ceased, and the notes of the whippoorwill came in

their place, as distinct and as piteous as Avhen heard on the banks

of the Potomac. But we are before our story. The hall in which

we were received last night was far more magnificent than any wc

had ever before entered. Its circumference one thousand feet, its

floor a green lawn, its roof the dense, dark fern-like foliage of tlio

banyan-tree, its brown columns and arches, the trunks wliich have

grown from the tendrils that drop])ed from the ])arent tree, ami

took root in the ground. Oidy Virgil could celebrate so maguiti-

ceut a shade

:

"Tityrc tu piittila) recubans sub tcginini; fuyi."



SEUAMPOUE MISSIONS. 309

Of conrsc, tlioro is a moiirtiforio, tlioufrh it is a ftinull one, nt-

tac'licd to the palace. The neiii^al ti^er, the n *blest ot" the I'elino

iMic, is show II liere witii special pride. We Bi-w u siipeib fellow,

wliiih, now fully f,'ro\vn and (piite 8ava<(c, was one year a;jjo a j)et

kitten in the nursery. We have renewed lierc the i)loasant ac-

quaintances which wo formed with the lion-whelps who were our

follow-passengors on the Australian. They arc very restless in

their new cpiarters. Wc find a novelty far more interesting than

the menagerie. It is a troop of wild jackals, which make the

"night lildcous" with their howlings. For hours, we thought that

the noise they made was that of an insurrection or a riot.

On the invitation of the editor of 'Tlie Friend of India, we

crossed the river this morning and visited Serampore. It is well

known in the United States as the place where the three devoted

missionaries, Marahman, Carey, and Ward, founded the first Ameri-

can niission in India. They chose the site because it was then

under the friendly Hag of Denmark, while the regulations of the

lli'itish East India Company forbade Christian missions within its

jurisdiction. Serampore is also the scene of the first labors of the

pious and indefatigable Judson. The scientitie institutions as well

as the press and libraries which the earnest men, whom we have

mentioned, established, are still flourishing, while the very air of

the (piaint place seems redolent of their memories. After a pleas-

ant collation, we examined these institutions. The missionaries

educate one hundred and fifty children here in reading, writing,

and arithmetic: and fifty more up to the qualifications for admis-

sion into the University of Calcutta. Mr. Seward asked what

became of the youths who are thus educated? The missionaries

answered that " the highest ambition of a Hindoo voutli is a

place in which he can wear a 'pen behind his ear.' " The young

men secure the small places under the Government which are open

to natives. Verv few of them become or remain Christians.

March \%th.—Wc returned from Barrackpore this morning,

with Lady Mayo and a party of twelve, in the " drag," drawn by

six horses, directed by their postilions, and attended by a mounted
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escort. The roads were fine, the morning exhilarating. We
passed an elepliant bearing a load of liay, the tirst of those animals

we have seen in service. Mr. Seward passed the morning in a

survey of Fort AV^illiam. IJuilt as a defence for the first British

factory in (Calcutta, and identified with all the great events in tlie

history of the conquest, it still gives the official name to the seat of

the government, l^ut Fort William, and all that Mr. Seward saw

in it, belongs to the i)ast. In his absence the ladies enjoyed the

pleasure of stu(\viiig a more modern and useful institution.

It is the ])r()ud distinction of the United States that our coiui-

trywomcn have designed and brought into execution a practical

plan for the amelioration of society in India. Caste, in that coun-

try, has its moral and civil as well as its theological code. Its laws

are paramount to all laws and all institutions of government. It

may be said of caste, just as truly as it was said of the laws of

Moses, that " the letter killeth, the spirit givcth life." Caste hin-

dered and defeated two attem])ted reformations in India before the

country became known to Europeans— Huddhism and Mohitmmo-

danism. It is caste, the "letter" of the Hindoo law, that hinders

Christianity, and seems to render the introduction of all Western

civilization impossible. Caste has eftected all these evils and jier-

petuates them through the degradation of women, (^hristiauity

and Western civilization can only be established through the res-

toration of woman here as elsewhere to her just and lawful sphere.

This restoration is ju;t what "the Woman's Union ]\Iis.sioitary

Society of America for Heathen Lands " is doing through the insti-

tution they have established at (/alcutta aiul its branches in the

])rovinces, called the " Zenana j\Iission." AVe accompanied Jliss

Brittan, the superintendent of this institution, in her visitation of

many of the zenanas, to which, by her unremitting zeal, assiduity,

and gentleness, she has gained access. These families were gen-

erally rich, like that of the baboo, which we have described. Hoino

of them, however, are wretched and squalid. Even in these, the

women, like those in tiie rich zenanas, are timid, gentle, loviii*:;

3reaturos, and all alike are painfully desirous of instruction. The

institution enqdoys in Calcutta twelve American women as teach-
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ors. They have already instructed sixty native women, who have

become assistant teacliers. They have during the same time estab-

hshed an asyhim wliere they support and train twenty additional

girls for teachers. Miss Brittan counts seven hundred and lifty

native women, who have been taught and cpialificd to become the

wives of Hindoo youths who are prepared for official employment

in the universities and schools established by the Government. It

is pleasnnt to record that this noblest of charities enjoys the entire

coniidence and iavor of Earl Mayo.'

' Wc found on our return to tlie Uniteil States that the "Woman's Urion Missionary

Society of America "' luul fully ailcptcd the idea of the importuuce of conuccting the

knowledge of medicine with the qualification of teacher.

IlAKll.KUl'Olll..



i CHAPTER VI.

FliO.lf CALCUTTA TO BENARES.

Courtesy of the East India Railway Company.—Unattractive Scenery.—Tlie Scenery

improves.—Aspect of the Conntry and the People.—A stop at Patna.—A Tiger

Hunter.—The Cultivation of the Poppy.—The Maharajah of Benares.—A Night

on the Ganges.—A Brilliant Display.—Glory Halle.jjah.—A Compliment to Mr.

Seward.

Jienares, March 15th.—We left Government House, Calcutta,

on the IStli, in the evening, and, with the aid of friends, made

our way through a mixed and garrulous crowd which gathered at

the wharf. We crossed the Iloogly in a capacious steam ferry-

boat, and took possession of a car which had been furnished us,

by tl»e East India Railway Company, for onr exclusive use while

in the country. "We attach it to, or detach it from, the train at

our pleasure. It consists of two apartments, with a bath-room.

Our Calcutta friends furnished us with a full supply of Boston ice.

The night was dark. When we awoke in the morning, we

looked out upon an unattractive plain, broken by ledges of rocks.

The road was bordered with shallow tanks, tilled witli muddy water

collected during the last rainy season, and frequent brick-kihis built

to supply the material for the railway structures. An occasional

herd of small lean cattle, sheep, and goats, with a tattered or naked

attendant, was seen upon the scanty soil nearly covered witli

stunted trees and slirubs. A few mean farm-houses and wretched

villages were visible. We thought India a sorry contrast to Japan
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and Java, and even less cliee ''ul than the sandy plain of the dismal

Pci-ho. Eeferrint^ to the map, we found that we were a hundred

miles south of the Ganges, and that the dreary region wo were

traversing is a spur of the mountain-border of the great river-basin.

Scarcely had we time to express our surprise at the uninviting

aspect of the country befoi*e the rocky ledges and stunted vegeta-

tion gave way to scenes of fertility and beauty—which continued

without interruption during the day. Endless fields, some yellow

jvith ripening rice, some white with the strewed leaves of the

poppy, and some green with growing wheat, millet, and other

cereals, alternate with orchards of bananas, tamarinds, and man-

goes—the latter trees just nov/ blooming and filling the air with

a perfume sweet as that of the acacia. The plantations are divided

by hedges of richly-flowering cactus. In other fields are large

herds of cattle, and goats, and flocks of sheep, all fat and sleek, and

ranging under cocoa-nut trees, scattered through the landscape

like the oaks in Kentucky and California. The palma-Christi, a

hardy, graceful shrub, needing little irrigation, grows luxuriantly.

The flower-stalk of the " century-plant " has already reached the

height of ten feet, and is preparing to spread its gorgeous petals in

May. As we approached, we saw, in the midst of this luxuriance,

which surpasses that of the prairies of Java, winding rows of wil-

lows, and occasionally a mast towering over them. Another curve

revealed to us the Ganges.

The groups of slender men and children whom we passed by

the roadside and in the fields wore gayly and gracefully attired.

So also were the few women whom we saw. They had a great

profusion of silver ornaments, ear-rings, nose-rings, bracelets and

bangles. All Nature seemed to feel new animation and display

fresh beauty in the presence of the Ganges. Green parrots with

yellow and-red heads perch on the tclograph-wirer, as swallows and

martins do in our own country ; flocks of flamingoes make a rose-

ate cloud as they fly over our heads ; the solemn stork and the

stately adjutant march in regiments through the copses and pre-

serves around us.

We made one stop, during the day, at Patna. It is a large and
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an old Hindoo city, memorable in the history of British conquest

as the scene of the perfidious covenant of the " Three Seals ;
" that

infamous transaction which aroused the people of England from

their criminal lethargy to a contemplation of the atrocities practised

by the East India Company. AVhile there, we made a survey of

the eighteen cars whicii constituted our railway-train. Only one

of these was devoted to Europeans, the others were fully freighted

with natives ; never less than thirty, sometimes fifty, crowded into

a car. "VVe met there our countryman Mr. Eldridge, who was just

returning to Calcutta from a famous tiger-hunt in the north, in

which he shot a tiger which had already laid hold of the haunch of

the elephant he was riding. Patna, like all the towns and villages

on our road, shows a division of the population between the fliith

of the Bramins and that of the Arabian prophet. The Tlindoo

temple, although it has a greater number of worshippers, is always

eclipsed in magnificence by the mosque.

The government officer, charged with the superintendence of

the opium-production, called upon us at Patna. Th^ opium-poppy

bears a small white flower instead of the large bright petals known

in our gardens. The manufacture is simple : early in the morning,

an attendant (usually a woman) goes through the poppy-field, strik-

ing each capsule with an instrument of many blades like a cupjiing-

knife—the milky-juice exudes, dries, and blackens, under the burn-

ing heat of the sun ; it is gathered in the evening by scraping the

plant with a knife. It is already opium. The narcotic strength

of the juice varies in difierent plants—owing to a difference in

the vigor of the plant, or to the cii'cumstances favorable or

unfavorable to the extraction of the juice. Some plants yield

only fifty per cent, of the drug ; others, eighty or ninety per cent.

The weak and the strong products arc mixed so as to obtain a uni-

form sirength of seventy-five per cent. The liquid which remains

after the mixture i.s made is again exposed to the sun. When tlie

mass, thus mixed, has obtained u consistency for manipulation, it is

divided into small porti iis, each of which is enclosed in a single

mango-loaf. It is tlien rolled by hand until the leaf is entirely in-

corporated into the mass, and the opium comes out dry in the
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We saw indigo-fields on every side, but the season for the culti-

vation of that plant is past.

Arriving at the station, Mogul Serai, on the sou.ii bank of the

Ganges, we were met by the government commissioner of the dis-

trict of Benares. He was charged by the Maharajah of Benares to

UAnARAJAH OP BENARES.

invite us to an entertainment on the river in honor of the festival

called "the Holy," which, after having been continued for several

days, was to come to a close that night. A continuous railroad-

journey of twenty-two hours, fatig\iing everywhere, is doubly

severe here ; but how could we decline a compliment from so high

a native Source, or how forego an occasion so ixovel and interesting

as a night on the Ganges ? Two officers of the prince's household,

bearing silver maces six feet long, with twenty servants in scarlet

and white, met us on the river-bank and placed us in cushioned
2'J
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chairs, under a gay canopy, on the deck of a graceful yacht. We
floated leisurely downward with the current. The first part of the

voyage had no special interest. The night was dark, and the diiu

lights around us gave us only spectral gliuipses of the terraced

banks. When, however, we had advanced a mile, we saw, on our

right, at the river's edge, the blazing, crackling flames of seeming

bonfires. The portion of the banks thus illuminated seemed to

rise to the height of a hundred feet, and were thickly crowded with

massive structures; and, over all these, the gleaming dome and

minarets of Aurengzebe, the great mosque of the city. What was

our surprise to find that the flres, which wo had supposed kindled

for a temporary illumination, were funeral-tires ! Ghauts are built

on the banks for the sole purpose of cremation. The spectacle

turned our thoughts, for the moment, upon the strange process of

disposing of the remains of the dead. "What," we inquired, "is

done with the ashes which remain from the firesV " They scatter

them on the bosom of the sacred river."

At this point we entered a crowd of biilliantly-illuminated and

gayly-decorated barges, so dense that it was not without difticulty

that we made our way through it to the station assigned us, near

the maharajah's barge, from which a calcium-light flashed an in-

tense and dazzling splendor over the entire city. On either side of

this magnificent barge was another one, equally gorgeous ; the one

containing the Maharajah of Yisianagram, the other, the ^laharajah

of Putteeala. These dignitaries were guests. The barges of the

three ju'inces were lashed together, and a grand Oriental pavilion

extended over them. All the optical effect that can be obtained

by fanciful naval designs, brilliant light, and variegated drapery,

by moving crowds and splendid costumes, reflected by mirrors,

crystals, and gold, was produced hero ; while the senses were rav-

ished by the perfume of burning incense and tropical fl<>wors.

Though dazzled by cross-lights, and bewildered by the indescriba-

ble glitter, we passed, under safe guidance, from our own barge to

that of the Maharajah of Benares. Under the same conduct we

passed through successive chambers, each varying in enchantment

from the others, until we reached the curtained and festooned cen-
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gushed over us from silver and crystal fountains ; champagne and

sherbets sparkled in golden vases ; buffets groaned with the weight

of fruits, confectionery, and ices ; while beautiful nantch girls in

gauzy attire performed their most sacred and celebrated songs and

dances to their strange music.

It may be imagined we were filled with emotion, when, in an

interval of this elaborate Asiatic exhibition, the solemn measure of

"Glory Hallelujah" from a full European orchestra burst upon

our ears. The performance of this great marching-anthem of the

Union army in the late war was a thoughtful recognition, on the

part of the maharajah, of Mr. Seward's presence. We took leave

of our princely entertainers at twelve o'clock, leaving the pageant

of the Ganges to go on during the whole night for the enjoyment

of those who, unlike ourselves, had strength enough to endure it.
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CHAPTER VII.

BENARES.

The Sttirod City of the Hindoos.—The Cradle of Riiddhisni.—Samatli.— Rcmari{al)Ie

Towers.—Tiie Iloly Itiver.—Tlie Ghauta.—Singular Architecture.—Tlie M()^^(llR'S

and their Minarets.—A Picturesque Scene on the Kiver-Hank.—Siva and Doorga.

—

Manufauturc of Idols.—Kincob.—Magniticcnce of Benares.

li

March \<ith.—Our experience here in the sacred city of the

Hindoos is like that of the vidtor at Jerusalem. There he expects

to find most prominent the monuments of the Jews. Here we

expect to find most prominent the monuments of the Hindoos. At

Jerusalem, the monument which first attracts attention is not the

Temjjle of Solomon, but the Mosque of Omar; and here, the ohject

which first attracts our attention is not a temple of Vishnu, but,

Sarnath, a suburb of the city, the cradle of I>iiddhism. lUiddhii,

according to the traditions, was a prince. He renounced royal

state, wealth, family, friends, every thing, and repaired to Sarnath.

Here in seclusion, and in the practice of severest asceticism, he con-

tinued through five years; and it resulted in his conviction that ho

had become perfectly incarnate of the Supreme God
;
perfectly puri-

fied ; the delegated savior of his nation and of mankind. Here,

his teachings began nearly twenty-four hundred years ago ; hence,

according to the faith of his disciples, the light of divine truth,

which he dispenses, has radiated through the East, until it has ex-

erted its saving influence over one-fourth of the human race, and it

is to continue to radiate until it shall pervade the earth. Ihit the

fortunes of Buddhism in the region where it originated have not
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boon unliko those of Cliristiftnity. While the Christian religion

is extended to the ends of tlie earth, a foreign and hated worship

prevails in Palestine. So, while Buddha remains incarnate, not in

Sarnath, but in Thibet, and thence dispenses the divine truth

throughout the vast regions of Tartary, China and Japan, Ceylon

and the Orientid Archipelago, his system has scarcely a foothold in

the province where it originated. Sarnath is eight miles distant

from Benares. The largo plain, strewed with ruins, is the resort

W^

uC^ViL^^^L
('^..^y<-.

^^:>. /-:<

OBBAT BUUUIIUT TOWKB AT 8ARKATU.

of innumerable bands of pilgrims, who cover its broken shrines

with garlands, and bedew its sands with tears. We tried, quite

ineft'ectually, to learn the history of the only two monuments which

retain something of their ancient shai)e and original proportions.

One of these is a conical tower, which rises in the centre of a well-

defined area, two-thirds of a mile in circuit. The tower has a

circumference of ninety-two feet at the base, and rises to a height

of one hundred and ten feet. What is extraordinary is, that this
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vast tower id fiolid, without clminbiTs or infemal pasfijigos, except a

low, subterraneim one. It has a buHemeut-fctory, twenty I'eet hijjli,

of solid brick, ten feet of which is below the level of the ]>liiin.

Upon this basonient is a story, forty feet high, of chiselled Cluumr

stotie. With the exception of the five uppor layers, this story is a

solid mass, each individual block being fastened to the one adjoin-

ing it by iron clamps. The j)art of the tower vhich is above the

Btono story, last mentioned, is built entirely of hir^o bricks. Orij^'i-

nally, it had a veneering or outer covering, but it is difficult to

ascertain whether it was of stone, stucco, or cement. The apex of

the structure, ten feet in diameter, bears some traces of a statue

surmounted by an umbrella. The largo stone story has eight pro-

jecting faces, divided from each other by a panel fifteen feet wide.

Each projecting face has a hvrge, deep niche, from which some lifc-

CABVINO OS BVDimiBT TOWEB JIT BAKNATU.

sizo statue has long since disappeared. Imagination replaces these

"ivith the figure of Buddha and his disciples, as we saw them so

often in China and Japan, with hands raised before their breasts,
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heads bent forward, and gazing at tlio soles of their feet. Several

of these projecting faces are finely ornamented with wreaths of

lotus—sometimes the plant winds as a vino with birds and dimin-

utive human figures resting on its tendrils. In some places, it

sliows the tender leaf and bud ; in othei-s, the open flower of tlip

lotus. The carving of some of these wreaths is unfinished—an in

dication that the great structure was never completed. We con-

cluded that this curious tower was projected and raised as a monu-

ment of Buddha's reform, but abandoned before completion, when

the religion was expelled from the country. We have alluded to

another ruin—this is a solid, circular brick mound, seventy-four

feet high, with an octagonal cupola twenty-four feet high. The

cupola has its history, but not the mound. The former bears an

inscription which recites that the sovereign of the country as-

cended the mound in the year 51.

March 17fh.—^Wc have to-day viewed Benares, not, as on our

first night, under an artificial illumination, but under the light of

an equinoctial sun. We passed down the river in the same yacht

which floated us at the grand festival.

Long before John baptized in the Jordan, the Asiatics had con-

ceived the beautiful idea that certain rivers are holy, and that their

waters have the power of " cleansing from all sin." The Ganges

is, as it always has been, that river of the Hindoos. They must

come hither as pilgrims from the most distant regions, at least once

in a lifetime, and even once a year, if they can. They come

here, moreover, if they can, to die ; because, to die in the holy city,

secures a direct entrance into paradise. Native princes, successful

haboos, and rich zeniindf rs, please the Bramin priests and the peo-

ple, and think also that they please the gods, by erecting majestic

temples and buildings, costly marble ghauts for the use of the pil-

grims as well as burning ghauts. To reach these ghauts, the high,

steep hanks of the river, for miles in length, are terraced with per-

fect stone steps. The temples rise to the height of five, six, seven,

eight, nine stories. T 'y are built of marble and freestone,

pierced with windows oi ; ery conceivable graceful shape, and are



382 BRITISH INDIA.

extravagantly ornamented with colonnades, corridors, balconies,

niches, large and small domes, towers, pavilions, and pinnacles,

Avhich are set off with gilding and bright colors. The mosque,

with its tapering minarets, occasionally interjected among the tem-

ples, lends a pleasing relief to the Hindoo architecture, while its

severe form and outlines seem to reprove the prolific imagination

of the Hindoos. A highly-picturesque scene presented itself on the

river-bank. Citizens, pilgrims, men, women, and children—singly,

in groups, and in throngs—are ascending and descending the stair-

cases, bearing on their heads bronze urns and vases, large and

small, of forms as graceful as the Etruscan. Even the stately ele-

phant seems to have adopted the mystic faith, for we saw him manj

times walk down the staircase, which had been nicely adapted to

the human footstep, fill his trunk, and solemnly return. Pilgrims

were plunging into the water froui platforms and boats and barges

of fanciful construction, some in the shape of peacocks, swans, and

fishes. All the devotees dress in snow-white robes as they leave

the water, to give effect to the idea that immersion purifies. The

funeral-fires of the previous night are still blazing. Hoav can tlicy

be extinguished ? All that are in the city must die, and all that

die are brought here.
.
Having passed the entire river-front in the

yacht, we dismissed it and returned through the streets of the city.

They are close and narrow, but well paved, and, compared with the

Chinese cities, excepting Canton, they are clean. The chief temple

is that of Siva, the representative of the principle of destruction

and reproduction. The dome uud the towjrs are of burnished

gold. Siva is the same round, black stone set in the floor as at

Calcutta. Far greater reverence is paid to him here. Access and

egress are made almost impossible by the multitude of pUgrims and

votaries, who come into the temples laden with perfumes, fruits,

flowers, and urns of holy water. Priests receive these oblations

and appropriate them an perquisites, nor did the holy men disdain

to receive some bright silver rupees from our unworthy and ])ro-

fano hands. Three small, gentle, and very pretty saorod wliito

cows, with wreatlis of orange-flowers and roses around their necl\S,

wander at pleasure in the holiest recesses of the temple, amoTig
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the worshippers, who feed them with rose-leaves and lotus-

flowers.

But what a poor apology for human devotion is that of Siva

compared with the exhibition of that sentiment which is presented

to Doorga ! At the temple of the former it is a black stone that is

honored ; at that of the Doorga it is the living, moving animal crea-

tion, the monkey. Moreover, these monkeys seem to appreciate

their celestial privileges and honors. They arc of all sorts and

sizes. We saw them by the thousand gambolling in the courts,

"racing and chasing" through the corridors, and mischievously

laughing upon the worshippers below from columns and cornices,

from balustrades and balconies.

Edifices of all sorts, even the dwelling-houses, are stupendous

and massive. The basements are used for mechanics and other

tenants of low degree. The upper stories, guarded by bars and

screens, are the gorgeous zenanas ; fit family dwellings for a people

who, unanimously thinking that the virtue of woman can only be

secured by her imprisonment, magnanimously try to relieve that

durance by extravagant indulgences of luxury and ostentation.

The shops are seldom more than eight feet square. The articles

made are chiefly ornaments and religious tokens. As, in ancient

Epliesus, the people principally supported themselves by making

images of Diana, so the people of Benares largely support them-

selves by the manufacture of idols—idols great, idols small, idols

white, idols black, idols red, idols yellow, idols of bronze, iron,

wood, stone, porcelain, and glass.

AYe visited the warehouse of the hincdb—a brocade, the most

exquisite of fibrous fabrics ; its materials, the richest of silk and

the purest of gold, worn by the native princes, baboos, and zemin-

dars, woven in patterns five yards long and one yard wide. A
pattern never costs less than three hundred dt»llars. The merchant

displays in a bof>k the names of a few English ladies as customers,

but their purchases were very small. Is it not strange that the na-

tive rulers of India, after disasters which have deprived them of

tlieir independence and universally impoverished if not ruined them,

continue to dress in costumes which no "Western state of wealth

i
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can command ? The merchant in the East, evet^'where, is am "able

and polite. The vendor of kiucob received us, who merely came

to look at his wares, with bouquets and garlands when we came, and

showered us with rose-water when we departed.

Superstition counts the population of Benares by the milhon,

and its sacred editices by the thousand. The real population is ono

hundred and fifty thousand, and it contains between three and four

hundred temples. So much of the history of Benares as we have

not related was sublimely spoken by Burke in his account of the

cruelty of AVarren Hastings to the Maharajah Cheyte Sing, ances-

tor of our host, "What we have left unsaid of the incomparable

magnificence of the city is told by Macaulay in his essay on War-

ren Hastings.

TE.MI'LKS AT UEMAltCS.
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CHAPTER VIII.

ALLAHABAD, LUCKNOW, AND AGRA.

Allahabad, the City of God.—Cawnporc—Lucknow, the Capital of Oude.—Extent of the

Country.—Arrival at Agra.—A Marvellous Monument of Arms, Arts, and Empire.—

Akbar the Great.—HIh Vast Architectural Works.—The Pearl Mosque.—Futtehpore

Sikra.—Its Great Wall.- -The Tomb of Sheik Selim Chishti.—The Punch Mahal.—Ak-

bar's Tomb.—His Wealth.—His Horses and his Elephants.—Weighing his Presents.

March IS th.—Allahabad (the city of God), once a Moliamnic

dan town, has now relapsed to the religion of Bramah. It standb

on the Jnmna, just above its confluence with the Ganges. It de-

rives its present importance from its being the place of junction for

the railroads of Northern India with the main eastern and westera

line, which connects Bombay and Calcutta. The railroad bridge

across the Jumna is celebrated throughout the world. Allah'ibad

is a largo military station, and the capital of the northwes ern

provinces. It has a public garden, which receives a picturesque

effect from two massive Mohammedan tombs or imambat^ras.

We were met at the station, at ten o'clock last night, by

an office^' and conducted to Government House, the residence

of the governor, Sir William Muir. This spacious and elegant

structure was illuminated for a concert. Hospitality attended

with less ostentation, ur a more sympathetic kindness, wo have

never known. Sir William and Lady Muir not only believe in

works of education, but they are patrons of the " Woman's Union

Society of America." A sudden indisposition prevented Mr.

Seward's attendance at a dinner made for him by the United
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Military and Civil Service Club of the Northwestern Provinces,

and the zealous American missionaries residing hero.

Cawnpore, March 'iOth.—Lady Muir accompanied us to o\ir

car at one o'clock this morning. We rode through ripening wheat-

fields, and reached the town on the south side of the Ganges at

sunrise. We write these notes while crossing that river on a pon-

toon bridge, a form especially adapted to rivers like this, Avhich are

subject to immense freshets and floods.

Lnchioio, March 21st.—We came forty miles to this city, tlie

capital of the once independent but now nominal kingdom of

Oude, over a branch of the East India Railway, and through the

valley of the Goomty, a tributary of the Ganges. The soil, often

and severely swept by deluges, is poor. We are guests here of

General Barrow, now Con\missioncr (that is to say, Lieutenant-

Governor) of Oude. With an area half as large as that of the State

of New York, Oude has a population of three millions. Its ancient

EESIDnSCY AT MTKNOW.
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Mogul ca])ital, which in our maps bears the name of Oude, is now

called Fyzabad. Lucknow has enjoyed that dist'nction one hun-

dred and twenty years, and now contains half a million of inhab-

itants. It is doubtless true that Great Britain owes her empire in

India more to the dissension of its native rulers than to the force

of arms. Wc have already seen enough of the country to know

that the causes of those dissensions were, like the divisions among

our aboriginal tribes, deep and lasting. The Bramiu religion,

where it was universal, had .10 eiY'.)ct to produce unity among the

tribal communities dispersed over vast territory, and rendered

irreconcilable by diversity of climate, race, and language. The

Tartars or Scythians, border nations on the North, continually in-

truded, producing alienation between the Hindoo communities,

while the conquering- Mohammedans, by an arrogant rule, op-

pressed and crushed the nati\ es.

Agra, March 22(1.—Leaving the Ganges at Cawnpore, we came,

by the East India Railway, to Toondla junction, and thence, over a

branch, to Agra, on the Jumna, one hundred and thirty miles north-

west from Allahabad. Some bills, which wo ci'ussed, are without

ii'vigation,and barren, but the country generally wears the same as-

poet as the plain of the Ganges. The irrigated rtdieat-tields yield

sixteei\ bushels to the acre. The population is four hundred to a

square mile. They have no modern agricidtural iniplements or

luiicliiuery. Deficient in industry as in energy, they sit on the

ground when they use the sickle. That they are humane is seen in

the large privileges they yield to the gleaners.

When we came to Benares, the gentleman who met us there

said, "We are glad that you came here before going to Agra."

" You do well," said General Barrow, " to see Lucknow before

going to Agra." Both were right.

Bonarop, although unicpie and grand, now seems to us as

merely an embodiment of an inactive sentiment of mystic devo-

tion. Lucknow is the fanciful capital of an ephemeral kingdom.

Agra, tho\igh ruined, is a marvellous monument of arms, arts,

and empire. During a period of one hundred and fifty years, and
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until tho reign of Akbar, the successors of Tanicrliine made Viti'.i

progress in consolidating their empire in India. That monarcli,

tho greatest, wisest, and best of them all, enlarged it from three

provinces to fifteen, and founded tho capital at Agra, which soon

grew into a magniticent city of half a million. His successors, per-

haps wisely, perhaps necessarily, removed the Mogul throne to

Delhi ; and Agra, experiencing no subsetiuent renovation in tho

casualties of war and concpicst, has shrunk into a provincial town

of a quarter of its former population. There are three monuments

here and in the vicinity which are the work of Akbar : the fort of

Agra, Futtehpore Sikra, and Secundra. These, together with the

famous Taj-Mahal, constitute tho traveller's study here. The fort,

which has an ample moat and drawbridge, is a mile and a half in

circuit, built entirely of red sandstone, and measures, from the foun-

dation to tho embrasured battlements, seventy-two feet. It seems

to have been designed quite as nnich for civil use as for dcfenoe.

It now contains a British arsenal. Its area was filled with palatial

structures, of which two remain in a stnte of imperfect preservation,

the Imperial Palace and the Pearl Mosque. The substructions of

the palace are red sandstone, but nearly all of its porticos, courts,

corridors, chambers, and pavilions, are of polished white marble.

The walls of the balcony, which overliangs the Jumna, are finely

inlaid inside and outside with mosaics, which combine jasper, agate,

carnelian, bloodstone, lapis-lazuli, and malachite. The balcony is

guarded with balustrades ot delicate marble fretwork. The apart-

ments of the zenana are extensive and of exquisite finish. They

look down upon what was once a garden. The fountains, wliicli

threw fanciful jets into bathing-rooms, are broken up, but the

vaulted roofs of marble tracery still remain filled with the thou-

sands of miniature prismatic mirrors. The Divan, in Orich'al

speech called the " Judgment-seat of Akbar," is a grand open por-

tico, with Saracenic roof and arches, resting on three rows of col-

umns. In its centre is a marble throne, inlaid, like the pavilion

which covers it, with mosaic wreaths and texts from the Koran,

composed of jasper and carnelian. A tablet, in the wall behind

the throne, bears the inscription "Ain Akbaree" (the Laws of
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THE PEARL MOSQUE. 889

Akbar). A Persian poet has written beneath it, in his own lan-

guage, "Tho Euler of the World."

The Motee Musjid, poetically Pearl Mosque^ and the pearl of

all mosques, consists of a single corridor of polished white marble,

with three rows of Saracenic pillars and arches, which support a

marble dome, encircled with gilded minarets. The dimensions are

INLAID BCUEEN, TOMB OF HINA BEQUM, AQBA.

small, but the symmetry is perfect, while a severe simplicity ex-

cludes equally blemish, fault, or excess. Less fortunate in official

acquaintance here than elsewhere, we were unable to gain admit-

tance to the storehouse in the arsenal, in which are preserved the

famous sandal-wood gates which Sultan Mahmoud of Ghuznee

carried away from the ancient ecclesiastical city of Somnath to
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Afghanistan, eight hundred years, ago, and wliich the British

brought back in 1842, to please their Hindoo subjects.

March 236?.—Futtchpore Sikra is twenty-two miles west of

Agra. Desirous to avoid travel under a mid-day heat, wc con-

tracted yesterday, with the landlord, for a carriage and two horses,

to leave the hotel at five o'clock this morning, with relays on the

road. By dint of labor, we awakened the landlord, servants, and

drivers, aid got off at half-past six, with only one horse, and no

provision for a relay. The smooth road over a level plain exhibits

on all sides the ruins of mosques and palaces of the once great

capital. As this was practically our first private excursion in the

country, we greatly enjoyed the novel rural scenes it presented.

Here was the primitive Hindoo well or fountain by the roadside,

from which veiled maidens were filling their polished brazen urns.

We saw even the youthful Jacob, helping a bashful Rachel to poise

a pitcher on her head. The dress of the people is more striking,

both in fashion and color, than we have before seen. The crow is

here in force as everywhere, but is outnumbered by the ringdove.

Adjutants and flamingos marshalled us through avenues of flower-

ing acacias and mangos. Oxen, asses, and camels, in trains and

loaded with cotton, obstructed the way.

Futtehpore Sikra was an imperial suburb built by Akbar, and

was six miles in circumference. He enclosed the whole by a high

embrasured wall of red sandstone. This fortification, with its lofty

Saracenic gate, remains as if in mockery, protecting the now deso-

lated theatre of imperial pomp and recreation. Our one jaded

beast gave out when we reached this gate. A native guide met us

there, and we found his strong arm useful in climbing the rocky

ledge under a burning sun. He led us, by a circuitous path over

broken columns and fallen arches, into a court covered with masses

of dehris. Before us rose a terrace, which we wore to ascend by

one hundred stone steps. This staircase was crowned by a Sara-

cenic gate-way one hundred and twenty feet high. Ascending the

easy and yet unbroken stairway, we passed under the lofty arcli,

which incites the pilgrim of every land to the tomb of Sheik
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A SARACENIC GATE. 391

Selim Chishti, the religious monitor of Akbar. Here we rested a •

moment to examine the stupendous open doors, which, though fur-

rowed by the storms of three hundred years, are still almost literally

SARACENIC QATK.

covered with gilded horseshoes. The soubahdars of the empire in

their pride took them from the hoofs of favorite steeds, and aflSxed

them on the gates in token of fealty to Akbar. Passing from the

gate, we stood in a court four hundred feet square, closely paved

with dark-red hewn sandstone. On the several sides of the court

is a corridor fifty feet wide, with a roof resting on pillars of red

sandstone filty feet high. A central fountain lends a peculiar grace

to the court. The tomb of the sheik is beyond the fountain, op-

posite to the great portal, and is surmounted by a lofty, triple-
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domed mosque of white marble. The pedestal or platform is of

jasper. The sarcophagus resting on it has a canopy six feet high,

and both are of unmixed mother-of-pearl. The whole structure is

protected on all sides by a white marble screen, composed of panels,

eight feet square, of open filagree work, inlaid with carnelian. It

detracts somewhat from the character of Sheik Selim Chishti tor

ascetic v^irtuc, as well as from the character of Akbar for munili-

cence, that this gorgeous tomb was built with the private assets of

the saint himself, at a cost of nearly two million dollars. We
climbed the roof of the corridor and looked down on a mass and

medley of ruins, bounded only by the outer wall. The desolation

seemed complete, except that here and there we distinguished a

pavilion not entirely dilapidated, a pointed arch, a monument or a

pinnacle, which maintains its solitary position in defiance of time.

We now repaired to the palace in which Akbar resided. It miglit

with no great expense be restored. It is not one compact structure,

but consists of many edifices, some quite distant from the others.

Moved by a tradition which prevails hero that Akbar had a

Christian wife, brought from Constantinople, we explored a siiitc

of apartments which she is said to have occupied, expecting to find

relics of her piety and devotion. But we had no more success hero

+han in our inquiries for " Jessie Brown " at Lueknow. There

still remain in these sumptuous apartments some fiite frescos, the

work evidently of Persian artists—while the walls and ceilings ex-

hibit a wonderful elaboration of sculpture.

It is impossibl* now to obtain a correct idea of the uses of tae

different corridors, courts, pavilions, and gate-ways which intervene

between the principal structures of the palace. One of these is

very curious, the Panch Mahal. It consists of five pavilions, each

of which is supported by carved pillars. The se/cral pavilions are

in stories or stages, one above another, making the form of a

pyramid. Another pavilion has a large suite of apartments ar-

ranged in a k jyrinth. Tradition says that the ladies of the Imrciii

used this part of the building for the diversion of hide-and-seek.

There is a S(piare edifice, standing quite by itself, and covered by r

dome: on the outside, it appears to be of twc stories; wl^^hin, how-
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PILLAR IN AKBAR'S COUNCIL-CHAMBER.
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over, it is open from the floor to the ceiling of the dome. A
massive carved pillar rises in the centre from the floor to the

ceipng. Fifteen feet from the floor is a gallery with a balustrade

encircling the chamber. From each comer of this gallery a plat-

form, with a like balustrade, connects horizontally with a circular

gallery built around the central column.

^»»sa»4.-i. \i,,,,-^,,. 'Vs^Sisk. -^s^^t .,,1.

mO^^mgg ||||QBg|r{|gg|- l_BBa» iKiJKSIliS 'll''!l!J||l|l^'
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HI ne ";'^:^'''
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PAHCn MAHAL.

Akbar was a contemporary of Queen Elizabeth. They assure us

that he sat on the central platfonn and leaned against the column,

which supports it, while he listened to the instructions in science,

morals, and religion, of sages and saints whom he had summoned

from all the schools and cloisters of the East, and who were arranged

on the outer platform around him. The broad disk of the dial by

which the Mogul monarch measured the hours remains. There is

still in good preservation the place where Akbar stood while re-

kER.
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coiving the homage of hia Riibjccts at hia levees or durbars. Nor

ia there wanting unequivocal evidence that the groat man delighted

in games of chance. An open square of sixty feet has a pavement,

arranged as a chess-board, in blocks of black and white marble.

Instead of ivory, bronze, or wooden chess-men, the contending

kings, queens, knights, bishops, castles, and pawns, were beautiful

slave-women, who moved as directed by the monarch or his oppo-

nent. They add further that the performers themselves were the

stake for which the game was played. A building known as the

palace of Bcerbal was assigned by Akbar to his favorite prime-

minister. It remains in fine preservation, and our architects and

artists might study to advantage its classic design and elaborate

sculpture. If the ghost of the favorite is allowed to revisit the

scone of his power, he might well exclaim, " To what base uses

"

has my palace " come at last
!

" when he saw us, infidel republicans

of the West, loitering, lunching, and lounging in his elegant cham-

bers. Wo pass without particular mention the so-called " Antelope

Tower," one hundred feet high, studded with imitation elephants'

tusks, as well as the triumphal arch, guarded by colored elephants.

But we must not omit to record that, excepting the tomb, mosque,

and other merely ornamental structures, the entire town of Fut-

tehpore Sikra was built wholly of fine freestone; no baser

material entered into the construction for the purpose of either

foundation, column, wall, roof, or dome.

We historically know that this palace was built in 1571, and

that Akbar resided in it twelve years. We have no account of the

period when its decay began, or how rapid has been its fall into

neglect and ruin.

M

March 24:th.—If a man desires that there shall lea monument

to perpetuate his memory, he does wisely, in a worldly sense, if

he builds it himself. Akbar's tomb at Secundra shows that he

had this wisdom. He extended the Mogul Empire from the Indus

to the Bay of Bengal. Historians rather indicate his wealth by

anecdote than describe his habits of life. They tell us that his

private hunting-stud, used also for war-purposes, consisted of five
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thousand elephants and ten thousand horses. "Wf o not know

whether he was the first to set the example which is said still to

prevail among the princes of the East, of weighing his gratuities in

gold against his own weight on festive occasions ; it is, however,

certain, that this monarch on one such occasion weighed a gratuity

in gold against his own person, a second gratuity in silver, and a

third in perfiunes.

AIUJAB'S tomb at 8ECVNDBA.



CHAPTER IX.

SECUNDRA AND THE TAJ-MAHAL.

The Tomb of Akbar.—Derivation of the Name of Socundra.—The Taj-Mahal, the Tomb

of the Banoo Begum.—Description of the Taj.—The Tomb of King Cotton.—The

Inferiority of Indian Cotton.—Mode of Packing it.

The plain over which we drove, five miles to Secundra, shows

some imanibarras and other less pretentious Moorish tombs, all

dilapidated or in ruins. The great imambarra, here called sini])ly

the tomb of Akbar, stands on a terrace of moderate elevation, in

the centre of an immense garden, which overlooks the Jumna.

The entrance to the garden is through a Saracenic gate-way, with a

white marble minaret rising on either side, and towering high

above the apex of the lofty arch. Besides a profusion of roses and

other flowering shrubs, the garden makes a rich display of mango,

orange, date, palm, perpul, and banyan trees. The perpul, with

its branches bending in the wind and trailing o\\ the ground, is

emblematic of mourning in the East, as the willow is in the "West.

A series of oblong marble fountains, stretching down a terraced

slope, filled with the lotus and other aquatic plants, divides into two

parts the grand avenue which leads through the gate from the gar-

den to the tomb. The imambarra covers a spac* of three hundred

feet, upon a platform of white marble four hundred feet square. It

has five stories, each upper story being of smaller dimensions tlian

the one beneath it. The four lower stories are built of red sand-

stone—the upper one, including floor, dome, and cupola, is of
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polished white marble. The exterior of the several stories, instead

of having balustrades, is ornamented with pavilions, whir^h. resting

on graceful columns, terminate in gilded spires. Ha\ing reached

the paved floor of the first story, we descended an inclined plane,

into a spacious, oblong, arched vault, directly under the centre of

the edifice. Its roof rests on polished marble columns, the spaces

between which are filled with chiselled marble screens. A marble

sarcophagus within this vault contains the ashes of Akbar. The

covering of the sarcophagus is ornamented with flowering-vines,

and on its lid is an Arabic inscription. It is a favorite piinciple

in Oriental architecture, that each distinct part must have a rela-

tive or corresponding part, called an answer. The principle is car-

ried here to absurdity : there is a mock sarcophagus on the marble

floor of the uppermost story, directly over the sarcophagus, wrought

:n precisely the same form as the one below. Its lid is covered

with inscriptions, in raised letters, of the ninety names of God.

This imambarra is, we doubt not, the most magnificent monument

which ever was raised to the memory of a conqueror. In 1803, it

served as a barrack for a regiment of dragoons, but the Government

of British India has since that time taken special care to protect it

equally from decay and desecration. Not a stone of the noble

structure has been removed or displaced.

"We leave the tomb of the great Akbar with the single re-

mark that the name of the place which contains it, Secundra, is

an Indian derivation from that of the first European invader of

India, Alexander the Great. The name of that conqueror seems

to have secured the same admiration in the East which in the

West has been so long accorded to that of Csesar.

Although Akbar is distinguished for having built for the de-

fence of his capital the unequalled fort of Agra, with its splendid

palace and its beautiful Pearl Mosque, and although he converted

the stony ledge of Futtehpore Sikra into a,n architnctural vision for

an illustration of his reign, and although ho built for himself at

Secundra a monument more admirable than that of Cheops, never-

theless, it remained for a descendant to raise a monument more

exquisite tlian ariy of these—a monument, indeed, which is admit-
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ted by the whole world to be the most beautiful that the earth has

ever beheld.

An opinion prevails to some extent in the West that the Taj-

Mahal is the tomb of Ifourmahal, " the Light of the Harem," in

Moore's " Lalla Kookh." But that is an error. " The Light of the

Harem," the young Nourmahal, was buried at Lahore. Shah

Jehan, the son of Jehangeer, and grandson of Akbar, who brilt

the Taj-Mahal, to be the tomb of his sultana, Banoo Begum, was

a prince of magnificent tastes. ^le was also called to endure

many trials and much suffering. History does not attempt to tell

how the Banoo Begum, more than others of her sex, deserved the

great distinction which she attained. Poets in the East, in their

imaginative dreamings. Lave tried to supply this shortcoming of his-

tory. They describe her as beautiful, graceful, gentle, loving, and

n
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it the eartli has faithful, but hundreds, thousands, and millions, who have been as

lovable as she is thus described, have passed away without monu-

ment, though they may have been neither " unwept, unhonored, nor

unsung." Let the natural suggestion of our own hearts furnish

the solution. Whatever else Banoo Begum may have been, or

may have done, she was beautiful, she loved Shah Jehan devotedly,

and he loved her more than all the world beside. Tradition says

that she called her husband to her side in her last hours, and re-

quired him to promise her two things : First, that he would not

marry again ; and, second, that he would build her a beautiful tomb.

We reject the tradition, for we are unwilling to believe that a

woman who could inspire such love as his could have doubted his

fidelity, or have been concerned about her own interment.

The Taj stands upon the centre of a terrace, within a walled

garden of twenty-five acres, on the banks of the Jumna. At either

end of the terrace is an edifice of massive sandstone, with a dome

of the same material. Midway between these is the incomparable

Taj. As you approach, through an outer paved and walled pre-

cinct, the grand gate-way comes into view. It is a majestic Sara-

cenic arch, eighty feet high, springing from two abutments of red

sandstone, having white marble panels, which are completely

covered with texts from the Koran, inlaid in black marble, and

each being surmounted by a white-marble minaret. Coming under

the arch, and looking through a long vista formed by rows of Ital-

ian cypress-trees planted on either side of a series of crystal foun-

tains, you see the Taj rising from an elevation of thirty feet above

the terrace. The platform, in the middle of the terrace, is a scjuare

of four hundred feet, paved with white marble, and each corner

bears an exquisite white-marble minaret, two hundred feet high.

The Taj 18 a square structure of one hundred and fifty feet, reduced

to an octagonal figure, with four principal faces, by having the cor-

ners cut down. The four smaller faces are lower than the larger

ones. The entire edifice is built of polished white marble. Its

Oriental dome, first swelling into a globe, tapers upward into a

spire which is surmounted by a golden crescent. Four lesser

domes of the same matchless form crown the truncated facades.
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At the centre of each of the four wide sides or fronts is a porch,

consisting of a single Saracenic arch, which rises from the pave-

ment two-thirds of the height of the building. Between these

great arches the wall ia relieved by two lesser arches of the same

form, one above the other, producing, at a distance, the appearance

of windows. The whole Koran is written, by chapters, in flowing

letters of delicately-inlaid black marble, over the carved pilasters,

architraves, and arches. Entering the porch, opposite the great

gate-way, you descend a gently-inclined plane, as in the tomb of

Akbar, and reach a vaulted white-marble chamber directly under

the centre of the edifice. The light, admitted through the door by

which you have entered, is collected and concentrated on the mar-

ble sarcophagus of Banoo Begum. A similar though smaller sar-

cophagus is placed in the shadow—it holds the dust of her lover-

husband. Shah Jehan. Each of these tombs is of marble as pure as

the purest of Carrara, the sultana's most elaborately inlaid with

vines, interwoven with texts from the Koran, traced in blood-

stone, agate, carnelian, lapis-lazuli, malachite, jasper, garnets, em-

eralds, rubies, topaz, and sapphires. Ascending to the main floor

of the edifice, over the vaulted chamber, you are in the centre of

au octagonal temple, and look up into a dome of snowy marble,

two hundred and sixty-two feet high. This interior, though of vast

dimensions, has such delicate proportions, and such harmony of

light, that you arc not at all oppressed with a sense of grandeur or

immensity, but only of a consciousness of exquisite, indescribable

beauty. Although we stepped regularly, timidly, and lightly, yet

"our footsteps brought down deafening reverberations from the

dome. Our conversation came back to us in a confusion of thun-

ders, and a gentle whisper was repeated over and over again, like

tones of music dying in the distance. On the rich mosaic floor, di-

rectly above the real tomb, are the duplicate sarcophagi, and a flood

of mellowed light, brought through a single aperture in the dome,

streams over the answering memorial of the beautiful '^egum.

These simulated cenotaphs arc ornamented in the same manner as

the real ones below, but more elaborr>tely and more exquisitely.

They are protected by an octagonal screen, eight feet high, of mar-
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feet high, of mar-

ble lace-work, marvellously interwoven with stems, leaves, and

flowers of the lotus and of the rose, all ncircled with a waving

wreath of graceful, tender, twining passion-flower, in mosaic of

precious stones and gems.

Man's chief subject of contemplation is his Creator, his Redeem-

er, his Saviour. In action he balances between desire for power and

lovo of freedom. He has attempted to express all these emotions

in architecture. The Parthenon is his highest expression, in that

form, of awe of the gods. St. Peter's speaks, with not less distinct-

ness, his sentiment of religious devotion. The Pyramids tell his

reverence for human grandeur. The Capitol, at Washington, mani-

fests his love of freedom. The Taj-Mahal pretends to utter no

such lofty sentiments as tliese, but it speaks out, more naturally

than all, the gentlest, sweetest sentiment of human nature—pure,

spiritual love. A tale of love is written, an idyl is sung, a melody

of the tender passion breathes tL ough this pure marble and these

precious jewels. The tomb of Banoo Begum, in architecture, like

the apotheosis of Beatrice, in poetry, is without an original and

without '. copy.

The Taj is a modem structure. It is a sad reflection that the

name of the architect is already lost. Connoisseurs differ in opin-

ion concerning the style. Some call it Italian ; others insist that it

is Saracenic ; others proiiounce it Persian. We incline to think it

eclectic, a blending of the beautiful in each.

liarch 2oth.—From the tomb of the Mogid monarch of India,

Akbar, we passed to the tomb of the pretended monarch of Ameri-

ca, King Cotton. The failure, during our civil war, of the cotton-

supply, wiiich had before been derived from the United States,

obliged the European nations to seek it elsewhere. Notable

attempts to cultivate the staple were made in Italy, but without

success. An effort of the Viceroy of Egypt was hardly more effect-

ual. India promised better. Cotton was indigenous, and success-

fully cultivated in the plains which divide the Indus from the

Ganges. The importunate demand of the European markets

stimulated the production there. Fortunes were made by specu-
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lation in cotton almost as rapidly in Bombay as tliey were lost in

New Orleans. Agra was the centre of the producing districts.

At the end of the war, it became a grave question whether the

(DTKlN .MEKCIIANTS, AOnA.

advantage wliich had thus been gained by India could be retained,

or whether the great monopoly could be recovered by the United

States. The change of the system there, from one of slave labor to

free labor, worked to our prejudice, and doiibts still remained, when

we left home, concerning the solution of the problem. "Wo have

found that solution here. The producers now universally confess

that the cotton is greatly inferior to the American fibre ; they con-

fess, moreover, that the plant degenerates under the burning sun of

India, although they use the seed imported from the United States.

Again, the efforts to introduce improved machinery have failed.

Wo examined one of the establishments in which cotton is prepared

for the market. The process is very rude. The cotton is passed

between a pair of wooden rollers which are moved by hand. Tliijj

simple mechanism is found in every house, and is an exclusive

\/



PACKING COTTON. 403

of slave labor to

oconpation of women. The operation of packing is fjuito as rude

:

live men, with their feet, tramp!o the cotton into a succession of

square boxes, one above the other ; five other men hold the boxes

in their places until the stack thus raised contains the complement

of a bale. An iron screw is then let down through an upper floor

upon the centre of the cotton-stack. This screw is worked by

eighty other men. Each laborer ejaculates or groans with every

push thnt ho gives the lever, and this gi'oanin«^ combined with the

noise of their tread upon the floor, produces an indescribable and

ludicrous confusion. This examination convinced us that Sir Rich-

ard Temple did not misstate in the annual budget the decline of

cotton-production.

uir. TA.i, KKOM THE ForsTAi;;.



CIIAl'TER X.

DELHI, THE MOGUL CAPITAL.

A Viviil Contrast to Agra.—Ludlow Castlo.—Brief Sketch of Hindoo Ilistory.—Tlie Per-

sians.—Tlie (iroclis.—The Aral)8.—Siiltun Mulinioiu!.—Tlie Monjjols or Moguls,—

Foundation of Dcllii.—Succcstfivo Changes of Site.—The Kootub Miimr.—A Singu-

lar Iron Short.—Tlie Mogul Tombs.—The Tomb of JoUanaro.—The Jumna Masjid.—

The Imperial Palace.—Farewell to Delhi.

Ludlow Castle, Delhi., March 20^A.—In crossing tho Juiima,

tho citadel of Delhi scoma to bo directly over tho terminus of the

railroad-bridge, and gives a fine effect to the approach. As iirst

seen, Delhi is a vivid contrast to Agra. Akbar wedded Agra, and

died—like the Hindoo widow, she has faithfully mourned him in

decline and poverty ever since. Delhi, until recently the capital

of the Mogul dynasty, and since an important scat of British rule,

is a fickle jade, who easily transferred her allegiance. "We entered

by tho Cashmere gate, and, driving over a broad plain, in which fine

European buildings alternate with highly-cultivated gardens, we

reached Ludlow Castle, where we are the guests of the civil coiu-

missioner of the district. Colonel Young.

The outside world derived its earliest knowledge of India from

its neighbors, the Persians, who maintained a vigorous commerce

with Greece in the time of Darius. They gave to tho country its

name of Hindostan, the land of the black men. There still remain

in the Andaman Islands, and some other parts of India, tribes of

savagis, who are supposed to be derived from an aboriginal race

which possessed the country before the Hindoos. Ilowever that
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fact may bo, tbo carlicHt luHtory of Ilindostan reproBcnte tbo entire

((luntry frnm tbo Indiitt to tbo border of Ibirinab, and from tbo

IliuMilayas to Cupo (Joinorin, as inhabited by ono people, pro-

fe«.s'ng tbo Bnunin faith, although thoy mu8t have been then

divided into distinct tribes, having dill'erent dialects. It was,

however, an isolated and unsocial nation, Bucb as Japan and

China since have been.

Three hundred years before the Christian era, Alexander ex-

tended bis conciuest across tbo Indus and to tbo banks of the Ily-

daspes (tho Sutloj) with tbo purpose of bringing isolated India into

the family of Mediterranean nations. This great enterprise might

doubtless have been achieved at that time, had it not been defeated

by the refusal of tho Macedonian army to go farther. His suc-

cessors (juickly lost the ground ho bad gained. Tho history of

Ilindostan, since that period, is tho story only of repetiticms of

attempts, like that of Alexander, for the conquest of tbo country,

favored, like bis, by a slow jirocess of internal disintegration. The

propaganilism of Ibiddha, which occurred soon after the failure of

the Greek concpicst, convulsed the country, and, arraying its tribes

and religious sects against each othei", opened the way to a new

invader. Mohammed was a religious reformer of a very difl'erent

order from Buddha. Tho latter propagated by preaching, the

former by the sword. In the reign of the Caliph Walid, about

7ir) A. I)., the Arabs invaded Ilindostan from the sea, and con-

quered Scinde and part of the Punjab, which they held for some

years. But the Hindoos, rallying under the banner of their an-

cient faith, expelled tbo Mussulman, though only with the conse-

quence of provoking new invasions. Sultan Mahmoud advanced

into the Punjab, in the eleventh century ; and his successors, con-

quering the whole of Northern India, and establishing their capital

at Delhi, extended their sway across the Jumna and the Ganges.

These partial Mohammedan conquerors in the north encouraged

a bolder leader of the same faith. In ir98, Tamerlane invaded

the country, seized Delhi, and, with a war of terrific barbarity,

established that great Mongol or Mogul Empire which Great Brit-

ain in fact suppressed in 1803, but of which she permitted a
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shadow to stand iintil 1857. With the exception of Akbar's resi-

dence at Agra, Delhi was the capital of the Mogul Empire until its

dissolution. "With successive changes of dynasty, the city has from

time to time changed its place from one part of the plain to another.

So it has happened that the Delhi of to-day is th» last one of a

dozen cities which have successively borne the same name, and

enjoyed the honors of a capital. This modern Delhi dates from the

time of Ilumayoon, the father of Akbar.

Delhi^ March 28M.
—

"We drove yesterday eleven miles across

the plain, seeing on all sides the palaces, mosques, and tombs, some

still erect though abandoned, others in dilapidation, others mere

debris, which mark the sites of the several capitals which have

passed away. Among these relics, stands the Kootub Minar. It

may, as claimed here, or may not be, the highest pillar in the world,

"We first saw it at a distance of seven miles, under a dim twiliglit,

which, like moonlight, may have had the effect of increasing its

apparent elevation. Approaching nearer, we found the column a

circular fluted one of red sandstone, two hundred and thirty-eight

feet high, forty-seven feet in diameter at the base, and divided into

five stages or stories, the base of each story ornamented with a

projecting gallery and balustrade. The heights of the successive

stories are graduated in exact proportion to the contracting diam-

eter of the column, the height of the lower story being ninety-

four feet, while that of the upper is only twenty-two feet. As wo

looked up beneath this towering monument, standing so erect and

alone in the broad field of desolation, it seemed to us that, like

Memnou on the Nile, it might have a voice, and so might tell us

a long history of heroic achievements, magnificent designs, and

bitter disappointments, of which it has been a witness.

The Dak is a government institution for the transportation of

passengers and property. It consists of carts drawn either by

horses or oxen, with changes every four miles. At each station is

the " dak bungalow," in which the traveller, who carries his own

provisions and bed, may take rest and refreshment. A pretty

Hindoo temple, which stands under the shadow of the Kootub, hss
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It served us pleasantly for our evening repast, and gave ususe.

airy lodgings for the night. This morning, wo looked from its

veranda upon the great, dark column, as it received and reflected

TUE KOOTl-B MINAB.

the rays of the rising sun. In this illumination, which left the base

in deep shadow, the monument seemed even more perfect and

loftier than it did on the night before. A closer observation, while

it showed some now points of beauty, revealed also some defects.

The fluting of the column difl'ers at the several stories. In the

first story the fluting is circular, in the second angular, in the third

the circle and the an^le alternate ; the fourth story is of white

marble, encircled at the middle with a belt of brown sandstone ; the
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fifth story is of nninixcd white marble. Underneath the magiiifi-

cent sculptured cornice which supports the gallery of each story,

the column is boldly carved in Arabic, in texts from the Koran, and

in part recitals of repairs and improvements made by different

monarchs. A circular iron staircase conducts to the summit, where

the visitor takes in at one view the Jurnna, the Delhi of our time,

and all the ruined Delhis for miles and miles around. How lar<re

must be the number of those who have trodden that lofty, spiral

staircase, and how diverse must ha\o been their reading of the

lessons which that giddy height affords ! The recitals mentioned,

as translated by General Cunningham, give us only this informa-

tion : that the erection of the cuiumn was the work of several cen-

turies ; that it was finished in 1230, one hundred and sixty years

before Tamerlane, and in the reign of Shumsh-oodeen-Altunisli.

We are profoundly grateful for this information, but it would have

saved a world of conjecture and research if the writers of those in-

scriptions had told us who designed and began the structure, and

for what objccf. Was it built as it now stands alone, or was it an

appurtenance to some temple, or palace, or mosque which has long

since mingled with the earth ? Was it, like the Tower of Babel, de-

signed as a stairway to the heavens, or was it to be an observatory

from which to measure the magnitude and tne movements of the

stars? Is it a triumphal column, or is it a tomb? Parts of it have

been blackened by the storm, and even deranged by the lightning

and the earthquake. Nevertheless, it stands firmly, and may en-

dure for many thousand years. Distant one or two hundred f<}et

from the column are the dilapidated gates and walls of a spacious

mosque. Some imagine the Kootub Minar an adjunct of thiit

mosque ; others controvert this position, while they maintain that

the structure for which the Kootub was designed to be an orna-

ment, though projected, was never built.

There is a relic, not far from the Kootub Minar, of even greater

antiquity, and more mysterious. It is a cylindricn^ iron shaft, six-

teen inches thick, estimated by General (/unning'iiam to be .-ixty

feet long, aiid to weigh seventeen tons. Excavations, to the depth

of twentj'-six feet, have finled to find its lower end, while its top is
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twenty-two fee\ above the surface. Tourists cannot safely assume

to be rtrchaiologirtts. The accomplished travellci Bayard Taylor

says he learned at Delhi that an inscription on the shaft assigns

it a date one century before the Christian em. If our guides

translated correctly the same inscription for us, it was erected A. d.

;5l9. The surroundings of this monun:ont are perplexing; it

stands in the very centre of an immense dilapidated but not demol-

ished Mohammedan caravanserai, palace, or mosque. The Sara-

cenic arclies of this ruin indicate, beyond all mistake, its Moham-

medan character ; but, here comes the difficulty : all these fine

Moorish arches rest on rudely-wrought, monolith granite columns,

which arc covered with carvings, and vines, and images of idols,

and saints. I3eyond a doubt these rough columns were raised in

honor of the thirty-three thousand gods of the Hindoos. We rec-

ognized, as we thought, not only those of the Braminical faith, but

also some belonging to the reformed creed of Buddha. But we could

not be ce»*tain of this, for the Mussulman iconoclast has treated

them all as equally offending against the second command of Moses.

IIo has battered and defaced them so effectually that they are no

longer like unto " any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth." Take

into consideration, now, that the cross of St. George waves over

those ruins, and we have a grouping, in a circumscribed area, of the

monuments of Braminical worship, Buddhist worship, Mohamme-

dan worship, and Christian worship ; the several religions succeed-

ing each other as conquerors, and all within the period of two

thousand years. We drove, next, to a cemetery, which is compar-

atively modern ; alighting hero, wo walked through several narrow

aisles bordered by so many costly and beautiful marble cenotaphs

that even the graveyard of Mogul monarchs became as monotonous,

and the eulogistic Arabic inscriptions on them as tedious, as the

"Collection of American Epitaplis and Inscriptions, with Occasional

Notes, by the Rev. Timothy Alden, A. M., in two vols., New York,

1814." The tomb of llumayoon, however, deserves "special men-

tion," not more on account of the great merit of that monarch than

the magnificence of the monument. The factious rivalry of IIu-
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mayoon's brothers invited an invasion from Afghanistan, in which,

the Mogul emperor was completely overthrown and lluniayoon driv-

en into exile. Finding an asylum in Persia, he formed an alliance

with the king of that country, who furnished Ilumuyoon an army,

with which he returned to Ilindostan, resumed the throne of his

ancestors, and transmitted it to his son, the great Akbar. li there

were no Taj, nor tomb of Akbar, the mausoleum of llumayoon

might perhaps be as much admired as those monuments are. It sur-

passes each of them as well in vastness as in massiveness. Its while

marble dome, resting on arcades of red sandstone, making a marked

feature in the plain, is peculiarly beautiful. Wo turned our stci)s

from the proud mausoleum to a tomb more rare, and of a very

different design. Aurungzebc, whose name is rendered infamous

by his cruelty, was a son of Shah Jehan. He seized his father's

throne, usurped his kingdom, imprisoned him, and, as some histori-

ans write, deprived him of his eyes. His sister, Jelianara, refusing

to enter the imperial court of the usurper, remained with her unfor-

tunate father until his death. A monument, simple and beautiful

as her own character, covers her remains. The inscription which

it bears is said to have been written by herself We brushed

away freshly-cut flowers to look upon it, all the time wondering

who placed them there. These are the words which we read in

Arabic :
" Let no rich canopy rise over my grave ; the grass is the

best covering fo^* the poor in spirit, the humble, the ephemeral

Jehanara, the disciple of the holy men of Cheest, the daughter of

the Emperor Shah Jehan." We derived from this touching memo-

rial an assurance that ages of superstition, bigotry, and fanaticism,

cannot altogether extinguish womanly virtue, or the admiration of

mankind for it.

March 2Si7i.—Our sight-seeing, in India, is necessarily done in

the early morning or in the evening; when the sun is very low in

the horizon. Our record of it is made in the time which can be

snatched from society or necessary rest.

Tlie Jumna Musjid derives imposing cfrect from its situation in

the centre of an oblong area, on a rocky terrace, which extends
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from the Cashmere gate to the Delhi gate, and is approached by

magnificent stone staircases on three sides—a site not unlike that

of the Capitol at Washington. The Jmnna Musjid is a mosque,

two hundred feet by one hundred and twenty feet, surmounted by

tliree elegant marble cupolas with gilded spires. At each end is a

superb minaret, built in alternate lines of black and white marble.

The pavement of the mosque is of white-marble slabs, each forty-

two inches by eighteen inches, finished with an inlaid black-marble

border. Each slab is a kneeling-place for a worshipper. Like the

mosque in the citadel of Agra, the edifice is called the " Pearl of

Mosques." We do not attempt to compare the two. Either is

more beautiful than any religious edifice we have ever seen. The

Jumna Musjid is, however, the more highly revered of the two.

Its venerable custodian showed us relics of the greatest possible

sanctity. Among them are a pair of shoes which were worn by the

prophet, and one hair saved from his beard 1 Both of these inesti-

mable treasures are carefully preserved in antique glass cases. We
cannot undertake to vouch for the genuineness of that hair, but we

must confess that the shrivelled and rotten leather makes out a

strong claim for the genuineness of the shoes.

There is, however, a relic, the authenticity of which can hardly

be disputed. It is a devotional autograph manuscript of Fatima,

the faithful and favorite daughter of Mohammed.

Tlie first accounts of the mutiny of '57 that went abroad attrib-

uted it to a discontent on the part of the Hindoos. From inquiries

here, we have no doubt that it was an insurrectionary attempt of

the Mohammedans. Ever since its suppression. Government has

forbidden public worship in the Jumna Musjid.

Here, as at Agra, the Imperial Palace is within tlic walls of the

citadel. It is in complete preservation, and is an additional monu-

ment of the exquisite taste and munificence of Shah Jelian, the

builder of the Taj. Its prominent parts are one greater and one

lesser "audience-hall." Each of these is of polished white mar-

ble, entirely open in front, and placed at such a height as to

afi'ord the emperor, sitting on the throne, not merely a view of

the surrounding audience, but also a view of the procession of his
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vassals as they entered the great palaee-gatcs, with all their gorge-

ous displays of music, soldiers, camels, and elephants. A polished

white-marble throne, in each audience-chamber, is raised on a dais,

six or seven feet high, of the same material. A pure white-marble

canopy, supported by delicate Saracenic pillars, lends this structure

a peculiar grace. Both of these halls have been despoiled of the

decorati-^ns which first aroused the attention of Europe to the mar-

vellous splendor of the Mogul Empire. The solid silver plates of

the great audience-chamber have been stripped from the ceiling,

and sold in the market in London for one hundred and seventy

thousand pounds sterling. The lesser chamber has been robbed of

the famous " peacock-throne," in the construction of which Shah

Jehan expended six million 2>oimds sterUng. The frescos of birds

and flowers on the polished marble walls arc now dim—certainly

they must always have been a blemish. If, however, white marble

and fresco are incongruous, it muat be admitted that white marble

and yellow gold, arranged in just proportions, form the most eflcc-

tive of all ornamental combinations. Such is the fretwork whicli

adorns the capitals, cornices, and flutings of the columns and pilas-

ters. The architect of the palace seems to have been enamoured

of his own creation, for he wrote, on each angle of the lesser aiuli-

ence-chamber, the words which Moore has made familiar to all the

world in " Lalla Rookh :

"

" If thoro be an Elysium on earth,

It is this, it is this."

Let us drop mathematical lines and arithmetical measure-

ments, and try to convey in another way an idea of the palace of

Shah Jehan. Can any one conceive a nobler spectacle than an

inauguration of a President of the United States, under the eastern

portico of the Capitol? Does any one know any thing in the

world more shabby than the broad staging of plank and scantling

on which the august ceremony is performed ? The silver ceiling

and the " peacock-throne " have been removed from the throne-

room at Delhi. We would rub off now the gilding and tlic fres-

cos on the walls. Having thus reduced the magnificent room to
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its original simplicity, we would commend it to the Congress of tho

United States as a model stage for the inauguration-ceremony.

Bayard Taylor, more fortunate than we, saw tho Mogul palace

while it yet was the residence of the last of the successors of Akbar.

The mutineers of '57, inflated with their first success, proclaimed

the restoration of the empire. That stipendiary yielded to anibi-

cious persuasion. lie Avas (piickly overthrown, stripped of allow-

ances, state, and possessions ; and wc find that his heirs, loyal to

the British Government, are now content with the honor of show-

ing us, as guides, the splendor of the halls and tombs of their

ancestors.

Delhi shares with Lahore the commerce of the western and

northern provinces, Afghanistan, Cashmere, and Persia. It seems

likely therefore to remain, as it is, a great and populous city. The

streets are often rendered impassable by heterogeneous caravans.

The shops contain fabrics, tissues, and jewelry, of exquisite richness,

and adapted to every variety of Oriental taste.

Our study of Delhi closed, to-day, with a visit to the heights to

Avhich the British army retired, when driven out of the palace of

Shah Jehan, on the breaking out of the mutiny. They remained

licre six months, successfully resisting the surprises and sorties of

the insurgents in the city—twenty times their number. At last,

being rei'uforeed, they became assailants, stormed the citadel, and

recovered tho capital.

Here we leave our host, and the learned companion of our ex-

plorations, Colonel Young. American travellers are apt to ima-

jrine that Englishmen whom thev meet are cold, if not churlit^h.

Nothing could he farther from this than our experience in India,

and, in looking back through all that experience, we find no more

agrecahio remembrance than that of "Ludlow Castle," and of the

hearty welcome and courteous hospitality we received there.



CHAPTER XL

UMBALLA AND PUTTEEALA.

Meerut, the Scene of the Outbreak of the Great Mutiny.—Hindoo Pilgrims.—First View

of the Himalayas.—Invitations to Putteeala.—Journey thither.—The City of Put

teeala.—Coaches or Elephants?—Entrance into Putteeala.—A Magnificent Pieces

sion.—Our Pahce.

Umhalla, March Z^th.—Leaving Delhi, yesterday morning, we

recrossed the Jumna and its valley by a bridge and long causeway

to the station of Gazeabad. Thence we made our way through a

sea of golden wheat-fields, dotted with islands of blooming mango-

trees—one hundred and fifty miles—to this place. We stopped at

Meerut, a garrison-town, made memorable by being the scene of the

outbreak of the mutiny. That great disaster left at Meerut no such

painful traces or touching monuments as are seen at Cawnpore,

Lucknow, and Delhi.

The common roads parallel with tlie railroad, for a distance of

twenty miles above Meerut, were thronged with travellers, cliietiy

men and children, of all castes and classes—save only the poor pari-

ahs, each troop attended by musicians, their costumes divcr.sc in

form and color. The greater number were pedestrians, but others

rode the native ponies, donkeys, camels, and elephants. A few

showed a special pride as they came along in gayly-decorated cart.s

drawn by clean white o.ven decked with ribbons and garlands.

The long processions which Dublin sent out to Donnyhrook on

the days of its fair; the multitude which throngs the road from



INVITATIONS TO ''UTTEEALA. 415

London to Epsom on the " Derby-day ; " the processions which

coinc "'ith music and banners from New-England villages to a

"mass-meeting;" or the 4th of July in Boston, never exhibited

more eager excitement, or half so much method, or a tithe of the

good-nature, which these Hindoos showed as they trudged along,

coming from all parts of Hindostan, to attend a Braminical festival

at Hurdwar, which is to be improved by being used also as a great

horse-fair.

At four o'clock in the afternoon, we obtained a first view of the

Himalaya Mountains, stretching in a long, blue, hazy outline in the

horizon, sixty miles distant. Major Tigh. commissioner for the

district, met us at the station, and brought us to his fine old bun-

galow, situated in a beautiful park. An Irishman, he retains

equally the warm-heartedness and the naivete of his countrymen.

Putteeala, Mai'ch Z\st.—Immediately after our arrival at

Umballa, a native gentleman presented himself to Major Tigh, and,

iinnouncing himself as ''canal agent" for the Maharajah of Put-

teeala, asked to be presented to Mr. Seward. Before the latter had

time to answer, a second native appeared, and, declaring himself to

be the maharajah's " Minister of Justice," asked to be introduced.

They were adinitted, and each presented a letter of invitation from

the Maharajah of Putteeala tendering us the hospitalities of his

state, elegantly written in Arabic on gilt paper, the envelop being

a bag of the finest kincob. The bag, as well as the notes, was per-

fumed with attar of roses. The bag was tied with a silken cord, on

wbicli was suspended the great waxen seal (weighing four ounces)

of the kingdom, principality, or stp.te, of Putteeala. Yesterday, at

five o'clock p. M,, we proceeded in four carriages, each drawn bv

four horses, which the prince had sent to convey us to his capital.

We were attended by his two messengers, the vuistccd (canal-

agent) and the minister ofjustice, a large military escort, and many

servants. Captain Ilorsford, of the British civil service, accom-

panied us. At stages of one mile each, mounted sentinels first

s:iliited us, and then joined our escort. The maharajah's high civil

officers wore the finest of white India muslin turbans and robes.
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and hid soldiers were arrayed in green, gold, and scarlet, as brightly

as the birds of India.

The Emperor Akbar and his successors made excellent roads,

and at convenient stages built caravanserais for the security and

rest of travellers. These hostelries, each of which is a fortification,

are still well preserved. We stopped at the half-way caravanserai,

and were met there by a large deputation of the maharaj.ah's house-

hold, in dainty costumes, similar to those worn by his messengers.

These deputies, surrounded by sixty or seventy servants, tendered

us congratulations, in the name of his highness, on our safe arrival

thus fur on our journey. Each individual member of these delega-

tions presented to each one of us, on a massive silver salver, cov-

ered with a white napkin, a half-dozen silver coins, and a fresh

bouquet. As insti'ucted, we touched these coins as acknowledg-

ment of mutual friendship, and retained the flowers. This cere-

mony was followed by a profuse supply of delicate refreshments.

In the midst of these attentions, a telegi'am from Puttceala an-

nounced that the British Ministers of Finance and Foreign Attairs

for the district of Punjab were just leaving the town, and would

desire to pay their respects to Mr. Seward when they should meet

him. When we had gone a few miles on our way, those distin-

guished personages, with their families, came rolling along in four

four-horse carriages, and an escort—both the equipages and guard

having been furnished by the maharajah, and being exactly on tlie

same magnificent scale as 'Se by which we were conducted.

Greetings were exchanged, and a cordial invitation was given to

Mr. Seward to extend his journey to Lahore, the capital of the

Punjab.

Putteoala, the capital of the province or native principality of

the same name, is protected by a citadel as spacious, though not so

substantially or scientifically constructed, as Fort Hamilton. Forti-

fications in India seem to have been built as retreats or places of

safety for the sovereign or his family. The mother of the present

prince resides in the citadel of Putteoala. Arriving at its gate, we

came to a halt, and wc saw through a cloud of dust the nialinrajah

coming toward us in a magnificent state coach drawn by six white
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horses ; the highway, on either side, was lined witl aitriders and

a squadron of cavalry. The prince, driving by the side of our

carriage, saluted Mr. Seward with stately cordiality. When the

compliments were ended, the maharajah asked Mr. Seward in

which manner he would prefer to make his entrance into the capi-

tal ;
whether he would go with him in his coach, or whether he

woidd be pleased to make his entrance on the back of an elephant.

Mr. Seward, diffident perhaps of his skill in the latter mode of

travel, or acting under a conviction that modesty best becomes a

visitor, accepted the oiFer of a seat in the coach. The maharajah,

taking his seat at Mr. Seward's left, made a rapid advance toward

the city. The ladies, like Mr. Seward, being complimented with

the £.n:.e choice of manner of entering the city, decided like Mr.

Seward in favor of a comfortable coach-and-six. Hereupon a halt

and parley ensued between Captain Ilorsford and the prince's

master of ceremonies. In the course of this debate, it appeared

that, while the prince excused Mr. Seward's declination ot the

honor of the elephant on the ground of his years, the ladies, who

could ofier no such plea, would give offence by claiming the same

indulgence. Sixty elephants stood by the road-side, richly capari-

soned in cloth of gold and scarlet, all ornamented with gilt ear-

rings and necklaces. There was no more to be said on that ques-

tion. The elephants kneeled, silver ladders were placed against

their sides, and, in less time than it takes to describe the action,

the two ladies, not venturing to ride alone, were seated together

with Captain Ilorsford, in the spacious gilded and velvet howdah.

The elephant arose with a motion like that of the surge on the

coast of ]\[adra9, and the ladies found themselves in the u]iper air.

The Hindoo driver sits on the elephant's head, and directs his

motions by the use of an iron s^pike, which he thrusts against the

skin on either side of the forehead. A procession was then

formed. First, the maharajah with Mr. Seward ; then the ladies
;

next, our three servants, Jeanie, Price, and Freeman ; next, the

mustced ; next, the Minister of Justice, mounted in the same

manner, and behind them the long train of clc])hants without

any riders, and the five Imndrc' richly-caparisoned horses, led
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by as many grooms no loss gayly dressed. As a signal for the

progress to begin, the air was rent by a salvo of nineteen guns;

the salute was repeated by a fusillade from what seemed endless

ranks of infantry, bugles sounded a march, and the cavalry

moved to the front. Four bands of music wheeled into colunni,

playing, more or Jess together, " God save the Queen !" Behind

them a company of lifty bagpipers, playing not altogether, as

they fell into line, "Bonnie Dundee." At the moment of the

cannonade the led horses kicked, pranced, and reared; the ele-

phants uttered piteous, deep, indescribable cries, and tried to

prick np their enormous jewelled ears, remaining otherwise quiet

;

crowds on the wayside shouted applause, and children screamed

with delight. As for Mr. Seward, he, fortunate gentleman, snugly

seated by the maharajah on velvet cushions, in the coach drawn

by six well-trained animals, was unconscious of the disturbance

which had arisen behind him. His inexperienced and more ven-

turesome companions clung to each other in fright—but order

was restored, and all were reassured. On the way to his capi-

tal, the maharajah addressed to Mr. Seward a studied speech

of welcome. Taking care to express his regret that his guest had

not accepted tl'e elephant, the prince said that the troops we had

passed in review were ten thousand in number. He also explained

to Mr. Seward that, when he came to the throne, he found no

streets in Putteeala wide enough for such a pageant as he had occa-

sion to make, and that he had, therefore, enlarged the streets, but

not without making due compensation to the owners of adjacent

property. Night came on as we reached the gates. "We looked

from our howdahs upon the flat roofs of the dwellings and shops be-

low us. Tlicir inmates were gathered at the doors in gay dresses,

and seemed as diminutive as the burghers of Liliput. Thus wo

passed through the entire city, and reached, beyond the fortlier

gate, an esplanade used as a Camj^us Martins. AVinding around

a tall flag-staff, under the folds of what is called the sacred banner,

we stopped before a lofty Saracenic gate. Here, the malmrajali,

with Mr. Seward, aliglited, and the elephant-riders dismounted.

The prince led the way on a gravelled walk, by the side of sue-
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(•Ci«slvc fniintiiiiis, in an orange and lemon garden, as it 80»Mnod, of

l)iiiindless extent. Eat-li fountain poured over u cascade 'nto tlie

ui'Xt. These cascades were illumined by torcli-liglits from beliind,

wliicli intparted to tlio jots all the hues of the rainbow. We
titopped at the porch of a email Saracenic palace. The prince,

taking Mr. Seward by the hand, led him up a gentle flight of Bte[>s,

across a veranda, into a salon which may bo eighty by forty feet,

and thirty feet high, the ceiling supported by a double row of col-

umns, and the walls draped with orange and scarlet silks. " This

palace," said the maharajah, " is yours ; this is the hall in which

you will sit, these apartments on either side of it are the rooms in

which you will sleep. You must bo weary with your journey. I

beg to take my Icavo for the night. I shall have tho honor to visit

you to-morrow morning."

Tho ladies were not slow in exploring the cosy little palace.

Its lights, furniture, and ornamentation, are an Oriental exaggera-

tion of the European style. The welcome dinner, though prepared

by a French hand, and graced with the best wines of Franco, Ger-

many, and Portugal, was served by Hindoos, who, dressed in flow-

ing white gowns, glided noiselessly in bare feet over the velvet

carpet. It was evident, as he himself said, that the Prince of Put-

tocala is not like those "people" whom we see in Calcutta. As

for the ladies, they expressed a doubt whether the story of Aladdin

is iiKlced a fiction.



CHAPTEE XII.

PUTTEEALA {Continued).

O;iontal Displays and Diversions.—The Menagerie.—The Prisons.—The Heir-Apparent.

—

An Elephant Fight.—Jesters and Jugglers.—The Royal Palace.—Magnificence of iho

Maharajah.—The Durbar.—The Young Prince.—Superb Presents.—A Magniiiccnt

Salon.—The Maharajah's Conversation with Mr. Seward.—An Exhibition of Fire-

works.

Aprlt \st.—This lias been a clay of bewildering s .ccession

of Oriental displays and diversions. The Minister of Public

Works came before breakfast, and attended us to the inevi-

table menagerie. The a\iarios, though full, are inferior to those of

the King of Oude. We saw, for the first time, the long-legged,

awkward, brown cassowary, whose name rhymes to "missionary"

in the witty verse where '' Timbuctoo" finds its answer in " hymn-

book too." The tiger collection is very fine, many of the animals

of huge size and quite untamed. From the cages of wild beasts

wc passed to the cages of Avild men, the state-prison of Putteeala. It

covers an uiea of four acres, enclosed by a low adobe wall. There

are eight hundred and twenty-five prisoners, chiefly convicted of

the crimes of arson and burglary ; of these, only one huiulrod

nnd fifty can read and write. Two hundred convicts are inipris-

()ned in other parti of the province Imprisonment is generally

for a term of one, i.vvo, three, or seven years, occasionally for life.

Capital punishment is inflicted only for murder. The pojiulatioii

of tl>e city of Piitteeala is eighty thousand, and that of the ancient
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kingdom or principality is two millions, and yet there has been no

capital execution in two years. The prisoners are neither confined

in separate cells, aor do they live together. Those of each caste

work, sleep, and eat, in different divisions of the building ; the

odious distinction of caste i& preserved nowhere more absolutely

than here. The pariahs, outcasts everywhere in common life, are

equally segi'egated in prison, and subjected if possible to a lower

humiliation. All are heavily ironed, and are guarded by an armed

police of three hundred men. Their Lxbor is either hard or light,

according to the grade of their offence. Hard labor consists of

grinding grain Avith a hand-mill; light labor is weaving carpet,

making shoes, pottery-ware, and the like. Our labor-reformers in

the UT)ited States may find a new argximent for their claims in the

fact that, by the laws of Putteeala, five hours are a full day's work.

The prisoners have native medical attendance, but no religious or

secular instruction. The products of the prison are sold in the

markets, and nearly defray its expenses, which average fourteen

cents a day for each convict. We found at the prison-gate, as we

came out, a train of elephants kneeling for our service, but we

respectfully declined the honor. On the way homeward, we met a

small boy in a gilded coach, with postilions and outriders. He
was so richly arrayed and superbly attended, that we at once con-

jectured him to be the heir-apparent. It was fortunate that we

saluted him ai- such ; for the minister who attended us afterward

informed us that the little lad had been sent out to meet Mr.

Seward, and was attended by the entire ministry. We breakfasted

alone in our little palace, at ten o'clock. The maharajah came at

eleven." He invited Mi*. Seward and the ladies to a grand durbar.

The English ladies whom we have met in India have declared to

us that they decline to receive native princes, on the ground that

the ladies of India decline to receive gentlemen in the zenanas.

The reason given for this seclusion of women is, that a general

intercourse with society would be immoral and unbecoming the

dignity of the sex. But we are inclined to think that Christian

women who thus refuse to recognize the native gentlemen are

in fact adopting the bad customs and manners of India, instead
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of comnictulinpj our own better morals and iiiimncrs to the pco])le

of tliat country. The prince's invitation was accepted. Ho
seemed to Iiave only just taken his leave, when we were sunnnoiied

to meet hitn at the })avilion at the centre gate. Here he con-

ducted us up a winding staircase, and gave us seats in a balcony,

which overlooks the esplanade, lie performed this courtesy in a

manner which showed that he fully understands the Western

sentiment of respect for women. lie afterward took care to

explain to us, through the prime-nunister, his regret that the pre-

vailing and uncompromising religious sentiment of the coinitry

prevented him from introducing the Western social customs into

his own family, lie has two wives, neither of whom has ever seen

a foreigner, man or wonuin, nor has ever met even a eountryinun

of her own, other than the nearest blood relations. The prince

added that, before the Mohammedan conquest, the wonum of his

own royal house were more distinguished for political ability and

energy than the men. A strange remark for an Oriental.

The entertainment to which wo had come was an elephant-

fight. Two enormous combatants were brought on the field.

They came with manifest reluctaTico. Their tusks had been cut

away half their length, and the stumps were bound with hnm.

They fought by pushing their broad foreheads against each otlior,

and by crowding with the shortened tusks. It was seen, aftor

one short encounter, that one animal was more powerful than the

other. The weaker retreated. No efibrt his keeper made ooiild

encourage him to renew the contest, nor could any urging by the

driver of the victorious beast induce him to pursue his advantage.

The prince distnisscd these cond)atants, or rather non-combataiits,

with disgust, and caused them to bo immediately rejilaced by two

other animals of eipially gigantic size. They fought in the same

way as the first, and with about the same result, except that the

vanquished animal in this case retreated quite out of the arena,

while the conqueror was with much difliculty held back from i)ur-

suit. These latter contestants gave place in their turn to two othcr.s

and tlie form of the cond)at varied. AVith their truidcs, they clasped

each other by the head, and, thus embraced, they continued a Ijattle
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until one became so worried and exhausted that lie gave up the

contest. The maharajah said, " These elephants are good fight-

ers, but the heat overpowers them." AVe agreed with him about

the temperature, while we thought the perfonnanco of the i)oor

hcasts needed no ajwlogy. The prince now took his leave, and wo

returned to our palace, and took our seats on the veranda under a

canoi)y of Cashmere shawls, supported by silver stafi's, the fountains

gurgling at our feet. Two court-jesters appeared before us, and in

the Hindoo language went through a rehearsal of dndleries and

pantomimes, which seemed to us not unworthy of J)an llice or

G. L. Fox. They gave place to an acrobat, who, althougli eighty

A CUNJURUK AT PrTTEEALA.

years old, displayed prodigious strength and agility. With a long

sword in hand, he turned a double somersault, cutting a betel-nut

in two parts. Although these performances were ordered for our
i)a
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own party, they soon attracted a crowd of native spectators, who
manifested a higher appreciation for them than we did. "We en-

joyed much more highly their rapt attention; but the prime

minister would have no such vulgar intrusion. The admiring

crowd was dispersed. Then came on another sport, a company

of jugglers, one, a yon^ig man who performed feats with a goat

and a monkey ; another, a very old and eccentric Sikh, with

long, white hair, and eyes as large and sunken as those of

Daniel Webster. He seemed a man to whom we should pay our

homage, rather than one who should be required to cater to our

amusement. His achievement was to make a pigeon fire a mimic

cannon. The ordnance was duly loaded and primed. It went off,

but, in the act, the gentle gunner rose into the air, and went off too.

The string of his captivity had fallen from his feet. He perched on

the palace-roof. The poor old man tried in vain to entice him

down. Ho appealed to the new audience which had gathered

round, but no assistance could be given. The juggler became

inconsolable; when he saw his loss, he assumed an attitude as

piteous as that of " Rip Van Winkle " when he discovers the

absence of his faithful " Schneider."

Next came a musical band, which gave us a concert on native

instruments, playing tlicir pensive airs, which we thought at first

so unintelligible, but which we now find pleasing, sometimes quite

touching. The gamut is like our own, of eight tones, but in play-

ing or singing a melody, called rang^ they use all the semi-tones,

so that the performance is a chromatic succession of notes, and you

have to guess which of the accentuated tones speak the air. Sud-

denly, at the prime minister's command, this series of diversions

came to an end, and all the performers, musicians, jesters, jugglers,

acrobats, and fools, disappeared. Thereupon sixty thorough-bred

Arabian, Persian, Australian, and African horses, came before us

for inspection. They were gorgeously caparisoned, witli silken

bridles, golden trimmings, kincob and velvet robes, and housings

of India cashmere. They wore also gold ear-rings and necklaces

and bangles. One of them, which is claimed to be the fastest horse

in India, borrows the name '-'Hermit" from the great English



e spectators, who

we did. We en-

; but the prime

The admiring

sport, a company

feats with a goat

nitric Sikh, with

ken as those of

re should pay our

i to cater to our

igeon fire a mimic

med. It went off,

', and went off too,

t. He perched on

ain to entice him

lich had gatliered

le juggler became

led an attitude as

he discovers the

concert on native

•e thought at first

;,
sometimes quite

[tones, but in play-

ill the semi-tones,

of notes, and you

sak the air. Sud-

sries of diversions

I, jesters, jugglers,

;ty thorough-bred

ps, came before us

med, with silken

Ibcs, and housings

isrs and necklaces

e the festcst horse

Ihc great English





THE MAHARAJAH'S PALACE. 425

courser. The fantastical grooms manifested scarcely less pride

than the horses themselves in showing their fine points.

What wonder that we now thought the princely exhibition was

ended ? It was not, though. We were summoned again to our

seats in the pavilion at the gate. Two elephants came into the

area with their calves—one of these born since the captivity of the

cow, the other made a captive with its mother in the jungle. Few

persons, perhaps, can imagine how skilfully the little animal throws

back its trunk, while taking its nutriment. The calf that was

"native here, and to the manner born," was bold and indiflferent,

the other timid and frightened. Its cries were almost human, and

the mother's manner of soothing it not less so.

At five o'clock, Mr. Sewai'd, the ladies, Captain Horsford, and

servants, were duly mounted in gorgeous howdahs on elephants,

Mr. Seward being raised to his howdah in a gilded palanquin.

Notwithijtanding our previous experience, we all felt insecure in

our exaltation. While the elephants rose to their feet, we held fast

to the arms of our howdahs, very iViuch as the landsman grasps the

bulwark of a ship in a high sea. Our animals marched three

abreasl, covering the entire pavement of the widened streets.

With the careful help of numberless supple grooms, the party came

safely to the foot of the broad staircase within the court of the

palace, except that, on our calling the roll. Freeman did not answer.

He, like the rest, was mounted on an elephant, but was left behind.

The palace is built on the sides of a quadrangle, is four stories

high, and is quite imposing. A battalion of infantry presented

aims, and a ringing blast from the bugles of a squadron of cavalry

greeted us as we entered the court. While we were dismounting,

a brass band played the ever-fiivorite national anthem in honor of

Mr. Seward, and the bagpipers followed with " Annie Laurie " in

honor of the ladies. We have heretofore described the magnifi-

cence of the attire of the Maharnjah of Putteeala, when he appeared

at the opera and at the concert in Calcutta Te wondered at tlie

istriugs of emeralds and pearls which drooped from his neck and

turban, when he met us yesterday at the citadel. When he paid

bis visit of ceremony this morniiifj at the pavilion, we thought he



11! if
I

420 BRITISH INDIA.

could have nothing in reserve so fine as the diamonds and emeralds

he then wore. One ciiain, suspended from his turban, containod

'

twenty-six brilliants, each as large as a hazel-nut. But those dec-

orations were simplicity itself when compared with the pearls,

rubies, emeralds, sapphires, and diamonds, which flashed upon us

as he stood resplendent on the portico above, waiting to receive us.

The music, until now hushed, burst forth from twelve unseen bauds

at once. With majestic courtesy, he took Mr. Seward by the hand

and conducted him up the steps, and across the terraced portico,

and seated him in a silver arm-chair, which was placed on a dais

within a recess, in a great hall of audience, which was filled to its

utmost capacity. Then excusing himself, his highness returned to

the portico, and conducted one of the ladies to an equally magnifi-

cent seat ; then returned, and brought the other lady in the same

courtly manner. He then seated himself between the two ladies.

Mr. Seward had become anxious, and now asked Captain Ilorsford

for Freeman. Inquiry was made, and he was found sitting meekly,

if not quite patiently, in his gilded howdah, forgotten in the bustle;

equally unable to descend without assistance, or to make his wants

known. At command, a silver ladder was raised against the kneel-

ing beast, and Freeman entered, having had to wait his audience at

Putteeala, as he had before to wait for the fifteenth amendment to

bring him to the citizenship of the United States.

The music ceased. The prince, now turning to Mr. Seward,

delivered an elaborate speech, in which he explained, in a strain

perhaps not altogether free from Eastern hyperbole, the pride and

satisfaction which he derived from Mr. Seward's visit to his capital,

and to the palace of his ancestors. This discourse was followed by

an address equally complimentary to each of the ladies. Mr.

Seward replied that it was particularly gratifying to him to be

received with so much consideration in one of the most important

of the native states of India. These compliments finished, the

infant son and heir of the prince was brought in, accompanied by

twenty or more tutors, and attendants, and was formally presented

to each of the visitors. The little boy, only four years old, is very

pretty. He has large dark eyes and curling black hair. His small
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rich scarlet-and-bluo silk dress w.:8 loaded with jewels. An enor-

mous turban, embroidered with gold, seemed enough to weigh him

down. He stood erect and made profound salaim / then one of

his tutors, speaking in the child's name, said :
" I had the honor of

meeting your excellencies, in your morning drive, and I hope you

have had a pleasant day. I shall always remember that ^ vo

seen you here." Having gone through his part with perfect pro-

priety, the young prince, like any less distinguished child, laid his

curly head on the arm of his great silver chair, and was soon sound

mK PBINCE OF rUTTEKALA

asleep. The maharajah now spoke of his domestic state, saying,

however, nothing of wife or wives. He dwelt, as a proud father

might, on his two children, the one who was now with us, and the

other a girl, still younger, in the zenana. He then gave us a brief

account of his father, who was distinguished for his heroism, and

of his two sisters, one of whom is dead, the other a widow. This

easy and pleasant conversation over, a troop of nautch-girls came

upon the floor, more richly dressed and more graceful even than
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those wo saw at the rofjjiitta on the Clanffos. The liall was now

cleared. Kitty Sikh ba;(|>ii)C'rH, in Hriiiah uniform, marched throu};h

the hall, discoiirsin^jf t'ainiiiar airs under the leadership ol'u Scottish

piper, in tartan and kilts.

After those ainuseinonts, the hnnint<is of the durbar was ro-

Buniod. The maharajah's ministers of state w 're announced,

appeared and made miuitifi in a numner which els^nvhere mij,'lit he

thoufjjht aftected or obsequious, but here is graceful and dignified.

Mr. Sewartl detained each, with questions in regard to the atlairs

of his department, and the form in which it is conducted. Next

came the general and connnanders of the army, not forgetting the

Highland leader of the jiipcrs. Putteeala has no navy. Last, a

great nmnber of persons, presented as " relatives of the prince,"

employed in judicial, political, and municipal trusts. No presciit-

ftble man in the city was omitted. The presentations being over, a

multitude of servants, " that no man in haste could number," came

bearing silver trays on their heads filled with India fabrics of nuis-

lins, cambrics, cashmeres, silks, and jewels, and laid the whole at

Mr. Seward's feet, the trays covering twenty feet scpiare on the

floor. The ]>rijjce, with infinite gravity, invited Mr. Seward to

accept this "small and unworthy collection" as n token of his

highness's respect and afl'ection. Mr. Seward, having been previ-

ously instructed, touched with his finger the simplest article, a

turban scarf of purple interwoven with gold thread. The trays

and their bearers immediately disappeared, but only to be replaced

by a similar display, no less costly and elegant. These treasures

were laid at the feet of one of the ladies, who was asked to accept

this " poor trash." In accordance with an intimation through an

officer, she touched a cashmere shawl. The train and merchiuulisc

disappeared, and the third and equal presentation was made to the

second lady, who in like manner touched a shawl. The prince,

who had looked on with an air of supreme indiflferencc to tlie

whole proceeding, tlien said to Mr. Seward, " I have a great many

other things in the palace, which I should like to ])resent to you,

but I will not take up your time to look at them." Then, thanking

Mr. Seward and the ladies for having accepted these " unworthy
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trifles," ho in a loud voice, and with an imperious manner, directed

that all the articles which had been thus disjdayed and ollered o
UM, should bo conveyed to Mr. Seward's ])alace and delivered to his

Bcrvants. For our part, we are <]uito suro that " these unworthy

trilles" would huvo been sutHcient to stock an Indian bazaar in

New York. Price, Kreeman, and Joanie, who bad been tilled

with admiration in witnessing the august ceremony, became sud-

denly peri)lexed to know how they should convey so large a (pian-

tity of precious baggage in our small si)ecial railway car.

The Prince of Puttceala now spoke with pride of the salon in

which the durbar was held, and not without reason. It is one

hundred and thirty feet long, sixty feet v/ide, and thirty feet high.

The roof is sui)ported by double rows of columns, between which

are suspemled crystal chandeliers, with vari'.'gated -glass shades for

two thousand lights. The walls, on all sides, £>rc hung with mir-

rors. Mr. Seward rose to take leave. The betel-nut was offered to

our palates, the attar of roses to our liands, and we wcYq dismissed

with a suggestion that wo should drive through those of the city

parks and /gardens which we had not yot seen, and then retu.'u for

a tiiial visit in the evening. The maharajah conducted us down

the staircase and placed us in carriages. We drove an hour

through the public grounds, being stopped every few rods by gar-

deners, who covered us with flowers, and filled our carriages with

fruit. A band of music, on the way, gave us "God save the

Queen," which tune these good people seem to think to be a

national hymn of our own. On the way to our pavilion, we met

the maharajah, driving his favorite " Hermit " before a dog-cart, at

a furious rate, followed by a flying escort.

We returned to the palace at eight o'clock. A^\ the two thou-

sand candles were ablaze, and were reflected to infinitude by the

broad, bright mirrors. Not only the salon, but the court, the

grand stairway, the portico, the entire palace, with its thousand

windows and balconies, were iUur'.jatcd. So the ancestral hail of

Puttecala was as brilliant as the mountain-palace in which Cupid

visited the enchanted Psyche. We had an hour of conversation,

which was the more interesting because informal. It turned chiefly
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on the priiu'c'fl intomled journey tho next year to Eri^liuid, uiul

his desire to extend it to the United States. Ho presented his

photogrnpli to Mr. Seward, and re(inested liini to write from

ditlerent points on his travels in India. lie tlien asked for a

minute account of the painfid event at "Washington, in wliich

Mr. Seward was a sufferer. Ho showed a deej) iiiterest in that

Bubject, althougli his knowledge of it was imperfect. The nudiarii-

jah now informed us that ho had made all needful arrangements

for our conifurtablo journey to the Hinudayas. His thoughts then

turned once more upon himself. Ho ordered in, and cxhil)itcd

with much pride, his state-robes, rmong thorn tho ono in which wo

had seen him at the concert in Calcutta. All of them were stifl'ened

with jewels. Estimated together, with his paternal shield and sword,

their value is half a million dollars.

Taking a final leave, wo returned to our pavilion, expecting

that our late dinner would bo a quiet one. We were mistaken.

At the moment when the dessert came upon tho table, tho Minister

of Public Alfairs announced an exhibition of fire-works in the gar-

den. Wo walked through a section of it which wo had not previ-

ously had time to explore, and, amid the murmuring of cascades,

took our seats in the balcony of a little palace or pavilion, the coun-

terpart of tho one in which we reside. Tho pyrotechnic exhibition

had all the variety of our similar displays at home, but in excess.

A party of a hundred artists on each side of the oblong lake were to

alternate with a corresponding corps on tho opposite side. These

performers were, however, so emulous that, instead of making such

a measured display as they intended, tho whole exhibition went off

simultaneously. There were lanterns, transparencies, rockets, ser-

pents, trees, wheels, stars, ribbons, candles, balloons, naval fights,

and bombardments ; all these illuminations being reflected from tlie

surface of the clear, smooth lake and surrounding cascades and foun-

tains. The unexpected activity of the performers, while it produced

much perplexity and confusion, had, nevertheless, one compensation

for us; within twenty minutes from the time the display began,

sun, moon, stars, dragons, serpents, and balloons, were expiring all

around us, leaving only blackened frame-works on the ground.
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CITAPTER XIII.

A GLANCE AT THE HIMALAYAS.

Departure from Putteeala.—Along tho Banks of the Jumna.—Protection from the Sun.

—Reception at rindnrric.—An Illumination.—Kalica and KumowIcu.—TIic liritiiili

CoiumisBioiicr.—A View of tlie llimuluyas.—An Iiisli llomu.

April M.—Wo left Putteeala, on the morning of the Ist in-

stant, by a train of four-horse post-coaches, which the maharajah

had placed at our service, and, under a farewell salute, began tho

last stage of our excursion to the Himalayas. After stopping hero

to lunch, we continued the journey thirty-five miles along the banks

of the Jumna, making in all sixty-nine miles. Though tho coun-

try over which we passed seemed sandy and baiTen, yet the firm

metallic roads were crowded with bullock and dak mule-trains car-

rying freights to the troops, dwellers, and sojourners, in the moun-

tains. All classes here regard the sun as their chief enemy, and tho

head as his point of attack. The natives, not content with covering

it with a thick turban, draw all their garments over it, and even

wear their pallet beds \ipon it. For ourselves, we have divided on

this subject. The ladies wear the solar topees (pith hats) of the

country, while Mr. Seward adheres tenaciously to his light, broad-

brimmed "Panama." As the night came on, the dak animals,

arriving at their frequent stations, were unharnessed, and, as they

would sav on the Plains, were " corralled." Their drivers sat down
to enjoy their frugal meals under the trees. Tho breeze, howc"er,

on that day awakened a driving, blinding sand-storm, bringing on
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thick darkness. Our road, sometimes crossing river-channels, now

dry, and then winding across orchards of mango, tamarind, and

date-pahn trees, on the plain, became uncertain and unsafe. The

only lights which appeared in the lonely journey were by no means

inspiriting. They were Hindoo obsequies, and

"All aronnd

Glared erermoro the frequent funernl-piles."

Tho fearful sand-stovm was laid by a pouring rain, which only

made the darkness more intense. We were about sinking with fa-

tigue and apprehension, when our spirits were roused by innumer-

able torch-lights. Tho people of Pindarrie, a to.vn belonging to

the Maharajah of "Putteeala, looking for our arrival, had come out

to meet us on the plain. Under this cheering illumination, they

presented to us their " submission," and tendered the hospitalities

of the place. They conducted us through crowded streets, and we

alighted under a broad, high gate. Received here, we passed, by

the light of the torches, a series of fountains with intervening cas-

cades, like those of Putteeala—our guides at the same time in'

forming us that the walks had been illuminated, but, much to their

disappointment and grief, the storm had extinguished the lights.

A pavilion in the spacious garden received us for the night. It

differed from our house at Putteeala, being of purer Hindoo archi-

tecture, instead of being Moorish with European accessories. The

dinner provided for us, though elaborate, di i not detain us long.

Clambering high, steep stairways, and passing through narrow-

corridors, we reached a suite of apartments, with balconies over-

looking the fountains. We were most reluctantlv awakened two

hours later by an announcement that the storm was over, and that

tlie gard'in was illuminated for our special entertainment. It is

not in human nature to resist persevering kindness timidly olToretl.

We dressed nnd performed with all alacrity the duty expected of

us as admiring spectators. The lifjht. refracted and streaming

through tlie cascades, gathered into brightness over tliem, and glis-

tening on tlie dripping foliage up through the orange-trees, lost it-

self in the pale, glinnncring rays of the half-clouded moon. Unlike
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our experience at " the metropolis," our sleep that night in provin-

cial Pindarrio was not a complete success. Our house was indeed

Oriental in its appointments as well as in construction. The atmos-

phere, cooled by the storm, was refreshing, and the music of rus-

tling leaves and falling waters was soothing, but the princely pavil-

ion, inhabited only on occasions like the present, has become the

abode of owls, bats, rats, lizards, and centipedes. We had hardly

follen into a second slumber, when we were aroused this time to

wage war with those malignant disturbers of human repose. The

allied army was more than once put to flight, but it came back with

a strong reenforcement of well-disciplined and practical mosquitoes.

The trial was attended by only one equivalent : it enabled us to see,

as the storm cleared away, and the full moon resumed her splendor,

a range of the Himalayas stretching across the northern horizon.

The next morning, at an early hour, we drove four miles to

Kalka, at the base of the mountains, the end of the carriage-road.

In reaching Kalka, we had come twelve hundred miles from Cal-

cutta, and gained an elevation of two thousand feet, without other

evidence of it than a somewhat lower temperature, and a slightly

perceptible difference of vegetation. We were now to climb five

thousand feet higher, to the summit of the lowest range of the

Himalayas, at Kussowlee, and to do this in a journey of nine miles.

Mountain-travel here is done in three ways; hy the jhampan, a

rude sedan-chair ; the paUcee, a covered litter, in which the passenger

is obliged to lie down ; or in the saddle with mules and ponies. Wo
took jhampaus and ponies. At the moment of departure, our guide,

raising his arm almost perpendicularly, pointed to a white object,

high up the mountain-acclivity, and said, " Behold Kussowlee !

"

Like all momitain-roads, these are engineered by torrents winding

down deep, irregular, and dark ravines or canons. At one moment

we had the sun on our right, then quickly on our left, sometimes

iu front, and sometimes at our back, and as often directly over-

head. Often we descended, by a long road hewn from the moun-

tain-side, into shaded dells, and crossed noisy brooks, only to rise by

a similar acclivity to higher hill-tops. Sometimes we looked for

an indefinite distance over the smiling plain of the Jumna, almost
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fancying that we saw its junction with the Ganges, and then sud-

denly found ourselves imprisoned within lowering, frowning walls

of mountain-rocks. We passed a fortification, which, before the

British occupation, protected the peaceful lowlanders against incur-

sions from the wil(' and more vigorous invaders from Afghanistan.

It hung so long o\ er our heads that we thought this castle must

mark the end of our journey. With much surprise, we afterward

found ourselves looking down upon the same fortification, and as

yet we were more than five miles from Kussowlee. The date-palm

maintains its foothold for only a short distance on the mountain-

side. Wheat-fields are seen at the height of three thousand feet.

Those below arc quite ready for the sickle, while the uppermost

fields show the bluish-green blade, as wc see it at home, when just

unveiled from the snow. Wheat will be gathered on the banks of

the Potomac long before that which is growing on these mountain-

terraces. The palm and the mango gave place chiefly to the low

candelabra cactus, which seems to require neither depth of soil nor

constant moisture. This showy plant intermingles with elders and

alders, white, blue, yellow, purple, and crimson mountain-flowers,

here and there a dwarf rhododendron, and profuse " Virginia crccp-

ei's." At the height of four thousand feet, the cactus gives up the

struggle, and the small plateaus are covered with low spreading

pines, with trunks of not more than eight inches in diameter. The

road now becomes more steep, the precipices more abrupt. It is

the season of drought. The mountain-sides are brown. There is,

nevertheless, in every dell, a village or hamlet, the houses mainly

built of sand-stone, with thatched-roofs, and surrounded by stacks of

hay and small herds of small cattle, much more sleek and fat than

those which are raised on the plains. Travellers who have visited the

eastern part of the Himalayas tell us that, on heights greater than

those which we reached, they found forests of oak and laurel. We
did not see the eagle which those travelers describe as soaring over

the mountain-peaks, nor the monkey which they say pelts the

passer-by in the valley of Cashmere. Before we reached Kussowlee,

thick clouds arose, as is their wont, leaving no towering peak, pin-

nacle, or distant range of mountains visible. Kussowlee, a not in-
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considerable native town, is now occupied with army hospitals and

a small garrison. Major Parsons, commissioner at Simla, had pro-

vided for us a pleasant lodge in the village. A lassitude came

over us in consequence of our travelling in the upper air, and this

commingled with feelings of disappointment that, although we had

come so far to see the Himalayas, we were to see only their base.

The British oflUcers, considerate and hospitable, as we have univer-

sally found them, allowed us two hours for rest, before the entertain-

ment at which we were to receive their families. Here, as at Pin-

darrie, we were awakened prematurely, but more to our satisfaction

;

the sky had brightened, and the snow-clad range was visible. "We

hastened to the veranda, and the Himalayas confronted us, stretch-

ing east and west as far as the eye could reach, looming half-way

up to the centre of the heavens. The crest was an undulating field

of dazzling snow ; but presto, change ! Even at the moment when

we were aiming the telescope, black spots descended on that white

mantle. The clouds camo back again. Thenceforth, neither rocks

nor snow-fields were to be seen. The distant Himalayas had dis-

appeared as suddenly as they had come before us. Nevertheless,

we were content. "We stood on the giant's foot, and for one mo-

ment had looked him fully in the face.

At mid-day the horizon cleared, and we saw, eastward, iho

valley in which the mighty Ganges has his cradle ; and, westward,

the plain in which not only the Indus has its fountains, but also

that from which the Jhyhnn and Sutlej spring. It was something

to study, from this stand-point, the geography of the continent.

From our eminence we distinctly traced the mountain-passes

through which tlie northern invaders of India came—the Tartar,

the Afghan, the Persian, and even the gi'eat Macedonian. We
left with regret the interesting society which gathered around us at

Kussowlee. As we descended the mountain, we remarked that we
found this portion of the Himalaya'- as sterile and dull during a

large part of the year as the Kocky Mountains. Neither the one

nor the other can be cultivated without partial irrigation, but with

it the now desolate valleys and table-lands mav be made as luxuri-

ant and beautiful as the peaks which rise above them arc sublime.
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It was nightfall when we reached our Hindoo resting-place at

Pindarrie, All the way down, the guides were on the lookout

for panthers, which infest this fine Government road, but we saw

no wild-beast of any kind, though we heard all around us the

mournful and distracting howls of the jackal. Cakes, tea, and

wine, awaited us at Kalka—a generous supper, with ren ^wed and

successful illumination of the fountains, at Pindarrie.

Simple, gentle mountaineers 1 Pleased above all other pleas-

ures when pleasing the stranger. When shall we see again hos-

pitalities like those of town and country in Putteeala ?

Taking our leave as soon as possible, we resumed our carriages

at eleven o'clock, and by the light of the now unc. i ded moon we

made our way down the bank of the Jumna, and found the gates

and door of Major Tigh's Irish home wide open at three o'clock

in the morning. What a happy realm Great Britain would be, if

the English and the Gaelic elements were combined as harmoni.

ously in the entire population of the islands as they are in that

genial dwelling 1

TU£ UIMALATA8.

mmm
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ALLAHABAD AND JUBBULPOOR.

An Interesting Debate.—Earl Mayo, the Viceroy of India.—His Murder.—The Vindhya

Mountains.—Industrial Activity of Jubbulpoor.—An Elephant Ride.—A Night Voy-

age on the Nerbudda.—Romanti'? and Beautiful Scenery.- Hindoo Tenderness ''or

Animals.

Government House, Allahabad, April Qth.—We arrived at a

late hour last night. The rest which was so needful was broken

at dawn by martial music. A detachment was escorting the vice-

roy from the railway-station to Government House.

\Yo have had the good fortune to hear a very interesting debate

in the Legislative Council, over which he presides, and also of

(lining with him and the members cf that distinguished body.

The viceroy is on his way with his court to the summer capital

of Simla, in the same lower range of the Himalayas from which we

have just descended. He rests here to-night, and the day after

to-morrow he will hold the great durbar at Lucknow. The in-

vitations to us to witness it are earnest, but the entire press of

India is warning us to leave the country before the intense heat

comes on.

Earl Mayo' has won our grateful regard by the studious care ho

'On tho 8th of May, 1872, this wise and benevolent statesman, able magistrate,

and genial friend, received his death at the hands of a Mohammedan political prisoner,

while on a tour of inspection of the penitentiary at Port Blair, in the Andaman Islands.

Our txc 'llcnt friend Lord Napier, as Governor of Madras, succeeded him as Viceroy of

India, ad inhrim.
84
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has practised for our safety, comfort, and instruction, during our

travels in the country. Mr. Seward is highly gratified in having

had this opportunity to renew his acknowledgments, and to

assure the viceroy of the evidences he finds everywhere of the

success of his administration.

"We take our departure to-night, and with it our regrets that wo

have not language to express to Sir William Muir and his family

our appreciation and gratitude for all theii* kindness.

Juhbulpooi', April 8th.—We left Allahabad at midnight and

opened our eyes this morning on a broad table-land of the Vin-

dhya Mountains, the range which, traversing Hindostan from east

to west, parts the tributaries of the Ganges from those of the

Nerbudda and the Indus. These mountains, better known in early

geography as the north border of the Deccan, intersect the lofty

Ghauts which stretcl,! from Cape Comorin quite up to the Himala-

yos. This region is less densely inhabited aud more sparingly cul-

tivated than the plain of the Ganges. Aboriginal tribes are still

existing here, which have survived all the political changes of

two thousand years, and still retain their primitive languages, re-

ligions, and customs.

Jubbulpoor exhibits much industrial activity. It is for West-

ern India what Ogden is for the western region of the United

States. The railways from Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta, meet

here. Mr. Grant, commissioner for the province, has received

us with the same British hospitality and courtesies that have

made our sojourn in India so agreeable. In this inclement sea-

son few Europeans travel even on the railways during the day,

and none go abroad in any other way except at night. Nothing

remains for us, therefore, on our arrival, but to enjoy a most wel-

come sleep.

Api'il Qth.—Carriages were in waiting at our door last eveniiifr,

and we drove through the pretty suburb of the town, and into tlio

open country. Night had fully set in when wc reached a wooded

glen. As we descended from the carriages, two grim elephants
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kneeled before us. These animals are used instead of ambulances

ill the army. A rough board or pannier is swung on either side

of the elephant, with a swinging stirrup below it. The rider is

secured to his scat, if he need, by a rope round his waist, which is

fastened to the animal's head. Our elephants, though docile

enough, were young and impatient. They tramped four miles in

half an hour, in the dark, along a narrow path through the jungle,

fording a bi'oad and deep stream on the way, greatly to our terror.

At the end of the march, we stood at the door of a dak bungalow,

hanging half-way down a rocky precipice, with the Nerbudda

meandering at its base. "VVe rested an hour in the bungalow, and

then with the aid of guides made our way cautiously three hundred

and fifty feet down, and took our seats in a flat-bottomed boat.

Patient Hindoos applied themselves noiselessly to the oars, and the

voyage which we began, though dull at first, soon became one of

absorbing interest. The Nerbudda here forces its passage through

a mountain of white marble, and is twisted right and left by

ledges projecting from either bank. The deep, dark river moves in

its serpentine channel without perceptible current. The summits

of the banks, changing position with every stroke of the oars, are

covered with forest-trees, over the tops of which are seen the pin-

nacles of innumerable Hindoo temples, raised here by a sentiment

of superstitious reverence for scenery so romantic and beautiful.

The river has the breadth of the Delaware at the famous Gap.

The waning moon now rose over our heads. First, the one wnite

rocky bank received the silvery light, while the other was in dark

shadow, then the other, and then, for only an instant, both shores.

Now the temples and tree-tops intercepted the rays, then tho

luminary was reflected entire by the clear, still waters. The glis-

tening, winding precipices, now in light, and now in shade, took

on the shapes of castles, ^alaces, cathedrals, and temples. It

seemed as if wc were passing beneath the ruins of some vast capital

like Benares. A dead silence prevailed, except that the owl, dis-

turbed by our coming, poured forth his sad complaints from the

overhanging rocks, and the jackal shrieked his despairing cry of

hunger. All the while the river was smooth, and alternately black
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or shimmering in the moonlight. Suddenly our barge trembled,

the stream beneath it broke into rapids, and we heard coming up

before us the rumbling sound of a cataract. The voyage was

finished. Returning by the same gentle beating of the oars, wo

studied under a more constant light all these enchantments in

detail. The moon withdrew her light as we climbed the rugged

bank and reached the bungalow. Then, laying aside our ambition

for elephantine pomp, we contentedly took our seats in a jaunting,

car, before which were harnessed two little white bullocks, leaving

the elephants to follow with the servants. Our driver had an odd

way of inciting the animals. Whenever they stopped, he had only

to pull their tails, and away they went over hill and dale, down the

crooked ravine, and through the perilous ford, with such speed that

they reached the station half an hour before the stately elephants,

who came up at their appointed time. Here we resumed our car-

riages. During the livelong night, wild beasts held high carnival

around us on our homeward way. Jackals filled the air with their

howls, and wild-boars dashed across the road, scarcely taking care

to avoid the hoofs of our horses.

It is almost enough to raise a doubt of the unity of the hu-

man race, when one is called to contrast the perverse tenderness

of the Hindoos toward animals, with the vigorous war which all

other races make to subjugate or exterminate them. This tender-

ness is a fruit of the national Pythagorean philosophy, whoso

element is transmigration, and teaches that the souls of men, after

death, enter the bodies of animals. To what height of absurdity has

this idea been carried I The Thugs, now happily suppressed, found

in it a religious warrant for plundering and strangling men, divid-

ing the spoils with their altar of Kali. No Hindoo can be induced

to pursue the tiger, the lion, or even the cobra de capello. It must

have been in Ilindostan that Mr. Darwin found his theorv, which

derives man from the monkey. The Hindoo farmer not only

allows the simian race to feed on his growing crops and fruits, but

also to glean in the harvest field. We felicitated the gardener at

Putteeala on his fine crop of oranges. He responded that the

monkeys would carry oft' the largest portion of the fruit. We
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asked him why he did not drive them off. " We do frighten them

away, but they come back again."

*' Why do you not kill them ?

"

" Oh ! " ho replied, " if a man should kill one of those filching

fellows, a hundred of them would come together, and they would

never leave that man alive."

TnS NEBBDDDA.
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CHAPTER XV.

BOMBA Y.

The Ghaut Mountains.—A Cosraopolitan City.—The Natives of Bombay.—A Mixed Pop-

ulation,—Chinese, Siamese, Javanese, Cingalese, Sikh, Afghan, and Cashmerian.

—

The Races of the South and the North, of the East and the West.—Parsce Customs.

—Parsee Religion.—Hindoo, Mohammedan, and Parsce Disposal of the Dead.—Ad-

miral Cockburn.—The Great Heat.—An Excursion to Elephanta.

United States Consulate, Bombay, April 13th.—Wo arrived here

on the 11th. The two mountain-ranges of the west coast of In-

dia, called the Eastern and Western Ghauts, resemble our own

Alleghanies. Their loftiest peaks are several thousand feet high.

Although our journey from Jubbulpoor lay across both ranges, the

highest plateau we crossed was two thousand feet. The largest

cotton-fields of India are found in the valleys of the Nerbudda and

the Taptee. Marvellous engineering has been practised in bring-

ing the railway down from the plain of Nerbudda to the valley of

the Taptee, which carries the ocean-tide up to the once great and

now not unimportant port of Surat, one hundred and sixty miles

north of Bombay.

Our first impression on arriving here was that Bombay is more

cosmopolitan ihan any other city in India. We experienced a feel-

ing almost of regret when wo left the co.?y railway-car, which, for

nearly a month, had been our rolling home. The stars and stripes

were floating over the consulate not far from the railway station,

and Mr. Farnham, the consul here, was awaiting our arrival. Tlie

Governor of Bombay, Sir Seymour Fitzgerald, sent a secretary to
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tender ws the hospitalities of Government Ilonse, and we found,

also awaiting us, that eminent native gentleman, Sir Jamsetjee

Jejecbhoy, with his three sons. Although the city of Bombay

stands on an island, the railway-traveller is not made aware of its

separation from the main-land. The terraced shore of the island

looks across a bay, studded with lesser islands, and capacious

enough for the commerce of tlie world. Lofty promontories,

stretching out from the coast, divide the harbor into three not

unequal basins. The native population here, more than in Madras

and Calcutta, have engaged in European commerce, and they have

also in a considerable degree come to adopt Western usages and

customs. Indeed, it needs a close examination to distinguish be-

tween the streets and dwellings occupied by the natives and those

inhabited by Europeans. The cocoa-nut palm seems a universal

favorite for purposes of shade and ornament. It embowers and

almost conceals the homes of the million inhabitants of Bombay.

The railroad system, recently completed, which connects the city

with Calcutta, as well as with the peninsula and the Punjab, has

enabled Bombay to supplant Calcutta as the gate of India. The

people of Calcutta are sharply divided between the Tiative Hindoo

population and the resident Europeans. Bombay, on the contrary,

has iv mixed population. You see this the moment you enter the

Bazaar, for so is called the part of the city devoted to native trade.

There the inevitable and versatile Chinaman—who is seaman, mer-

chant, and banker—the effeminate Siamese, Javanese, and Cinga-

lese of the south, mingle with the sturdy Sikh, Afghan, and Cash-

mcrian of the north. The native Mahratta stalks with haughty

bearing through the streets, followed by the Portuguese half-castes

of Goa. The black native of Madagascar is here, with the Persian,

the Arab, the Abyssinia:., the Syrian, the Turk, and the Greek

from the Levant. Here in Bombay, moreover, Asiatics aspire to

and gain high commercial rank, and social and political positions,

under the liberal patronage of the government. The Parsec mer-

chant vies with the educated Hindoo in establishing charity-schools

and hospitals, and both alike obtain seats in the Legislative Coim-

cil. "We have come even thus early under equal obligations to emu-
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lous members of the two emulous classes. \V'e were entertained at

dinner on the 10th at Government House by Sir Seymour Kitz^er-

ald and his mother. Some fitly ladies and gentlemen, all English,

including the liiahoj> of IJombay, the members of the Le{>;isl;itive

Council, and many officers of the army, were present. Though the

dining-hall is furnished after the English fashion, the house is ii

Bpacious bungalow of one story, like most such structures in the

tropics, with an encircling veranda as wivio as the house. Our

entertainment yesterday was equally hospitable, but of a very dif-

ferent character. Manockjee Cursetjee, our Parsoe host, witli his

two sons, stood at the basement-door of a scpiarc house of four lofty

stories. Every apartment of the house looks out upon either the

sea or the city. Although it was not yet dark, every chambur was

brilliantly illuminated. Wo thought, at first, that this style of

dwelling belonged exclusively to the Parsee, but we have found

out since that the Hindoo emulates the Parsee in the height of tlio

house and the brilliancy of its lights. The Parsee's palace allbrda

every convenience and comfort except the necessary easy staircase.

"We declined the offer of being carried up by chairs, and ascended

instead the corkscrew which leads to the fourth story, where we

were received in a grand salon by the accomplished daughters of

our host. They were dressed exquisitely in the native costume,

except that they were guilty of oftence against the national sense of

propriety by covering their feet with shoes, and their hands with

gloves. Manockjee Cursetjee, Esquire, is a Parsee of good faii.ily,

native here, who acquired an English education, and studied law in

the English university. Having obtained a judicial appointment

from the government, and discharged its functions for some years

with ability and success, he visited England and travelled exten-

sively throughout Europe, being everywhere received in hiffh

circles. His daughters, who have been instructed by English pjov-

emesses, have also travelled in Europe, and they are understood to

be the first Hindoo ladies who have done so. His two sons were

educated at Oxford and Cambridge. The ladies assured us tliat

when travelling in Europe they adopted the "Western costume, but

they conform here to the Oriental juiu:t«» and the dress of their

K—Baan
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people. Tho genJomen make a compromise on the clothes ques-

tion. They were dressed at dinner faultlessly in European fashion,

hut had on scarlet-velvet caps; while tho father, throughout tho

entire evening, wore that strange, uncomfortable, ill-looking, fun-

nel-Bhapeu hat, by which the disciple of Zoroaster is known, and

has been known a thousand years, wherever ho has been seen

throughout tho whole world. Probably asceticism is inseparable

from devotion ; certainly it has revealed Itself at some time in tho

progress of every religion. Moreover, asceticism has always seized

^^,,a

piBne cmLDitEM.

upon the head to make it bear witness to the principle of humilia-

tion. In Christian countries, the Friends and Shakers prescribe

cortain rules for wearing the hair and for the shape of the hat.

The Roman Catholic orders, regular and voluntary, do the same

thing, though not precisely in the same way. The Buddhist no

less than the Dominican requires the bare and shaven head. At

the very foundation of the Christian Church, Paul made it a point

of discipline that man ought not to " cover his head," nor v omen
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to wear " broidered hair." So rigid are the Parsees on the same

subject that it is not lawful for one of the sect, man, woman, or

cliild, to have an uncovered head within-doors or out-of-doors, by

day or by night, awake or asleep. Perhaps this observation may

not he thought entirely worthless, since it shows how inseparably

manners are allied to morals. The intelligent Parsee insists that

he worships not the sun nor lire, but that he adores one Supreme

Spiritual God, thoigh he admits that he reveres fire and the sun

as an identical manifestation of the Deity. He does not claim, how-

ever, that the unenlightened members of the sect malvc, or are capa-

ble of making, this distinction. It is certain that every evening,

wherever we may be, whether on the strand or on the terrace, we

e';e the Parsee stop, stand still, and stretch forth his hands to the

retiring god of day, in a posture of devout adoration. The Parsee

temples are singularly plain. They contain nothing which is es-

teemed sacred except the fires which bum on the altars, and whicli,

according to their belief, have never been extinguished. Their reli-

gion does not forbid animal food, nor are they divided into castes,

but the sect has unconsciously taken upon itself the A siatic idea of

excluding women from society, and the Hindoo practice of prema-

ture marriage. Notwithstanding their accommodation in this

respect to the customs of those around them, Parsees are more

intelligent, inquiring, and enterprising, than any other class of

society in the East. In all foreign countries, they bear the charac-

ter of honorable and libeial merchants. Here, where they are at

home, their honor is sometimes questioned, but their entei-priso is

universallv conceded. Tlieir light complexion and regular features

provo them to be of a higher Caucasian type than the Hindoos.

In our drive yesterday, we passed a gate which disclosed an

open area filled with the blaze of Hindoo pyres. We stopped to

inquire into the form of the ceremony. Religion as well as custom

requires that the nearest of kin shall apply the torch and watch

the flames. The devout Bramin does not doubt that tin's act of

piety pcrfonncd by a son secures an instant opening of the gates

of paradise to the departed parent. They tell us tliat until lately

these burning ghauts were open on all sides, that they were found

S5Ssagm»ammmm
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offensive, and that tlie British Government made strenuous efforts

to induce the Bramins to discontinue the practice of cremation, or

at least to remove the scene to a more secluded place. The only

change, however, which could be secured, was the consent that a

wall might be erected around the ghaut.

A large enclosure adjoins the ghauts. It is a Mohammedan

cemetery. Their monuments and graves are not unlike our own.

Last of all, we came to the Parsee's home of the dead. It is a hill,

enclosed with a very high wall. On the summit there is a dense

grove of lofty palms ; in the centre of this grove, and high above its

foliage, rises the " Tower of Silence." The tower encloses and pro-

tects a dark, deep, open well, and across the top of the tower is a

firmly-iixcd grating of iron bars. The dead body is laid upon this

iron grate, the flesh to be the food of the birds of the air ; the bones,

as they fall asunder from exposure and decay, to drop into the pro-

miscuous pit below. The Parsee who was our guide protests that

this giving up the remains of friends and kindred to the vulture,

the eagle, and the raven, seems horrible to him ; v, hereforc, when he

was not long ago called upon to deposit the remains first of a wife,

then of a daughter, he protected them with a strong metallic screen,

so that the remains were left to natural decom])08ition from the

sacred heat of the sun, and were absorbed in the pure atmosphere

which he enlightens. We, of course, commended this refinement

of his, although, to our minds, the truest mode of disposing of the

body from which the spirit has departed is " earth to earth, ashes

to ashes, dusi to dust."

Ajmil lith.—When in Ts'orthem India, we hastened our journey

as much as possible to meet Admiral Cockburn, who had tele-

graphed us that he was waiting with the Forte, to convey Mr.

Seward and his party up the Persian Gulf. On our arrival here,

all classes of Europeans, Americans, and natives alike, protested

that the season is too far advanced. As it so often happens at such

times, i.avcllers and letters have come down from Muscat, describ-

ing the licat there as absolutely frightful. They add that the small-

pox is raging throughout the country, that a famine is extensively
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prevailing, and finally that insurrection and civil war have broken

out. Admiral Cockburn, prudent as he is generous, has been de-

terred by these representations. Under his advice, therefore, Ave

have relinquished the cherished purpose of visiting Muscat, Bagdad,

and the ruins of Nineveh and Babylon.

We must pass by the many reehercM entertainments -iven us

by British residents in their beautiful villas on Malabar Hill, a

place worth a graphic description.

But ifwe neglect contemporaries, we cannot afford to be thought-

less of the ancients. Yesterday we made a steam-yacht excursion

in the harbor, with several ladies and gentlemen, among them the

eminent Mahratta physician and scholar. Dr. Bhau Daji. The sail

disclosed to us the beautiful environs of Bombay, especially the

harbor and islands. The landing at Elephanta Island is represented

by travellers as very difficult, but the Duke of Edinbiii'gh was here,

and, of course, the caves of Elephanta must be shown, at whatever

cost, to the scion of England's royal line. In this emergency, the

municipality of Bombay issued bonds and erected a convenient pier.

We, alien republicans, now landed on that very wbarf, not unmind-

ful of our obligations to the Council of Bombay, or of our good

fortune in coming after, and not before, Victoria's sailor son. "We

ascended an easy flight of stone steps to a plateau one hundred and

fifty feet above the sea. This esplanade as well as the entire island

is deeply shaded with the beautiful, round-topped Palmyra palm.

A. decrepit Irish soldier, with his family, in a bamboo shantv,

thatched with banana and palm leaves, keeps watch and ward over

the place. Passing to the centre of the plateau and turning to tlie

right, we confronted a woru of human art, gigantic and marvelous.

It is a subterranean temple. The builders, beginning half-way up

the mountain declivity, and cutting down perpendicularly, have

removed the mountain-face to the depth of thirty leet, and to the

width of three hundred feet. The perpendicular wall thus disclosed

is of basalt. This rock, they have hewn and chiselled away to tlie

very centre of the mountain, and wrought it into a temple with

perfect architectural forms and just proportions. The excavation

consists of four chambers, the central one is majestic with gateways,
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abutments, porches, columns, pilasters, cornices, and vaulted ceil-

ings, as complete and perfect as if, instead of having been carved in

the rock, they had been detached from it, framed and erected on

the ground. While no architectural element is omitted, all are per-

fectly finished. The broad pavement is as level and smooth as that

of the rotunda at Washington. The ceiling needs no preparation to

receive either fresco or gildmg. The dome is spherical, while the

columns upon which it rests, or seems to rest, have regular bases,

bands, flutings, and capitals, though all alike are shaped from the

undisturbed rock. We even thought it necessr - to examine the

lintels of the dooi*s to see if they were not detached pieces of the

rock itself. Standing in the porch or within the temple, and look-

ing inward, you confront the farther wall. In its centre, a deep

recess twenty feet square, reaching from floor to roof, is surmounted

by a bold arch. Within this recess is a colossal figure, or combina-

tion of figures, the triune god : Brahma representing the creative

power, Vishnu the preserving power, and Siva the destroying

power. Each of the figures is twice the human size. Brahma is

looking forward in an attitude of calmness and contemplation ; at

his feet is a crouching lion. Vishnu rests on a bed of lotus-flowers.

Siva in one hand wields a drawn sword, and in the other holds a

cobra ready to strike. The gigantic group is completed by the

accessories of dwarfs and inferior gods. The ceiling of the recess is

decorated with a crowd of not less than fifty or sixty figures, such

as, if found in a Christian temple, would be taken as representing

angels. Every figure within the niche has a distinctive character,

and is not deficiont in force. But this group within the recess is

only one group, the entire temple being a gallery full of like

statuary. On either side of the principal hall or temple are lesser

chambers or chapels, and the walls of these are covered with alle-

gorical works, illustrating the transformations, incantations, battles,

triumphs, marriages, and miracles of the several members of the

Braminical trinicy. It is the opinion of Dr. Bhau Daji that this

temple \as excavated about twelve hundred years ago. No won-

der that it remains complete in its forms and proportions ! No
storm can penetrate it, and no flood can invade it. Even the earth-
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quake has spared it. Not so the demon of religious zeal. The in*

tolerant followers of the false prophet mutilated these heathen faces

and forms in the fourteenth century, and the no less fanatical Por-

tuguese, who came in the wake of the Mohammedans, finding the

task of defacing with the hammer too slow, brought a battery

of cannon to the temple-door, and battered the stone gods. What

human sentiment is so strong as that of devotion ? The passions

of love, hate, and pride, have covered the surface of the earth with

their monuments. But here, in this cave of Elephanta, devotion

has written its sublimest faith in the very centre of the earth it-

self 1 The chamber which is at the right of the temple, as you

look inward, contains a spring of pure, ever-flowing water. The

Bramius think it possesses a healing virtue, and it is among their

fond conceits that the purifying water comes through a subterrane-

ous passage from the Ganges. However this may be, the Irish

custodian of the temple assured us that it is the " swatest wather

for dhrinking in all India." When we looked at his suspicious

blackened eye and damaged nose, we regretted for his sake that he

does not confine himself to " that same."

The cave-temple of Elephanta is by no means a solitary monu-

ment. There are two others scarcely less spacious and elaborate

on the same small island. In other parts of this coast, as well as

in Ceylon, there are not only excavated temples of Brahma, but

also of Buddha, of dimensions so vast and execution so marvellous

as to throw these of Elephanta into the sliade.



CHAPTER XVI.

AN EXCURSION TO OOA.

A Voyage on the Coast of Malnbar.—A Perilous Predicament.—Dubious Navigation.

—

Situation of Goa.—Official Courtesies.—History of Goa.—The Old City.—St. Francis

Xavier.—Miraculous Cures.—Character of Xavier.—Public Institutions.—The Gov-

ernor's Villa.—Historical Reminiscences.—A Goa Poet.—A Cordial Farewell.

Off the Coast of Malabar, Ajyril 19, 1871.
—

"We were in a strait

on Friday last. An excursion down this coast to ancient Goa, the

first eftective European settlement in India, and always the capital

of the Portuguese Indian possessions, promised a pleasure not to bo

lost, and seemed a study not to be omitted. But Mr. Seward had

engaged to dine with the Byculla Club of Bombay to-morrow, and

the semi-weekly packet to Goa could not be relied upon. "With

twenty-four hours' knowledge of this dilemma, the Goveniment

fitted out a revenue-cutter lying in commission. The captain was

unacquainted with the route, and an extra one was appointed

;

crew, furniture, and provisions, were extemporized, and, to make

assurance of an exact return doubly sure, we sailed on Saturday at

sunset.

Tlie Camel, besides her proper British colors, was courte-

ously invested with the stars and stripes, and we were accom-

panied by Mr. Farnham, the United States consul. Proceeding

merrily, with a speed of eight knots, we began to inquire about

dinner and sleeping arrangements. Sea-sickness came earlier than

dinner. The cabins were spacious enough, but unavailable. The
85
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vosBel sat low in the water, and the ports were necessarily closed,

the thermometer standing at ninety degrees. Cabins were impro-

vised on deck by means of flapping sails. These privations gave

the voyage something of the zest of a picnic, and we endured

them with the resolution to enjoy discomforts, usually practised on

such occasions.

Our double capfuin'y unanimously decided, the night being

dark, that we - '< ' ^^h directly out to sea. We pushed so ilu'

that it was not . 11 r\ot'\ on Sunday that we came back in siglit

of land. We proceeded U) i nightfall in full view of the Western

Ghauts. Notwithstanding the loss of time during the previous

night, we found ourselves on Sunday noon so far advanced that

our Siamese captain determined to " slow down," that is to say,

" slacken up," so as to avoid reaching Goa before daylight the next

morning. With the pleasing intimation that we should leave

the ship at sunrise, we retired to our mattresses at nine o'clock, the

crumbling Portuguese forts on the Goa shore looming up on the

coast, and the disdained Bombay packet just before us, leading the

way. Our sleep was " murdered " by a nautiny among the crew,

which was only quelled when the leader was tied up at the fore-

castle. Monday's dawn, instead of the summons to go ashore,

brought blank consternation ! We were not at anchor in the har-

bor, but once more afloat on the sea, no land in sight, neither of

our navigators knew where, and, stranger still, neither know liow

we came there. Sunrise gave not only light but an unmistakahle

object to steer by. Joy radiated from the faces of the captains ; and,

for ourselves, nothing but our early training in the first of the

ten commandments which came down from Sinai, prevented us

from becoming Parsees and worshipping the fiery orb on the spot.

We steered due east, and the first land-mark showed that \\c had

left Goa twenty miles behind. We made it, however, though not

without peril from hidden rocks, at eleven o'clock in the morning.

If the gallant officers who had been waiting for us twelve long

hours, in ^heir tight, uncomfortable uniforms, were surprised to see

us coming through a dangerous southern channel, as if from Mau-

ritius, instead of the safe northern one from Bombay, their aston-
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ishment did not exceed that of our two commanders, who until this

very time are unable to account for their error of navigation. The

native pilot, they say, disobeyed their directions ; " there was sud-

denly a strong outward current unknown in this sea before ; " more-

over, " there is indicated in the chart just there an iron mountain,

which deflected the needle ;

" moreover and furthermore, " the

ship's compass, useless in harbor movements, had not been ad-

justed for this outside navigation."

Two rivers, the Narwar and the Mormugoa, form a deep

estuary, and the island of Goa, upon which the town is built, rises

out of this estuary very much like Manhattan Island at the conflu-

ence of the Hudson and East Rivers in the bay of New York. The

green banks of both I'ivers are crowned with fortifications, which

arc well preserved, and with churches and convents, none of which

are dilapidated, but of which some have been converted to sccui^r

uses.

On reaching the bar we were boarded by the officer of the port,

and delayed until the fort on shore delivered a salute in honor of

Mr. Seward. Our flags dipped in acknowledgment, and an hour

later we came to anchor before a quaint and picturesque little city.

An extensive fortification standing immediately on the wharf is now

the palace of the governor-general. The buildings, unique though

plain, seem to speak from their open windows and graceful bal-

conies a hospitable welcome. An infantry battalion was drawn up

on the esplanade, and the river-shores wei-e crowded with a swarthy

but well-dressed and gentle-looking people. Mr. Seward was con-

veyed by the governor-general's staff in a well-manned barge to

the other shore, where he was welcomed by the Secretary of State,

and received with military honors. The band employed on this

occasion, although it consists exclusively of natives, excels any wo

have heard in India. Western arts and customs seem capricious

in taking root in these strange countries. On our journey to

Peking, we noticed that the band of Admiral Rodgers' s flag-ship

was composed chiefly of dark natives of Goa. They executed

better than any other performers the " Charta," as they called the

beautiful national air of Portugal. Associated as it is in our rec-
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ollcctions of those cold and tedious travels, it was peculiarly pleas-

ing when that noble hymn burst upon us from the instruments of a

full band of the same sympathetic race, in their own tropical Ikhho.

Captain Major's family, the only American one residing here,

divided the care of our entertainment with the governor-general,

the Viscount de Sfio Januario.

The Goa where we were received so kindly is only by deriva-

tion the Goa of history. Ancient Goa stood eight miles higher, on

the same left bank of the Narwar. Founded by Albuquerque, the

most renowned of all the Portuguese admirals, after Vasco de Ganiti,

it was laid out on an imperial scale, and surrounded by a wall and

fortifications, which rendered it for more than a century impres^ua-

ble. An immense population gathered there. It contained the niag-

niticeut palace of the viceroy, the college, the hospital, the archiopis-

copal see and the halls of the Inquisition, while on every attractive

height was built a cJiurch, monastery, convent, or chateau. Armies

two hundred thousand strong were repelled from its walls, and

imposing embassies from the barbaric kings and princes of the East

trod its spacious and shaded streets. One hundred and fifty years

ago, it was found to be unhealthful and was abandoned. Althougli

life has since disappeared from that once-busy stage, some remnants

of its activity and glory remain. AVc proceeded in carriages over a

finn and well-preserved causeway, which once resounded with tlio

tramp of pageants and of armies, to the ruined city. By tlic road-

side and in the neighboring jungle, moss-covered monumental

crosses, decorated daily by pious hands with fresh flowers, indicate

scenes of violence and sufiering, perhaps of miracles or martyrdom,

enacted here. Cocoa-nut groves and mango-orchards now shade

grounds once covered by bazaars and hostelries. Hero and there

a deserted palace, closed but not yet in ruins, testifies of wealth and

luxury passed away, and the curious tourist is warned not to pene-

trate its mouldering courts and tangled gardens, lest ho come un-

aware upon the most venomous serpents of India. Of a hundred

religious houses, only one convent remains, and tliat has a lone

sisterhood of three nuns. A high, arched gate, overgrown witli

creepers, is all that exists of the viceregal palace. ^V'^hilc the col-
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lege and liospital have been renewed in the new town, happily no

trace of the Iiupiisition remains in either city. The Government
has kept the cathedral and ehundics in repair. They are built in

the style of the sixteenth century, and, though fine structures, they

are less imposing and costly than the churches built by the Spaniards

of the same period in Mexico and South America. They are, never-

theless, far superior to religious edifices in the United States.

The Church of Bom Jesus contains the tomb of St. Francis

Xavier. It will be remembered that he was associated with Igna-

tius Loyola in establishing the Society of Jesus, and that he came

out on his apostolate to India, even before the papal allowance of

tlie new order Avas granted. Perhaps this church was the first of

tlie many thousands which have arisen in all parts of the world,

under the labors of that mysterious community which has been so

indomitable and indefatigable while encountering so many vicissi-

tudes. The mausoleum ia an oblong pedestal of Carrara marble,

ten feet high, panelled with bronze bas-reliefs, representing the

miracles of the saint. Upon this pedestal is a sarcophagus of gilded

copper, which contains the embalmed remains, and is enclosed in

an elaborately-wrought case of silver. Tlie Grand-duke of Tus-

cany only expressed the reverence of Catholic Europe for Xavier,

in presenting this exquisite monument to the Church of the Jesuits,

which is so closely identified with his labors. The tomb stands in

a vaidtcd chamber, the walls of which are graced with admirable

devotional paintings, but unfortunately it is so small and dark that

not only the pictures but the monument itself is deprived of its

just effect. The sarcophagus is opened at long intervals by per-

mis^sion of the King of Portugal, and on these occasions deserted

Goa is reanimated by hundreds of thousands of natives, assembled

from all parts of Asia. It may well be believed, as we are told,

that not only the faithful Catholics, but even the unconverted Hin-

doos, confidently expect supernatural efiects to follow from the

contact then allowed with the sacred remains. India is filled with

traditions of the saint, and the Jesuit writers have carefully

collected, collated, and published them. According to these tradi-

tions, St. Francis Xavier not only relieved the poor with money
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brought out from tlio depths of tho 8ca, licalcd the sick, mado

the dumb to speak, cured tho lame and blind, cast out devilrt,

and raised the dead, by simple invocation of tho mercy of God,

but he performed more of those miracles thaa the Gospels record

of the Saviour, and his chosen twelve apostles. A resident of

Goa, reliable for intelligence and candor, told us that, when the

sarcophagus was last opened, a lady well-known to him became tlio

subject of a supposed miracle. Having been hopelessly lame from

birth, she solicited parental leave to attend the ceremony and

touch the venerated dead. Her skeptical parents refused ; bIic

persisted, and in the moment of contact she became whole, and so

remains. Our informant of course ascribes this extraordinary cure

to the influence of her excited imagination.

Eut the homage paid to the memory of Xavier may well be

regarded without cavil or regret even by those whose education

obliges them to reject his alleged miracles. He surpassed bin spir-

itual contempornri.es in faith, hope, charity, patience, courage, zeal,

and perseverance. He committed no crime, indulged no vices, and

though he tolerated African slavery and the Inquisition in the Ea.st,

it must be remembered they were the errors of his time, and he was

less severe against the recusants of the Church than in self-condem-

nation. It was his noble maxim that the Gospel is advanced more

by the blood of martyrs than by the sweat of missionaric lie

found India wholly a pagan and Mohammedan land, ant jy his

teaching and example, using neither force nor fraud, he made more

Christian converts than can bo found on Indian soil at the present

day. It was not, however, for St. Francis Xavier, nor the Jesuits,

nor the Catholic Church of the sixteenth century, to bring India

and the East into Christian civilization. It nmst be radly admitted

that this remains yet to be done. It is to be hoped, however, tliat

the great work has begun in the humble schools for native men and

women which have been opened under missionary aiispiccs in

various parts of the country.

A dinner at the palace closed tho day. Although it was ut-

tended by the provincial court, and supported by a military band,

it was animated and cordial. The governor was -eloquent in Lis
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admiration of the United States. A throne, whi^h stands in tho

grand salon, although "t lias no occupant—tho viceregal dignity

having been abolished—is still respected on state occasions. What

interested us more wore the queer old portraits of viceroys, gov-

ernors, generals, adininJs, and missionaries. Need I say that wo

carefully studied the lineaments of Vasco de Gama, Dias, Cabral,

Aliiroyda, Albuquerque, of Xavier and Loyola ? An artistic per-

formance of Chopin by a youKg secretary enchained us until a late

hour.

On tho 18th we visited tho public institutions. The military

force consists of two battalions of artillery and two of infantry,

maintained at an annual cost of two hundred thousand dollars.

These seem quite enough for a territory of o."ly a thousand

square miles, with a population of four hundred thousand. The

military academy trains one hundred and fifty cadets, through

a seven years' course. The garrison barracks and hospital are

excellent. We looked into the finance department. Tho reve-

nue is six hundred th^^u^and dollars. The salaries are low, and

there is no complaint of taxes. The college of science and medi-

cine is conducted by eleven professors, several of whom are natives

of Goa, and is well attended. There are four newspapers, three of

which are conducted by natives, and all in the Portuguese language.

Ono-tliird of the population is Roman Catholic, tlie rest are Hin-

doos, Mahrattas, and Mohammedans. The good order and perfect

cleanliness which pervade the little city explain the curious fact

that it supplies the foreign residents of all India with their best

household servants.

We drove with the governor to his suburban villa on the sum-

mit of the cape which divides the two rivers. The palace was

formerly a monaster Its chapels are now reception-rooms and

banqueting-halls. Its cloisters arc card and billiard rooms. The

garden supplying vegetables, fruits, and flowers, is still retained.

The site was chosen with the customary sagacity of religious com-

munities, who seldom fail to find material comforts while they se-

cure the solitude needful for meditation, and natural associations

which sustain enthusiasm. The place is not less adapted to its
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present use. There could be no more refreshing retreat from the

stagnant air and burning heat of the city than this breezy, rocky

clift', which breaks the ocean-tides, while it looks down upon the

old town and the new, half buried in palms, mangos, and cypresses,

and far up the primeval river-channels to their sourcee iu the moun-

tains, which are lost in the horizon. Our minds were crowded, in

the hours we passed on the turreted veranda, with the thoughts of

the events which had happened beneath it : of Camoens and liis

romantic career ; how, crossed in love at home, he came to this far-

off and misty East to make by adventure a name with which to

return and wed the maiden with the " sweetest eyes were ever

seen ; " how, after shipwreck and amid privations and persecutions,

he wrote here his " Lusiad," and then returned to his native land,

only to find his mistress dead, and to die himself, of a broken heart,

in an almshouse. AVe thought of the arrival of armed fleets from

Lisbon, in the now quiet bay ; of the building and fortification of a

great city ; of native armies gathered in siege around it—of the

brave and chivalrous defenders who defeated and dispersed them

;

of the expeditioi. of squadrons for the conquest of Aden and Orinus,

in the Arabian Sea ; of Malacca, the key of the Sea of China, and

of the Moluccas in the Archipelago, and of their triumphant return

laden with spoils ; of the homeward dispatch of argosies loaded with

spices, pearh, of Ceylon, and diamonds of Golconda ; of the coming

in of the humble Jesuit missionaries, their fortunes and their fate,

sometimes received with aifection and gratitude, and often meeting

the martyr's crown ; of the baptism of whole tribes, provinces, and

nations ; of their subsequent relapse into their primitive idol-Mor-

sliip ; of the enterprise of the colonists on land and sea, extcrding

the feme and sway of Portugal, always brilliant, but ending in de-

feat and overthrow at last, when they came into collision Mith

Euro]<ean rivals equally ambitious and stronger than tlieniselvcs.

This, which is the story of Goa, is also the history of Portuguese

colonization. Of the vast empire which Portugal established in

both hemispheres on the track of the great discoverers, tlierc re-

main now only this little province of Goa, in India ; the ah-cady

decaying city of Macao, in China ; nnd the yet barbarian colonics
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of St. Paul de Loando, and Mozambiqiie, in Africa. Portugal won

that empire bravely, slio improved it as she could with the light

she enjoyed, and she lost it chivalrously. The nations which

have profited by her discoveries and conquests will not deny her

honor and sympathy.

An early dinner at Captain Major's was attended by the gov-

ernor-general and other officers of the state, including M. Riberio,

a poet of whom it is said we ai*e likely to hear more, through some

translations by Longfellow.

The hour of five, the first in which tide would serve, had been

appointed for our departure. Mr. Seward, as usual, was proceeding

promptly to the wharf, but was detained for a parting demonstra-

tion. The governor addressed him with emotion ; Mr. Seward re-

plied with equal feeling. The military saluted him, and then the

barge conveyed us to our familiar deck. Even when the last of the

fortb had dipped its flag and fired its farewell guns, and the setting

sun had left us only the hazy twilight of the tropics, signals were

still seen waving adieux from the palace balconies and from the

wharf. Whatever else of the ancient Portuguese character may

have passed away with the decline of imperial power, the clement

of chivalrous courtesy certainly remains.

The crew of the Camel i^ now obedient. The Hindoo helms-

man steers faithfully, the ocean-currents flow smoothly, the iron

mountain no longer diverts the needle, while the compass has

been satisfiictcrily adjusted. Our captaincy is pleased with itself

and with us. "We arc equally satisfied, and go to our rest with the

Bombay light shining brightly before us. Goa hns been gained,

and the BycuUa Club is not " going to be disappointed."



CHAPTER XVII.

LAST DAYS IN BOMBAY.

The BycuUa Club.—Mr. Seward's Speech.—His Grateful Acknowledgments to his Enter.

tainers,—The Indies of the East and the Indies of the West.—Growing Civilization

of the East.—A Progress Irresistible.—The New Concord.—Policy of the Anglo.

Saxon Race.—Miss Weasner.—Departure from Bombay.

Bomlay, Ap'il 'ilst.—The BycuUa Club is less a local society

of Bombay tlian an association of the gentlemen who are engaged in

the military and civil service throughout India. Not only Ameri-

cans, but foreigners of all the Western nations, fraternize cordially

in its circle.

Its spacious and elegant rooms, highly illuminated, were filled

last night, and the entertainment was attended by all the memberti

in the city and many ladies.

The Honorable Sir M. R. Westropp, Chief-Justice of Bombay,

presided, and spoke of Mr. Seward's public life. Mr. Seward re-

plied as follows

:

" I have been more than onco heretofore kindly invited to meet

societies in Asia, but those privileges we e lost by reason cither of

fatigue, or some other exigency of travel. I have, therefore,

accepted this courtesy of yours, as a social welcome tendered me by

the Europeans residing in India, while at the same time my prepa-

rations for an early departure oblige mo to take my final leave of

the East here. Having learned much and enjoyed more, I am

oppressed with many grateful thoughts, though the time scarcely
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serves for a full utterance of one. When the spring fills up, how-

ever, we must choose the vent through which the stream shall flow.

First, I must thank you sincerely, profoundly, for bringing me to

an acquaintance with your enlightened and spirited association,

for bestowing upon me the honor of its membership, and for

giving me this felicitous expression of its eleganv and generous

hospitality. I have been frequently asked, " What do you think

of Bombay ?" I answer now: "The Byculla Club is a just expo-

nent of a great and growing Oriental metropolis." Two hundred

vears ago this magnificent bay came to a King of England as the

dowry of a Portuguese princess. Who could then have foreseen

that, under British rule, it would become the gate of the East, the

Constantinople of a new historical era ? Yet, this high destiny is

one of the assurec' and immediate results of the Suez Canal. I

shall, indeed, continue my past endeavors to hasten on a ship-canal

across the Isthmus of Darien—a work which can hardly fail to give

new importance to queenly Calcutta. But India is a vast coun-

try, and can maintain two great commercial cities, as the world

already has need of two interoceanic channels of commerce.

"Gentlemen, I owe manifold acknowledgments outside the

Byculla Club. Please suffer me to make them here ; to his excel-

lency the viceroy, and many members of the Council of India—to

the authorities of Madras, Bengal, the Northwest Provinces, the

Central Provinces, the Punjab and Bombay—to the Maharajahs of

Benares and Puttceala, an • to many other native statesmen and

scholars—for attentions which have made my travels in India

equally a tour of p'easnre and an interesting study. If I could

think it possible that what I may now say could pass the confines

of British India, I Avould add not less grateful acknowledgments to

the Portuguese authorities of ancient Goa, the authorities of the

rigorous Straits Settlement, and the government of the marvellously

fruitful Netherlands Indies, as well is the native governments of

just awakening China and Japan. Thus far in a journey round

the world, I have had the pleasant part of St. PauFs experience on

his voyage from Joppa to Rome :
* So when this was done, others

also came, who also honored us with many honori,).'
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I
' " Gentlemen, immediately after the "Western discoveries of Co-

lumbus, and the Eastern discoveries of Vasco de Gama, a new and

Bignificant, though inaccurate nomenclature obtained in geography.

The world was at once divided into two parts : one, the old and well

known, the other, the newly-discovered or explored Indies, whicli

embraced nearly all of Asia, and the whole of America.

" The old and well-known Western nations came suddenly under

a new and vast responsibility. This responsibility included notli-

ing less than a regeneration of an effete civilization in the so-called

Indies of Asia, and the estiiblishment of an original civilization in

the so-called Indies of America. A profound sense of this respon-

sibility sustained the labors and shaped the characters of Colunibns

and De Gama, of Chatham and Burke, of Washington and Jeli'er-

Bon, of Xavier and Ileber. Tell me not, therefore, that thin lo-

sponsibility is merely a conceit of an ardent imagination.

" It is, I tnist, gentlemen, to a sympathy which exists between

the now ruling classes of the East and my countrymen, in tliig

elevated and humane sentiment, that I am indebted for this consid-

eration which it has given me so much pleasure to acknowl^ ilgo.

We may well, gentlemen, cherish and cultivate it. It nood not iiialcc

us one whit the less Briti:«h, American, French, Tortuguese, Italiiiii,

Danish, German, Dutch, or whatcvoi" else Ave may have been, or

love to be, to accept the simple ar>'i . il-lme truth that comes down

to us as an instruction from the thro'^i! -hove, that whatever govern-

ments we may establish or maintain amid the dchris of Asiatic

empires or in the chaos of America, those governments must he

established and maintained not alone nor chiefly for the advantage

of the forc'-i^n founders, but for the welfare and happiness of the

native races among whom they are founded.

" Despite skepticism, avarice, and reactionary resistance, civiliza-

tion in America, the Indies of the West, is a manifest success. I

am liappy to declare, as the residt of my observation, the conviction

that regeneration in Asia is equally proving itself to be a success.

There are, indeed, parts of Asia where Western ideas, principles,

and inventions, are only tolerated with nndissenibled reluctance.

These are the regions ,rhich were last reached by Europeans. Eut
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I Iviiow, on the other hand, those ideas, principles, and inventions,

arc accepted and embraced cordially in other portions of the East,

which have been more early and conveniently accessible. Witness

Japan, tbe coast and rivers of China, Java, Tjiirmab, Madras, Ben-

oal, Goa, and Bombay. There modern civilization is triumphant.

Progress is irresistible. The inventions of steam, railroads, tele-

graphs, and missionary colleges and schools, have come in good

time to enable us to carry on that work of regeneration peacefully

and humanely, which has so often been prosecuted blunderingly as

well as crnelly, with the aid of gunpowder. It cannot be long

Itefore the British Government will be relieved of the necessity of

maintaining a'. Indian army to protect their possessions, and a

Euroi)cau army to watch the Indian one.

"You must have noticed, gentlemen, as I have, a new and

pleasing trait in the tem})er of our age. Europe does, indeed, still

remain a theatre of international jealousies and ambitions, but I

think all the nations of the West have come at last to an harmoni-

ous agreement that European conflicts shall no longer be extended

into Asia, Polynesia, or America." (" Hear ! hear 1

")

" You like this new concord, gentlemen—I know the reason :

hecauso it is the harbinger of peace and progress in the East. I

like it for the same reason, and also for another: it is the saving

' Monroe doctrine ' of America. I am, of course, aware that the

asscniblv before whom I stand, and to whom I am so much indebt-

ed, consists largely of Britons. I am an American. Our nations

are severed—our extraction largely the same. The very work of

extending modern civilization in the two hemispheres, of which so

large a share of responsibility has devolved upon each nation, has a

tendency, perhaps, to make us rivals. There arc passionate and

prejudiced men in both countries who would aggravate this rivalry

into hatred, but such a temper is in any case insular and provin-

cial, and unworthy the matured genius of either nation. I air. not

sentimental enougli to rely on a distant consanguinity, which is

daily becoming more remote, as an enduring bond of friendship

between our two countries, but I have always seen that, situated as

they arc, on o]^[»oi>ite sides of a great ocean, equally dependent on a
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peaceful commerce with the whole world, speaking the same lan-

guage, and holding the same religious faith, equally educated above

the powers and blandishments of despotism, and conscious of their

common responsibility in regard to universal progress, the welfare

and happiness of each demand that they shall be friends, and man-

kind cannot consent to their alienation. Far from thinking that

the Anglo-Saxon race, so proudly and happily advanced, will fall

into internecine conflict now or hereafter, I, on the contrary,

Bteadfostly believe that neither of its two great branches Mill

lose any thing of power or prestige Avhilo their colonics are

increasing, multiplying, and replenishing the waste places of the

globe.

"My parting words to you, gentlemen, therefore, are: Let mu-

tual respect and cordial friendship prevail between Great Britain

and the United States of America, until British scorn of arbitrary

government and American love of educated liberty shall eucirclo

the earth !

"

April 22(1.—It is a day of leave-taking, and a busy one. A
large representation of the intellectual society of Bombay, not onlv

British, Americans, and Continental Europeans, have been with us,

but also Parsees, IVtohaTinncdans, antl Hindoos. All alike express

their sympathies Avith Mr. Seward, and their appreciation of the

sentiments ho uttered the day before yesterday.

While we were at Shanghai, Miss Wessner, a Bavarian lady,

then travelling in t'.at country, gave an interesting account of her

journey to Peking. AVhen wo returned to that capital, she had

gone to Java. All the way hither she has been flitting away just

bef <re us, br i we have failed to overtake her. To-day the bird was

caught, and a ..leasing accpiaintanco established. She exhibits

groat force of oiiaracter in making alone an exploration of the

world, which is unfvcrsally thought to require masculine energy.

Just at the moment of making this friendship, which promises so

much, we are grieved with the intelligence of the death of a friend,

aii'i our countrywoman, Alice Gary; not less gifted than true,

l^rave, and womanly.
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CEAPTER XVIIi.

FROM BOMDA Y TO ADEN.

Once more at Sea.—The Steamer Doccan.—Mr, Seward's Roniarks on India.—Natural

Religion.—Tiic Characteristics of the Hindoo Mind.—England's Hold on India.

—

The Regeneration of India.—The Island of Soeotra.—Arrival at Aden.—An Extinct

Volcano.—Wise Old England !—A New Stage of the Voyage.—Kcd Haired Negroea.

Steamer Deccan, April 25</t.—Once more at sea ! But wliere ?

The waters which roll between the Indian Peninsula and the Ara-

bian Promontory arc the Arabian Sea. The waters south of them

arc the Indian Ocean. We left the Indian Peninsula behind us on

the 22d, and are now making a bee-line from the Malabar coast to

Aden, on the southwest coast of Arabia. On Avhidt of the two

seas are we? Our steamer is the largest one of tho Peninsular and

Oriental line. Having three keels, she rides the sea as squarely

and as smoothly as an American side-wheeler. Our fellow-passen-

gers being English, and many of them acquaintances made in India,

we are not suft'ered to feel that wc are sti'angers.

While watching the flying fish skipping over the unruffled sea

this morning, which of all the reflections that occurred to us dur-

ing our sojourn in India shall we record ? Mr. Seward said

:

" India has a very imperfect and unsatisfactory civilization, but it

never had a better one. The native pojiulation could never

achieve a better one if left to themselves. Their whole hope of a

higher civilization depends on the instruction and aid of the West-

ern nations, and, taking circumstances as they are, that hope de-
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ii:

fi'

pends chiefly on the guidance and aid of Great Britain. It ia a sub-

ject for profound study how it has happened that thus far India has

had an experience so different from that of the nations of the West.

Although the Western nations have not at all times been progres-

sive, they have, nevertheless, as a whole family, been continually

advancing. IIow is this to be accounted for ? The first intellect-

ual want of which man is conscious is, not that of a guidance in

obtaining a supply of the necessaries of life, but a desire to know

who and what is the power that created him, and on whom he ia

entirely dependent. Man feels himself capable of seeing and en-

joying good, and also of doing and suffering evil. He asks, Wliat

is good, what is evil? When do good and evil come, and how?

Where does the Supreme Power reside, and what is it ? Is it one,

or is it many? Is it altogether good, or altogether evil? How
can the Supreme Power be both good and evil ? Has the Supreme

Power created only good and been baffled by an equal or superior

power that has interjectc'l evil ? IIow could a power that is

supremely good create evil ? Does the Supreme Power delight in

virtue and the happiness of mankind, or does it derive pleasure

from their crimes and suffering? The Supreme Power has so far

revealed itself in Xature that man can attain to the knowledge tliat

it lii ? single power, that there is one God, not many gods, and that

this one God requires tVom num tho practice of virtue, and desires

his happiness. This truth must be seized upon and become a

spiritual conviction. Until a national mind grasps and clicrislies

this spiritual conviction, it must ever continue to revolve in a con-

dition of uncertainty and doubt about the providenMal appoint-

ments of good and evil, which render it incapable of a firm ad-

vance in knowledge and civilization. This is only saying, in other

words, that such a nation becomes bewildered in the 8»»btletics of

metaphysics. This bewilderment has hitlierto been, and yet

remains, a condition of the people of Ilindostan. All studious

observers have agreed that the Hindoos are not intellectually in-

ferior to the Western nations. They early framed a language, tlie

Sanscrit, which tho learned of every nation unite in asserting is

superior to every other vehicle of human thought ; th.ey have ethics

,iag?w>m'W!«ai" ,-y -J ,

'
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equal to those of Confucius, and his are equal to the morals of

pinto. They have many municipal laws as just as the comnioji

law. They have skill in productive art and manufacture, which

has made their fabrics objects of cupidity and envy among all

nations. Their literature of fiction furnished a -model fur the

'Arabian Nights Entertainments' as well as the poems of Ari-

ostu and Chaucer. They gave to Greece the science of notation,

and they have always excelled in mathematics generally, and prac-

tical hydraulics. Nevertheless, the Hindoos have never known

liow to constitute a civil government, or to organize a beneficial

ecclesiastical system. They have never even written a history of

themselves, unless we accept, as such, fables which cover a chrono-

logical period of many millions of years, with four successive ages

:

first, one of perfect human strength, purity, and happiness ; second,

one of a slight admixture of weakness, rendering human govern-

ment necessary ; third, an equal admixture of vice and virtue ; and,

fourth, the predominance of evil, which has only endured five

thousand years of its appointed term of four hundred and thirty-

three thousand ! Unable to establish a plausible mythology, they

require us, in t'ie nineteenth century of the Christian era, to accept

a pantheon of thirty-three millions ot gods 1 It is not for us to

(leterniine whether the pertinacions metaphysical bias of the Hin-

doos is nat\iral to the Hindoo mind, or is accidental. Its fruits are

jialpablc enough. They are, a i)ersistent adhesion to the Pytha-

gorean theory of transmigration—a theory which equally subverts

the relation of man to brute, and the relation of both man and

brute to the common Creator ; a degradation and debasement of

woman, which not only exclude her from society, but render her

incapable of it; caste, which extirpates co()perati(m, emulation, and

charity, annihilates the inherent conviction of the ecpial riglits of

maiiliood, and delivers all governments over to the caprices of

ambition and the clurnces of anarchy. The remedy for India is

and can be nothing less than a regeneration of the Hindoo mind,

The Mogul conquerors attempted this by teaching the Mohamme-
dan faith, and enforcing their instructions by the sword of the

prophet. Thev failed even to establish a severe despotism. The
30
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superior political seicnco and greater toleration of the British

nation enable them at least to rule India in peace, but not without

a constant exhibition of military power. It is but too ap])arerit

that the native population of India have not yet, under IJritUIi

rule, established any firm advance. If the British Government

should withdraw itself from Ilindostan to-day, the country must

'inevitably relapse into the wretched condition in which it was

found by the Europeans, I-'it Great Britain has a difficult task.

India cannot be colonized by British Bubjects, or European races,

as North America and Australia were. Climate forbids this, cvou

if caste does not. On the other hand. Great Britain, now con-

stantly present in India, and in all parts of it, with her arts and

her armn, prote^^ts and coiiperates with the philanthr(»]»lstfi who

come as missionaries and educators. These can hardly foil under

such circumstances to produce a change in the practices, habits, ami

languages, of the people of India. Tlie work of regeneration must

indeed be slow, for it requires nothing less than the destruction of

ccmte^ the restoration of woman, and the conversion of the natives,

il not to Christianity, at least to a religion more rational and prac-

tical than the Braminical faith. Through this slow process, tlie

idea of the dignity and rights of man may be expected to develop.

It may seem sanguine to expect that, among the vicissitudes inher-

ent in all political affairs, British control in India will last long

enough to secure this great consummation. But, even if thij

should not be so, the Western powers which should relieve Great

Britain in India must necessarily assume her responsibilities.

I do not think her situation in India precarious ; certainly no Euro-

pean power has now the ability to displace her from the position

she has attained through long perseverance and at great cost. The

perils of British authority in India, if there are any, arc those

which threaten the stability and peace of the realm. So long as

Great Britain shall be content to employ Sepoys, and subsidize

native princes, she will be quite safe in India, and during all that

time the habit of submission to British law may be expected to

increase, and so reduce gradually the difficulties of the situation.

We have not found the British residents in India one-halt" so hope-

riSSSm
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fill of tho rep;eneration of the country ns this, but nM pfreat and

benevolent enterprises, however slow in progress, are sure to bo

BiicceHsful at last. The regeneration of India is an old talk of tho

Western nations. It dates from the invasion of Alexander. It

was the task of tho Mohammedans. Caste and superstition arc far

less omnipotent in India now than they were two thousand years

a<r(), four hundred years ago, or even fifty years ago, nor is the con-

dition of the people as low now as it was at any of those periods."

Indian Ocean, April 'ifSth.
—"We arc just passing the island of

Socotra, which belongs to the Sultan of Muscat. It is commer-

cially known for its exports of aloes and the gum of the dragon's-

blood tree. Admiral Cockburn recently visited the island with a

view of suppressing a. small slave-traffic which is carried on there

with traders from the opposite African coast. So we see that,

although the African slave-trade has been abolished among the civ-

ilized nations, it still lingers among those which have not been re-

claimed from barbarism. The admiral found the inhabitants of the

cipital, Tamarinda, little better than aborigines, though they speak

the Arabic and profess Mohammedanism. Before Mohammed,

however, they were not pagans, for St. Francis Xavier, in relating

his voyage to India, states that his vessel entered the harbor of

Socotra, and was detained there many weeks for provisions and re-

pairs, lie found the inhabitants hospitable and docile Christians,

using a ritual-service which they claimed to have been left them by

the Apostle St. Thomas, to whom they attributed their conversion.

They had never heard of the Pope, nor even of the division of the

Church between the Greek Patriarch, whom they acknowledged,

and the Bishop of Rome.

Ajyril 27//*.—After eight months' travel in the incomprehen-

sible East, with its stagnant civilization, we are now jxissing into

another region still more incomprehensible and hopeless.

On our right hand is Yemen, once "Arabia the happy," and

still known in poetry as a land of light and beauty, but now the

dwelling ol Arab hordes, who arc sinking every day deeper into
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barbarism. On the left, we are passing Soumala, that part of

Africa which stretches from Mozambique to Abyssinia. It is

inhabited by aboriginal negro tribes, rvhich, from the beginning of

time, have defied civilization. Thus we have the same experience,

in our approach to Europe, as when we listen to a vague and con-

fused prelude which precedes the full harmony of the symphony.

Aden^ Apt^l 28<A.—Elevated plains on the Arabian coast, too

distant for minute observation, were our landmarks as we neared

Aden.

Many centuries ago—we must consult geology to know how

many—a great fire was pent up in the lowest depths of the prom-

ontory that now bears the name of Aden. That subterranean fire,

becoming at last uncontrollable, burned the whole promontory out,

and left it upside-down. The top of the hill was gone, and nothing

remained but a huge cylindrical bowl, six miles in diameter at the

bottom, with a rim fifteen hundred feet high, No one knows what

that convulsion of Nature was for, any more than " Caspar " knew

what the battle of Blenheim was about. Everybody, however, said

that Blenheim was a " famous victory," and everybody agrees that

Aden was a great volcano. Aden, thus hollowed into basin-shape,

is joined to the Arabian coast by a low and very narrow isthmus—

a place so entirely desolate it has never before been our fortune to

see. Or. iv. or in it (which will you have ?), there is not a tree nor

a plant, except where, here and there, is a patch which man's hand

has planted, scarcely bigger than that hand, and which he continues

to water daily. The Portuguese discoverers stopped here on their

voyages of exploration. They found here, as at Socotra, a colony

of Syrian Christians. The Mohammedans from Mecca invaded

them with fire and sword. Thuy invoked relief and protection

from the Portuguese Indian capital at Goa. The Portuguese in-

terveutfon proved ineffectual, and the promontory remained under

native Arabian sway, and ultimately came to be a province of Mus-

cat. The kings of Muscat lost it, as they lost every thing, and tlie

promontory remained under the control of native chiefs. The

British Government early saw its importance to their Indian do-

11 m
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minions, but awaited an opportunity. In 1839, under the pretext

of redrersing an insult, Great Britain, with sword in one hand, and

a liberal purse in the other, seized the promontory and fortified it.

It is now used as a coaling-station in the European voyages to

India, whether they are made around the Cape of Good Hope, or

through the Red Sea. Aden commands the latter navigation, and

in this sense is the key to India and the whole East, as Singa-

pore is the key to China, Japan, the Archipelago, and Australia.

Aden is politically dependent, not directly on the Home Govern-

ment, but on the presidency of Bombay, and is held and main-

tained at the cost of the government of British India.

Wise old England ! How she fortifies her Island Realm, and

yet all the while develops and improves the energies of her people,

while she does not hesitate to undertake the police regulation of the
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world 1 She knows, moreover, when and where and how to estab-

lish the necessary police-stations. If jealous of the United States,

what could she 'desire more than that they shall be content with

complaining of the Alabama grievances, hesitate at taking a police-

station in Alaska, and utterly refuse to take one, even though

offered, in the West Indies ? That hesitation and refusal recall

President Lincoln's story of the intrusion of the Univefsalists into

the town of Springfield. The several orthodox churches agreed

that their pastors should preach down the heresy. One of them

began his discourse with these emphatic words :
" My brethren,

there is a dangerous doctrine creeping in among us. There are

those who are teaching that all men will be saved ; but, my dear

brethren, we hope for better things 1

"

Aden is a fortification and harbor, and nothing more. The

fortification is without a model, and there is no duplicate of it, for

the simple reason that the volcano shaped it. All that science had

to do was, to perfect what the volcano left unfinished. The Gov-

ernment has simply hewn the concave rocky surface of the crater

into bastions, palisades, covered ways, parapets, martello-towers,

and castellated batteries, so as to repel approach from the sea, on

every side, and at the same time to command every foot of the

interior area. The base of the interior area has two depressions,

doubtless produced by two distinct eruptions, separated by a bar-

rier of rock, indicating that there must have been two volcanoes.

The larger area of these excavations contains tlie town of Aden,

the other the arsenal. A passage which has been hewn through

this volcanic rock connects the arsenal with the barracks in the

town. This passage has a ditch along its side, pp'*allel massive

walls on both sides, and a battery at each end, commanding the

plain in either direction. The outer sides of the circular mountain

are so steep and so indented that they furnish deep and convenient

bays for safe anchorage at their base. The rocky precipices which

enclose the crater leave no sufiicient space for barracks or dw^^il-

ings. The population of Aden, including all classes, is contracted,

therefore, within the basin, and so under control of the fortifica-

tions. You reach this basin, not by driving under the encircling
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rim and rising within, nor by climbing over it, but by a road hewn

through the rim itself. Some military critics among our British

acquaintance- toll us that these defences are not" impregnable.

Mr. Seward asks, "But can they not easily be made so?" They

assent. " That," he says, " is all that is required of any fortifica-

tion." The force at present stationed here is only one regiment.

The latitude of Aden is 12° north. The heat is so constant, as

well as so intense, as to suggest the apprehension of new subter-

ranean fires. Sometimes three years pass without the blessing of

rain. It is, therefore, a severe study of the government to pro-

vide fresh water for town, garrison, and shipping. The earlier

owners of Aden had a considerable city within the basin, which

they supplied with water by collecting the rain which occasionally

fell on the crests and interior declivities, and conducting it to a

dozen tanks or reservoirs, a he water thus gathered and hoarded

from tropical tempests would be suflicient, if left to its natural flow,

to deluge the bottom of the basin. These reservoirs remain in per-

fect preservation, and are admired for their masonry. The walls of

each bear a tablet on which is stated its capacity in gallons. The

supply furnished by these ancient reservoirs is quite inadequate

to the present demand of the town, which is provided for by the

use of steam-condensers of sea-water.
"^^

is a curious thing to see

English artisans here using • oal from Cornwall, to extract water

from the ocean to slake the thirst of the savages of Asia and Africa.

"Who shall question that the Briti ih. people are a commercial one,

when he learns that the government nt Aden sells the water, which

it thuG manufactures, at a penny a gallon?

We realize here that we have reached a new stage of our round-

the-world voyage. We are leaving, rather, let us say, we have left

the far East and the South behind us. Though not yet arrived at

the West and the North, we are on their confines. Not one Mon-

golian or Malay do we see, only a few Hindoos and an individual

Parsee, who applies to Mr. Seward to be appointed consul of the

United States. The people are Araba, Turks, swarthy Jews, and

Abyssinians; the dominating races, Abyssinians and Soumalans.

The Hindoos are servants ; the Jews, bankers and pawnbrokers ;'
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the Arabs and Abyssinians, traders in coffee, frankincense, myrrh,

amber, and ostrich-feathers. The Arabs also supply the people

with fruit, mostly dates, and with the mutton of the Berber sheep.

This small animal is invariably white, with a black head. The

Soumalans are not prepossessing in appearance. We happened to

be in our state-rooms when the Dcccan came to anchor. These

natives swarmed thickly around the steamer, in the smallest and

most rickety of all boats and rafts, to see if happily some passenger

might want them, either to carry baggage ashore for a penny, or to

dive Lito the sea for the same price. Before we were aware, they

were climbing over the ports, naked, except at the waists, peering

with their large, yellow-black eyes into the ship—black as Milton's

darkness, strong and lithe, with great white teeth, flat noses, low

foreheads, and thick hair, curly, and varying in color from carrot-

red to tow-white—Scandinavian hair on African heads ! At the

instant they appeared at the vessel's side, the command rang

through the ship, " Close the ports ! " and a guard was stationed on

deck to prevent their apprehended larcenies. Failing to find em-

ployment as porters, they passed the whole day diving into the sea.

On shore we found invariably the same light hair on the heads of tlie

same race. " Verily," we said, " though in the times of Jcreniiali

' the leopard could not change his spots, nor the Ethiopian his

skin,' the latter has since that time learned to change the color of

his hair." The Soumalans ai'c laborers, that is to say, the women

are. Blessed are the customs of these aboriginal Africans, far

more blessed than those of semi-civilized Asia. These Souraalan

women, with their glistening white teeth, red lips, and yellow eyes,

are the only women we have seen in the enjoyment of personal

freedom since we left the United States, except the Mongolians in

the Nan-Kow Pass. This enjoyment is not perhaps too dearly pur-

chased, even at the cost of performing the servile labor by which

their black lords live.

The buildings here are constructed of lava-rock, without any

pretension to elegance or even convenience. The governor is a

gentleman of long experience, extensive infoi'mation, and great

candor. The fortunate coincidence of finding Admiral Cockburn
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licre with the Forte is especially gratifying. We have passed

tlie day on siiore, and concerted a plan for a future and hopeful

correspondence.'

It is not always safe to trust to fellow-passengers, or hastily-

made acquaintances, for an explanation of what you find curious in

foreign travel. We inquired of every one how it happens that these

black men of Soumala have red or tow hair. The first answer we
received was, that they are the "beaux" of Africa, that they dye

their hair to make themselves attractive. Others answered that

the race are red-haired men. The true explanation was given by the

governor, but it requires some caution in setting it down. Water

is scarce in this Earning climate ; the Soumalans use lime as a sub-

stitute, and this eflects two important savings : one, the expense of

soap ; the other, the cost of a fine-tooth comb.

"Oh, tell me, where is fancy hred

—

In the heart or in the head ?

"

It has often been a study of ours, Where are fashions bred ?

"We think we have found out that the fashion of long-pointed finger-

nails, now so much the Vogue in Europe, is borrowed from the

eUte of China. Prince Kimg's nails are so long and so exquisitely

cultivated as to discourage emulation in European diplomatic cir-

cles; and all the gold-dust, diamond-dust, or dyes of Paris, are inef-

fectual, compared with the lime-wash of Soumala, for bleaching

hair.

' March 21, 1872.— It is with deep sorrow that we record the death of this chivalrous

and pious gentleman. lie fell a victim to the Indian climate..
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CIIAPTEU I.

THE RED SEA AND SUEZ CANAL.

Tlio (Iiitc of Tears.—The Uocrk of I'erim.—The Port of Mecca.—Imaginary Terrors.

—

Pleasant We.itlier.—The Coanta of the Red Sea,—The Div'mioii (f the Races.—

A

Rofreshinf^ AtinoBphere.—The Track of the Israelites.—Suez.—Tlic Ancient Canal.

—The New Canal.—It.s Inauguiution.—Its Prospects.

Steamer Deccan, lied Sea, Apnl 30th.—Last night we came

tlirough the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb (the Gate of Tears). Though

we had a growing moon, we were unable to discern either shore, or

tlie Roek of Perini, long famous for its supply of tortoise-shell, and

rendered notorious, in our own time, by the abortive attempt of the

French to secure it as a counter-salient to Aden. We are quite

sure tliat, with the aid of a strong glass, recnforced by a more pow-

erful faith, we discerned this morning the Arabian shore, and even

the minarets of some town. We are now sailing past a series of

low, sandy, uninhabited islands which lie off the Abyssinian shore.

Mat/ 'Ml.—We have just passed Jiddah, the ]iort of Mecca.

Although some of the European powers manage, in spite of the

fanatical ferocity of the natives, to maintain consulates there, the

port is visited only by Egyptian craft. On the western shore, we

have taken leave of Abyssinia, and now we make the towering

peak, Ilas-Elba, which tells us that wo have come far upward along

the desert shores of Nubia. From the day we formed our first ac-

quaintance with Eiu'opean sojourners in the East, at Yokohama,
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the one peril of onr Western voyage, which was represented as the

most f'eariul, has been the scorching cliuiato of the Red Sea. Wo
have been told that the steamer, driving before the wind, often re-

verses its course to procure relief, and that passengers die in their

cabins, merely from the oppression of the atmosphere. We as con-

etantly opposed these fears, because wo knew that latitude would bo

in our favor, and we thought we might expect to meet roviviiig

bieezesfrom the Mediterranean. Wo were right; not the Pacific

Ocean, nor even the Indian Ocean, furnished us a more pleasant

voyage than the Red Sea. The surface ruffled by the gentlest

of zephyrs, its waves, this morning, reflect rainbows broken with

myriads of prisms, as brilliant and as distinct as those which, on a

summer day, dance in the spray below the cataract at Niagara. It

is not easy, perhaps, to ascertain on what grounds this gi'eat gulf,

twelve hundred miles long and two hundred miles wide, acquired,

80 early as the time of Herodotus, the name of Red Sea. Probably

it was so named from the banks of coral which underlie its watorp,

and which render its navigation dangerous. Certainly the Mater is

not red ; this morning it assumes a hue of emerald-green.

Pleasant as the voyage is, however, no one expresses a desire to

explore either coast of the Red Sea. The reason is, that such an

attempt would be dangerous. On the Arabian shore, the inhabi-

tants are relapsing into barbarism ; while, on the African shore,

the people have never been reclaimed from the savage state. This,

therefore, is the most forlorn region through which we pass on our

voyage. Nevertheless, not only history, but even revelation, is at

fault, if we are not just now nearing the cradle of civilization,

How melancholy a thought it seems, that while we find prosperity,

improvement, and progress, or at least philanthropic eflbrt, attend-

ed with hope in all parts of Asia through which we have passed, as

well as on the steppes of Northern Europe, and in the most desert

parts of' America—and indeed civilization reclaiming the islands of

the sea near the North and South Poles—yet darkness continually

gathers in this, the oldest and most favored, region of the earth

!

This must have happened because the two great divisions of the

hv.man familv, the white races and the dark races, meet here on the
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(tpposlto shores of tlio Red Sen, and the opposite hanks of the Kilo.

Tliey did not conuningle, and they could not remain together.

Tlioy i)artcd, perhaps by consent, more probably by instinct, tho

(lurk races retaining Africa, and, moving' southward and eastward,

peopling India, Burmah, Thibet, China, Japan, tho Archipelago,

Occanica, and Western America ; tho Caucasian race, on the con-

trary, leaving Asia as well as Africa to their dark competitors,

spread thomselvea continually northward and westward on tho

European Continent, tho islands of tho Atlantic, and tho eastern

American shores. The shores of tho Red Sea have been practically

abandoned by both races. IIow strangely this divergence of the

white and the dark races perplexes the problem of the ultimate civ-

ilization and xinity of mankind! Tho darker races, following the

li<i;l it of Nature, and rejecting or extinguishing that of revelation,

have stumbled, and are scarcely making any progress since tho sep-

aration. Tho white races, more willingly accepting the greater

llfjht, though they also have stumbled, have reached a higher plane.

Man can go no further in unravelling that perplexity. Tho designs

of Providence are not unintelligible, but they are not man's

wavs.

3[ay Uh.—IIow refreshing and invigorating is this cool atmos-

phere, after the intemperate heat wo endured so long in India 1

We are now bearing wcstwardly into tho Gidf of Suez—the west-

ern of the two gulfs which divide the Red Sea at its upper termina-

tion. The eastern one is Akabah. The Gulf of Suez contracts

gradually from forty miles to ten in width. The African coast of

the Gulf of Suez is a desert table-land, rising into equally sterile

mountains. These plains and mountains divide the Red Sea from

the fertile valley of the Nile. Wo suppose that we have already

crossed the path the Israelites took in their miraculous passage.

We need not, however, have come here to learn that the track can-

not now bo precisely ascertained. The topography of the region

so far supports the Scripture account as to indicate that the exiles

from Goshen might most naturally have come down the western

biiiik of the Gulf of Suc^, and thence across the gulf to the end of
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the Sinaitic promontory ; thence they would have passed through

Edom and Moab, now Arabia Petrsea, along the eastern shore ol tlie

Dead Sea to the inouth of the Jordan. If we sujspose, on the con-

trary, that they travelled around the head of the Gulf of Suez, their

journey would have been much longer and more exposed to pur-

suit by "'^haraoh, but in that case it would lose altogether its mar-

vellous cliaracter. If we assume that they crossed through the wa-

ters, it is purely absuid to suppose that any landmarks or traces of

the miraculous passage could now be found. It is not so with

their march northward from the head of the Red Sea. Sinai and

Iloreb are two of a cluster of j .How mouiitain-peaks, which crown

the peninsula and divide the Gulf of Akabali from the Gulf of

Suez. While it is certain that we are at this moment looking from

the deck of our steamer upon both of these celebrated mountains,

it is nevertheless impossible to identify them. On the western

shore of the Gulf of Akabah is the port bearing that name. It is

not doubtful, however, that thii.^ same Akabah is the Ezion-geber

of sacred history. It is no unimportant part that this place, now so

obscure, has held in the progress of human society.

" And when we passed by from our brethren the children of

Esau, which dwelt in Seir, through the way of the plain from

Elath, and from Ezion-geber, we turned and passed by the Avay

of the wiluemess of Moab."

"And King Solomon made a navy of «hips in Ezion-geber,

which is beside Elath, on the shore of the Red Sea, in the id of

Edom."
" JehoshpTihat made ships of Tliarshish to go to Ophir for gold

:

but they went not ; for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber."

By-the-way, there has been a great revolution in exclian,i,'es

since Jehoshaphat's time. The Western nations, instead of brini!;-

ing gold from India, now carry the precious metals into that coun-

trv. '
•

8ne^, Hay Gth.—It is diflScult to say M-hich of the two places is

the most forbidding and gloomy, Aden or Suez. Aden is scooped

out of black volcanic rock, Suez is built on a monotonous gray
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sand-beach. It never rains here, naturally there is ^lot moisture

enough to sustain a germ of vegetable life, or slake ; camel's thirst.

Neither flood nor desert, however, can perpetually defy the

improving hand of man. A stream of fresh water has been

brought through the desert from the Nile, which supplies the most

pressing wants of the town, and even a tiny garden occasionally

smiles on the desert-shore. The Suez Canal Company has made a

safe liarbor here, with convenient wharves, upon which arc con-

structed the railway-station and engine-houses.

Suez, like Omaha, is a groat phice in the future. At present it

contains the taverns, storehouses, and machine-shops, which are

required by a trade which is only recently opened. Some trav-

ellers assign to it a population of twenty-five thousand. We think

there may be ton thousand. All the buildings are of stone, except

occasionally a small frame structure used as a boarding-house, and,

because of its frail, fanciful construction, called an " American "

house.

Telegrams from Cairo were received on our coming to anchor

here, and soon afterward Betts Bey, a confidential officer of the

Khedive, came on board, with the United States consul-general for

Egypt, and our esteemed American friend from Washington, Mr.

Charles Knapp, of " great-gun " notoriety. Betts Bey tendered us,

in behalf of the Khedive, a special train for travel r.t our own con-

venience.

Ivnailia, May Qtth.—Wo shall not now undertake to say

whether it was Sesostris, or some other Ramescs or Nccho, who,

seven hundred years before the Christian era, built a ship-canal

across the desert from Suez to Bubastis on the Kile. Nor do we

think it necessary to say that at the period of the first invasion of

Egypt by the Turkish Mohammedans, fourteen hundred years later,

that ancient and important navigation was so effectually lost that

even its route across the desert had entirely disappeared, and its

channel has never even been ascertained. Some good always

comes out of the greatest evils. Napoleon's invasion in '98 was a

severe scourge to Egypt. But the Suez Canal is the fruit of the
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Buggestions and surveys he then instituted with a view to restore

that invaluable highway. Seventy years wei'c occupied with

explorations to remove speculative difficulties. These were—fiivst

that the elevation of the Mediterranean and of the Ked" Sea were

unequal, rendering necessary a lockage, dangerous if not impracti-

cable ; second, that no safe harbor could be built on the Mediter-

ranean coast ; third, that the deposits of the Nile on the Mediter-

ranean shore have made an oozy bed, incapable of holding water •

fourth, that the sands of the desert, near the Red Sea, are incapa-

ibmaIlu.

ble of retaining water ; fifth, that the siroccos of the desert woiikl

fill any channel with sand as fast as it could be excavated. There

were difficulties also of a political nature. The British Govern-

ment was unwilling that the canal should be built under French

auspices. The Divan at Constantinople distrusted the loyalty of

the Khedive, and was subservient to British influence. All these

objections, however, gave way at last, and in 1859 M. Ferdinand

Lesseps, with the effective support of the then Khedive, Said Pacha,
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organized a company and commenced the work. Now, in 1871,

although not fully completed, the canal is in practical operation.

Before leaving Suez, we examined the wharves and docks. We
arrested the train at Serapeum, twenty miles, and at Ismail ia, fifty

miles from Suez, and inspected one of the deepest cuttings of the

canal. We saw how easily ships of three thousand tons can pass.

We left the northern end of the canal to be examined when Ave

shall have completed our trip in Southern Egypt. We mention

now a few only of the more remarkable matters belonging to the

great enterprise.

The canal is a Inmdred miles in length. It is carried on em-

bankments raised in four successive natural lakes, Bitter Lake, the

Timsah, the BalLih, and the Menzaleh. The depth of the water is

twenty-six feet, its width at the bottom two hundred and forty-six

feet, its minimum width at the top is three hundred and forty-six

feet. It is without locks. Steam-vessels—as yet none others use

the canal—make the transit in twenty-four hours. The harbor at

Port Said, on the Mediterranean, is formed by two projecting piers,

constructed of artificial stone made on the spot. In prosecuting the

work, a diminutive fresh-water canal was first constructed by using

the waters of the Nile. On the auxiliary canal, the barge^ convey-

ing men, machinery, and supplies, were transported. The water of

the Suez Canal, where we examined it, is of the same delicate blue

that we had observed in the Gulf of Suez. The canal seemed like

a narrow glossy ribbon, stretched across the yellow desert. Lake

Timsah is a large basin of salt-water which supplies what is neces-

sary to keep the canal at its proper level between the two seas.

The canal-water is unpalatable to r^an and beast.

M. Lcs«eps built a house near this lake, when he commenced

the work. He broiight the Nile water then through the lesser

canal, and planted a garden. Contractors came there to reside, a

town grew up in the Arabian Desert, equal in magnitude and rapid-

ity of growth to Clioyenne. But the Frenchman made his town

very beautiful. A population of fifteen thousand ga'hercd there in

seven years. Broad avenues and streets were marked over tho

sand, and soon were well paved, although stone is rarely found,
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even at the bottom of the canal. Catholic churches, foreign cou-

sulates, villas, banks, shops, and all other elements of the city, were

there. The town was justly named Ismailia in honor of Ismail

Pacha, the KliMive, and became at once a provincial capital. All

this was while the canal was in process of construction. What did

Ismailia want more? It wanted only the formal opening of the

canal to assert itself a commercial and political centre. The day

which the new city so impatiently desired came at last, Ismailia

determined to introduce he -elf to the world by a grand festival.

The season was propitious. The American civil war, which had

filled the world with gloom, was ended. The French emperor had

withdrawn his invading armies from Mexico. The " sharp, short,

and decisive " war between Prussia and Austria was over. Kot

even v. signal-note was then heard of the Germanic-French "War,

which I'ast year broke upon Europe. The Temple of Janus was

closed. All the world knows how the Khedive appointed a day for

a colebrjition of the great enterprise, the greatest of the age. Of

course, he invited Napoleon, the imperial patron of the work, the

empi'ess, in the fashionable sense " the light of the world," and

with them al! the kings and all the queens, and all the princes, and

all the presidents, statesmen, warriors, and savants of the earth, to

coine to Ismailia. Nearly all who were invited came, personally or

by representative. They were received on the sea-shore, and at

Port Said. Splendid steam-yachts conveyed them up the Kile,

showing them the Pyramids, the ruins of Memphis and Tliebes,

while waiting for the appointed day. Meantime the Khedive, with

the energy and the profusion of Haroun-al-Raschid, built a palace

at Ismailia, and gave it all the spaciousness and embellislinionts

suitable for the entertainment of the majesties of the world. They

came, they passed in barges, brilliant as Cleopatra's, through the

canal from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean. They spoke, they

drank, they danced, and they made the dreary desert for the first

time a field of chivalry and merriment. Ismailia was happy in the

lofty discourses it heard, the superb pageants it saw, and the magic

entertainments it enjoyed, as she was proud in the prestige which

this magnificent celebration confirmed. All Egypt was haii])y.
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Only a year and a half has elapsed since that magnificent

demonstration, and how sadly has Ismailia changed ! We found

the population of the town reduced to less than two thousand.

The beautiful palace, now knowing neither master nor guest, has

already become monumental. The siroccos blow the sands of the

desert on the paved streets of Ismailia, and there is neither man nor

money to sweep them out. Contractors and workmen, their work

being completed, have disappeared, and no merchants, mechanics,

or laborers, have come in their place. The Suez Canal, however,

remains, a commercial success. European and American steam-

ships- of-war, as well as mercantile vessels of the largest size, pass

and repass, but as yet bring no trade either to Ismailia or to

Egypt. They pay very large tolls, but the company not only makes

no dividends, but demands a new subscription of ten million

pounds sterling to its stock, to secure the work against accident or

waste. The Egyptian Government, owning half the stock, is em-

barrassed, if not unable to make the subscription, and'reports come

in from Europe (how credible wo do not know) that M. Lesseps

and the company arc offering to sell the canal to British purchasers,

German bankers, American speculators, or whoever will buy. But,

notwithstanding all this, the Suez Canal is safe. The permanent

interests of Egypt, France, Great Britain, Germany, the United

States, of civilization itself, will not allow it to bo closed. The

tolls, already ample to compensate its superintendence, will increase

with the steady increase of steam navigation, and that increase is

inevitable. The steam-voyage from Europe to India, whatever

rate of toll the Suez Canal may demand, will be cheaper than the

voyage around the Cape of Good Hope. Heavy freights can al-

ways be carried more cheaply by steam on the sea than on the land.

All that can happen or will happen of misfortune will be that new

Stockholders will obtain the stock at reduced prices, and the original

and meritorious projectors and prosecutors of the enterprise will

lose the whole or part of their investment. This, although a sad

result, will only be a renewal of an old experience of public bene-

factors.
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FROM SUEZ TO CAIRO.

The Bedouin Arabs.—A Wody.—Goshen.—Nubian Troops.—A Splendid Sunset.—The
Palace of Repose.—The Kh6dive.—The Population of Egypt.—The Khedive's Im-

prorements.—A Visit iJ the Harem.—The Female Slaves.—Egypt and Utah.

Cairo, May Gth.—From Suez to Cairo is one hundred and

thirty miles. Leaving Ismailia at five o'clock, we continued our

monotonous vay for two hours. The desert has no inhabitants,

except a small force of Arab laborers employed in keeping the

canal and railroad free from the whirling sands.

On this journey we have made oui first acquaintance with the

Bedouin Arabs. They were encamped with their camels and horses

on an oasis of hardly thirty rods in circumference, its vegetation

being due to a leakage of the small " Sweet-water " Canal. The

Bedouin tents indicate vagrancy. The encampment had no wom-

en ; the men are stalwart and handsome. How long will it be

before these travellers of the sands, dispensing with their cara-

vans, will be buying " excursion-tickets " on raiboada and steam-

boats ?

It is a singular contrast of man's enterprise against Nature's

impassibility that our path through the desert h marked out, not

only by the intoroccanic canal, but also by an interoceanic railroad,

and by several telegraph-lines. Of these, the first is the Egyptian

line; the second, the European and Indian lino; the third, the

Suez-Canal line. The whole of Egypr, Upper and Lower included,
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does not furnish sufficient timber for telegraph-poles. These are

brought from the forests of tl.n Danube.

At the end of our two hours' ride, we Ci'ossed a broad piece of

interval land, here called a wady^ which is partially irrigated by one

of the innumerable canals taken from the Nile. This wady is gen-

erally understood to bo within the district of Goshen. The ruins

of a large town on its borders are said to bear evidences of Jewish

architecture. "We, however, can state nothing, for wo found, on

arriving here, a traveller who, having inbpected the site, pro-

nounces the claim apocryphal. We came soon upon the plain of

the great river, where land and water are always changing, and

found it covered with tropical vegetation, luxuriant and abundant.

We had scarcely entered the plain before we observed troops of

lank, half-famished dogfi, resembling the jackal. No one claims

them, and they know no master—they ai'o not unjustly described

as pariah-dogs. We rested in Goshen for half an hour, enjoying

the sumptuous lunch which wo found awaiting us there. Resum-

ing our way, we passed a large encampment of Egyptian troops,

all black, athletic Nubians, in clean white uniforms. Next in

splendor to the sxmset at Yeddo, which we have recorded, was the

sunset which welcomed us to the banks of i,ue Nile. Beyond fields

of ripened wheat, alternating with the springing Indian-corn, and

vegetable gardens, everywhere shaded by the date-palm, the Pyra-

mids towered clear against the horizon. Colorless as the rocks f.nd

sands on which they stand, they scarcely attained a darker shade as

the sun went do'^n behind them. For a moment, the monotonous

coloring of sand, pyramids, and sky, gave place to the soft, hazy,

commingling of crimson, violet, and gold, through which the god

of day delights here to enter his dark chamber in the west. All of

this cr.rae quickly to an end, and the desert and the horizon, resum-

ing their dark, leaden hues, left it uncertain which had absorbed

the other.

Ka%r Nudjii, Cairo, May 7th.—Our reception at Suez, and our

journey hither, under the conduct of the viceroy's commissioner,

had not at all prepared us, as they might have done, for the gentle
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hospitalities we aro receiving. Thii \co, " the Palace of Re-

pose," is embosomed in gardens.

The outside world seems never to iinve come to an ngreemcnt

with the Egyptians as to tlie title of their sovereigns. In Hebrew

literature, we read of Pharaoh, as if that were a proper name, where-

as it is simply the Egyptian word for king. Kh6dive is, in modern

Egypt, the title for which the Europeans use the word viceroy.

Ismail Pacha, the present Khedive, is a sou of the eminent Ibrahim

Prtcha, and grandson of the illustrious Mehemet Ali, the restorer

of Egypt, after its ruin under the sway of the M.nmclukes. IIo

succeeded his uncle. Said Pacha, in 1863, and is fifty-five years

old. By a treaty, which he made last year with the Sultan, tlie

succession is confirmed to his family in a direct line. His deriva-

tion is from Macedonia, and his appearance is decidedly European.

He was educated, in part, in France. Ho speaks the French lan-

guage, and inclines to French tastes and affinities. Arriving tl)i8

morning, at six o'clock, from an excursion on the Nile, he appointed

eleven o'clock to receive Mr. Seward at the Palace of Gliezireli.

Sentinels were placed, at convenient distances, along the outer wall

of the palace, and a small guard at the gate. The chief-of-staff and

other officers met Mr. Seward at the door, and conducted him to

an audience-chamber where the Khedive was standing dressed in

the Egyptian military uniform with the tarboosh or fez. Receiving

Mr. Seward kindly, he conducted hiia through several antecham-

bers to an inner audience-room, and invited him to a scat at bis

side on a divan. Coffee and chibouques were immediately offered.

Although the Khedive's countenance is dull and heavy, he con-

verses in French with ease, sagacity, and intelligence. lie ex-

pressed a high appreciation of the United States, and especially of

the justice they practise in international relations. He desired to

do all that might be in his power to make Mr. Seward's travels in

Egypt safe and agreeable. Conversation of half an hour ensued,

in which the Khedive appeared equally free from pretension, affec-

tation, or reserve. It took a broad range, embracing polities,

agriculture, internal improvement, and popular education. Mr.

Seward says, if he had met the Khedive in a social circle incognito,
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'alaco of Kc- ho sliould have thought him nn accomphshed country gontleman

intcrustod in oducatioii and social rot'orms, or a rnilrond contractor,

a speculator in laiida, or a planter, just as tho subject of conversa-

tion might happen to turn. Ho has two traits most admii'ablo in

administrator or prince—perfect good-nature and equanimity.

Hardly had Mr. Seward returned from his audience when the

Khedive, attended by his prime-minister, Ch6rif Pacha, arrived at

tlio Kasr Nudjii, to return the visit. When Mr. Seward presented

tho ladies to him, he at once engaged in agreeable converse with

them, and cordially expressed a hope that they would visit the

ladies of his family. The well-trained stewards of Kasr Nudjii

needed no instructions to serve the guests with the purest of Mocha

coffee in the tiniest of golden cups, and the most fragrant Latakieh

tobacco in jewelled chibouques with amber mouth-pieces. Tho

Khedive remained with us an hour, conversing freely on political

affairs, and tho subjects of interest in our travels.

Tlic population of Egypt is eight millions, consisting of two

classes. The paramount class consists of immigrants or sojourners

from Christian countries, European or American. They lead in

commerce, banking, and manufactures. These foreigners, what-

ever be their distinct nationalities, are called Franks, and they re-

tain, by virtue of treaties called " concessions " between the Sultan

and Christian states, their respective nationalities and allegiance.

Tliey are not only exempt from the judicial authority of tho Egyp-

tian Government, but also from taxation. Thus, they constitute a

governing class, independent of the Government itself. In short,

they replace the Mamelukes. The Khedive's great difficulty con-

sists in conducting his administration so as to satisfy this class with-

out arousing the jealousy of the natives, and thus avoiding interven-

tion by foreign powers. The native class are of mixed races. A
small portion of it are Copts, descendants of the original Egyptians,

now Christians. A large population, principally near the Mediter-

ranean coast, are chiefly of Arabian extraction, and are Mohamme-

dans. Both thcso classes are illiterate and poor, and are called

fdialis; besides these, there are Nubians, Abyssinians, and other

Africans. Over all these native classes, the Khedive exercises
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ftbBoluto power. IIo taxes, conscribes, and even confiscates, nt

pleasure. IJiit this despotic authority lias one practical, though not

constitutional limitation. The majority of his subjects, being

sincere and bigoted Mohammedans, never cease to regard the

Sultan of Turkey as their sovereign. The Mohammedan natives

of Egypt arc not troubled with metaphysical distinctions between

matters temporal and matters spiritual. They make it a condition

of loyalty to their Khedive that ho shall in all cases be loyal and

Bubiuissive to the Sultan. The Khedive's administration itj a ])er-

sonal one, even more so than that of his friend and late ally, Napo-

leon III. Every transaction of the Government is conducted with

his personal knowledge, and by his direction. Without his direc-

tion, nothing can be done. It is due to the Khedive, to say that

his administration is successful, and even popular. No nation has

a bolder projector, or more liberal patron, of internal inii)rove-

ments. He is reconstructing the city of Cairo. Five years hence,

it will no more resemble the Grand Cairo of the Saracenic ago

than modern Paris resembles the Paris of Louis Quatorze. lie

has already e.Mended the Alexandria and Cairo Railroad one

hundred and fifty miles toward Upper Egypt, and is intent upon

carrying it to the Soudan, the extreme southern province in his

dominions. We have already spoken of his munificence to the

Suez Canal, but these improvements are prosecuted by him in his

political character. Individually, he is the largest land-proprietor

and greatest agriculturist in Egypt. They tell us that he owns

one-fifth of the tillable land of the country. In this distinct private

character he has a private treasury, and credit in the financial cir-

cles of Europe. His wealth is estimated in billions. The claim

that is made for him, that he is the richest man in the world, is not

incredible. What is more marvellous is, that he superintends liis

personal estate as well as public affairs.

May Sth.—Soon after the Khedite left ns last evening, Bctts

Bey communicated the invitation of the Khedive to the ladies of

our party, to visit the harem at the palace of the Khedive's mother,

the Princess Valide, at the Kasr Ali, at eleven o'clock to-day.
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There was a difficulty, for the ladles, nfter so many months' travel,

were reduced to black or white morning costumes. Although no

color or form of dress was prescribed in the invitation, wo learned

that on no account would black bo allowed. A prejudice, cither

nntional or religious, prevails in the harem, that, if any misfortune

occurs in the palace within a period of six months urtcr a black

dress or trimming has been worn there by any Christiun woman,

the visitor is responsible for it. Through tlie help of our country-

woman Mrs. Stone, the necessary dresses of blue and lavender

were procured, and the ladies repaired to Kasr AH attended by a

governess of the young princess, and by JJetts Doy. Two compa-

nies of Nubian troops, which guarded the high arched gate of the

outer walls, presented arms as the party entered. Crossing a

broad paved court, they received similar honors at the second gate,

and again at the third gate. Hero Dctts Bey stopped, and the

ladies, as they alighted from the carriage, were met by eight jet-

black ennuchs in Egyptian uniform, and conducted through a beau-

tiful garden to the vestibule of the palace. As they approached

the vestibule, they saw that it was filled with young Circassian

slave-girls, dressed in gay-colored gauzes and muslins, sonie with

little turban-hats. Two of those, wearing richer dresses than the

others, and displaying many diamonds, took each of the visitors by

the hand, and conducted them through endless corridors and salons,

the slaves following. These corridors and chambers were fur-

nished with carpets of velvet, curtains of damask and lace, satin

sofas and divans, groat mirrors and crystal chandeliers, but were

destitute of such works of art and ai'ticles of vertu as are deemed

indispoiisablo in a palace of the West. With this attendance, they

were at last ushered into a salon not inferior in dimensions or con-

struction to the East Room of tlio White House. The Princess

Valide is the first lady of the state, taking precedence of the vice-

roy's wives and daughters, all of -whom are called princesses.

When the ladies entered, she was reclining on a divan at the far-

ther end of the hall, one of the " princess-wives " sitting near her,

and sixty slave-girls formed in a crescent-shaped group at her left

hand. The women who followed the guests an-angcd themselves
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in a corresponding half-circle on the opposite side. The visitors

advanced between the two groups toward the divan, and wore

received by her Highness standing. Her dark eyes are shai-p, her

face expressive of great cleverness, her voice clear and pleasant.

She received the ladies with perfect courtesy, and presented them

to the princess at her side, and then invited them to seats on her

left. The princess was dressed in a long white satin skirt which

covered her feet, and a black-velvet jacket with long pointed

Turkish sleeves. A fold of violet f«atin, witli variegated border,

was fastened around her head with a band of diamonds, the whole

surmounted with a solitaire diamond of immense size. A large

medallion likeness of '.e Khedive, set in diamonds, was fastened

like a " decoration " on the left lapel of her jacket ; an enormous

diamond graced the £rst finger of her left hand.

The princess-wife wore a green-silk di'ess with lace, hat, gloves,

boots, and fan, which must have been lately imported from Paris

or London, and her light-brown hair was dressed in the latest Pa-

risian fashion. The harem-ladies confess be'ng very partial to the

European modes. They have already ordered outfits from London,

with the request that they may be counterparts of the troxtsscau of

the Princess Louise. The conversation was in Arabic, the Endish

lady-governess acting as interpreter. After an exchange of com-

pliments, which were perhaps no more commonplace than is usual

on suth occasions in other countries, the slave-girls brought on a

golden salver iced water, Turkish and Egyptian conserves, among

which were sugared rose-leaves in enamelled cups, with golden

spoons that might servo a fairy, then chibouques, one of which was

offered to each lady. The bowl of the chibouque is of the rod day

of Egypt, the stem, five feet long, of the fragrant Danubian mmIIow,

with an amber mouth-piece eight inches long. The Princess Vali-

d^'s chibouque had a jasmin-stem and mouth-piece of black amber

profusely set with diamonds. Etiquette forbids a guest to decline

the chibouque, which is smoked by allowing the bowl to rest in a

small silver tray on the floor. With the chibouque cnme delicious

coffee, black, and flavored with the attar of roses. The princess-

mother explained the condition of the slave-women. She savs they

' J ' " iW
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arc brought from their native land when quite young, and are pro-

vided with husbands ivnd dowries. "They e very Uicky," she

said, with a laugh. Two hundred were seen on 'his occasion.

Tliey are neither pretty nor graceful, and appeared, as tliey went

through their ceremonial attendance, like the chorus-singers of a

German opera troupe. The princess-wi^'e said that she was from

Circassia, without mentioning that she had been a slave. "AVe

can get no more slaves from my beautiful country " she added,

with a sigh, " since the Russians have taken it." It is quite usual

for the viceroy to choose a wife among the slaves. When married,

thev become princesses, their former state being forgotten. Be-

yond these details, voluntarily given, the conversation was little

more than a catechism of the guests on frivolous subjects, such as :

" IIow old are you ? How many brothers and how many sisters

have you ? What are their ages ? Are you married ? Why not ?

Arc you going to be ? How old is Mr. Seward ? What does he

travel ; or ? How many sons has he ? How old are they ? How
manv of them are married 'i Has he any grandchildren ? How old

arc they ? How many are boys, how many are girls ? "—and the

like. The conversation betrayed a provincial deference for the

Sultan's liarem, and for Stamboul. Ten girls now entered with

violins, citherns, and other instruments, and, arranging them-

selves in a crescent, gave some very sweet music. AVhen this was

ended, ten other Circassian girls came forward, in short pink-and-

whitc satin dresses, covered with silver lace and spangles, long

white-satin Turkish trousers and French boots, and began a dance

t!iat, with short intervals in which they rested and the guests

drank coffee, lasted three hours. These artistes were somewhat

prettier than the slave-girls in direct attendance on the princesses,

and chey made a marked display of their luxuriant blond hair.

The Princess Valid(5 told us that, since the ladies of the harem

were allowed to sec the European opera and ballet at the theatre

ill Alexandria, they have become quite disgusted with the native

performances of their own country. In our judgment, however,

the "shawl-dance," rendered by the Circassian slaves, is as grace-

ful as any European ballet, and is entirely unobjectionable. In
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taking leave, the Princess Valide cordially invited the ladies to

renew their visit. In passing through the antechamber, deliciously

delicate iced sherbets were served in golden goblets, then a large,

gold-embroidered and fringed muslin napkin was tendered to each

guest, with which she touched her lips, and passed on. The slave-

trains, in crescent platoons, followed through the corridors to the

vestibule, bringing to the visitors their cloaks, smoothly folded, in

perfumed satin bags. The eunuch guards made the same homage

to the guests as when they entered, and the inseparable and invalu-

able Betts I'cy was at the gate.

Lady Mary Wortley Montagu's incomparable letters were, we

think, the first revelation of harem-life to Western society. They

made that life seem innocent and attractive. It wears the same as-

pect in the "Arabian Nights' Entertainments." It is not strange tliat

it should make that impi'ession on occasional visitors, who see only

its elegance and repose, while the jealousies, vice, and crime, which

it so often develops, are concealed. "NVc have been content to speak

of what we saw, and as we saw it. The princess-mothor seemed a

matron who would be held in respect in any court or in any social

circle. Notwithstanding the assurance she gave us, concerning the

education of the Circassian slaves, they seemed, without exception,

illiterate and dull. While the harem betrayed nothing of Im-

morality or impropriety, all the inmates except the Princess Valide

seemed simi)ly idle and frivolous. There is, however, much reason

to believe that, if the life is capable of elevation and refinement, it

will assume that character under the direction of the present emu-

lous and enlightened Khedive, who is having his daughters trained

by English governesses, and his sons by Frencli and English pro-

fessors. From our stand-point, the harem is the last school to he

chosen for the education of wives and mothers, of rulers and states-

men. AVc see nothing here to shake our conviction that the

system of early Jewish polygamy is rendered more completely

degrading to woman as well as to man by its combination with

Mohammedan sensuality and jealousy.

We cannot leave this subject without instituting a comparison

between polygamy in Egypt and polygamy at Salt Lake. Iliippily,

;!<
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lalt Lake. Happily,

the institution as established in Utah is free from the odious slave-

trade in women, by which the harems in the East, for a thousand

years, have been supplied by Circassia. Happily woman, on the

American Continent, has never been cursed with that odious and

disgusting class of police which the eastern harems have had from

the dawn of human history ; happily still, the forced attempt to

reestablish the institution in Utah is attended by the necessity of

educating the children, if not the inmates of the harem, up to the

standard of civilized Christian countries. From this contrast, we

think we may infer : first, that the wretched institution of polyg-

amy is essentially and favorably modified at Salt Lake ; and second,

that, even with such modifications, it cannot long be maintained

there or elsewhere.

88
A QIItL OF CAIRO.



CHAPTER III.

CAIRO AND THE PYRAMIDS.

The Road to the Pyramidi".—The Style of the Viceroy,—Interior of the Great Pyramid.

—The Sphinx.—Mariuttc Boy.—Use of tlie Pyramids.—Rapacious Arabs.—The

Phwnix.—The Site of On.—Ruins of Heliopolis.—The Tree of the Holy Family.—

Mohammed Tauphik.—The Americans in Egypt.—The Citadel of Cairo.—A Museum
of Antiquities.—Modern Cairo.—The Copts.—The Nilometer.—The Tombs of tbc

Caliphs.—The Cemeteries of Cairo —The Mosques,—The Dancing Durvishts.—Ghe-

zirch.—Polygamy.—The Cairo of To-day.

Kasr Mudjii^ May Qth.—We have given the day to the Pyra-

mids. Tliey deserved it, as they have exhausted it. From the

time, twenty-five hundred years ago, when the Greek first ex-

plored Egypt, imtil just now, a visit to the Pyramids was a labo-

rious undertaking. Whether the traveller advanced toward them

from Alexandria, or only from Cairo, an infinite preparation, of

boats, and guides, and camels, of donkeys led and donkeys driven,

of tents and provisions, for a tedious and circuitous journey among

the dikes and canals of the Nile, was requisite. Now, all this

is changed, or at least it has been changed for us. The Khe-

dive, in preparing for the Suez-Canal celebration, built a high, em-

banked road, across the valley of the Nile, to the very foot of tlie

Pyramids, planting it with full-grown shade-trees. He constnuted

also a fine kiosk, at the base of the Pyramids, in the desert. These

improvements are popularly said to have been made as an c; pecial

courtesy to the Empress Eugenie. We, however, have partic'i]Wted

in their benefits, just as we did in the use of the pier which was



THE PYKAMIDS, 499

built for the Duke of Edinburgh, at Elephanta, in Indin. "We

made the journey, from our house to the Pyramids, in open ba-

rouches, with four horses and postilions. We notice here a prac-

tical ditlcrence in the style nuiintained by the British Viceroy of

India and that of the native Viceroy of Egyp ^ The former dresses

his postilions in the brilliant colors and graceful costumes of the

East, and caparisons his horses in leopard and tiger skins. The

Khedive copies the awkward liveries and trappings of the West:

his postilions are French jockeys.
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THE PTRAMIOS OF GIZEH.

The Pyramids liavc not disappointed us, as they do most travel-

lers. Even at the greatest distance they do not seem diminutive.

We had reason to regret, however, that the Khedive's highway

did not continue into the interior of the great Pyramid of Cheops.

The only entrance is by an aperture which the Greeks found

liennetically sealed, and which is now partially opened. This

aperture is now forty feet above the ground, and is reached only

by climbing the outer wall. P)y the dim light admitted through

the aperture, we descended to the interior of the pyramid by

an inclined plane perhaps forty feet, and then, turning at right
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angles, by another inclined plane a hundred feet, covered ankle-

deep with the sands accumulated for ages. Here the guides lighted

torches, and, making a zigzag way right and left, we walked half

bent along other planes, until we entered, through a very nar-

row door, the lowest explored apartment in the pyramid, called the

" Queen's Chamber." It is perhaps twelve feet square. The walls

arc of highly-polished red granite. The chamber is dark, silent,

and vacant. From it, by upward ways not less perplexing than

dangerous, we ascended to the greater apartment, called the

"King's Chamber," thirty feet by twenty, the walls like those of

the " Queen's Chamber." Near one end of the room is an immense

open sarcophagus, also of red granite. It was doubtless prepared

to receive the remains of the builder of the pyramid. But history

tells of no relics contained in it. It is exactly in the condition now

in which the first explorers described it two thousand years ago.

The feeblest utterance in either chamber produces stunning echoes

from the stupendous walls. The architects evidently had no idea

of ventilation. Instead of coming back as strong as when they

entered the " King's Chamber," the ladies, quite unconscious, were

literally borne out by the sturdy Arab guides.

The Sphinx, however, is the most attractive of all the monu-

ments. It is more than sixty feet high, its human head more than

twelve feet long, the nose four feet long, the mouth two feet wide.

ArchsEology bears little testimony concerning the conception of

the Sphinx. It was built after the Pyramid of Cheops. Most of

the innumerable pictures of the Sphinx are in profile. A front

view shows that the face, especially the nose, has been mutilated.

Nevertheless the expression is one of supreme benignity. The

Sphinx does not seem to wonder while it excites the wonder of the

beholder. The eft'ect cannot be conceived unless, together with the

colossal figure itself, we bring up its associations. Taken with

these, the grim gigantic Pyramids, the indefinable dch'ls, and the

cloudless, treeless, limitless sterility of the scene, and they awaken

in the beholder imaginations of events and of men of whom

memory, history, and tradition, alike fail to im])art any knowledge.

Mariette Bey, an indefatigable antiquary in the Khedive's service,

fmmmm
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Khedive's service,

has within the last six years excavated an area between Cheops

and the Sphinx, in which he found a subterranean temple. Wo
explored it. It is one story high, built entirely of red granite,

THE BPIIIMS.

without arches, inscriptions, ornaments, painting, or sculpture of

any kind. It contains ten spacious chambers, all opening into

each other. Mariette Bey has been unable to form an opinion

whether this temple was designed as a place of worship of the

remains of the kings interred in the Pyramids, or whether it is a

temple erected for the worship of the god Anaraches, who is sup-

posed by some antiquaries to be represented by the Sphinx,

No imsophisticated person, who for the first time sees the Pyra-

mids, the sarcophagus of Cheops, the newly-disclosed temple, and
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the Sphinx, can for a moment doubt that they are simply sepulchres

of the dead, safe depositories, where the embalmed bodies of tlie

kings might rest in secure concealment during their appointed term.

We know from history that the ancient Egyptians believed, after a

manner, in the resurrection of the dead. They believed that the

departed spirit would pass through a series of migrations in inferior

animal forms, more or less happy or miserable according to their

deeds, when living as men ; that this period of migration would

continue three thousand years, and at the expiration of that term

they A'ould return and resume the bodies they had originally in-

habited, and enter into a new existence on the earth. In accord-

ance with this belief arose the ancient Egyptian custom of embalm-

ing the bodies of the dead, and of preserving them in cases which

excluded the air and other elements, and depositing them thus pro-

tected in dry, rocky caverns, hermetically sealed bo as to defy the

prying search of man and beast.

Our exploration of the Pyramids was not altogether free from

the experience of which travellers always complain. A crowd of

rapacious Arabs gathered from the dismal hovels of the villages

around, who continually demand a hacksheesh for services which

were officious and unsolicited. Half a dozen of these at every point

obstructed our way, under the pretence of showing it. One plan .ed

himself at the foot of the Sphinx to serve as a standard by which to

measure its height. If you refuse their offer to carry you to the top

of the Pyramids, t^ v run up the steep acclivity themselves like so

many lizards. Yuu decline their support in walking through the

sands ; they compensate themselves for the denial by telling you

how the Pyramids and the Sphinx were raised in a single niifjit.

Notwithstanding these annoyances, our excursion was successful,

and ended with a pleasant entertainment in the luxurious kiosk.

Cairo, May lOM.—Herodotus says, in his account of the Egyp-

tians: " They have also another sacred bird, which, except in a pic-

ture, I have never seen, and which is called the phronix. . . . Accord

ing to the Ileliopolitans, it comes there but once in five hundred

years, and then at the decease of the parent-bird. If it have any
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resemblance to its pictiires, the wings are partly of a gold-color and

partly of a ruby-color, and in form and size it is ^^erfectly like the

eagle. . . . They say that it comes from Arabia to the Temple of

the Sun, bearing the dead body of its parent enclosed in myrrh,

which it buries. It makes a ball of myrrh shaped like an egg, as

large as it is able to carry, which it proves by experiment ; this

done, it excavates the mass, and introduces the body of the dead

bird. It closes the aperture with myrrh, and the whole becomes

of the same weight as when composed only of myrrh. It then pro-

ceeds to Egypt to the Temple of the Sun."

We drove this morning to the site of ancient On, otherwise

called Beth-shemesh (Heliopolis), ten miles northeast from Cairo,

tv .nty miles from ancient Memphis. Of course we found there no

"images," "no house of the sun," no city of Heliopolis, no phoe-

nix, nor the grave of any

"lonoly bird

"Who sings at the last his own death-lay,

And in music and perfume dies away."

Wliat we did find is a plain, with here and there a 7ow monnd

of pidverized bricks. There is a dispute whether these debris are

the ruins of the Temple of the Sun or of the walls of the city. A
monolith obelisk of red granite rises between two of the mounds.

It is sixty-eight feet high, and bears an hieroglyphic inscription

which recites a date two thousand and eighty years before our era.

An Arabian historian of the middle ages describes another one,

which stood near the present obelisk, as an embellishment of the

Temple of the Sun. The ground at the base of the existing obelisk

has been excavated, and the pedestal is found buried to the depth

of six feet. It is inferred from this fact that the plain of the Nile

liere has been raised by its inundations six feet in four thousand

years. On the west and south sides of the monument the bees

have made honey-comb dwellings, which completely cover the

inscriptions. The plain north of Heliopolis is strewed with rocks,

easily detected as having been formed by petrifaction, of fallen and

broken trees. It bears the euphonious name of the " Petrified
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Forest." This is all tlmt remains of On, where Joseph found his

wife—of that Beth-shemcsh against.which Jereniiah pronounced

the curse—all that remains of that Temi)le of the Sun, which was

the chosen cemetery of the Arabian pluunix, and later was the

school where Solon, Eudoxis, and Plato studied.

On our return to Cairo we stopped at Mataria ; here are tlic

remains of a garden, in which, according to Coptic tradition,

accepted by the Roman Church, was the home of the Virgin, the

Holy Child, and Joseph, in their flight from the dreadful decree

of Herod. They showed us here, not only the very sycamore-tree

which atibrded shade to the Holy Family, but a natural 8])ring in

which the linen of the Divine Infant was washed. We are told

that the Khedive presented the tree to the Empress Eugenie. We

are thankful that she did not remove it, so as to deprive us of the

physical and moral virtue, if any, which its foliage imparts.

This morning visits were exchanged between Mr. Seward and

Mohammed Tauphik, eldest son and heir-apparent of the Khedive.

He is about twenty, handsome, intelligent, and carefully educated

by European masters. We learn that his sagacious father, not-

withstanding religious prejudices, insists upon Tauphik's mingling

freely with European society. Mr. Seward is also visited by the

Khedi . e's ministers, some one among them dining at Kasr Mudjii

every day. Ch6rif Pacha, president of the Council of State, and

prime-minister, is a very able and sagacious statesman. Konbar

Pacha, Minister of Foreign Aftairs, is an Armenian Christian, spir-

ited and well informed, but somewhat restless under the restraint

imposed on the Khedive's government by the Christian powers, as

well as by the Ottoman Porte.

The Americans in Egypt are a mixed though interesting

fnmily. The Khedive is reorganizing his army on the Western

system of evolutions and tactics. For this purpose he has taken

the isyal General Stone as chief-of-staft', and the loyal General

Mott as aide-de-camp, and with these some eight or ten military

men who distinguished themselveb in the Confederate army. AH

of these Americans visited Mr. Seward to-day. While he expressed

pride and satistuction in finding his countrymen thus honorably
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trusted and employed in a foreign Bcrvice, ho nevertlu leBS

roiiiiirked, with characteristic tenacity, that he disapproved and

liiiiieiited a proscriptive policy at home, which exiled even former

lebela to foreign lands ; but it was due to the American people to

confess that, in no other civil war, hud the victorious party prac-

tised so great nuignanimity as the party of the Union has done.

May Wth.—Although the citadel of Cairo has been rendered

unreli.ible as a fortress, it very justly excites admiration. Like

those of India which we saw, it is a combination of fortifications,

palaces, and mosques. It stands on a rocky bluti' of the desert,

three hundred feet above the Nile, and, while it overlooks the

entire city, it commands a view not only of the Pyramids of (Tizeh,

but also those of Lucena, and a view of the Nile, from ancient

Memphis, far down the Delta. A well which supplies water to tiio

citadel is an object of much curiosity and interest. It was exca-

vated by Salah-cd-dyn (Saladin), otherwise known as Yussef-ebu-

Ayoub, and from him called Joseph's well. It is two hundred and

seventy feet deep, and consists of two stories or chambers. The

water is raised from the bottom one hundred and twenty feet into

the chamber, worked by men stationed at the bottom. Thence

it is brouglit to the top of the well by another mechanical process.

A winding staircase leads from top to bottom. Popular supersti-

tion, seizing on the legendary history of the patriarch Joseph, long

regarded him, und not Saladin, as the Yussef who made the well

;

and at last, by an exercise of still gi'eater credulity, it has come to

be regarded, irrespective of topographical evidence to the contrary,

as tlie veritable " pit " into which Jacob's pious son was thrown by

his naughty brethren, in revenge for his having received a pretty

coat.

We see also in the citadel the court in which the Mamelukes

were treacherously massacred bj order of Mehemet Ali in 1811.

The magnificent palace of Saladin, its audience-chamber graced with

thirty-two majestic monolith columns, was injured thirty years

age liy an explosion which necessitated its removal. In its stead

was built the last elegant palace of Mehemet Ali, which is now
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the rcsidiMU'c of tlio y<>iiii<; ]»riiu'o Molmmmjd Taui)liik. J'nt a

more iiuposin^ iiioderii Htnirtiiro, lioweviT, in the citiMlcl, k tim

inostiue of MehcMiU't Ali, niul the tomb of that great chief and

ruler. The m()8(]iie, wliich, by reason of itn advaiitai^'eoiiH bite, ha

i;rand (HinentiioiM, and its UAly (h)me and minaretn, !» the iiioht

consiiicuourt and aibnired object in Cain*, irt of purely Saraconi,;

construction. AVithin and witiiout, including wallrf, piivenicnts,

columns, and dome, the material is Oriental alabaster. Tiio

mosijuea wo saw in India, though many of them have a more ex-

quisite beauty, pretend to no such grandeur as this mosque of Mo-

licmet Ali. An order from tho Khedive opened it to us, not ns

tourists, but as guests. The remains of Mchemct Ali rest in an

inujicnso alabaster sarcophagus, always covered with rich tapestry.

Tho cover was removed, and disclosed an elaborateness of work-

manship and inscriptions worthy of the restorer of Egypt.

The Jews, in tho time of tho patriarchs, found Egypt a store-

house of wheat ; tho Greeks, at a later period, fo\ind it a store-

house of monuments and relics. Witli tho loss of its ancient policy

of government, and with the exhaustion, if not extirpation, of the

early races, tho country has, since that time, been unable to defend

itself, nmch less to preserve those invaluable trcasf.rcs. The West-

ern nations have been violent and rapacious in carrying them away.

Monolith granite obelisks and monolith sarcophagi of ])orpliyry,

not to speak of marble statuary, tho spoils of Egypt, are found iii

Constantinople, Rome, Naples, Berlin, Ptris, Amsterdam, and Lon-

don. The ornaments of its queens, the domestic utensils of its

people, their provisions and medicines, and even its exhumed dead

in their grave-clothes and coftins, are exhibited in the same capitals,

or hawked as spectacles over the civilized world for " a sliilliii{; :i

Bight, children half price." Those who have no better opportunity

to examine the antiquities of that wonderful country, may with

ad\*antage study it in those stolen monuments and relics. They

are, however, inadecpiate to convey an exact idea of the ancient

civilization of Egypt. In regard to that study, they arc what

zoological gardens are to the knowledge of foreign animal races, or

what exotic plants in a greenhouse are to tropical vegetation.

atmmsmm
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Isiiinil I'jwlia has kept Miirlelto IJoy well cinjiloycd piiu'o ISO.'l in

t!io tuijli ot" riaviiii^ rtui'li (»f tliuso iMvaliial)lu rulics an yet ruiiiaiii in

the ctnintry. Tho collection which han heon niado ia not ko vabt

art till) wtoros which aro ecatterod in toroi^^n conntricH, bnt is of

vastly greater worth than any one of tho foreign nuiHcuinH. Tho

iiioiiunieiitB, tablets, hieroglyphri, images, ornanientB, pictures, and

relies, which it contains, are seen licro in the very region where

they were first produced, and in just relaticni to the ditlereiit re-

gions of tho country, and of the ditfercnt eras of its history.

Mity \'lth.—Wo must drop the atiti(piities of Kgypt for a day or

two, and contine ourselves to modern times and the city of Cairo.

A BTREFT IN CAIRO.

It is a Mohammedan creation, and was founded about a. d. 970 by

Moez, an Arab caliph from "Western Africa, who called it El Kahl-

reh, or " The Victorious." Its first site was at Fostatt, eight miles
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up the river. The original site is no\^ called Old Cairo. The gov-

ernment transferred its seat from Old Cairo to the present eitv in

the twelfth century. Our visit to the old city was full of interest.

There is the " House of Light " (Kasr-ech-chama), which, like tlie

citadel at New Cairo, was at once a citadel and a palace of the first

Mussulman rulers. From some unknown cause, this great Mussul-

man ruin has become the retreat and home of the Copts. Thougli

thev have partially mixed their blood with their Nubian and Ara-

bian neighbors on either side, they are universally recognized as

the only true descendants of the ancient Egyptian i-ace. They ac-

cepted Christianity in the first century, and, adopting the asceti-

cism which was aft'ected by the disciples of our faith in that earlv

period, they incorporated a church with a powerful hierarchy and

monastic institutions, the models perhaps of those institutions that

have so long existed throughout Christendom. They established a

litany. Although now reduced in number to one hundred and

fifty thousand in Egypt, they still preserve their hierarchy, those

monastic institutions, and that litany. In the great theological

dispute w^hich distracted Christendom from the fourth century to

the tenth, they rejected equally the supremacy of the Patriarch at

Constantinople and that of the Bishop of Rome. In the main

they go with the Roman Church in requiring celibacy for the clergy,

while they adhere with the Greek Church to the abstruse meta-

physical doctrines that, after the incarnation of the Savioui", His

nature was one, and not a double nature, and that the Holy Ghost

" proceeds," not " from the Father and the Son," but from the Fa-

ther alone

The Copts have at least two convents, perhaps more, in the old

"House of Light." "We visited that of St. George; a part of it is,

beyond all doubt, much older than modern Cairo. This part is a

cave, in which there is a Christian church, which contains carvings,

pictures, and inscriptions, illustrating the Nativity and the sojourn

of the ^lV>ly Family in Kgypt. The Copts universally hold to the

tradition that Joseph, Mary, and the child, dwelt in this cave, and

that the church was built on the consecrated place to preserve it.

The cave, or, as it is here called, the grotto, is divided into three
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cliaiiibcrs, an outer, an interior, and a middle one. In tlic first is a

Coptic baptismal font; in the second, -witliin a niche, a stone bcar-

intc the imi)reKS of the Saviour's foot; in the tliird, a simihir track.

The so-called Tombs of the Calii)hs constitute a feature of Cairo

which no traveller no<;'lects. They are situated just outside of the

B!il)-el-Nini ((iate of Victory). They are the tond)S, however, not

of the Mohammedan conquerors, but of their Mameluke successors.

These structures, like the iuiambarras of the Moguls, are mosques.

Tliey arc fine specimens of the Saracenic style, but have no pre-

tension to grandeur. Surrounded by the sands of the Desert, they

are falling to decay and dilapidation. Many of them contain fine

Arabesque wood carvings. A visit to the sepulchres of the count-

less sovereigns of Egypt may well make one doubt whether the

ambition to be remembered after death is even wise. At least it is

possible to be remembered too long, "Who cares now f<jr Cheops,

even if his ashes still remain secure within liis majestic tomb ^

Who is there living now to honor or delight in the memory of

Sesostns or Kanieses? \\nio can envy the Mameluke Sultans,

whose tombs arc resolving themselves into the sands of the desert,

while their hated race has been extirpated from the country over

wliieh they tyrannized ?

It was a relief, after an inspection of the tombs of the Mame-

lukes, to visit the modern cemeteries of Cairo. The ruling

family, and perhaps others, occasionally build mosques over their

tombs, but smaller and less imposing even than those of the Mame-

lukes. The Khedive has erected a mosque which covers the re-

mains of Said Pacha and other members of his family. TTeie, as in

most of the monumental mosques, prayers are hourly chanted, year

after year, by lay readers em j)loyed for that purpose. The tombs

are invariably of white marl)h', gaudily painted in oil. A carved

tai'lxiosh at the head of the monument indicates that the sleeper is

a man ; a veil, that it is a woman.

Cairo has three hundred mos(iues. This is only saying in an-

other way that Cairo is one of the most beautiful ot nil cities, inso-

mucli as the gentle slope of its site, from the desert to the river-

bank, allows every impo:?ing structure its full elVect ; and, of all
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architectural forms, the mosque, with its always graceful domes and

slender minarets, is the most pleasing. The Mosque of Amrou,

lieutenant of the Caliph Omar, in the old city, built in C42, is not

only the oldest mosque of Cairo, but the oldest in the world. In a

state of dilapidation, enough only of the structure remains to give

an idea of its original grandeur and simplicity. The columns of

UUSqUE AND BOUSES IN CAIRO.

granite and porphyry, which it borrowed from the temples of a

more ancient worship at Memphis, have disappeared, and the mar-

ble tablets, on which the full text of the Koran was written, have

gone with them.

Next after the Mosque of Mehemet AH, already described, the

most important is that of Ahmed-ebn-SouIoun, built in 877, in the
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earliest Saracenic style. It is two hundred feet by one hundred.

Another very grand mosque of Azhar, though built nine hundred

years ago, was repaired in 1672, and is in admirable preservation.

Its principal use, however, is not that of religious worship. It is

tlio most popular university in Egypt. The scientific course pur-

sued here embraces the Koran, versification, gi-ammar, civil law,

commercial law, and ecclesiastical law. Two thousand students, of

different ages and sizes, sit on the floor in circles, whose circum-

ference is as regular as if thev had been described by the com-

pass. They sit cross-legged, facing inward, while the professors

stand at convenient distances so as to hear and instruct several

circles. Each student has a book before him, iiiid commits its text

to memory by rehearsal, constantly swinging backward and for-

ward during the exercise, not only the students in one circle, but

all the students in all the circles rehearsing in chorus. Wc inquired

in which of the schools of philosophy of ancient Egypt this form of

instrnction was instituted, but received no satisf "^ory answer. We
think it must have oi'iginated at the Tower of Babel

!

Mosques in Mohammedan cities, like temples in pagan coun-

tries and churches in a Christian land, are so much alike, that wan-

dering through them becomes monotonous. We finished our tour

with a visit to a mosque of dancing dervishes. The mosque is a

rude, unfurnished structure, containing one square room for men,

with a circular gallery for women. It is open to spectators, though

few wore present on this occasion. The brethren came into the

chamber and took seats on the floor within the railing. They wore

a uniform habit, consisting of brown serge, extending from neck to

feet, with full skirt, and fastened with a girdle, and a roun I, high

hat made of gray felt. It was easy to see that they arrayed them-

selves according to fixed order. The sheik entered and took his

seat on the floor, directly opposite to the lay members. His cos-

tume differed from theirs only in being of a purple color. When
he had taken his seat, a brother rose, walked slowly around the

chamber, and made a salutation to the superior. Each other broth-

er followed performing the same ceremony. A strain of solemn

nuisic, on the flute, was heard from on upper recess, whereupon
80
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the brothers rose, one after another, and began a whirling motion,

at first slow, but gradually increasing in rapidity, the right arm

stretched upward and the left correspondingly depressed, as a bal-

IMTEBIOR OF A MOSQUE, CAIBO.

ance. Their full, heavy skirts had weights at the bottom which

held them down while they expanded like round sails with the

movement. This dizzy exercise continued until the entire body of

the brotherhood were spinning around like so many tops, their

dresses spreading out over their feet. The performance liad lasted,

as we thought, abotit an hour, when the music suddenly ceased, as

if the musicians instead of the dancers had given out, and, on the

instant of the music ceasing, they came to a rest. Then they

walked in solemn procession around the room, each making a
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salam to the superior. All the dervishes were men of full age,

save one, a boy of twelve, who for some reason seemed to be held

HI great respect as a leader. lie whirled with greater gravity, if

possible, than his v'ompanions. We supposed him to be designated

by birth or some other cause for preferment. The dervishes

withdrew from the mosque without any manifestations of sancti-

mony, and, when wo met them after the exercises, tliey seemed to

us as cheerful and business-lilic as mechanics and artisans. They

made no show of mendicity. It would be a curious study to trace

to their source, in a common principle of human nature, the wor-

ship of the Shakers in our own country and that of the dancing

dervishes of tlic East.

Having been received by the Khedive and his family, and domi-

ciled in one of the state palaces, it would have seemed to us a mani-

festation of unbecoming curiosity to visit the other viccroyal

residences. But the palaces of princes are objects of pride to them,

as vdlas, mansions, and cottages, are to humbler proprietors. The

Khedive intimated to us that tlie ladies ot his family would have

notice of our coming, and so our visits to the other palaces would

not ^ake them by surprise. Most of these palaces are simpler and

plainer, and more after the European style, than we had supposed.

Shobia is the most pleasant one. It is a palace built and arranged

in a ({uadrangular form, exclusively for social entertainments, and

encloses a lake of two or three acres, which is filled with curious

fishes, and rare aquatic birds. All its halls, corridors, reception-

rooms, banqueting-halls, billiard-rooms, and baths, connect with

each other. The Khedive has been especially lavish in enlarging

and embellishing Ghezireh, which is the most favored home of the

princesses, although they always attend him wherever he resides or

sojourns. It was manifest, on arriving there, that the Khedive's

instruction for an admission had not yet reached the palace. The

Nubian eunuchs drew swords upon us. Wo sauntered in the gar-

dens whi'e waiting for the necessary e.j. inations to be made.

These gardens are laid out on the European plan, and exhibit a

blaze of scarlet geraniums, and yellow flowering plants, without a

trace of white, blue, or purple. Chinese gardening has been adopted
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to produce a rocky mound on an island, in a pretty nrtiflcial lake,

and in the mound is a picturesque labyrlnthian grotto, divided into

Moorish chambers, ret'reshment-roonis, drawing-rooms, and ])avil-

ions ; while light is flashed upon you at every turn by innunienible

stalactites, mirrors, foimtains, and cascades. Coming upon eartli

again, from this fairy subterranean maze, we wandered thruuf;li

the extensive menagerie, meeting, on the way, the princess-wite,

whom the ladies had seen at Kasr AH. She was enjoying a sunset

promenade, attended by a long train of ladies, slave-girl.s, and

inevitable eunuchs. The pnncess M'as arrayed in a dress of orange-

and-white shot silk, which completely enveloped her tall, gracet'iil

figure, and covered the lower part of her face. Her eyes >vere par-

tially veiled with the customary, very becoming, single fold of wliite

ilh'.sion. She intei-posed her little green parasol between her eyes

and our party as dexterously as a Broadway coquette. Tlic women

of the seraglio were looking down upon us through latticed win-

dows, when the captain of the eunuch-guard opened the doors, with

an apology for the previous delay, and proceeded to execute his

instructions by showing us a long range of luxurious apartments.

Gilded ceilings, marble floors, Persian carpets, damask divans, and

French mirrors, alone justify the preference of the inmates for

Ghezireh, A cultivated Western taste would have introduced

here books, paintings, statuary, and a thousand works of art and

beauty, but we found nothing of the sort, except one table of Flor-

entine mosaic, which was presented to the Khedive by Victor

Emmanuel.

Is this a place and time to renew our speculations concerning

the harem as a domestic institution ? The Mohammedan provision

for woman is a prison in which her sufferings from jealousy arc

consoled by the indulgence of her vanity. She is allowed tlio so-

ciety of her own sex with far less restraint than is ordinarily sup-

posed, and she displays before her visiting friends with pride the

wealth and ornaments which lighten her chains. She goes aI)road

in Cairo, but always in her carriage, and looks upon the busy world

in the streets with veiled eyes and under surveilhnce. She attends

her lord in his state progresses from palace to palace in Egypt,
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from Cairo to Alexandria, and from Alexandria to Stamboul. But

she goes no farther, and never alone. She never reads, and, so far

Us possible, is re(piired never to think. The Mohammedan law de-

clares that the supreme object of her existence is to be niariied,

and to have children for the benefit of the state ; to bo unmar-

ried, even to bo widowed, is a reiiroach, and to die in ei'" of

tliosc conditions is to forfeit hap[)ines8 in a future state. It is

true, indeed, that, though she fulfils her appointed duties and

destiny in obedience to the law as well as she nuiy, she has not

even in that case the promise of association with the faithful in

paradise. For them hourls are appointed, an especial creation,

more beautiful, more fascinating than woman. For the fiiithful

Mohammedan wife there is reserved, however, in paradise, a condi-

tion which, while it is a seclusion from the other sex, is gay, glo-

rious, and perfectly happy.

The Cairo of to-day is not entirely the same Cairo which " Eo-

then" f;ad the "Ilowadji" have so well described. This active,

restless, innovating Khedive, Ismail Pacha, lays out and paves broad

and direct avenues, plants spacious parks and gardens, and builds

or buys European hotels, banking-houses, warehouses, and what not,

to such an extent that a sojourner here, who confines himself with-

in the improved district, might fancy liimself in Vienna or Milan.

Nevertheless, the Grand Cairo of history and of romance, the Cairo

of the " Arabian Nights," of Saladin, and the Mamelukes, remains a

great city, a maze of majestic nioscpies, latticed palaces, and brilliant

bazaars, variously built of stone, unburnt brick, and of wood, all

streaked fantastically with red and yellow paint, and quaintly orna-

mented ill Moorish arabesque. The narrow streets, sometimes too

narrow for any travelling beast but the donkey, often end in a cul-

de-sac, while other streets, winding, turning, and twisting, lose them-

selves in close, dark, mysterious courts, or come out ripim acacia

avenues leading to steaming baths and sparkling fountains. The

people of all sorts, conditions, occupations, and races, known among

men, seem contented with themselves, and equally gentle toward all

comers. The Italian, the French, the English, the American, and

the Qernian, jostle alike the children of Ishmael and the children
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of Israel, the Greek, the Copt, the Berber, the Abyssinian, tlie

Nubian, and the Sounialan.

Tlio merchandise carried on here is as various as the races, sup-

plying equally all the luxuries of courts and the lowest wants of

the nomadic tribes of the Arabian and Libyan Deserts, not to

speak of the supply of the traveller with antiques and articles of

vertu. We noticed the sign of an ingen lous as well as ingenious

Italian that he fabricates and sells " Egyptian relics."

r

OAIBO, FBOU TUB EAST.
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CHAPTER IV.
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I'di l^^^l^

UP THE NILE.

Embarkfttion at (ihizeti.—The Pyramids of Saccara.—The Two Deserts.—Siout.

—

The

American Vice-Consul.—Sultan I'acha.—Character of the Nile.—Sla'-e Bojt.s —Arab

Villafjor3.—The Binls of the Nile.—The Population on the Banks.—Donicstic Ani-

mals.—Personal Arrangements —A Tippling Monkey.

Rhodah, on the Nile, May \2(h.—We siiall never cease to felici-

tate ourselves tliat m'c had sufficient resolution to go to the Great

Wall of Chin.I, though it was November; and through India,

tboiigli so late as Mardi. We are not particularly satisfied with

ourselves for having yielded to remonstrance, and given up our

projected visit to the Euphrates. An excursion on the Nile in

May is equally contraband. Though the Khedive has provided for

it like a prince, yet, like a judicious merchant, he warns us that he

does not insure our lives.

We took our seats in a special railway-train at Ghizeh, on the

west bank of the Nile, opposite Cairo, at one this afternoon ; and

now, after a journey of two hundred and ninety miles, we are em-

barked in the steam-yacht Crocodile. Our journey at the very be-

ginning afforded us one of the most beautiful views which the val-

ley of the Nile presents. On our right, the Libyan Desert, with

its eternal sentinels, the Pyrat^'Js. The river winds almost at

right angles toward the east, and is covered with lateen-sail-boats

freighted with the grains and fruits of Southern Africa. Before us

the undulating bank beneath the cliffs of the Arabian Desert
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Btrctclics out widely, and displays endless groves of niimosa-trcos

and date-palms. Below tlii'se, and on our left, is the great city nf

Cairo, crowning the acclivity from the water's edge to its towering

citadel. The rainless clouds arc pierced by the sleiulcr, gleaming

minarets of the great histoi'ical mos(|ue, whose walls are lost in the

distance.

We had not lost eight of Cheops and Cephren, when we came

directly under the shadow of the Pyramids of Saccara, like the

fornior sepulchral monuments of departed kings, but of iiiicriur

magnitude. We i)assed, as wo were assured, over the site of an-

cient Memphis, without seeing one stone resting on another there.

More of this, however, when we shall come down the Nile.

Iihodah has three distinctions : it is the southern terminus of

the great Railroad of the Nile, which begins at Alexandria ; it has

a palace of the Khedive ; and extensive sugar-manufactories, which

are his private property. The people received us kindly here, and

conducted us to the yacht, with the courtesies of a pleasant sere-

nade, torch-lights and bonfires.

Siout, May \^ih.—The mountains of the two deserts, between

which the Nile makes its way, are much nearer than we had sup-

posed. Alternately the Arabian Desert and the Libyan one crowds

the river, and gives it a serpentine direction. These promontories

often rise abruptly to the height of a thousand feet, leaving scarcely

a ribbon-width of green plain at their feet. We passed sucli a

one yesterday, which was terraced from the river's surface far up

toward its summit with galleries of vaulted tombs excavated in tiic

rock, and long since rifled of their deposits. Many of these tombs

have now living Arab tenants.

This afiernoon we planted our mooring-stake for the first time,

in the high shelving bank of the river near this town, the name of

which wc write from a French map Siout, but which English

travellers call Assiout. Now the flourishing capital of Upper

Egypt, it is in history Lycoptera, the " Town of the Wolf," or, as

the ancient Egyptians named their towns from their tcm[)]es, the

" Town of the Temple of the Wolf." Whatever else its present in-
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liabitants may do now, they do not worship tho most foiocious and

cowarilly of wild beasts. Siout is tho terminus of a caravan-trado

which penetrates through tho Libyan Desert to the great Oasis.

The population is thirty thousand. One-third are Copts. The

streets are narrow, tho thronged bazaars filled with cheap articles

of trade, tho buildings either of stono or adobe. One or two

mostpics redeem the city from a general asj)ect of vulgarity and

meanness. The town is built on the edge of the Libyan Desert.

The plain, somewhat more than a mile wide between it and the

river, is annually inundated, but tho traveller i)asses safely over it

on a broad embankment, which must have been built as long ago

as when the dwellers of the place confessed the wolf for their god.

Our chief interest at Siout consists in the insight it gives of the

ancient Egyptian form of burial. The abrupt rocky desert face,

which looks down over the place, is pierced with sepulchral caves.

These caves are of vast extent and arc divided into numerous cham-

bers ; all arc darlc, but, with the aid of toreh-light, we found them

hewn and chiselled with elaborate architectural shapes, with por-

tals, columns, roof, and architraves. Wliile we were pushing our

exploration, Freeman fell from the floor on which we stood, into

another chamber four or five feet below. lie was unhurt, but

after it we concluded to leave the million bats and owls within to

the quiet enjoyment of their at least possessory right.

The Governor of Upper Egypt, Sultan Pacha, has a j)alace here,

and with his stalF has kindly accompanied us in our excursion.

The United States vice-consul hero is a native, though an

Armenian Christian. He has entertained us at his house, and

brought around us his sons and many of his neighbors. Being a

man of wealth, ho prides himself on his dwelling, which he fondly

thinks he has built on European plans. It is at least an improve-

ment on the Egyptian style. We entered it from the street, by

LTOssiiig a barrier two feet high at the door, and descending without

steps to what seemed a basement, but proved to be a broad vesti-

bule, paved with solid stone, and covered with sand three inches

deep. We made our way through a dark gallery, without pave-

ment or floor, to the lofty consular saloon, with a divan stretching
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across one end, a row of attendants on either side, and a table in

the centre. Tlie room has uo external ventilation of door or win-

dow, and is lighted day and night by lamps burning /. nieriean

petroleum. The reception was extremely kind, but, for want of

acquaintance with Western manners, was excessively ceretnonious

at)J tedious. CoH'ee, champagne shei'bets, bonbons, and chibouques,

were served, and many African curiosities presented to us. The

consul insisted that we should stop on our return, and enjoy an

entertainment of native music aud dancing. Wc returned to our

yacht, where Mr. Seward entertained Sultan Pacha and the vice-

consul at dinner. The governor, a dignified and courteous niun,

was only oii?!0 beyond the borders of Egypt ; this was when he

went on a pilgrimage to Mecca. The vice-cop^ul has never been

beyond the summit of the deserts between which he was born.

Both expiessed great wonder at Mr. Seward making such long

travels, and plied him with questions concerning the United States,

of which thoy have only the one idea, that it is a land of universal

freedom and imniixed happiness. The governor is making an offi-

cial voyage, through Upper Egyj>t, in his own steam-yaciit. AVo shall

see more of him. We sleep to-night, as last night, under strains of

music, and with an illumination blazing on the shore.

Oi) the Crocodile, May \UJi.—So far as circumstances and in-

cidents are concerned, the experience of one day on the jS'ile it;

that C'i" every day ; even the scenery, though unique and ]nctii-

resque is monotonous. The river swells in the middle of June, ai •!

attains its greatest height about the first of October, after wliicli it

falls continually lower until the next annual flooci. It is now no:'r

its lowest stage. The soil of Lhe valley is not diHerent fr«jni tliat

of tlic ]\[ississippi. The river is of very unequal width ; in some

places ten rods wide, at others it spreads into shallow lakes, whiili

IccVve scarcely any tillable land oti either bank. Like the great

American river, it is always changing its channel, wearing awava

high and fertile bank on one side, and transferring the soil to posi-

tions lower down and on the opposite side. At every ]ioint of the

voyage, the entire width of tlie valley is seen. Its average is six

11 4 II- li|
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miles. Irrigation fertilizes every acre; the water, at whatever

stage, is raised for that purpose by all the contrivances known

to Prof. Ewbank, from the primitive well-sweep and bucket, and

the endless chain and pitclier worked by mules and oxen, to the

steam-engine, which is employed on tho great sugar-plantations.

So many channels are made for distributing water over the sur-

face, that Egypt truly boasts of more miles of canal than Java, China,

India, IloUanl, or the United States. The mountains on either side

are of solid ro'k, varying from sandstone to limestone and granite.

Huge bowlders of all these rocks are seen on either declivity, or

resting in the valley ; but the river-bed itself is free from stone.

Wc are now five hundred miles from its mouths, and yet, through-

out all that distance, there is not a rock which hinders navigation.

Sand-bars formed by shifting currents render navigation, at low

water, impossible for vessels drawing more than three feet, and

even those venture to move only by daylight. The downward cur-

rent is everywhere strong. Our yacht makes only five miles an

liou'' against it, although our motor is an engine of forty horse-

])ower. The only relief we have from the intense heat comes

with frequent changes of the wind from south to north. At every

turn we sec, on the one bank or on the other, clumps of dwarf

cypress, and of palmetto, or of date-palms. With these exceptions,

there is nothing of forest, and, of course, little of shade. We can

well imagine that tourists, more fortunate in their choice of season,

sailing on a full river, level with its banks, find the country

exceedingly beautiful, the broad plains being then covered with

wheat, Indian-corn, rice, lentils, sunflowers, cotton, sugar, and

tohacco—a magnificent disj)lay of verdure under the frowns of two

gigantic deserts. Such enjoyment, however, is not for us. The

cultivated banks are higher than the chimneys of our .-leaniboat;

wp catch only an occasional glimpse of the fields, now in their

l)rowncst and most exhausted condition. Ts'o rain has fallen for

a year. Not a cloud passes, between the sun and the soil, by

(lay or by night. The earth is parched and cracked ; the winds,

which in other climates amuse themselves by driving storms of rain

and snow over the earth, here make their wild sport only with the
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black dust of the valley and the yellow sands of the desert. For all

this, the voyage is, none the less, one of deep interest. The valley,

more than a thousand miles long, is densely inhabited. Like the

great river of China, the Nile is animated by travel and traffic.

Three clas os of boats are employed : the steamer, of course small,

and only i icently introduced, is, as yet, monopolized by the Gov-

ernment ; second, the dahaheeh, a boat using the lateen-sail, grace-

fully constructed and gayly painted ; third, the vastly more numer-

ous and effective class of small boats, also using the latcen-sails,

and managed by the natives. These bring down to Cairo the

surplus produce of Upper Egypt, and carry back merchandise,

chiefly of the cheapest and coarsest clothing, and indispensable

utensils and articles of furniture. Occasionally, too, one of these

boats is seen, in spite of all foreign protests, and of the Khedive's

interdiction, bearing a group of jet-black men, women, and chil-

dren, whom some native African chief, beyond the Egyptian bor-

der, has sold as prisoners of war, or exchanged for the trinkets so

highly valued in savage life. They do not seem unhappy. Moham-

medan slavery^ in fact, wears rather the character of domestic ser-

vice than of exbausting labor and hard bondage.

The people cluster in towns on the banks, in small, low, oven-

shaped dwellings of sunburnt brick, without wind<)w8. A house

of two stories indicates the residence of a successful merchant or

speculator. It is sure to be ornamented with Venetian blinds,

painted brown. Its double-latticed, narrow windows are designed

to indicate that its proprietor is a Mohammedan, blessed with a

harem. The Mohammedan church maintains, through all ad-

ministrations, its rich foundations of mortmain. The mosque,

therefore, dominates everywhere. Aquatic birds swarm on the

beach and the sand-bars—cranes, ducks, geese, bright flamingoes,

and stately \Tiltures. Not the splashing of our propeller, nor even

the'shrill steam-whistle, startles one of these birds. The crocodile

was a native of the Nile, and in the ancient mythology a god. All

books of travel written twenty or thirty years ago are filled with

accounts of that hideous monster. Champollion relates that he

saw fourteen at one time. It has entirely disappeared since the in-
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The inhabitants are nearly all fellahs. A large portion of them

are of Arabian descent, often intermixed with the more swarthy

Abyssinian and black Nubian. They are strong, slender, and pa-

tient. A very small class, consisting of official persons, mei'chants,

or " middle-men," wear a white Moorish turban or red tarboosh,

and dress quite tastefully in black-cloth coats and white panta-

loons, imported by wholesale from England. But the common

people uniformly wear the heavy turban and blue cotton blouse,

with bare feet and legs. No one of any class, however, neglects

to carry a camel's-wool cloak, butternut colored, for his bed at

niglit. The children, as in other tropical countries, wear nothing.

Ophthalmia is universally prevalent. Women, either Mohammedans

or Copts, are never seen with men in cither town, country, or vil-

lage. They are seen only occasionally, and then in small groups,

but, on being approached, they timidly hide themselves in their

wide blue mantles, and retire to the road-side or into some dark

corner. It is painful to notice how much toil and time are ex-

pended for domestic wants ; but for the people it seems only a pleas-

ant exercise. The Nile is the one indispensable supply of the com-

fort of life. Men are seen everywhere driving their small herds into

the river for drinking and bathing, and, on their return, bringing

home a domestic supply of the water in skin-bottles. At sunset

and sunrise women are seen coming in long, dark processions from

distant towns, by winding paths, to the water-side, and, as in

patriarchal times, bearing the family supply in large earthen urns

poised gracefully on their heads.

There is no lack of domestic animals among this people. The

hor^e is small, but strong and well shaped. The ugly water-ox is

tl'.ehcast of the plough ; the donkey is the common carrier of the

country ; while the camel not only shares that labor with him, but

also labors in the field. There are immense flocks of sheep and

goats, the latter all black. It is difficult to decide which party

manifests the greater afi:ection, the fellah for his mute beast, or
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the donkey for his kind and gentle master. They are insepara-

ble. The Arab is violent in altercation with his fellow-man, and

often deals a passionate blow, but he never strikes or reproaches

WOMAN ON THE NILE.

his beast. The people, isolated from all other races, show a great

fondness for birds. We have heard the /eport of neither rifle uor

fowling-piece, and every house in every town has a fanciful dove-

cote with alluring twigs at its windows. Although the Arabs have

no prejudice against animal food, the domestic pigeon is held as sa-

cred here as robin red-breast is in Massachusetts. Pigeons Lave

multiplied so much that political economists compute their consump-

tion of the products of the valley at one-twentieth part. When we

reason with a native on the subject of this extravagance, he replies

that the bird compensates for it by supplying guano for tlie pro-

duction of water-melons.
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A word now of our personal exporienco in the voyage. The

weather is intensely hot, and of course grows hotter as we go south.

Our party, inchiding Jietts Bey, consists of four and our three ser-

vants. Each passenger has a hirge state-room opening into a

comfortable after-cabin. The forward-cabin was arranged as a

dining-room, but Mr. Seward overrules the arrangement, and causes

the table to be spread always under an awning on the after deck,

and he persists also in using the same airy apartment for his own

sleeping-room. It is impossible for us to be on shore in the day-

time, on account of tho iosuiferable heat. Wc make our calcula-

tIo:is, therefore, to mova up the river in the middle of the day, rest-

ing, sleeping, trying to keep cool, and writing our notes. We go

ashore at as early an hour as possible before sunrise, and at as early

an hour as possible after sunset. At every landing-place the au-

thorities, having been apprised of our comin: are found awa'ting

us with the chairs, horses, camels, mules, and donkeys, needed.

Whether we dine on board or in a ruined temple on the shore,

the servants who attend us spread the table with the same abun-

dant and delicate supplies as at Cairo. Our captain and crew

belong to the naval service, and are skilful and polite. ""Ihe ca\>

tain never fails personally to provide our Mocha coffee, flavored

with attar of roses, as in the Turkish harem. Chibouques, exqui-

sitely wrought and loaded with gems, are served at every meal by

a peioonage whose sole duty in titis life is to keep them safe and

sweet. Instead of iced water, we have water cooled in porous

eartlien jars, which ai'e hung over the stern of the boat. The wine

is cooled by laying the bottles well corked in the troughs of the

boat, and pouring a stream of river-water over them. A small

Abyssinian monkey affords us infinite amusement by stealing these

bottles, extracting the corks, pouring the wine into the gutter, and

drinking it thence until he attains the height of human intoxica-

tion. We attempted to correct this habit by chastising him, but he

dropped from our hands into the river, and instantly disappeared.

After searching river and bank three hours for him, we gave him

up for lost, when, to our surprise, he appeared squatted on the seat

of the life-boat which was swinging at the stem.



CHAPTER V.

FROM ABYDOS TO THEBES.

The Ruins of AbyJos.—The Sheik of Bellianeh.—A Mlsunderatanding.—A Dinner in the

Ruins.—A Night in the Temple.— Exploring the Ruins.—By whom were they built?

—Germs of Religious Ideas.—The Temple of Dendera.—Mr. Seward's Birthday.

Abijdos, May \Uh.—Though we Avere unfortunate in reaching

BeHianeh at a late hour last evening, we found sedan-chairs, fellahs,

donkeys, and camels, awaiting us on the river-bank. The sheik

of the district, and the United States vice-consul, a Copt, met us,

and proceeded with us immediately to the ruins, where we now

write.

These rnins stand on the verge ot the Libyan Desert, and over-

look the level plain of the Nile, here seven miles wide. Mr, Sew-

ard came in a chair, the ladies on donkeys, the official persons on

horseback, the servants, the beds, and tlie provisions for tlic night,

on camels. It happened unavoidably that the procession broke

into groups, which left some of its members without guides whom

they could recognize. Night came on before we crossed the plain.

We arrived at an Arab village, passing through very narrow and

ciiookcd streets, and under low Moorish arches. There we alighted

and climbed some stone steps, by the light of torches held out

for our guidance. We entered a court, or chamber, which opens

to the sky. How could we doubt that we were at leaf5t in the

vestibule of the Temple of Memnon 1 It was a surprise to have

the roona quickly though feebly lighted up, and to find the floor
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covered with Persian carpets, on which divans were placed, and to

have Arab servants come in loaded with water-melons, rose-water,

coflee, and chibou-iues. Impatient to bivouac, we asked for the

rest of the party, but it did not come up. We now noticed that no

part of our own furniture or baggage had come in. Was this the

Temple of Memnon ? If not. Why and by whom were we received

here with so much courtesy ? If it was that temple, it was a very

small one for so great a god, besides being quite modem in archi-

tecture, and built of adobe. We demanded an explanation, and

received it—in Arabic. We afterward learned that the Sheik of

Bellianeh had opened his castle for our reception and entertain-

ment during the night. This, although an excellent hospitality,

was not the feast to which we had bidden ourselves. That feast

was to be served in the Temple of Memnon, in the excavated city

of Abydos. It was not Avithout much and earnest expostulation,

nor without accidents of overturned chairs, and falls from the

backs of the donkeys, that we reached the temple, two miles farther

onward, and found the residue of the party there awaiting our

arrival with mucu anxiety. So far as ancient temples are con-

cerned, we had hitherto seen at Memphis only the place where

they are supposed to have stood—at Heliopolis, an obelisk which

graced the porch of the Temple of the Sun, and, at Ghizeh, a sub-

terranean temple. So we were quite unprepared for the vast, im-

posing, and perfect structure that now towered before us. We
passed through the propylwum—a majestic gate-way flanked by

lofty edifices on either side—into a vestibule, more spacious than

any cathedral or church in the United States. Beyond this vesti-

bule, we entered a court enclosed by grand open corridors, of which

only the basement, a double colonnade, and the architraves, remain,

the solid roof having entirely fallen in, the massive slabs remaining,

with the exception of here and there one long since removed.

This court is the inner vestibule of the temple. It was too dark to

see more. Dinner had been laid in a long, dark chamber, which

might be the nave of the temple, and our mattresses had been

spread in high-vaulted chambers at the side. Were not these mag-

nificent accommodations for travellers ? Perhaps our banqueting-
40
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hall was the nuptial chamber of Isis and Osiria, perhaps it was the

mausoleum of Memnon. Perhaps our sleeping-rooms were the

sacristies of the priests who assisted at one or both of those ceremo-

nies. We had scarcely sat down to the much-needed entertain-

ment before we were smothered and sickened by an atmosphere of

heat and mould. We beat a hasty retreat to the open corridor.

Here we had for a table a broad granite slab, which had fallen from

the roof many ages 'since. We dined with the shadows of the mas-

sive columns projected over us by the torch-lights of our bearers.

The ladies retired to their stately rooms, but a trial of half an hour

proved sleep, and even life, impossible there. The pallets were

brought out and spread on the floor of the open dining-hall. All

were wakeful, and contemplated for hours this strange experience

of sleeping in the Libyan Desert under the starlit sky. Our

thoughts wandered through the past and in the infinite, but we were

occasionally brought back by the heavy breathing of our sleep-

ing, staff-armed Arabian sentinels, the braying of the donkeys, or the

piteous moaning of the weary camels, at the outer verge of our un-

rivalled chamber.

We rose before the sun, and, while the air was yet comparatively

cool, explored the edifice, which consists of seven parallel naves or

complete buildings, each with a vaulted roof, each nave two hun-

dred feet long, and terminating in an elaborate and imposing sanc-

tuary. This peculiar form of the temple suggests the idea that it

was dedicated to the worship, not of one god, but of seven gods.

Archaeologists, however, are not agreed on that point. Besides the

naves and the sanctuaries, there are other spacious chambers, some

behind the latter, and others behind the propyloeum. Of these

chambers some may be supposed to have contained vessels of sacri-

fice, some sacred treasures, and others to have been the cells of the

priests who were vowed to chastity, poverty, and penance. No part

of the temple was adapted to the accommodation of a mass or con-

gregation of worshippers. On the wall of an interior corridor is a

tablet which contains a chronological record of the names and seals

of seventy-six successive kings of Egypt, beginning with Mencs, the

founder of the monarchy and builder of Memphis, and ending with
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Sotis, whose statue, with that of his son Rameses, stands at the base,

as if reading the interesting genealogical record, a mutilated copy

of which is preserved in the British Museum, and there called the

" Stone of Abydos." Every part of the walls, the interior as well

as the exterior, is covered with sculptures and hieroglyphics. Some

of these pictures represent the birth of Osiris, his marriage with

Isis, his death, and his apotheosis. They present him also in three

heneficent characters, as the god of the Nile, the god of the sun,

and the god of agriculture. And thoy exhibit Isis in her three at-

tractive characters, as goddess of the moon, goddess of wine, and

goddess of love Other pictures present, allegorically, Osiris, Isis,

and their son Horus, as the benevolent deities receiving sacrifices,

and the treacherous brother Typhon, who dethrones Osiris, as the

irod of evil—in other words, the devil. With the benevolent dei-

ties are associated animals of a gentle nature, also exalted to the

divine, as in the Christian pictures of the middle ages the lamb is

associated with the beloved disciple John. The ox is a sacred em-

blem of Osiris, and the cow of Isis. The evil deity, likewise, has

his brute representative in the crocodile, the hippopotamus, and

the ass.

The first inquiry that a disciple made, on hearing the fearful

prophecy of the Saviour, was, " Master, when shall these things

be ? " The first inquiry that a traveller makes, when he confronts

the devastated walls of Abydos, is, "When were these things

built ? " History records that Abydos flourished before the Persian

conquest, and that it fell into ruin at the time of the Mohammedan

invasion. Until the reign of the present Khedive, the vast ruins

lay buried under a mean Arab village. The hieroglyphics on the

tombs at Abydos show that they were built within a period

of nine lumdred years, which period began with the year 3700

before our era—of course, five thousand five hundred and sev-

enty years ago. The builders must have had some experience

in architecture before these majestic structures could be produced.

If this account does not agree with Archbishop Usher's chronology,

it is not for us to reconcile the conflict. History also has settled

some other points of interest concerning this temple: First, that
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its construction was contemporary with tlio Egyptian obelisk at

Luxor; second, that it was dedicated to Osiris; and, third, tliut

it was called Memnonium. But where is the tomb of Osii-isj

The same veneration which the Christian world bestows on the

sepidchro at Jerusalem was paid by the Egyptians to the tomb df

Osiris. According to Plutarch, it was the destination of their

])ilgrlmages in life, and the place near which, if circumstances

allowed, they caused themselves to bo buried. Adjacent to the

great Temple of Abydos is the Temple of Rameses II. A dilapi-

dated wall, now only four feet high, encloses an immense mans of

debris. Marictte I>ey confesses his inability to reproduce, from

these ruins, the plan of the original structure. At the side of this

Temple of Rameses there is a high hillock, called the Kom-ses-Sul-

tan. This hillock has been formed by tiers of catacombs one above

the other. !Many valuable funereal treasures have already been

removed to the museum at Cairo. Mariette Bey is encouraged, by

discoveries already made, in his hope of finding among them the

valuable tomb of Osiris.

Let us now reflect a moment. We have here, at Abydos,

ascended to a very early age of human civilization. We liave

learned from this study that in that age mankind were no less

])erplexed than they now are with the problem of the origin of

good and evil ; that, incapable of tracing the beneficent and

injurious natural forces to a first and just Creator of both, thov

deified and worshipped those natural forces themselves, magnifyin":

and blessing the good, and deprecating and propitiating the evil.

In ancient times, nations were more isolated than now, bnt tlie

])erplexity of the human mind concerning good and evil wiis ae

universal then as it is now. Each nation improved and adopted

any supposed discovery of another. The mytiiologies of Greece

and Rome, supposed to clear up the mysterious origin of good and

evil, were borrowed from Egypt, and it seems probable that those

which still linger in Ilindostan and China were brought fioni the

same primitive source. Finally, we have learned here that the

monastic and ascetic systems, which yet prevail in every part of

Asia, and which still have a strong foothold among Christian na-
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tions, existed ore, under a theology which has untimely perished,

leaving neither priest nor votary on tlio luce of tho globe. There

are more reflections of a less general character. When the chil-

dren of Israel insisted that Moses should set up a golden calf for

thiir worship, did they do more than adopt the Egyptian dedica-

tion of tho ox and the cow to Osiris and Isis 'i
V«' as the Egyptian

apotheosis of tho crocodile and the serpent tho germ of tho idea

of tbo evil serpent which tempted our first parents to their fall iii

Eden 'i Was it the germinal idea of the brazen serpent which

Moses " lifted up i
" Has tho \:apacity of man for religious knowl-

edge its limit, beyond which it cannot go, and is each of its various

systems, although perverted, based on some intuitive idea or

abused revelation i

Kenmhy May 17th.—^We planted our stake here at four o'clock

yesterday afternoon, and immediately proceeded to explore the

Temple of Dendera. It is more modern and better preserved,

tliough less interesting, than tho Memnonium. Its construction was

l)egiin by one of the Ptolemies, two hundred and fifty years before

the Christian era, and was completed under tho Emperor Tiberius,

while our Saviour was yet living in Jerusalem. Some of its decora-

tions were added in the reign of Nero. It has thus happened that,

though it does not combine the profane with any thing sacred, it

does combine illustrations of dilterent profane systems. It com-

bines the history, mythology, and science, of ancient Egypt. It is

elaborate equally in design and execution. Wo can hardly count

its halls and chambers. The walls, the ceilings, the columns, the

doors, the windows, tho capitals, the surbasca and pedestals, and

even the staircases, are crowded with texts and bass-reliefs. These

have such a mutual correspondence that the antiquary finds it not

difficult to penetrate their meaning, and even the ceremonies of

worship. Tho temple was designed as a hall in which to celebrate

the inauguration of tho sovereign of Egypt in three characters, as

King of Upper Egypt, King of Lower Egypt, and chief pontifi" in

the worship of Isis. The ceremonies consisted in stately proces-

sions, sacrifices, prayers, and offerings. There h a well-marked
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division of the chambers into four groups : the first, a vestibule

or open hall, in the place of the propylseum, which was customary

in Egypt ; a grand gate-way, which was opened to the king alone

:

with lesser ones on either side, which gave access to priests and

others who brought offerings. A bass-relief on the north side shows

the progress of the sovereign as King of Lower Egypt ; a similar

tablet, on the opposite side, his entrance as King of Upper Egypt.

In these ceremonies, two deities, Thoth, who was a brother of Isjs

(and wbom the Greeks recognize as Mercury), and Horus, her son,

pour on the king's head the water Of purification. Two goddesses

invest him with a double crown. Then, two deities, one from

Heliopolis, in Upper Egypt, the other from Thebes, in Lower

Egypt, take the king by the hand, and conduct him into the pres-

ence of Isis. The second group of chambers, ten in number, were

all closed and painted black. The procession was formed in one

of these silent halls, and the offerings were prepared for a feast in

another. The walls of one of them are ornamented with four boats,

like those now in use on the Nile, the boats being earned in pro-

cession. Each of these boats contains, at the middle, a long eliest

or box, covered with a thick white veil. This chest corresponds

exactly with the descriptions of the " ark of the covenant " which

was held in such regard by the Jews. One of the chambers was a

laboratory where incense, oils, and essences were prepared for per-

fuming the statues of the gods. Others contained rich vestiiients

for covering their limbs. The offerings to the gods, as painted

on the walls, were all sorts of birds, animals, fine clotliiiig, and

ornaments of silver and gold. Instead of the one sanctuary, as at

the Memnonium, tltere are two here, one dedicated to Osiri*:, the

other to Isis. The former is ornamented with r. representation of

his death, resurrection, and triumph. We were more interested,

however, in a small interior structure, in the complete form of a

tetnplc, in which was celebrated the foast of the New Year, which

took its date from a transit of Sirius. This hall has twelve coliinins.

which arc respectively dedicated to the several months. There if

also a dark chamber of exquisite architecture which was used for

the preservation of mysterious objects, which none but the king
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and tlie pontiff were permitted to see. Stranger, however, than

any of these are the labyrinthine subterranean chambers, properly

called crypts. They are without doors or windows and yet their

walls are covered with inscriptions, and these recite the date of

their construction, but not their use. It is supposed that they were

built as places of deposit and concealment of the treasures and

sacred vessels and vestments, in case of surprise by an enemy.

However this may be, we can never forget the demonstration of

their present use, which we encountered. With the aid of torches,

we crept on our knees through an opening which had been made

ill the wall that enclosed one of them. As we rose to our feet,

there was a deafening noise, accompanied with a motion of the air,

like the flapping of the sails of a ship in a storm at sea, and thou-

sands of frightened bats canic dashing against us, making their

way into the outer light, from which they had taken refuge. Cleo-

patra caused the ornamentation of thd outer wall to be completed

with an intaglio of herself, and another of her son, the child ot

Julius CsBsar. This figure is inferior to the Grecian statuary of

that period ; nevertheless, its outlines agree with the accepted rep-

resentations of that eccentric and fascinating queen.

Avoiding alike the darkened sanctuaries and the crypts, we

spread our table in the cheerful temple of the New Year. There,

with Osiris and Isis, and Thoth and Horus, Pascht, and we know

not how many other deities looking down on us from the walls, we

celebrated the anniversary of Mr. Seward's seventieth birthday.

One of the party amused us by quoting fron Homer, and applying

to Mr. Seward, the words

:

. . . .
" whoso soul no respite knows,

Though years and honors bid him seek repose."

Mr. Seward answered, repeating the two other lines

:

" Hut now the last despair surrounds our host,

No hour must pass, no moment must be lost."



CHAPTER VI.

THEBES AND ITS RUINS.

What Thebes is now.—A Grand Reception.—A Federal Salute.—The Scenery of the

Nile.—The Temple of Luxor.—Th'e Houses of the Consuls.—History of Luxor.—

Karnak.—The Hall of the Gods.—King Shishok.—Sphinx Avenues.—We dine with

the Vice-Consul.—The Colossi.—The Ancient Tombs.—The Tombs of the Kings.—

Animal Worship.—The Rameseum,—Grandeur of Thebes.

TJiebes, May 17th.—From the first hour of our classic reading,

Thebes is the one place which we have most desired, and least of

all hoped, to see. But, we are hero, moored under the east bank

of the Kile, which once supported that glorious city of antiquity.

"We have come too late, by thousands of years, to verify the descrip-

tions given of it by the poets and historians of old. There are

no longer " a hundred gates " here, nor is there one gate, nor a

wall, nor a trace of a wall. There are no monuments by which we

could decide the disputed question whether the Diospolis, situated

on the east bank of the Nile, and including Luxor and Karnak,

was the whole of Thebes, or whether it extended across the river,

and included the Colossi, the Memnonium, and the Necropolis.

We n^st first note, not what Thebes was, but what it is now.

Our deck is forty feet perpendicularly below the top of the bank.

There was no wharf, no dock, no bund, no ghaut ; there is no

stone stairway, there is no wooden one. In anticipation of our

coming, the sheik (governor), by direction of Sultan Pacha, has ex-

cavated steps in the loose, dry earth. They will serve us perhaps

to reach the summit, but they will need to be repaired for our re-
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turn. Moreover, we are having a grand reception. Ali Murad

Effendi, the loyal United States consul, although he is a true Mus-

sulman, has not only displayed the broad and bright United States

fi:\(r at his house-top, but also the gorgeous banner of Brazil, and

at this moment he is pouring down upon us, with a single rusty

iiuislcot, a Federal salute of eighteen guns, from hia balcony. All

the people of Thebes are on the bunk to receive us. They consist

of twelve mule-drivers, with their mules ; twelve donkey-drivers,

with their asses; ten or a dozen manufacturers and vendors of

antiquities and relics, and with an outsidn attendance of as

many fellahs, brought here by the anusual sight of bonfires kin-

dled on the bank. We ascend, wc reach the summit, we stand

upon the ' sacred plain, we dismiss the muleteers and donkey-

boys for the night, we thread our way through a musty Arab vil-

lage to the consulate. In the upper chambers we pay our acknowl-

edgments, take Mocha coffee, and a chibouque.

3faj/ ISth.—The bonfires wont out late last night, and we rose

early this morning to make a first survey. The scenery of the

Nile is at no other time seen in such delicate hues as in the hour

before sunrise. Above Thebes, the river winds around the foot of

the Arabian Desert, forming a chain of small gray lakes. The head-

lands in these lakes arc crowned with scattering fiirms, and not only

the outlines of each tree, but every broad leaf, is distinctly defined

on the clear horizon. A mirage from afar reflects the same desert,

lakes, licadlands, and trees, gathered into cool, shady groves—in-

distinct and dreamy pictures, like those in mountain agates.

Forty rods from the river-bank, on a terrace of sand, whi h

seems to be a lower ridge of the dome, there rise before us two rows

of majestic columns, roofless, but held together by architraves not

less massive. Familiar all our lives with pictorial representations,

we recognize the ruined Temple of Luxor. Beyond that ruin, with

the exceptioii of here and there a mud-hut, is only the naked desert

;

at tie left of the colonnade, heaps of dehris, half buried in the sand,

hi the midst of these masses, towers up a red granite obelisk, high-

er and newer than the honev-combed one which marks the site of
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the Temple of the Sun at HeliopoHs. Beyond these debris, looking

through the vista formed by the coloniirtde and obelisk, are seen the

dwarfish minarets of a shabby Arab mosque, rising out of a group

or cluster of adobe huts, an Arab village, which may contain fifteen

hundred people. Three tall, modem houses loom up above the

0BSLI8KS AT KARNAS.

roofless dwellings of the wretched town. These houses are built on

the wall of the dilapidated temple, and of materials taken from it,

and are the residences of the governor, the British consul, and the

United States vice-consul, who also flourishes under an exequatur
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as consul of Brazil. "We ascended the terrace and stood on the

pavement beneath the double colonnade. At a distance of two

miles northward, among fields which, though now dry and dusty,

still wear the aspect of careful cultivation, we see the stupendous

gate-ways, columns, and obelisks of Karnak. An Arab hamlet nes-

tles at the base of these ruins, as at Luxor. Beyond Karnak we see

only the winding river and the converging Libyan and Arjibian Des-

erts. Turning our back upon the morning sun, we see, across the

river, a plain, stretching along the opposite bank for five miles, and

three miles in width, cultivated though uninhabited, subject to in-

undation. Beyond the plain are the lofty and irregular moun-

tains of the Libyan Desert. The immediate river-bank is fringed

with palms and sycamores. At the northern extremity of the plain

we distinguish a cluster of stately cohimns; on the left, a like,

though less prominent one. The former are ruins of the temples

called by the Arabs Qoumah-Deir-el-Bahari, and the Eameseum.

The lal'.r are the ruins of the temple called, in Arabic, Medeenet

Hdboo. Midway between these widely-separated heaps of ruins,

are two lofty stone piles, each showing a human outline. These

are the Colossi—the one so marvellously vocal to the ancients;

the other, its mute companion. Those ruined temples, with the

Colossi, are all that remain of Thebes, on the west bank of the Nile,

that can be discerned within a single view taken from Luxor.

Those ruins, with Luxor and Karnak, are the disjecta meinim of

the great capital.

We turn to Luxor. It was built by Pharaoh Amenophis III.,

fourteen hundred and eighty years before Christ, at the very time

when the rcbellii'U of Dathan and Abiram was going on in the

desert. Eighty years later, Rameses II. raised two monolith granite

obelisks beyond the colonnade. One of these we have already

mentioned ; the other we hope to see in its present site in the Place

de la Concorde at Paris. He raised, at the same time, two mono-

lith granite statues, not less than twenty-five feet high, which are

now seen broken off at the middle, and prostrate on the ground.

The colonnade, the almost level walls, the solitary obelisk, and

those broken colossal statues, together with many lesser ones
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dedicated to gods, heroes, and animals, some remaining in place,

and others strewed among the debns, arc all that remain of tlie

original Luxor. After the conquest of the Greeks, other orna-

mental statues, paintings, and inscriptions, were added to the

temple, arcong which latter are found the names of Psammcticlms

and Alexander. It is to be hoped that the work of excavation,

long s nee susyenled, will be renewed. In that case it will prob-

ably a]»^ i:hat the temple structures extended much farther for-

ward. T ;uii i s now seen, while they command admiration by

their grandciir, lea> w- < " the visitor's mind a painful impression of

the narrow extent of the temple.

Wa encounter no such disappointment at Karnak. It is the

most imposing ruin in the world, devastated sadly, but not in a

heap of debris. The niins cover an area of nearly two miles in

circumference. Was there one symmetrical structure, dedicated to

one worship, or was there a combination of many temples, dedi-

cated to many gods ? The former idea is supported by the fact

that there are still traceable twelve approaches to the ruins, in dif-

ferent directions, each avenue broad enough for two chariots. "We

explored two of them, of which half a mile has been excavated.

One leads from Luxor ; the other, at right angles with the first, leads

from the river-bank in front. Each is ornamented with a row

of colossal Sphinxes, placed at intervals of six feet, not unlike the

statuary which adorns the approach to the Ming Tombs in China.

The entrances at the terminations of these avenues are surmounted

by gate-ways such as a Titan might construct, and these gate-ways

open into a series of propyl8ea,or vestibules, which have dimensions

that can only be compared with the bases of the Pyramids. Our

first visit to Karnak was made at the end of the avenue of Luxor.

It is adorned with a winged sun. We passed through four succes-

sive propylaea into an open area, whicli has received so many names

as' to be practically nameless. Some writers call it the "Hall of

the Gods," some the " Hall of the Kings," others the " Hall of

Columns." It is three hundred and thirty feet long, and one liun-

dred and sixty-four feet wide. On each side of it, near the wall, is

a row of colunms, one hundred and thirty-four in number. They
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are forty-three feet high, and each is a monolith, with a diameter

of twelve feet. In the centre of the hall are two other rows of

columns, seventy-two feet high, also monoliths, and the several

rows have the cti'ect of dividing the hall into a nave with two side-

aisU'i*. All were roofed, the nave, of course, higher than the aisles.

The ceiling of all was of massive hewn flat stone ; it has long since

fallen to the ground. All the columns have highly-wrought and

macniticent capitals, no two of them alike in design. The columns

nearest the walls are chietly ornamented with the flowering lotus
;
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the columns wliicli support the nave combine figures of oirds with

the lotus leaves and branches. The surfaces of the pillars aro di-

vided into circular jmnels, arranged one above the other. Tlit'se

panels are covered with shields, on which are elaborately carved

and painted with rich colors innumerable mythological and liis-

torical devices and emblems. The darkness of this stupendous

chamber was only relieved by the faint light admitted through

small grated windows placed in the wall which divided the ceiling

of the nave and that of the aisles. Some of the columns in the

chamber are now prostrate, others have swerved from their places

and fallen against other cohunns, or against the walls. The mys-

terious gloom which nuist have originally pervaded the chamber

has passed away, and it now seems merely an endless and confused

forest of columns, which has been 8wej)t and desolated by the tem-

pest. Though an inscription on one of these noble columns shows

an antiquity of three thousand three hundred and twenty years,

the masonry, as well as the sculpture and painting, has the fresli-

ness of yesterday. In no part of the ruin, either on cohnnn, archi-

trave, or wall, is there ivy or moss, mould or stain. Such is the

climate of tlie Nile. Bold bass-reliefs sculptured on the outer wall

represent, in regular chronological order, the events of the caui-

paigns of Setis against the Bedouin Arabs, the Assyrians, and the

Armenians. In one of those sculptures he is seen seated in his

chariot in the thickest of an engagement. On the forehead of one

of his horses is inscribed his name—" The Might of Tliebes,"

The enemy flee before him, and take refuge in a fortress. An-

other bass-relief presents a different battle-scene Here the enemy

fall prostrate on the earth before the terrible countenance of ma-

jesty. The king sits proudly erect in his chariot in his attitude of

triumph, followed by a train of prisoners in chains, whom ho pre-

sents to the gods at Thebes. Another represents the victdrioiis

king on his return to Thebes, and welcomed by his ministers and

courtiers on the banks of the Nile, which are crowded with won-

dering, awe-stricken crocodiles. One of the bass-reliefs is particu-

larly interesting, from its being a contemporaneous confinnation of

Jewish scriptural history :



iirures of oirds witli

I the pillars are di-

ti the other. These

3 ehvboratcly carveil

ythoh)gical and his-

ot this Btupcndous

it admitted tln-ougb

I divided tlie ceiHng

the t'olumus in the

^ed troni their places

he walls. The mys-

rvaded the chambev

ciuUess and conhised

les(»lated by the tern-

noble columns shows

)d and twenty years,

inting, has the fresh-

her on colvnnn, archi-

r stain. Sm-h is the

red on the outer wall

events of the cam-

le Assyrians, and tlie

is seen seated in his

In the forehead of one

Might of Thebes."

in a fortress. Aii-

Ine Here the enemv

[i countenance of ma-

iot in his attitude of

hains, whom he pro-

•esents the victorious

by his ministers ami

e crowded with won-

bass-reliefs is particu-

lieous confirniatioii of
liliiiJlllii^iii^vnililililiiJlJiiHililp^
_!hlhll'sJl^J||IJi!|i||iiii:il!!lj:li.i!^



Slii-sha

had ti'i

and til

niiiiibt'

kiltld, fl

took av

of the

0t'i,'()l<l

Shi.H

of prist:

victor a 1

in Piilot

walls 111

poem, c(

The (il)e

the worl

srarcfl\

it have r

oil that

on the (

regent, 1

iiiscn|iti(

the spoi

The L

l:ra on tl:

C'lioly. I

described

and cqiiiii

horeacol

a roof as

uiily the

erect on

^rraiidenr.

"great re



KING UIIISHAK. 541

" Aiul it cniiic to |Mi8rt that in tlie tit'tli year of Kin^ Tlchoboain,

Shifiliuk, Kiiifjf of E<jfy|)t, cuiiio up against .reniHalt'iii, hci-aiise thoy

hiid traurtgressuil ai^aiiist tliu Loki>, witli twelvu liiiiulnMl cliariota,

;iu(l tlu'cescuri! tljoiu,aii(l liorriuineii : ami tiu; pt'oplo //v/v; without

mimbt'i* that ciuiu! with liini out of Egypt ; the Lubiins, tho Suk-

kinis, and tho Ethiopiann."

"So Shirtliak, King of Egypt, cauio up against Jerusalem, and

took away the trcasuros of ti»e house of tho Loit/), and tlio treasures

of the king's house ; ho took ail : lie carried away also tho shields

ofjfiiM which Solomon had made."

Shishak is represented raising his arm and striking a long group

of prisoui rs who are erouehing at his feet. At the side of the

vietoraro seen several fortifications which bear tli > names of towns

in Palestine, which Shishak subdued. Still another tabiet on the

walU must be mentioned. It recites the entire text of an Egy[itian

poem, comj»osod in comnicinoratioti of the victories of IJamcses II.

Tiiodbelisk of Queen Ilatason. which Is said to bo the highest in

flic world, stands near the great hall, on a pedestal of dimensions

siiu'cciy larger than tho foot of the ubolisk itself. What skill must

it have required to raise it from tho groimd, and place it securely

oil tliat narrow pedestal ! An inscription, written perpendicularly

on the obelisk, gives its date and dedication to Queen Ilatason,

regent, three thousand five liundrcd and thirty years ago. An
iiiscri[ition on the base records that the top was covered with gold,

the spoils of battle, and that the obelisk itself was gilded.

The court or area which lies between the temple and the propy-

l;i\i on the river-side presents a scene not less uni(pie than »nelan-

choly. It is larger even than the Hall of Columns, which we have

described. It is studded with pedestals even more iiumerous than,

and equally gigantic ith, those in the other hall, each one of which

hoi'o a colunui ecpi.illy uiajestic ; over these nnist have been stretched

a roof as stupendous and massive. Thit of this vast struvture, not

only the roof, but all the columns have fallen, save only one, yet

erect on its jiedestal, as a solitary re])rescTitative of the departed

^^randeur. Making a circuit around the ruins of Karnak, we found

ap'eat reservoir of Xile-water, collected as it oozes through the
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soil underncatli the temple, at the flood. It is so deeply impreg-

nated with nitre, that the Government uses its deposits for the

manufacture of gunpowder. From the bank of this reservoir we

looked upward through one of the excavated Sphinx avenues. It

now presents a very curious spectacle. The great highway is

fenced in, its pavement has been removed or buried in the eartl),

and it is now a vegetable-garden. The Sphinxes, however, still

remain on guard, to prevent Bedouin depredations of water-melon

and sweet-potato beds, as patiently as they guarded of old the

approach of kings and priests to the sanctuary. While we stood

musing on the strange freaks of Time, a hyena, startled by the noii^e

of our coming, rushed out of a recess underneath one of the fallen

columns, among the debris which we had been unable to pcuetinte,

and made his escape over the sands to some safer haunt in the

desert.

Antiquaries are much exercised with the inquiry, V>y what

agency has the devastation of Karnak been efl'ected '( They indulge

in various conjectures. One attributes the work to the earlliquake;

but there is no record of earthquakes. A second, that one of the

Ptolemies committed the devastation by siege. But those princes

seem to have been disposed rather to preserve and embellish the

magnificent monuments of Egypt, than to destroy them, A third,

that the nitrous Nile-water has dissolved the earthen fonndntions.

But, making all allowances for the absence of frost, of snow, and (if

rain, in this extraordinary climate, is it not more wonderful that

Karnak resisted so long, than that it is now found so sIomIv pnHt^iiig

away ?

With the conquest of Cambyses, the ancient E/yptian church

and state (to the glories of which Karnak was dedicated) lipfran to

decline. They gave way to religions and governments whicli were

Jiostile. Other systems, equally alien and hostile, have followed.

It is more than two thousand years since Egypt has had for a rider

either an adherent of the ancient religion, or a descendant of the

ancient kings or people. We saw Karnak first in broad dayh",:rht,

but afterward in the early night illuminated by the evanescent hliie

light; but Wv, saw i^ last under the bright niootilight, wliieli, while
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imparts new majesty and beauty to all objects of Nature and art.

Leaving the ruin, we mounted our donkeys, and by the light

of blazing torches made our way through Sphinx avenue back to

Luxor, stopping at times to look whether a fox that we saw steal

through the gate-way, or a hyena, was at our heels. We arrived

safely at the consulate, and there, seated on cushions on the hos-

pitable house-top, around a table one foot high, we dined after the

Turkish manner, with the vice-consul, the governor being also a

guest, upon the substantials, dainties, and delicacies of the season.

At this feast, each party, taking care not to interfere with the equal

t'Mits of others, dipped the spoon into a common bowl of soup, and

with his own lingers took ott' the parts he liked best in a succession

of kids, sheep, and turkeys^ roasted whole. These viands gave

place to a long course of sweets and comfits, water-melons, dates,

and apricots. Coffee and chibouques followed with chateau Mar-

gaux, Steinberger cabinet, chanq>agne, and sherry, all brought

from the pantry of the Crocodile. Here we poured out libations

to Amnion, Osiris, Isis, and Horns, such as certainly were unknown

to ancient Thebes, and such as only those good Mohamuiedans who

attain the dignity of foreign consuls permit their Christian guests

to enjoy. The excellent host and the governor did not disdain to

join in these offerings—a circumstance which we should not men-

tion if we supposed these notes w^ould ever be translated into Arabic.

Mat/ lyth.—It was yet dark when we took a small boat and

rowed down the Nile. We landed on thu low, western, sandy

bank, and proceeded on donkeys directly across the plain. Under

the light of the risitig sun, the distant Colossi assumed more and

more their proper and majestic forms and i>roi)ortions. We halted

between them. Recognized by anti(piity as one of the wonders of

the world, they are less wonderful than ithc disjiutc which has so

long prevailed in regard to the purpose for which they were built.

Tliches must have been a city of religious, pliihisopliic. and ]K)litical

iloa.s. The jteoide dwelt (diiody on the eastern l)ank of the river,

while the western bank became their cemeterv. Neither at Luxor
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nor at Karnak did we find a traco of an ancient tomb or grave.

On the western bank here, we found little else than a uuiveisal

cemetery. AH modern cemeteries are ornamented with nioniiiiien-

tal gate-wajij, churches, and chajjels. What more natural than tlint

the portals of tlie cemetery of Thebes should be graced with tlie.se

two colossal statues'^ Amenophis III. dedicated them to deified

kings, lie designed by them to impress the pilgrims to the tombs

with awe, and he was successful. In a superstitious age, nut oidv

the Egyptian, but the Persian, Greek, and Roman, heard or imu-

gined that he heard, the statue which bears the traditional name ut

Memnon, wail and sigh in the tones of the ^Eolian harp. More-

over, Memnon was the son of Aurora. How natural it was tliat he

should greet iiis divine mother morning and evening! Nobody

believes this story now, but, two tliousand years ago, no one doubted

it. The Colossi are sixty feet high, in a sitting posture, indieatiiii;'

contemplation. While Thebes remained to its Egyptian foumk'is,

the Colossi, which originally were monoliths, retained their slu.jie,

and Mennion continued his mysterious, oracular utterances, lint

an earth(puike shattered both. Memnon's voice became feebie;

nay, it began to be (piestioned whether he spoke at all. The good

Iloman emperor, Septimus Severus, reconstmcted them, eiuployiiig

the best architects to restore Memnon's speech. But the i!ii|ierial

surgery tailed. Menmon became actually dumb. IIap])ily, tlif

repairs then made, although with coarse materials, have |)reseive(l

the statue to the present d;iy.

Men's habits arc formed from their instincts. Egypt excited

strong interest in Rome in the time of the emjierors. The Koiiiaii

travellers ambitiously inscribed, on the pedestal of Aleiuiiou, the

records of their visits and cb-^yrvations. Woman was woiimii

eighteen hundred years ago. I, Salina Augusta, wife of the Em-

peror Augustus Caesar, have twice heard Memnon \vitl)iii oiu'

hour." This is one of the inscriptions. There are humlredsnt

other inscrii)tions which, altliougli written so long ago, are iuui'l'

e.isilv rend now than those written iwentv vear.s ay-o in ourcouii-

try church-yards. Under the necessity of improving rlie looler ]i;iil

of the day, tor fatiguing chsei-vations a'' 1 ex))loratioiis, \vc pas-cl,
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without stupping, the ruins of Deir-el-Medineh, Medeenet llaboo,

iiud the Ilameseum. A mouutain-spur of white sand-rock projects

hero toward tiie river-bank. ITpon the ledge we found the rock

pierced with parallel tiers of eatacombs. These catacombs, not

improperly called mummy-pits, are four, eight, or ten feet deep.

We soon became weary of counting tliem. Each one has been

njbbcd of its contents. History, we know not how truly, says that

the depredations began with the Arab con(piest. If this be true,

then it would appear that at the very period when the nations of

Western Africa were selling their living children into slavery to

Euro[)cans, tlie dwellers in Eastern Africa were selling the remains

of the dead as objects of curiosity to the same men. The Arab

invaders of Egyi)t did not stop at this ; they used the iutlammablo

iniuniny-caseL for fuel, and the grave-clothes for lights. W<3 may

judge of the exteiit of this past trade in mummies, from tho collec-

tions which are found in Europe and America. The Khedive has

put a stop to these barbarous spoliations. Of course, the great

mass of the dead yet remain hidden and undisturbed. Calculatioi;s,

based on the estimated population of Thebes, and the average dura-

tion of human life, give the uiunber of bodies which are buried in

this necropolis alone at eight or ten millions. Having crossed the

ledge, we entered a dark and rr.gged mountain-pass, leading to the

desert. Here, the cemetery shows another character; clalxn-ate

and costly tombs have been excavated on either side of the ravine,

in the form of sipiare ci'ambers, and in tiers or terraces, all built so

as to command a view of the plain below. Ab we looked \ip from

our path into t))ese excavations, we mistook them for deserted bat-

teries. We deviated so as to look into two or three of them.

They consist invariably of an antechamber, like a chapel, which

conununicates by a stone staircase with a na'-row tomb below. It

is supposed that the relatives and friends of the deceased were

aeeustomed to assendde in the outer chand)er. The walls, as well

as the ceilings of the chamber, are richly ornamented with sculp-

tures, iiifaf/fios and pnintings, the colors of which are as clear and

briglit as if laid on yesterday. The subjects, of these ornaments are

sometimes ridigious rites, sometimes events In the life and career



5i6 EGYPT AND PALESTINE.

of the dead. One of them exhibits the* deceased as general of the

Soudan, iirriving among a motley people, and taking possession of

his government. Some of his subjects are negroes, have olive con

plexions and negro features ; others have Circassian features with

olive complexions. Some are red men, and, strange to say, there is

a mixture of white women. The animals of that region are painted

with considerable effect. There arc giraffes, oxen with long horns,

and oxen with their legs terminating in human hands. Presents

are brought to the governor, of gold rings and vases, bronze uiid

silver horses and lions, silver oars for boats, and ostrich-feathers.

The inscriptions carry us back to the nineteenth Egyptian dynasty.

Farther onward, the same pass branches into two ravines. Here is

the Westminster Abbey, or rather the St.-Donis, of anciont Egypt.

One ravine seems to have been appropriated to the tombs of queens,

the other to the tombs of kings. The paths which lead li b-itli are

indescribably rugged and desolate. The rocks in which these tombs

are excavated, never receiving rain or dew, seem to be heated with

internal fires. Massive door-ways of the tombs are opened into the

face of the mountain ; then a descending, smooth, inclined plane

conducts to the tombs, which are excavated at a lower depth of the

rock. The tombs consist of a succession of vaulted el)an)bcrs of

various dimensions ; some are only twenty feet square, some forty,

eighty, or a hundred feet Iv \\ .>:jd proportionately wide. Some-

times one chamber opens dire 'l'^ into another in a straight line,

while there are larger chambers on either side. Sometimes a cor-

ridor traverses the tomb. The outer chambers have, as in the cata-

combs before mentioned, audience-chambers or chapels. Many of

them are obviously built as banqueting-rooms for costly entertain-

ments of friends of the dead.

Stribo, in the first century, described the tombs of the kings.

lie gave their number at forty. Only twenty-five of these have

been opened. This has been a task of no small difficulty, beciiiise

in every case the cave was found not only hermetically sealed, I)ut

die door-way itself was covered with a (h'bvls so artificially ho;i]ie(l

as to baffle search for the sacred place. All travellers describe one

of these tomb.-, which was discovered bv iJelzoni sonte fiftv years
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agn, and called by him the tomb of Setis. It is the most magnifi-

cent t)t' them all. Strange to say, though it was so carefully hidden^

ir had ah-cady been violated when he opened it. Within this and

t'lo otiier tombs, the visitor penetrates a world entirely dillerent

from that wliich we inhabit. The entire life of the deceased is

presented in monumental painting., sculpture, and hieroglyphics, on

the walls of the successive chambers. He is seen at home with his

family. Every thing around him wears a chimerical aspect. He is

holding intercourse with gods in grotesque forms, unknown else-

where. Long, slimy serpents glide through the charibers and lie

around the door. Manifestly this is the scene of the trial and judg-

ment of tlio dead. All the arrangements of the chamber and its

embellishments are designed to produce an effect of awe and so-

lemnity. Scenes of cruelty and torture are represented by hideous

figures ; culprits and prisoners are undergoing death by decapita-

tion or by burning. These, indeed, are very unnatural ; but who

shall say that, considering the early age to which they belong, they

•ire more absurd than the fjintustical torture of the wicked in the

conceptions of Dante and Michael Angelo ?

Antiquaries suppose that the scenes of torture and cruelty

]);iinted on the walls were designed to illustrate the trial through

which the deceased is passing in his successive animal transfor-

mations preparatory to a happy resurrection on the earth. The

idea finds support in the historical fact that, according to the

Egyptian polity, kings were supposed always to undergo a trial

after death.

These chambers of cruelty and torture are succeeded by others,

which are more cheerful in aspect. Here the ornamentation illus-

trates the process of purification through which the soul is passing.

The last chamber, always the lowest, shows its ha]ipy reception

into the family of +he gods. In these hap]Mer cluimburs the walls

ire covered with hieroglyphics, h\ which the wandering soid recites

the praises of the gods, and at last, the trial being past, the sou!

I'clebratcs its triumph. After examining minutely the tomb of

Setis, we looked into that of Kameses II. Here there is a .wife of

'•hauihers np ither side of the great reception-hall. These cham-
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bers present iminberless simply natural scenes. There are boats,

furniture, utensils, bows, arrows, and other weapons. Musicians

play on the lyre. The chambers in this tomb, moreover, are not

arranged in a straight line, but in the shape of a T, or cross. This

difference from the customary form is found to have been a depart-

ure from the original plan of construction. If the excavation had

been carried straight forward, it would have invaded a tomb already

built. In this tomb of Rameses was found a red-granite 8arcoi)lia-

gus cut in the form of a shield. Sad to say, this beautiful ceno-

taph is now on exliibition in the nmseum of the Louvre at Paris,

and its lid graces the University of Cambridge.

The one feature of Egyptian civilization, v.'hich in modern times

seems to be the most absurd, is the Importance they assigned to

brute animals. They not only worshipped in idol-forms the ox and

the cow, but they embalmed and buried with religious rites fishes,

crocodiles, cats, and dogs, and one of the pyramids «t Saccara is the

receptacle of mummied birds only. So we have found everywhere

similar relics. Doubtless the ancient Egyptian faith regarded the

animal forms which they thus preserved as the tenements of the

souls of monarchs, friends, or enemies.

It was cpiite eleven o'clock when, on our return from the tombs

of the kings, we came back to the tomb De'ir-el-Medecnct. 'I'liis

temple was a structure built in honor of the Queen-regent llatasoii,

whose ohclisk at Karnak we have already mentioned. The teiii|ile

was raised atter lu^r death to connncmorate the glory of her admin-

istration. A ..erios of courts rise one above another by ternu'es.

giving the structure the appearance of a fortiiication or ranipiirts,

Its embcdislimonts consist e^ tahleaux, which show us Ilatason ru-

ceivii\g her counsellors at the court of her brother Thoutiuosis II.;

as rogoi'.t under her brother Thoutmosis III, ; and last as herself, a

soverel'i^n ; of armies marching out to concpiest, of battles ami cini-

qufests in A liibia, of prisoners taken and tributes received, of vessels

ridnig the Ts'ile, laden with treasures and spoils ; and, ajnong others,

one of marked mythological intent, presenting the Egy])tian goddess

identical with the Cirecian Venus, in the form of a beautiful cow

suckling an itifant Eirviitian kin*;.
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We have seen no temple resembling the Rameseum, the Temple

of Rameses III. It is a combination of temple and royal palace.

Tlic architecture of the palatial part is perfect. Consoles prepared

for holding awnings over the doors are supported by prostrate pris-

oners of war. At great hazard we climbed over a high, broken

wall, and reached chambers in a second story. In these chambers

arc bass-reliefs, much defaced, which represent the king in his own

house surrounded by his family. One woman presents him with

flowers, he plays chess with another, and receives fruit from an-

other with a caress. On the walls of another chamber the great

achievements of the king are presented. Here a picture of the

king is deciphered and explained by ChampoUioii :
" He leaves his

palace in a richly-ornamented chariot. He sits covered with ostrich

feathers on a throne supported by statues of Justice and Truth ; he

is attended by twelve aides-de-cam j), and is followed by relations,

friends, and priests ; his son and heir burns incense before him.

The white bull follows, and the procession is closed by nineteen

priests, bearing sacred ensigns, vases, and vessels of worshij). Fi-

nally arrived at the place of inauguration, four birds, the otfspring

of Osiris, are set loose to announce to the north, the south, the

cast, and the west, that Rameses has put on his crown." The

electric telegraph of the ancients ! Ten galleries contain iahleaux

illustrative of the military achievements of the ki?\g. AVe i-ecog

nize the nationalities of prisoners of war, thouif-h the pictures were

made three thousand years ago. Among them are Libyans, Ara-

bians, and Ethiopians. How curious it if. to find among the captives

the Philistines, w4io so long maintained war with the Israelites

!

1 legend over the head of each |)risoncr gives his name. Ambition

:<eenis to have done little else but r('i)eat itself since the time of

Rameses. One picture exhibits a basket filled with the hands of

prisoners, which were cut off on the battle-field, and brought to the

kiiiij as trophies. This practice, though it antedates by far the Xorth-

Anicriean custom of scalping the deceased enemy, is akin to it.

The Rameseum was for Egypt what the triumphal arch of Adrian

was for Rome, what the Arc de Triomphe is for France. Here is

the speech which one of tiie Egyptian gods addresses to a victorious
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cliiet': '' I turn my tiice to the north, and I sec Pha3niL'ia lying at

your feet; it is my will that the natives bring you their bilver, their

gold, and their precious stones. I look eastward, and I see Arabia

furnishing you witli ])erfunii\s, rare woods, and fruits. 1 turn inv

face to the west, and I conunand the inliabitants of Libya to render

you their homage."

Wherein does the Trumbull Gallery in the rotunda of the Caii-

itol at Wasliington differ from the ten triumphal galleries of the

Rameseum '{

A gigantic statue of tlie great Rameses at full length, ami

scarcely less majestic than Memnon, has been shaken from its base

and broken into massive fragments, its face upward, and half burieil

in the sand. What a prototype is this of the overthrow of tiio

C'olonne Vendome and the gigantic imperial statue M'hich crowned

it in the late revolution in France

!

While Memphis was the capital of ancient Egypt, Thebes was

the chosen seat of science and religion. It was an ornamental eitv,

the pride of the Egyptians. We do not, indeed, find hero all that

Homer describes, but we are not at liberty to regard his des(vi|>titni

of Thebes as an exaggeration. Certainly the kings and thoiieoplc

who raised Karnak and Luxor, the Memnoniimi, the Kameseunuuni

tlie Pyramids, the Sphinx and the tombs of the kings and (jueens.

may well be believed to have had the necessary wealth, strou;.'th.

and taste, to surround (ho city of their pride with a wall wliicli was

])ierced with a hundred gates, and to >end from each gate two iiiin-

dred knights and two hundred chariots.

Medeenet Ilaboo teaches an important lesscm. This ancient

temple was, until lately, completely buried under a mean and

wretched Arab village. In the process of excavation, not nuly !hr

original Egyptian temple was found, but a Christian clinich, with

]iillars, coi'iiices, architraves, chancel, and oratorio, on Grecl< niudel?.

The penury of (irecian architecture compared with the majesty

the ancient Egyptian was never so etfectually illustrated, ilie

umns of Osiris are sixtv I'ect hiifh and thirtv-^i\ fctt in dianut"!',

and, w ith their lotus-leaved capitals, fill an area ol an a>'rc. The

Christian church is crowded within a (puaiter of that area. It?

(II
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We have tinished our survey jf Thebes, we have noticed the

devastation made by the Persian, the Greek, the Roman, the Chris-

tian, and the Arab, and how much, after all, remains i It is safe

to predict that, when every civil and religious edifice now exist-

ing in Europe or the United States shall have tallen to the earth,

the already dilapidated monuments of Egypt will have undergone

scarcely a perceptible change.

C.M'ITAI.K OF Cnl.lMNC AT KrtNHII.



CHAPTER VII.

ESNEIl, KDFOV, ASSOUAN, AND VUILjE.

Thr Coiitic ronvcnts.—Youssef and his Donkey.—Our Steumcr nground.—The Ruins of

Ksiieii.—Thi' Ti'iiipie of Edt'ou.— Assouun.— Its Surprising Activity.—Its Alrican

V' jmliiiion.—Tlie Aiii'ient Quarries.—Philie and thi- Cataracts of the Nile.—A Mon-

ument of the First Frencli Hepublic.

Esneh, May ^\st.—If time would allow, it would be an interest-

ing task to visit the Coptic convents which are found in small and

poor villages on the desert verge. Their history is a touchitig one.

They were founded as a refuge for the Coptic Christians fnun a

decree of the Emperor Diocletian, and they were again soiiyht ib

an asylum by the Copts—who nad become Christians, m hen driven

away by the Mussulman conquerors from their liomo at Medeemt

Ildboo. Their present tenants are represented as being very poor.

and as retaining of Christianity little more than a ritual of tlie early

Church.

The courteous governor and the hospitable consul took leave of

us at a late hour on the night of the 19th, with good wishes for the

voyage we were about to resume. Our favorite English-speaking

donkey-boy, Youssef, petitioned us to take him with us to tlie

United States, but he depends on his vocation to support his wid-

owed mother. We raised steam and cast off from the bank at day-

light, ])assed P^dfou witliout stopping, but either our pilot was at

ftxult, or sand-bars had suddenly changed. We came to a dead stop,

Sultan Pacha, at that moment, coming down the river with liis
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gtearacr of lighter draught, tl'vew us a ropo, and drew ua over tho

obstructions. So wo fixed our stake on the bank at Esnoh. It is a

small village, whose principal occupation it is to coal tho govern-

ment steamers. There is here an Egyptian temple, which is

approached closely at high water. We, however, were obliged to

traverse a sandy plain, a mile wide, under tho noonday sun. The

ruins, like those of Medeenet Ildboo, were buried beneath an Arab

village, a part of which still remains. Only the great hall of the tem-
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pie has been excavated. Unfortunately, this chamber is discolored by

smoke; doubtless it was used ignominiotisly by the Arabs. The

spectator is struck by seeing on the ceiling a perfect table of the

zodiac, in which all the circumferential emblems are identical with

those of our own tables of the constellations, excepting Cancer, the

Crab, which resembles the scarabaius or sacred beetle. The ancient

Eiryptian ornamentation of the great hall has given place to more

modern embellishments—among them the shields of the Roman

Emperors Claudius, Doinitian, Septimus Severus, Commodus, and
42
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Caracalla. The bass-reliefs and sculptures are in a low style of art,

showing a great decline in sculpture and painting after the Persian

and Greek conquest, but these faultb are redeemed by the sui-pass-

ing beauty of the columns. They prove that, for a time at least,

Egyptian architecture improved under the Grecian chisel. There

are twenty-five of these columns, each with an exquisite capital,

but no two alike. The lotus is the principal ornament of all of

them, and is treated at every stage of its development. Doubtless

the religious ideas of the Egyptians underwent a modification, after

the Grecian conquest, not unlike their principles of art.

Edfou, May 22d.
—
"We reached Edfou last night, and were wel-

comed by bonfires which extended a mile along the river-bank.

"We hastened through the little village, to explore the celebrated

temple. Its excavation has been one of the most successful achieve-

ments of the Khedive. A dozen years ago, men dwelt, horses

travelled, bread was baked, and goods were sold, on its roof; and,

if the Arab ever planted trees around his dwelling, their roots

would have effected an entrance into the sacred chambers of tlie

gods. Like the temple at Dendera, it has an immense propylteuni,

and a vast number of chambers. The whole, happily, is so well

preserved, that an architect finds no difficulty in reproducing the

original plan and arrangement. So Edfou serves as a key to many

ruined tc nples which, like Karnak, have been unintelligi'^lc. This

temple bears the signature of the architect, which, in justice to

him, we transcribe

:

" EY-EM-nOTEP OEB-SI-PnTAn."

(Imouthosis, Grandson of Phtah.)

Like the temple at Esneh, this one at Edfou is modern. It was

begun by Ptolemy Philopater 204 b. c, and completed with decora-

tions only in 34 b. c. Our discontent, at finding ourselves in a tem-

ple only two thousand years old, was relieved when we went into

the sanctum sanctorum, and found a huge vault or chest cut out ot

one solid block of granite, and which was the depository of the

mysterious emblems of the temple which^ in earlier and happier



ASSOUAN. 555

)w style of art,

ter the Persian

by the sui-pasi?-

I time at least,

chisel. There

:quisitc capital,

ament of all of

jnt. Doubtless

)dification, after

art.

it, and were wel-

the river-banlj,

e the celebrated

iccessful achievc-

2n dwelt, horsed

on its roof; and,

lling, their roots

chambers of the

ense propylffiwni,

ippily, is 60 well

reproducing the

.8 a key to many

telligiMc. This

:h, in justice to

lodern. It was

Led with dccora-

Irselves in a tera-

kn we went into

Idlest cut out of

Lpository of the

[or and happier

times, had covered the site of the modern structure. This vault

bears ar inscription which cites that it was wrought into its present

shape at the quarry by order of King Nectanebus, who flourished

three hundred and fifty years before this temple was built. The

dimensions of the temple are : width, one hundred and thirty-one

feet ; depth, two hundred and thirty-six feet. The ornamentations

are of the same general character as those at Dendera, consisting

mainly of representations of sacred ceremonies and mythological

devices. The work is not less elaborate, and the coloring, owing

perhaps to the excavation being new, is as fresh and bright as if

put on yesterday. Betts Bey's illumination of this wonderful hall

by blue lights was the most magnificent pyrotechnic exhibition that

can be imagined.

Assouan, Marj 22d.—Tlie river above Edfou contracts to the

width of one thousand feet. The sedgy deserts become precipitous

banks, and you can step upon the rocks on either side from the

boat. So we notice that wc are nearing the cataract. Though the

desert is now so solitary and desolate, the caverns, excavated in

terraces, indicate that, in some way, a vast population once filled

this narrow, forbidding strait. Many of the caves exhibit the

hieroglyphics associated by the ancients with their tombs. Others

seem to have been used as dwellings. One of them has, in a recess,

a poor and coarse sculpture of their gods in one statue, but the

faces are so mutilated that no expression can be detected. And
now, when we have come aboard again, the river has lost its monot-

onous and gloomy aspect. The Libyan Desert, rising into loftier

crests, crowds the river as below, but the Arabian Desert sinks and

retreats, and leaves at its base a strip of land covered in succession

with rich fields of water-melons, rice, Indian-corn, and orchards of

date-palms, alternating with groves of flowering acacias. Tlie isl-

and of Elephantina, very small, divides the river, and shuts out

both its upper branches from the view. Elephantina is the only

green island which the Nile contains. The river on either side is

hidden by projecting promontories, and we come to rest in a calm

bay, which seems to be the fountain of the Nile. We sweep through
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this, and approach, on the eastern shore, the small town of Assouan

built in the sands, and seeming to be a part of the desert itself.

Assouan is at the foot of the portage around the cataract, and

exhibits an activity as sui^prising as that at Cheyenne or Onuilia.

But there is no resemblance in the articles of connncrce or the

merchants, the trade or the traders, in any other country. Instead

of warehouses, there are open bins, filled with dates and other

tropical fruits, elephants' teeth, ostrich-feathers, palm-oil, lion-skins

and tiger-skins, odoriferous and medicinal gums, the barks of trees

for bales, tomahawks with ebony handles, lances, and poisoned

arrows. Stores of rude pottery, and other cheap domestic utensils,

from Alexandria and Cairo, are gathered here in other bins, to

exchange for the southern products mentioned. The stores of

either kind are without locks or bars, or watchmen, and, if protected

at all from the sun, it is only by awnings stretched above them.

All this merchandise is now awaiting the flood, which will allow

small boats to pass over the rocky ledges of the cataract. The little

harbor is filled with pretty vessels of light burden, among which

the gay dahaheah everywhere flaunts its striped lateen-sails. On

the brown mountain-top which overhangs the town are seen the

fortifications of Arabian conquerors, earlier than Saladin. Though

deserted and neglected for so many centuries, they seem capable of

reconstruction with a little time and cost. But Assouan is rendered

even more interesting by the diversity and strangeness of its popula-

tion, than by its desert location, the verdant Elephantina, its quaint

shipping, and its barbaric commerce. No sooner do we pass the

Nubian border, than a different race from that of Lower Egypt

presents itself. The inhabitants are black, neithc* tawny nor olive,

but shiny black. A few Arabs are seen, but they are manifestly

inferior, and servile to the Nubians ; the habitations are African,

built of the palm, the bamboo, and the cane. The sand of the

desert is the floor. Assouan is more African even than Aden.

But here, as elsewhere, superior races hold prominence in eomiaerce.

Many of the merchants are Berbers, Abyssinians, and Libyans,

while the laboring population is gathered from the savage tribes

of interior Africa. These people are quite uncivilized, although
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commercial habits have made them peaceful and docile. They

know as little of the world below Elephantina as they know of

their own history. They wonder at the decline of the innocent and

remunerative slave-trade, and still furtively pursue it against all

interdictions and remonstrance. The price of an African hand-

maid, in an Arabian family, is sixty dollars. Her children inherit

equally with those of the lawful wife.

We waited until sunset, and then, mounting camels, made our

way through narrow, circuitous, unpaved, sandy lanes, crowded on

either side by bazaars, coifee-houses, mosques, Coptic chapels, and

mud-houses, with barricaded doors and latticed windows. Emerg-

ing upon the desert, through the widest city gate ever seen, we

came into a Mohammedan cemetery, five or six miles in circum-

ference. It is the only cer^etery we have ever seen from which

every cheerful association of Nature is excluded. It has neither

tree, shrrb, plant, nor flower—neither sod nor soil—but only the dry

sands of the desert, deposited by winds during thousands of years.

The graves arc (or might be) excavated with the human hand, with-

out an implement. The excavation consists of removing so much

sand as will leave the dead body on a level with the surface of the

plain, and the sand is heaped upon it. Each grave is marked by a

small, rough stone, usually without inscription. Some fomilies

have more ambitious monuments. They build a tomb above the

sand, open at the sides. Intermen', is made by removing the sand

beneath, and restoring it when tht remains have been thrust in.

Travellers say that the sirocco often uncovers the graves, rendering

the air pestilential. "We were spared such hideous experiences.

Leaving the cemetery behind us, we rose some fifty or sixty feet

above a ledge of the desert, and stood in the ancient granite quar-

ries of Assouan. The plain is strewed with massive surface stones,

which covered the quarry, and were rolled down the hill-side by

some mechanism of more power than we can now conceive. At a

height of five hundred feet above the river-bed, we found the

smooth bed of the quarry of red granite from which the walls of

the chambers of the Pyramids, and the columns of the Temples of

Memphis, Thobcs, and Dendera, were taken. From here, also, were
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quarried the sarcophagi and statues found in every part of Egypt

and all, or nearly all, of the obelisks which grace European capitals,

as well as Heliopolis, Luxor, and Karnak. It is almost onoiigli to

make one fancy that the Egyptians were a Titanic race, wlien

standing in this quarry, and contemplating that, three thousand

four thousand, five thousand years ago, they hewed, without the

aid of steam or gunpowder, the solid mountain into shapes of gi-an-

deur and ornament, with scarcely more time, labor, and cost, than

ar^ now expended in framing smaller forms of wood! After con-

tinuing for four thousand years a scene of active industry, the quar-

ries became silent and solitary all at once. We understand there

is no record of the erection of any obelisk in Egypt subsequent to

the period of the Roman conquest. We left our uncomfortable

camels, and climbed up the sides of an obelisk, that had been exca-

vated and nea;ly hewn into shape when the quarry was abandoned,

and which Las remained exactly in the same condition since. It

measures seventy feet in length. Except at the apex, dctaclied

from the native rock on three sides, it is completely chiselled, and

ready for polishing. The holes in the rock, on cither side, can ho

seen, which received the wedges used in splitting off the external

masses. We recalled here an inscription found on the great obelisk

at Kai'nak. It recites that the monument was excavated at tliese

quai-ries of Assouan, finished, conveyed to Karnak, and erected on

its base there, all within the period of two hundred and ten days.

What was the intended destination of this obelisk at Assouan?

Why was it left unfinished ? Probably an invasion demanded that

all subjects of the state should rush to its defence. It is always a

sorry and a sad sight to contemplate any great work that has been

abandoned incomplete. We wonder that the people of the United

States can endure tho sight of the unfinished monument of Wash-

ington at the capital. But it is infinitely more sad to see a ruin,

the construction of which was arrested by a blow that not only

arrested that work, but arrested forever the stream of national life.

It is with thoughts something like the^e that one looks over the

marble blocks which were just being chiselled to repair the Forum

of Pompeii, when the city itself was buried in a night, by the ashes
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from Vesuvius. Historians try to show us how such prodigious

labor was possible in ancient Egypt. Tliey conjecture tliat t\\&

Pharaohs were despots, and that tho quarries of Assouan were a.

prison. But these conjectures are unsatisfactory. Despotism and

penal imprisonment have at some time prevailed in nearly every

country on earth, but Egypt is the only country that has built

pyramids and excavated obelisks. Devotional affection was the

strongest in the earliest ages. These Egyptian monuments are the

expressions of reverence to the gods. There will be no occasion

hereafter for mankind to produce such gigantic utterances in stone.

Christian faith and reverence can express a higher and purer devo

lion to the Great jr by the use of types of lead and a printing-press.

The savants who accompanied Bonaparte's army into Egypt re-

port that there wore then two temples on the island of Elephantina

—one facing down tho Nile, and called the " Temple of the North ;

"

one looking upward, and called the " Temple of the South." These,

together with a nilometer, have been entirely swept away by inun-

dations. There is still remaining there a statue of Osiris, with a

date inscribed on it three thousand one hundred years ago.
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Phike, May 23(?.—We left our boat, with the other shipping at

Assouan, at dawn this morning, and came, as usual, mounted on

donkeys and camels, through the desert, to this place—the upper

verge of the cataract. Our way was over rocky hills and through

equally desolate ravines, whose only shade is the naked, overhang-

ing mountain-sides ; nor is there on the whole way a single green

leaf or blade of grass. An Austrian mission has erected a plain

and comfortable edifice here, on the bank of the river, eight miles

above Assouan, and facing Philae. This is the customary terminus

of the voyage of all travellers on the Nile, as it is of ours. We
find here a curious proof that the ancient Egyptians regarded a

voyage up the Nile as gratifying an achievement as it is esteemed

by us. The granite rocks here are covered with inscriptions, re-

citing their success in making the great voyage. Some were con-

tent with simply registering their names. William Freeman regis-

tered his name in the same modest way. One ambitious tourist
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engraved himself, in intaglio, reverentially worshipping the gods

of the cataract 1 The same rocks, curiously enough, contain ac-

counts inscribed by Egyptians, by generals, princes, and kings, of

their successful expeditions against Ethiopia. The cataract of the

Nile has its parallel in many coun'.ries—the volume of a vast river

broken, as it descends to a lower level, by green islands and barren

rocks. Such are Sault Ste. Marie, the falls of St. Anthony, the falh

of the Mohawk, and many fallii on the Upper Iludson and the Po-

PIITLiE.

tomac. But the cataract of the Nile has a grandeur surpassing all

these, in the stern setting of the beautiful picture in a framework

of impassable deserts. Out of the midst of the dashing toirent

rises the beautiful island of Philse. The whole island, a quarter of

a mile long, and scarcely more than two hundred feet wide, is

^jicturesquely crowned with graceful temples and colonnades. The

sites of these structures were chosen by artistic eyes. In this re-

spect, Philee stands alone. Ever_»' colonnade and ever) j^ate-way was

evidently built with a view to excite the traveller's imagination as he
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miglit approach tho sacred island. Tho firm and lofty bases of the

tumple seem like a solid wall encircling its entire area. The base,

at the same time, serves as a quay for the mooring of the boats of

visitors, and affords them chambers to rest in before entering the

temple. Thti architecture of Philoe is not, like all the ruins we

have seen, puioly or chiefly Egyptian. The ancient Egyptians only

began it. It was completed by tho Greeks after Alexander, who

were content to improve Egyptian models without destroying them

or substituting their own. Hence there is a delicacy and grace of

execution in tho ruins of Philte that is not seen in other Egyptian

temples. The ruins give us some intercKting modern historical in-

formation. Near the close of the fourth century, as every one

reads, the Emperor Theodosiut. of th^ Eastern Empire, issued an

edict at Constantinople, by which he proscribed and abolished the

ancient Egyptian religion. Among the inscriptions in the temples,

recording the visits of travellers there, are those of priests of that

religion who performed here their rites in honor of Isis and Oeiris

sixty yeais after tho promulgation of the decree. There is a tablet

in the propyloeum of the Temple of the East, on which is carefully

engraved

:

" L'an 6 de la r^publique, le 13 Messidor, une armee Fran§aise,

eommandee par Buonaparte, est descendue ^ Alexandrie ; I'armee

ayant mis vingt jours apres, les Mrmolukes en fuite aux pyramides,

Dessaix, commandant la premiere division les a poursuivi au-deld

des cataractes, oil il ?st arrive le 13 Ventose, de l'an 7." '

How curious that almost the only monument which tho French

Republic of '93 has left is this one, which records a great foreign

achievement of a hero who defended it only to subvert it ! How
prone unsophisticated nature is to exaggerate the marvellous !

Mariette Bey quotes a French traveller of the age >f Louis XIV.

as saying that the thunders of the cataract of the Nile deafen the

' TnANSLATiON.—" On the 13th Measidor of the year 6 of the republic " (July 3, 1799),

"the French nriny, commanded by Bonaparte, landed at Alexandria. At the Pyr-

amiils, twenty days later, the Mamelukes having been put to flight by the army, Dessaix

eonimaiuling the first division, pursued them abov. the cataract, where he arrived on the

13tli Ventose of the year 7 " (March 5, 1800).
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inhabitants for miles around. Mr. Soward rcineinbers to have seen

on an old English map a piL'tui*o of Niiigura Falls, with a note under

it saying, " These falls aro a quarter of a mile high 1 " Having

made these profoiud critical reflections, we descend the Grand

Quay and go on board a dahabeah, to make our way through the

foaming rapids and the roaring eddies and whirlpools to our Croco-

dile, which awaits us at Assouan, and at this moment an incident

occurs which is worth recording, if for no other reason than that of

its instructions in economy. "We see a native man and woman

emerge from the magnificent classic colonnade at the water's edge

of the island, plunge into the rushing river, and make their way

directly across to the Libyan coast. They have taken off all their

clothing and heaped it in solid parcels on their heads, while they

walk securely through the wild and dangerous rapids. This is, in-

deed, the customary form of ferriage on the Nile. It has often

amused us to see a river-boat, which has come up from Cairo

freighted with natives, stop, and, without boat or plank, deliver its

passengers in the middle of the river. The passenger puts his lug-

gage on his head, and leaps into the river, saying, philosophically

and cheerfully : " If it is my kismet " (fate), " I shall perish ; if not,

I shall reach the bank."

If we have turned our backs reluctantly upon the Mountains of

the Moon and the sources of the Nile, we must console onrselvcs

with the reflection that we have seen regions which neither Alex-

ander, nor Julius Csesar, nor Genghis Khan, nor Tamerlane, nor

apostolic prophet, nor Columbus, nor Napoleon, nor Magellan, nor

Vasco do Gama, ever explored.
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Thebes^ May 24<A.—Wo fastened here at Luxor, this afternoon.

Sultan Pacha, the governor, and the United States vice-consul, were

on the wharf to welcome us back. While Mr. Seward entertained

these former dignified personages on board, the vice-consul eon-

ducted the ladies to his little harem. His domestic establishment,

coarse and plain, is in striking contrast with this loyal representa-

tive's pretentious official residence, at which wo were so sumptu-

ously dined on our way up the river. On reaching the door, the

ladies ascended, by a very narrow, steep, and not particularly clean

flight of stairs, to the house-top ; where, it being after sunset, they

sat during their visit, without protection. The furniture of the

room consisted of a bed and two chairs. An African handmaid

was in attendance. Presently the wife of the consul, a slender,

middle-aged woman, came up the stairs, veiled, and neatly dressed

iu deop black, with heavy silver bracelets and bangles. She re-

ceived our salutation timidly, remained standing, and presented

her three pretty, olive-skinned children—one boy and two girls.

The ladies turned to the consul and said, " But you told us you had

but one child \
" He answered, " I have but one boy ; we do not
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count girls." Tlio mother entirely ngrcod with him, and cxiircsHcd

her niortiHcution, in Arabic, that two oi' the children hliouKl he ho

perverse as to belong t(» the interior sex ! This woman huH no

responsibility except tlio caro of her children. The visit, l)ciiij,' one

of ceremony, ended with coHee, chibouques, and sherbets, i)iou;,'lit

by the handmaiden from the consul's house. We retire to rest liy

the light of the Southern Cross, the last time that koou, if pi'i'lmiirt

over, it shall spread its light for us, though wo have many scan yet

to navigate, and many lands yet to explore, before we reach our

home.

lieni-Ifassnn, May 2Hth.—Wo Bteamcd down the river from

Thebes on the morning of the SHtb, having for the last soinid tliuic

the sharp report of the vice-consul's musket firing a national salute;

and, for the last sight, the flags of the United States, Urazil, and

Egypt, ^\aving from a staff high above the colunms, walls, and

obelisks of Karnak ami Luxor. Wo stopped for coal at Keiiueli, ii

lively, connnercial Arab town, and the seat of tho manufacture of

the porous earthen pottery used throughout Kgyj^t for cooling and

daritying tho JMlo-water. Roads across tho Arabian Desert ex-

tend this trade by caravans to Persia, and tho banks of tho Euplini-

tes and Tigris. European governments have consulates here,

which are tilled by wealthy Arab merchants. The German consid,

of the same class, entertained us in a residence so stately that it

would not ill become a foreigner, resident in Cairo. AV^e coaled

again at Siout, went ashore at Rodah, and visited the inunonse su-

gar refinery there, tho private property of tho Khedive. Sugar is

tho principal staple of Upper Egyj)t, while Lower Egyj)! prodiues

none. Tho viceroy is tho principal producer and manufacturer

for the whole country. The cano ii. brought to Rodah in boats

from various plantations, which contain in the aggregate ninety

thousand acres. The machincrv is of British manufacture, and

equal to the best in Cuba. When we compare the extensive culti-

vation on the banks, and the activity of trade on the river, as we

approach Cairo, with the sterility and desolation of the banks at

the cataract, this return-voyage, down the Nile, seems to us like a
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icturn from n H(»jo»irn in tlio "valley of tho fihadow of death" to

the land (»f tho livlnj^. The dortortw on either tside, with their

umuiitaiii-eroHtH, recede gradually from tho hankH ; and the valley,

largely covered with date-orchardn und Migar-eane, wears u greeii-

nm which hIiowh that wo have left tho tropics behind us to come

iifTiiin into tho temperate zone. Small as tho range of man ufaeturo

;md local trade is, thu itduihitunts aro intelligent and active, in

striking contrast to tho people of tho Upper Nile. Sidtun Pacha,

with his steamer, has kindly acted as convoy to tho Crocodile, and,

wiicnever we have stopped, wo have shared tho honors which ii

niiuiile and subjugated people sliow him. At every landing, boats

(lidiarge their freights of delicious wiitermclons, ua presents or for

taxes in kind, on his deck, and tho Hnest of them socm find their

way to ours. Nothing could be more acceptable in this dry, hot

cliniiite.

Mi'mphiK, Tuesdny, Mtnj 30M.—Our last day on the Nile! The

downward voyage has been made without other accident than \xn

oicacional running high and dry on sand-banks, from which wo

were hauled otf sometimes by our noisy Arab crew, sometimes by

our steady convoy. The Pyramids of Dashur, far distant from tho

bank, though in full view from tho river, then those of Sakkara

next seen, beckoned to ua to stop and take a survey of ancient

Memphis. Our approach to Cairo was made known to us by the

grim towering points of Ghizeh.

A citizen of Chicago would think it labor lost in visiting this

renowned ancient capital. It is so soon done for. h s we advance

inward from the valley of the Nile toward the desert, wo pass some

irroijular black knolls, which are covered with clumps of date-

palms. On tho surface of these hillocks we saw, here and there,

not bowlders, but blocks of hewn granite, no one stone lying on

another. Occasionally the knoll, having been partially cut away

for a;;ricultural purposes, reveals a heap of broken bricks. In a

sunken ditch, now dry, but which is filled by the Nile when at

flood, lies prostrate, Avitli face downward, a monolith statue of Ra-

nicses II., usually identified as the great Sesostris. Its whole
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height was sixty feet. TIio stone is a flinty liinestoiio. It ^vas

nine in tlie morning when we arrived off the accepted bito. The

bank is a phiin six or seven miles wide, crossed by canals of irriira.

tion in all dirc^ions, and huge portions of it are subject to annual

irundation. The current being very strong, wo found neither

Wiiarf nor anchorage, nor even a place for mooring. We, there-

fore, turned ab-^ut and passed up the river to a convenient cove used

for a ferry. Crossing the plain, we left behind us the river windiin'

between fertile plains ; below ns Beni-IIassan ; opposite, on the

right bank, a Coptic corveiit, and an abandoned line of military

signal-stations ; the view bounded on the north by Old Cairo and

the citadel, here only just visible. Two or three miles before us,

on the plain, a modern Egyptian town, with the Arabic name of

Myt-Rahyneh, nestling among dry sand-hills ; in the distance tiie

Pyramids of Sakkara, seeming to cluster against the horizon with

those of Ghizeh. The officiency of the Khedive's government was

shown by the promptness with which, in compliance with a dis-

patch which Betts Bey sent from Beni-IIassan, twenty or thirty

men appeared, with chairs and donkeys, to meet us. We rested at

Myt-Rahyneh long enough to reorganize our train, and partake of

sherbet and coffee under some acacias, which protect the only well

in ^he village, and then resumed our way across the level plain,

ovci" cultivated fields, and crossing the canals on bridges fur a dis-

tance of four miles, when we reached the squalid hamlet of Sak-

kara.

It was near sunset when we embarked, leaving behind us for-

ever t..: city of Memphis—Memphis, founded by Mencs, the home

of the authors of civilization ; the builders of the Pyramids, the

kings who knew, and the kings who knew not Joseiih ! Memphis,

•whose sedgy bank was the cradle of Moses, whose council-ehanibcrs

heard the warnings of the prophet of Israel, and the denunciations

of the divine plagues ! Memphis, from whose walls issued the

chariots and horsemen which ^v'ere lost in the pursuit of the Israel-

ites through the waters of the Red Sea ! As we reflect upon tlic

monuments we have seen to-day of the senseless worship of bulls,

bir<l8, crocodiles, and hippopotami, the mockery alike of religion
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and of knowledge, we wonder less than ever t' the first and

chief instruction which Moses the deliverer conveyed to his people

was, " Thou shalt have no other gods before me." The time had

come when the world needed that command. Perha])s the expe-

rience of the proneness of jnankind to disregard it may be the ex-

planation of the severity of the discipline by which it has pleased

the great Lawgiver of the Universe to enforce that command. He
has cut off the nations that have refused it

:

" Thus saith the Lord God ; I will destroy the idols, and I will

cauivc their images to cease out of Noph '' (Memphis) ; " and there

shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt : and I will put a

fear iu the land of Egypt.''

Cairo, Man Z\%t.—Wo came to the wharf by moojilight, at ten

o'clock last night. Carnages were waiting to convey us through

the streets of Cairo, of which every mosque was illuminated, and

merry crowds of natives were assembled at the fountains and

shrines. It was the bi.thday of Mohammed—the day on which

the pilgrims returned from Mecca arc publicly received by the

Khedive, and honored w'ith religious ceremonies at the mosques.

We passed at the base of tbe citadel the public square, where, a

few hours before, the sheik of the Great Mosque, mounted on a

heavy charger, had ridden over a long pavement of prostrate devo-

tees, without inflicting, as they allege, a fracture, a bruise, or even

a pain. At eleven o'clock we were again at our residence in the

Kasr-Nudzha after an excursion of nineteen days, during which no

danger was experienced, no disappointment incurred, and no want,

either of comfort or luxury, unsupplied.

Mr. Seward's first desire this morning was an audience of the

Khedive, in which he might make his acknowledgments to his

princely host for this rich experience. But they have politics in

Eirypt as elsewhere. Tbj Khedive went yesterday morning to

Alexandria. Speculation is rife as to the reason of his journey,

and as to the probable length of his absence—some saying that he

is summoned to Constantinople, where he may be poisoned, and

tbe most hopeful agreeing that he will not return to Cairo for
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several weeks. He was attended by his harem and the Princess

Valide, who, gossip says, always makes his coffee for him on lijs

journeys, and gives it to him with her own hands, to guard iii-ainst

possible attempts at poisoning. He has kindly left instructions for

receiving Mr. Seward at Alexandria. #

June 4th.—A very free conversation between a distinguished

pacha and Mr. Seward at dinner to-day disclosed a discouraging po-

litical situation in Egypt. The pacha thinks that foreign states

ought to discuss directly with the Egyptian Government all ques-

tions of mutual interest, instead of treating with the Turkish Gov-

ment at Constantinople. Mr. Seward said :
" The Egyptian Gov-

ernment must go deeper into the matter of internationnl law than

this. At present, the relations of Egypt, as well as of the whole

Turkish Empire, to the Christian nations are provisional, somewhat

of the nature of those established by an armistice on the battle-

field. The Mohammedan states have neglected or refused to ac-

cept the laws of nations as matured by the Christian states. The

European states consent to remain at peace with the Mohammedan

states, but only on the condition that the latter shall exercise no

jurisdiction or authority over the persons or property of subjects

of Christian countries. Every foreigner, therefore, residing in

Egj'pt, whether English, French, German, Greek, or American, in-

vokes in his own behalf the intervention of his own government,

and submits himself only tc its judgments when complaint is

made against him by the Egyptian Government. Foreigners pay no

taxes, and render no military services ; and yet trade, art, and manu-

factures, sucn as you have, seem almost exclusively in their hands.

This condition is unsatisfactory to the Khedive and to the states-

men of Egypt. I learn this, not only from your own conversation,

but from the fact that the Khedive has organized a legislature, and

has instituted negotiations with the Western powers for the estab-

lishment of a mixed foreign and native judiciary, to have charge

of questions in which foreigners are concerned. I'ut I do not

learn that the Ottoman Porte, to which Egypt is a tributary, pvni-

pathizes at all with the Khedive in his very reasonable aspirations.



THE DELTA. 569

The reason probably is, that the Ottoman Porte finds its best se-

curity against foreign dangers in its compliance with the will of the

dominant European powers. On their part, these powers cannot

maintain a policy of protection toward Turkey except by insisting

upon the existing stipulations. It does not become me to speculate

liere on questions which affect the relations of Egypt to the Turk-

ish Empire. I am here the guest of both, but I may be allowed to

Bay that what I think Egypt most needs is the opening of the coun-

try to Europeans and Christians for cultivation, and a compulsory

system of education of the whole mass of children of both sexes,

native and foreign, by which, in no very long time, Egypt will raise

a class who will be capable of carrying on trade, banking, manufac-

tories, internal improvements, and military instruction, as well as

of exercising the other occupations which are now chiefly filled by

foreigners. The system of education thus to be established ought

to be built up as fast and as far as possible on the principles of the

Western nations. Until this is done, I see little hope for the

emancipation of Egypt from its double thraldom ; first, to the Otto-

man Porte ; and, second, through the dependency of the Ottoman

Porte, to the Christian nations of Europe. This prospect will

seem to yon distant, but rivalries between the European states are

inevitable, and I think that you will find some one or more of them

always willing to favor measures which tend to the advancement

of civilization in Egypt, and her admission into the family of inde-

pendent nations."

AUxandria, June Uh.—The Khedive's consideration contin-

ues. Leaving the pleasant Kasr-Nudzha, at eight o'clock in the

morning, we crossed the Delta in a special train, attended, as on

our entrance into Cairo, by Betts Bey and the United States con-

sul-general. What need is there to say here that just below Ileli*

opolis, while yet in the traditional land of Goshen, we crossed the

Damietta branch of the Nile ; that the Delta spreads out here to the

width of a hundred miles, so that, for the first time sin?e our arrival

in Egypt, we lose sight both of the Arabian Desert and of the des-

ert of Libya ; that we crossed, lower down, the Rosetta branch of
43
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the Nile, and that, as we approached the Mediterranean, we had a

view of the Mahmoud Canal, which carries the inland trade of

Alexandria ; and that later we traversed the shore of the now shal-

low Lake Mceris, thousands of years ago the bed of the Nile?

This vast and fertile plain, while it exhibits the usual assiduous

industry of the fellahs, at the same time shows some approximation

toward European customs and manners.

The site of Alexandria is naturally dry, stem, and sterile, as

forbidding as the deserts which form on either side of the Upper

Nile. But with the growth of commerce, in the course of two

thousand years, this forbidding African coast has assumed a cheer-

ful aspect. Irrigation has produced here rich gardens, groves, and

orchards. All the eminences, within the range of vision, are sur-

mounted by windmills, a ad the approaches to the city in every

direction are adorned with villas, in which Italian taste is pleas-

antly combined with the Oriental. On our right, towers the tall,

dark shaft of Pompey's pillar.

The Khedive's military staff received Mr. Seward at the station,

and attended him to the Hdtel cPAngleten^e, placed at his disposal

by direction of the Government. On our way, Mr. Seward re-

marked the great improvements which have taken place since he

was here in 1859, and pointed out the catacombs of the ancient

Egyptians in the high embankment, which have been exposed by

the cutting of streets directly through and over them. Our hotel

fronts the great public square, which on either side is lined with

palatial residences in the European style. It seems as if we had

already entered Europe, and left Egypt behind us. A throng of

fashionably-dressed Europeans are promenading, and French and

English equipages are frequent in the streets. The Italian opera

demands our immediate attendance on the opposite square, and

every thing shows us that at last, after ten months' travel anions

the semi-barbarous nations of the East, we have at last reached a

gay though exotic European city.

Jtine 6,'A.—A political day. Mr. Seward, this morning, had a

parting audience of the Khedive in his palace, on the island of Pha-
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ros, facing the sea. His highness evidently regards Alexandria as

a provincial residence, and g/atifies the people with a greater dis-

play of state pomp and ceremony than he customarily indulges in

at Cairo. The palace-gates were guarded, and its courts graced

with battalions of fine troops. The Khedive received Mr. Seward

with warm congratulations on his return, and made many kind

inquiries about his voyage up the Nile, which, at so late a season,

he had regarded with grave apprehensions. He hoped that, while

impressed by the wonderful antiquities of the country, Mr. Seward

would carry away from it a conviction that it is advancing in the

path of Western civilization as fast as under the circumstances

could be expected. He desired to know whether any thing remained

that he could do to render Mr. Seward's stay at Alexandria agree-

able. Mr. Seward told him there was nothing, but that he would

ask one parting favor, in addition to all the kindnesses he had re-

ceived. The Khedive promised to grant it before it was asked.

Mr. Seward said, " Betts Bey has been indefatigable in the care and

attention which he has bestowed upon us, but his service to your

highness is so diligent and constant that he never finds an oppor-

tunity for recreation. I learn from him that he has never seen Pal-

estine, whither I am going. He is a Christian, as I am, and a

pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre, once in his life, would make him

no more incapable of official service in a Mohammedan court. He
has not suggested a desire to accompany me, nor have I apprised

him of my intention to make this request, but 1 shall esteem it a

last and great favor, if you will direct that he may accompany me
to Jerusalem."

" Granted at once," said the Khedive. " Betts Bey deserves it,

and pilgriraage to holy places cannot but make us all better men,

ffhatevcf may be our religious belief."

Engaging Mr. Seward to advise him of his health and safety in

the further progress of his journey, and expressing an earnest de-

sire to visit him some time in the United States, the Khedive shook

lianda with Mr. Seward, and the latter took his leave. Arms were

presented as he retired and joined his party at the palace-gates.

Thence Mr. Seward proceeded to pay a visit to Lord Dalliug, late
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Sir Henry Bulwer, who is now on a visit to Egypt, and, like Mr.

Seward, a guest of the Khedive. Ho has his residence in a villa

on the canal, outside of the city-gates. This interview was a very

pleasant one. Sir Henry Bulwer was the British minister at

Washington during the administration of President Taylor, when
Mr. Seward was first entering upon his senatorial term. A cordial

friendship then grew up between them, in consequence of their

mutual efforts to secure the so-called " Clayton-Bulwer Treaty

"

which, with a view to transcontinental communication across the

Isthmus, stipulated the independeuce of tha Central-American re-

publics. The two statesmen compared notes very fully on the

attitudes of their respective Governments toward each other dur-

pompky'b pillar.
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ing the late civil war in the United States, and the late British

ambassador expressed his satisfaction at the result of the conflict,

as Mr. Seward did his hope for the firm establishment of the cor-

dial friendship between the two nations. Lord Dalling seems so

confirmed an invalid, that Mr. Seward asked, after leaving his

loi'lrihip, which of the two seemed most shattered with age and

infinnity.

Pompey's pillar, though at a distance it seems perfect, is gradu-

ally succumbing to the ravages of time. Why does not the British

Government remove the fallen "Cleopatra's Needle," which Me-

hemet All presented to it ? London would be none thu worse for

such an embellishment. If they shrink from the task of removing

it, why not restore the great ruler's gift to his successor ? We are

8ure that Ismail Pacha would make no delay in raising it on its

ancient pedestal in Alexandria, or even restoring it to its earlier

place at Heliopolis. Egyptian obelisks, thirty-three hundred years

old, are certainly too valuable, in modern times, to be buried in

the sand. They tell an amusing tale concerning this obelisk here.

An ambitious Alexandrian bought the land on which it lies, to

build upon. He cannot build without removing the obelisk. He
has three difficulties about removing it : first, it belongs to the

British Government ; second, it would cost more than the land is

worth to remove it ; third, he has no right to place it anywhere

else. They say he walks up to look at it every Sunday, and study

the problem, which still remains unsolved.

June 7th.—The American military officers of the Khedive's ser-

vice, in the magnificent gold-laced uniform of the Egyptian army,

called on Mr. Seward en masse, and it was a great satisfaction to

him to find one place, in going round the world, where the Ameri-

can agent, political or religious, expresses his entire content with

the govcrament of the country he resides in.

We have looked up and down the Mahmoud Canal, as well as

through the harbor of Alexandria, without finding the famous barge

of Cleopatra. The most ancient vessel we have found is the

Ariadne, Captain Marryat's vessel, on which he wrote " Jacob
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Fftitliful," and which is lying in the harbor, dismantled, and used

as a store-ship. Another historical naval relic in Alexandria Bay

is the ship Kesolution, in which Captain Cook made his last voyacc.

This hulk, of four hundred tons, now black and brown, is "seU a» a

coaling-ship by the Peninsular and Oriental steamers.

We have just returned from a visit to the Khedive's yacht—

a

sea-palace, moving with steam-engines and side-wheels; its bur-

den, three thousand tons; its spec^, seventeen miles an hour; its

armament, eight guns ; its naval crew, four liundred and iifty men

;

its staircases, of silver ; its floors, covered with Persian and Turkish

carpets ; its windows and beds, draped with satin brocade ; its im-

mense saloons, hung with mirrors, pictures, and chandeliers, the

finest that Paris could produce, and furaished with modern, lavish,

dazzling splendor. "What would not Plutarch have said to this?

With this ship Cleopatra could not only have brought Marl. Antony

safely away from Actium, but she could have won the battle for

hiin, which would have been better, and could have entertained

him more sumptuously even than in her famous barge.

Alexandria, founded by the Great Conqueror, whose name it

bears, after his death supplanting Memphis under the sway of tlie

Ptolemies, after its conquest by Julius Coesar emulating Rome

itself, and later becoming the school of Christianity in the East,

then eclipsed by Constantinople, and still later subjugated by the

Mussulman caliphs, broken down by their successors and restored

by Mehemet AH, still remains a great commercial city. It is the

entrepot of European commerce for Egypt and India. We are now

to see it undergo a still further trial. Will it be superseded by

Port Said, at the mouth of the Suez Canal ?

Port Said, June 9th.—Leaving Alexandria yesterday at four

o'clock, we resumed our voyage, always in sight of the Egyptian

coast. The bright light of Pharos reminded us that it was here

that the humane institution of this form of beacon for navigators

had its origin, in a structure on the same spot, deemed so remark-

able for its majesty and beauty by the ancients, as to be acce}.; A

by them as one of the "seven wonders of the worM."
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A customary exprcLsion of regret that the Alexandrian Library

was lost to the world, led Mr. Seward to say t.iat, perhaps, it is not

n total loss after all. Nine-tenths of all the books which arc written

ill tiio world are, more or less, transcripts of others that have been

written before. A great library is generally only a store-house of

material .x>r new books. It would be strange, indeed, if, one way

or another, any of the ideas which were recordea in the million

volumes of the Alexandrian Library are not .low extant in other

books. So a library lost is like the light of Pharos which was lost

—but not so utterly lost that it cannot be replaced.

In the course of the night we passed Rosetta, after Alexandria,

the chief port of entry of the Delta. A few hours later, rounding

easily and quietly into the smooth but capacious artificial harbor of

Port Said, we threw over an anchor, an experience which seemed

new to us, after our three weeks of tying to stakes on the banks of

tlie Nile.

The superintendent ot the Suez Canal, desirous that Mr. Seward

should examine the work at this terminus, as he had at the other,

kindly put a small steamer at our service, and, embarking on this

vessel with Mr. Page, United States consul, ^ d made an excursion

of ten miles through this part of the canal, which flows in a deep

channel, between high embankments faced with artificial stone,

aud is built through the middle of the shallow salt-lake Menzaleh.

It seemed to us that human patience and energy have never been

so severely tasked as in raising these firm and solid embankments

upon the oozy bed which had been saturated and soaked with the

slimy flood of the Nile, from a period, perhaps, earlier than the

beginning of the human race.

Port Said seems quite American. The site of the little town,

so recently recovered from the sea, is already divided and sub-

divided into streets and squares, and the universal topic of con-

versation is the eligibility of and price of city-lots. There is as

yet little indication of internal trade, but the repairing of shipping,

transshipment of passengers, and coaling of vessels, afford profitable

occupation to a population of ten thousand, among whom are found

some Germans, some Italians, but chiefly immigrants from the is-
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lands of tho Levant. We dined wi.-i» .0 consul, and walked throiiffU

the sandy streets, under a burning sun.

Wlience came the Egyptian people? IIow was it that they

erected and maintained so great and flourishing a state, conHtruct-

ing vaster and more enduring monuments than any other portion

tf the human race, and why after these marvellous achievcmenta

did they entirely cease to have a national existence ? These are

as great mysteries to the dwellers in Egypt now as they are to us.

We have already mentioned that an Arab told us that the Pyramids

and the Sphinx were the creation of genii in a single night, A
Copt, attending us at Dendera, asked us, as he surveyed the ruins

" Who were the people who raised these wonderful temples and

excavated these tombs? Whenca did they come, and whither

bave they gone i " We are not inclined to accept the idea that

the old Egyptians were like the Copts. The Copts of the pres-

ent day are men of dark skin, while all tho statuary and paint-

ings which so much excite our interest invariably represent and

describe the Egyptians as " red men." Certainly they were neither

negroes, nor Hindoos, nor Europeans—neither blacks nor whites,

like the blacks and whites of to-day. Doubtless, in the patriarchal

period, some tribes from the west of Asia, Arabia, perhaps Meso-

potamia and Syria, made their way into the valley of the Nile, and

instituted society there some centuries before the visit of Joseph

and his brethren. Isolated there, and yet exposed to invasion from

Libya and Ethiopia, as well as from Arabia, these tribes would

naturally consolidate themselves into a nation. Thus consolidated,

possessing a soil of unequalled fertility, they perfected and main-

tained Egypt as the great state of its time, for a period of several

thousand years. During this period they first conquered and then

mingled their blood with the African tribes of Ethiopia, now Nubia

and Libya. From this mixture probably descended the Copts, an

inferior race during the glory of Egypt, but who nevertheless

adhered longer to its religion and arts than any other part of the

population.

It is much easier to see how the Egyptian nation perished than

how it originated. They perfected their work ; they produced a
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rclij^ion which in all afijcs Bcoms to liavo been the first need of man-

kind, a state which was the second, science the third, and had com-

merce, literature, and arts, adequate to their own wants, if they

Imd remained isolated. But, by the time this was done, Assyria,

Persia, Syria, including Phoenicia, and especially Greece, had

pushed inquiry further, and had reached much higher results.

They established religions, states, commerce, and arts, which, al-

though in modern times they have all been found imperfect, were

nevertheless more solid and eftcctivo than those of the Egyptians.

The Egyptian system came into conflict successively with those new

and better ones. The work of destruction which the Assyrians

and Persians began was not stayed by their Greek and Roman suc-

cessors, and the Mohammedan invaders in the seventh and eighth

centuries, with their policy of conquest and propagandism by the

gword, completed the ruin of Egypt by a work of unsparing deso-

lation.

If there is any one fact in natural science that seems to us more

mysterious than another, it is that on some mountain-top, or in some

remote valley far away from and far above the everlasting ocean,

wo pick up a slate-stone in our path, and, breaking it, we find

within the distinct fossil imprint of a shell-fish of a species un-

known, or perhaps extinct. It is just so with ancient Egypt ; it

had a civilization which seems to have had no prototype, and can

have no reproduction.



CILVI'TER IX.

JERUSALEil.

A Levantine Coastlnf^-Steamcr.—Tlio Orcpn Fields of Sharon.—Jaffa.—Uanilcti.—Lydda.

—Rural Population.—First View of JeruHaleni.—Mr. Sownrd'n He(L'|itii)n,—Tlio

Sultan's Firman.—Church of the Holy Sepulchre.— Ucli>;ioii.>t Iiitolcrunce —Mouiii

Calvary.—The Via Dolorosa.—The Mosque of Omar.—The Mos(|uu El-Ak^a.

Jaffa, Jane %th.—Tbo eleventh month of our voyage of ciivnm-

navigation opens upon us in Palestine. A Levantine coastiiii,'-

steamer presents us with another peculiar phase of travel. E.xccpt

our party, there are neither Americans, nor English, nor Europciiiis.

All are natives of the towns of Syria, Palestine, the Greek Islaiul.^,

and Asia Minor. They are, in fact, a reproduction of tlie lietcio-

geneous multitude whom Peter addressed at Jerusalem on tlie diiy

of Pentecost, as far as the classifications of modern geography will

allow

:

" Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Meso-

potamia, and in Judea, and Cappadoeia, in Pontus, and Asia, Plirv-

gia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about (
y-

rcne, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretcs and Ara-

bians."

After being dazzled almost to blindness by the reflection of a

tropical sunlight from the glaring sand of the desert, it is gratet'ully

refreshing to look out upon the green fields of Sharon. ^Ir. Sew-

ard, who sojourned here a week under quarantine in 1850, indicated

from the deck the convent made forever historical by Bonaparte's
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alleged poisoning of his sick and disabled soldi -j^s to prevent their

falling into the hands of the Turks. He pointed out also the house

and grounds which are shown to travellers as the house of Simon

the tanner, and a rock into which has been inserted a large ring,

asserted to have been used for two verv different purposes: the

one for chaining Andromeda, and the other for holding Noah's

Ark in its place until he was ready to embark on his extraordinary

cruise.

Jaffa, though not after the European taste, is, nevertheless, a

handsome town, covering a rocky cliff, and overhanging the sea.

We cast anchor half a mile from shore, for there is no harbor, and

our eyes were immediately greeted with a sight of the " stars and

stripes " floating over a beautiful green suburb, two miles outside

the walls of Jaffa, and our ears with the intelligence that it was the

"American colony." A boat came promptly off the shore and put

on deck Mr. Benjamin Finkelstein, an attache of the consulate at

Jerusalem, who delivered to Mr. Seward a congratulatory letter

from Mr. Beardsley, the consul there. Mr. Finkelstein was accom-

panied by his own cavass, and also by an aide of the Turkish gov-

ernor of Jaffa. Although the breakers were running high, we

were transferred without danger or inconvenience on board a na-

tive surf-boat, and with much skill buoyantly carried over a rolling

sea near the shelving beach of the American colony. Here the

boatmen carried us severally on their shoulders, and our feet were

safely planted on the Syrian shore. Detachments of Turkish cav-

alry and infantry received Mr. Seward, as a guest of the Turkish

Government, with martial music and military honors. Forming

an escort, they conducted us, through orange-orchards hedged with

cactus, to the centre of the so-called American settlement.

JRamleh, June 9<A.—Our progress, in ascending to Jerusalem,

was in manner very like to that in which wc ascended from Peking

to the Great Wall of China. It was conducted by Betts Bey, of the

civil service of the Khedive of Egypt, assisted by Mr. Finkelstein,

Jnd their authority was supported by the cavass of the Unite i

States consulate at Jerusalem, dressed in the most elaborate and
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extravagant Turkish uniform, armed with a silver staif, like that of

a drum-major, three cimeters, and pistols innumerable, of various

sizes, in belt and saddle-bow. Each beast was attended by a driver

and a leader. The governor, with a large mounted escort, which

he called a " guard of honor," attended us through the streets, out

of the gates, and through the orange-groves of the suburbs to the

wells of Yasur, on the open plain of Sharon. At this place, the

governor and his troops took their leave, a smaller mounted guard

taking its place, and we proceeded to Ramleh.

Toward the end of the ride, our guides pointed out on our left

Lydda, which, although the Greeks tried to christen it Diospolis,

has retained its name and identity through all revolutionary changes,

from the time when " Peter came down also to the saints which

dwelt in Lydda, forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa," and

" found a certain man named JEneas, which had kept his bed eight

years, and was sick of the palsy. And Peter said unto him, ^neas,

Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise and make 'thy bed. And

he arose immediately."

Arriving at Eamleh at eight o'clock, or just at dark, Mr. Seward

was received by the governor of that town, with a guard of honor,

and, having designated a Latin convent as the lodging he preferred,

was graciously introduced by the governor to the Franciscan

superior of the house. "We were very weaiy. One of the brothers

with much alacrity showed us to clean, comfortable rooms, and

spread a generous supper. The superior, a handsome, educated

Spaniard, manifestly uninformed of the political occurrences of the

day, conversed with us at table, and expressed a hope that tlie

luxuries which were prepared for us were satisfactory, but declined

to participate, because they are forbidden to him. Such monasteries

as this are foimd dispersed throughout the Holy Land. Thej were

founded at an early date by Christian charities in Europe, to

afford shelter and comfort to the pilgrims of the West. Being

endowed with lands, and conducted with great frugality, the com-

munities are now self-sustaining. There being no good public

inns in the country, these monasteries entertain travellers in a

simple and comfortable manner, and receive, when the traveller
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leaves, such gratuity as he pie. ses to give, although they make no

der and. Travellers generally pay very cheerfully to the superior,

for the use of the convent, a sum not less than similar entertain-

ment would cost at a hotel.

Jerusalem, June IQth.—We rose with the dawn this morning,

and, having received coffee and a blessing from our kind entertain-

ers at the monastery, we walked, with the aid of guides, through

the few quiet streets of Ramleh. It seems that it is an achieve-

ment of more than five thousand years for the human race to

attain a state of society in which those who cultivate the land can

dwell in safety and comfort, in rural localities. It is really only in

England and in the United States -that this stage of society has

been reached, and much less perfectly in England than in the

United States. In whatever country we have been, we have seen

solitude in the rural districts, the farm-house unknown, the proprie-

tor residing for security in some neighboring hamlet, village, or

city, and the laborers clustering around him there. Mr. Sew:ird

says he found the case the same in Mexico, with six millions of In-

dians in that country, cultivating the richest soil and enjoying the

most benign skies in the world, but dwelling in mean, shabby

towns. And, even among the Indian tribes of the Northwest,

families who live by the chase and by the fisheries shrink from

living alone. It is strikingly so in Palestine. It seems to have

known no peace and no rest, at least since the time of Solomon.

No view is more unique than that of Jerusalem as you approach

it from the west. You look not so much at it as into it and over

it. Though situated on a mountain-top, it is surrounded by loftier

mountains : on your right, the mountains of Judea, on which you

stand ; on your left, the Mount of Olives ; and, far beyond, the

mountain-desert, at the foot of which the Jordan makes its hurried

^vay to the Dead Sea. Our first surprise was that so fiimous a city

should be so small. But this diminutiveness is itself a charm. You
see in its entire circuit the lofty wall, with its beautiful parapets.

Within the wall, clustering, but not crowded, you see, without

shade or variation, the white roofs, balustrades, domes, and minarets



582 EGYPT AND PALESTINE.

of lofty palaces, and majestic churcheB and mosques. Thoufrh not

especially conversant with the modern history and geography of

the city, we had no difficulty in distinguishing the recently-renewed

and magnificent dome which protects the Holy Sepulchre. We
also recognized, by its situation and its gorgeous though faded

dome, the Mosque of Omar, which now crowns Mount Moriali

and stands upon the site of the ancient Temple of Solomon. If

one knew no more of the Gospel than what he recalls of childhood's

] . 3sons, he could not mistake either the Plain of Bethlehem or tlie

Mount of Olives. Nor would he mistake the significance of that

solitary clump of olive and cypress trees, which, at the foot of the

Mount of Olives, overhangs a long, low ravine which divides Mount

Zion from the Mount of Olives. That ravine is the Valley of

Jehoshapliat, and that cloister of solemn shade is Gethsemane. For-

getting for the moment the devastations of the Turks, the Cru-

saders, the Saracens, the Romans, the Greeks, the Persians, the

Babylonians, and the Egyptians, you accept this little Turkish town

as the city which was built and adorned by Solomon, and as a perfect

embodiment of the devotional idea of our faith, and do not wonder

that, completed so long ago, it has been left to stand unchanged,

unshaken, and alone, for the admiration and reverence ci' ages.

Indulging in this reverie, we were roused, as we descended the

now gentle and easy road toward the city, by the piercing strains

of the shrill, oxciting, Turkish martial music, which announced

that military L lors of no common significance awaited Mr. Sew-

ard's coming. On the last of the mountain-plains was extended a

marquee, over which floated the blood-red banner of the Crescent.

The avenue leading to it was guarded by a battalion of infantry

and a cavalry squadron. Mr. Seward alighted here, and, the droop-

ing animals being dismissed, he was conducted up the avenue under

a salute of the troops and the stirring music of the band to the

marquee, where the Pacha of Jerusalem, attended by tiie muni-

cipal and othci' public officers, received him as a distinguished

stranger and a guest of the Turkish Empire. Here again was an

entertainment just as profuse as if we had not partaken of refresh-

ments on tlio other side of the mountain an hour before. Never-
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theless, Mocha coffee, as prepared by Arab hanus, is always ac-

ceptable. And now occurred the first secession which our party

has undergone in its long and interesting journey. The ladies

could endure no more of receptions or of fatigue. Taking Betts

Bey for their guide, they set out on foot to make their way into the

city in advance of the procession, which they saw was inevitable.

Jerusalem has seen many striking pageants, but certainly, in

modem times, none so singular as this reception of a private Ameri-

can citizen with the military pomp and imperial parade accorded

before only to conquerors and kings. As we descended the hill

we passed before the Roman church, monastery, school, and con-

9!'>*:e, and then, from the noble bridge which, spans the ravine,

looked up at the fine colonnade of the Jewish Asylum lately built

by the Rothschilds, and at last stood on the sacred Mountain of

Zion. The Jaffa Gate is not the widest in the world, nor is Chris-

tian Street the br»adest and best-paved avenue, although it leads

directly over Mount Zion. Happily, in view of this ceremony, the

Government had caused the street to be cleared of its customary

groups of camels, horses, and donkeys. In a word, the Jerusalem

which was so beautiful seen in the softening light of the setting

Bun from the summit of the mountains of Judea, shrunk to a vulgar

Turkish town the moment we entered it. With the best speed the

ladies could make, the strange and wild procession overtook them,

obliging them to take shelter in such door-ways or booths as

opened to them. The people of Jenisalem, more accustomed to

seeing sad pilgrim bands and caravans from the desert than official

pageants, were in the narrow street on this occasion, a heteroge-

neous mass—Tnrhs and Christians, Scribes and Pharisees, men,

women, and children, monks and Sisters of Charity, publicans and

sinners.

Somehow we shall never be able to recall how we made our way

through this motley crowd to a gate by the way-side, on which a

modest sign-board advertised " Mediterranean Hotel." Our party,

reunited, was conducted up two flights of nan-ow, steep stairs to

the house-top, where we sat down, having in full view, on our left,

the dome of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre ; on our right the
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Mosquo of Omar ; and, at our feet, tho crystal pool of Ilezckiuli

which is supplied from the " Wells of Solomon." Hero the pacha

and hia suite, the consul and cavass, and " all others in authority,"

after renewed assurances of kindness and hospitality, took their

leave, and we repaired to adjoining chambers, which, though neither

spacious nor pretentious, were spotlessly clean, and in every way

comfortable.

To explain this brilliant reception by the authorities of Jerusa-

lem, we may as well insert here the fiiinan issued by the Turkish

Government, announcing Mr. Seward as the national guc">t, and

instructing all public officers to extend to him their courtesy and

protection. Tho jiocument is beautifully engrossed in Turkish

characters, on a great sheet of parchment, surmounted by the Sul-

tan's toogra or monogram. Mr. Brown, our charge d'affaires at

Constantinople, made a translation of it for us as follows ;

" His Imperial Majesty, Sultan Abd-ul-AzIz Khan, sou of Sul-

tan Mahmoud Khan, may his victories be perpetuated !

" To my noble vizier—my glorious councillor, who administers

the affairs of the people confided to his care, with great justice and

equity—who strengthens and consolidates the edifice of the empire

and public weal, with much 7cal and ability—who is one of the

faithful ministers of my Government, and who by his convictions

has merited the favor of the Most High, possessor of all things:

the halee or governor-general of my province of Soria (Syria) the
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possessor of my noblo (lecoriitioii of tho inftjidich of the first class,

Rocliid Pacha, iniiy his glory bo increased I ho it known :

" That tho bouror of tho present royal and sovereign document

is tlio Honorable William II, Seward, formerly tho chief minister

of the Government of the Republic of tho United States of North

Aiiicrica, who, with his companions, is visiting, for the purposes of

travel, my province of Soria—and that it is my sovereign will that

you, who are tho balee of the same, consider him as my honored

and distinguished guest.

"That you treat him with every demonstration of honor and

respect, and see that, wherever he may bo pleased to go, he be

shown hospitality. It is my royal pleasure that ho bo everywhere

blown as the guest of my Government, and treated accordingly.

Let all measures be taken for his comfort and protection, and per-

mit nothing to occur contrary to the present commands.

" This know, and hasten to carry my sovereign will into exe-

cution.

" Written, the loth day of the Moon of Rcjeb tho Unique,, of

the year of the Iledjeru, 1287" (20th September, 1870).

Sunday, June Wth.—Worship at the Church of the Holy Sep-

ulchre—the only Sunday that wo are to enjoy in Jerusalem—could

not be neglected. But the hours of worship in tho East are early.

At six o'clock, with such strength as our night's rest had given us,

we repaired there by rough, steep, and winding streets. A small,

open, paved square lies in front of the church, into which we do-

stended by a flight of worn stono steps. The area was thi'onged

with a varied crowd from many countries. There were Syrians,

Greeks, Armenians, Copts, Abyssinians, and Turks, as well as Eng-

lish, French, Germans, Russians, Americans, and Italians—men of

all nationalities, indeed, except Jews. Christians from Bethlehem

and Hebron were busy in selling small, cheap relics and amulets

among the mass, many of whom seemed very poor, and no small

portion mendicants. How unreasoning is religious intolerance!

The Christian nations of Europe have succeeded in exacting and

obtaining from the Turkish Government at Constantinople the full
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exercise of religious worship cf cv^ry form in the Cluirch of the

Holy Sepulchre. All nations are invited to it, save only the Jews

whom Turks and Christians unite in excluding from even its vesti-

bule. Mr. Seward could not believe this until he found that one of

the bearers of his chair had to be replaced because he was a Jew.

The Greek, Latin, Armenian, and Coptic sects celebrate ]nibli(;

worship in the church at different hours of the day. It will not

eeem strange that we passed the great mass, to go directly to the

Holy Sepulchre. There is no doubt that the " new tomb" of Jo-

seph of Arimathea, in which the Saviour reposed for three days

after his crucifixion, is somewhere in this mountain. It is unrea-

DOME OF THE CUUBCII OF THE BOLT SEPULCURE,

fonai)le to suppose, in view of the circumstances wliich nttpmlcd

the early Churcli, that it can now be identiiied. The pious Chris-

tians of the fourth century, however, thought they founu it here,

JlW
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ami Christians of every age till this have accepted it. Why should

we not be coutdnt to do so, since there is no reason to suppose

tliiit any other place more autlientio can now be found ? AVe,

therefore, shut out frona our minds all distrust. The Holy Sepul-

chre is under the centre ot the great dome, or, to speak more ac-

curately, the great dome of the church has been erected directly

over the sepulchre indicated to the Empress Helena. The Holy

Sepulchre is a white-marble sarcophagus. It is not, of course, pre-

tcmlod or supposed that the holy grave was found in this shape,

but. w ith the decency which religious worship always requires, the

marble ease was built over the rock-hewn tomb. A small orna-

mental structure of marble, with pillars and pilasters, and sur-

m^- inted by a crown-shaped dome and cross, stands over the sep-

ulchre, and constitutes a kind of chapel or temple. This diminutive

structure is divided into two compai'tments. The outer chamber is

culled the " Chapel of the Angel," it being the pleasure of the devo-

tees to believe that on the spot enclosed within it, and at the head

ot the grave, the angel stood when he said to Mary Magdalene and

the other Mary, " Fear not ye : for I know that ye seek Jesus,

which was crucified. He is not here : for he is risen, as he said.

Come, see the place where the Lord lay."

In the centre of this tiny chapel, raised on a pedestal, is a stone,

which is claimed to be a fragment of the identical one upon which

the angel sa^. The chapel is capable of receiving only one or two

visitors at any one time. At the eastern side is a small door, made

low, so as to require the visitor to stoop as he enters. This harmo-

nizes with St. John's account :
" And as she wept, she 6too]ied

down, and looked into the sepulchre." Unhappily, however, for

the indulgence of self-delusion, the churches have suspended, from

the low ceiling in this narrow chamber, forty-three lamps of gold

and silver, which are kept always burning by day and bv night.

Their dazzling glare, together with the strong perfume of spices

".nd frankincense and attar of roses, is so incongruous with the

natural condition of the sepulchre, that they bewilder instead of

aiding the pilgrim in his jiious desire to realize the " place where

the Lord lay." As we reached the door, two poor Russian women
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came out, and this made way for ns. We stooped and entered.

The marble slab, which covers the Holy Sepulchre, was bedewed

with tears—probably it is always so, although it is continually puri-

fied with rose-water. A placid-faced monk stood near to perform

this grateful office, and to offer flowers and other sacred mementos

to the pilgrims. Notwithstanding the many provocations to doubt,

it may well be believed that no one ever stands over that broken

and worn marble slab unmoved. We gave place, in our turn, to

devout and meek Armenians.

We could now study what remains of the Church of the TToly

Sepulchre with free and inquiring minds. We entered the clioir

of the church when the Greek bishop and priests were concluding a

solemn mass. We need hardly say that services differing so en-

tirely from our form of worship seemed cold, formal, and theatrical.

When the services ended, the bishop and his numerous assistant

priests withdrew in solemn procession, leaving the congregation td

retire at pleasure. We need not perhaps raise a question hero on

this subject. Mysterious dogmas and ecclesiastical forms were

effective, perhaps they were necessary, for the conversion of the

pagan nations. And they arc not useless ir. supporting and

keeping alive docile and patient faith. But their day has culmi-

nated ; henceforth, more spiritual teaching will be employed, and

we shall be called on to try whether the requisite standard of faitli

can be maintained under a system of free, unregulated, and unbri-

dled religious inquiry for religious truth. It suits us better as trav-

ellers to study past ideas, as they are embodied in arclrtocture and

in art. This Greek choir is spacious, lofty, and elaborately adorned

with painting, statuary, and gilding. Our guides now proposed to

show us, not only the Mount of Calvary, but the very place of tlio

crucifixion, which is also under the dome of the Holy Sepulchre.

To say sooth, our imaginations required a more ample space for the

different parts of the most stupendous and awful drama ever

enacted. It is not strange, therefore, that our faith in traditions

grew weaker as we climbed the steep flight of eighteen stone stejis

to reach the summit of Calvary, under this dome, and at less than

a stone's throw from the Holy Sepulchre.



CALVARY. 689

i and entered.

, WHS bedewed

antinually puri-

lear to perform

icred mementos

ations to doubt,

eer that broken

in our tuni, to

rch of the Holy

titered the choir

ere concluding a

differing so en-

,1, and theatrical.

merous assistant

) congregation to

question here on

tical forms Averc

lonversion of the

supporting and

r day has cuhni-

|e employed, and

.standard of faith

[lated, and unbri-

us better as trav-

ar'ch'tecture and

[borately adorned

now proposed to

cry place of the

Holy Sepulchre.

iplc space for the

ful drama ever

ith in traditions

teen stone steps

and at less than

Calvary, if this is that mountain of terror and sadness, is a light

and cheerful, well-paved chapel, twenty feet square, raised fifteen

feet above the church floor. Here an attending priest lifts a cor-

ner of the marble pavement, and discloses three soclvets, drilled in

the rock, at a distance of six feet from each other ; and all who can

may believe what he says, tliat the central one received the foot of

the Saviour's cross, and the other two the crosses of the malefac-

tors who were crucified with him. Over this slab is erected an

altar garnished with a profusion of jewelled ornaments and tapestry;

All skepticism is expected to be put to flight when, underneath the

altar, the marble veneering is removed and a naked rock is shown,

with a large, irregular flssure in its face, which, we are told, was

eftected at that fearful moment when " the veil of the temple was

rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake,

and the rocks rent ; and the graves were opened ; and many bodies

of the saints which slept arose."

The trial of faith steadily increases as we continue the appointed

exploration. It has a locality, not merely for each grand part of

the mighty transaction which it commemorates, but even for every

incident connected with it, though too minute for memory or his-

tory. A tablet at the foot of the Chapel of Calvary records that

here " the mother .of Jesus stood," a witness of his agony. x\n-

other advises you of the spot where the body lay when taken down

from the cross. Another, where it was "/ashed and swathed for

interment. Another, a place where the three Marys gatliered for

mutual condolence. After completing this survey, we descended

to the dark cavern underneath the pavement of the cliurch, and at

the base of Calvary, in which St. Helena, in the fiftli century, dis-

covered the three crosses, still in a state of preservation.

We returned to our hotel through several streets, which, from

their continuity, have acquired the name of the " Via Dolorosa,"

being the path the Saviour trod on the way from the palace of

Pilate to the place of crucifixion. Tradition has been no less busy

here. At the foot of this staircase, the Saviour, sinking under the

weight of his cross, impressed his Divine face upon the handkerchief

of St. Veronica, now seen in St. Peter's at Rome. Here in this bal-
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cony, built over the street, the remorse-struck governor exhibited

Jesus to the maddened mob, with tlie memorable words " Ecce

Homo," and this lofty structure, certainly not unworthy to be the

residence of a Roman proconsul, was the palace of Pontius Pilate,

where the Saviour was arraigned and condemned. Here, a repaired

breach in the wall indicates the staircase by which the Saviour

ascended to the palace on that day. The staircase itself has been

removed to Eome for many centuries, and is there exhibited in the

Church of St. John Lateran, and is familiarly known to all travel-

lers as the Scala Santa. It is impossible to accept the authenticity

of the " Via Dolorosa." Constantinople, Rome, London, Paris,

and every other capital of Europe, have undergone fewer sackings,

sieges, and burnings, than Jerusalem. It would be difficult to

identify any street in any city after the changes and accidents

which time has wrought in a thousand years. It is a striking com-

mentary upon the whole legend, that the liouse of Dives, as well as

the house of Lazarus, is pointed out in the "Way of Sorrow,"

with the same confidence as the Judgment-Hall of Pilate.

Yussef Effehdi, with the brother and secretary of the pacha,

attended us to the Mosque of Omar. It is only within the last live

years that this mosque, scarcely less sacred in tiie eyes of Mussul-

mans than the Church of the Holy Sepulchure is in ours, has been

opened to Christian travellers. Even now a careful, though some-

what disguised sw'veillance, is practised over them. The niosquo

stands in an area enclosed with a high, parapeted wall, overlooking

the valley of Jehoshaphat, and confronting the Mount of Olives.

This occupies one-sixth of the land of the entire city. On the east-

ern side of this wall is a gate-way, built of marble, called by the

Mussulmans the " Golden Gate," which they are fond of represent-

ing as the "gate of the temple called Beautiful," but its modern

architecture does not support that claim. It is only interesting

from the tradition that it was closed with the Roman conquest, and

has never been reopened. The so-called Mosque of Omar is not

single. It consists of two distinct mosques, placed at some distance

from each other—the one here named Kubbet-es-Suhkrah, or " the

Dome of the Rock," commonly called the Mosque of Onuir, and



fovernor exhibited

•able words " Ecee

nwortliy to be tlie

of Pontius Pilate,

Here, a repaired

kvhicli the Saviour

ise itself has been

I'D exhibited in the

lown to all travel-

pt the authenticity

le, London, Paris,

)no fewer sackings,

iild be difficult to

iges and accidents

t is a striking com-

Df Dives, as well as

' Way of Sorrow,"

of Pilate,

stary of the pacha,

within the last live

ic eyes of Mussid-

s in ours, has been

eful, though some-

lem. The mosque

.1 wall, overlooking

1 Mount of Olives,

city. On the east-

irblc, called by the

! fond of represent-

1," but its modem

is only interesting

>man conquest, and

ue of Omar is not

h1 at some distance

s-Suhkrah, or " the

sque of Omar, nnd





THE MOSQUE OF OMAR. 591

the Mosqiic-el-Aksa. Though differing entirely from the Chmch
of tlie Holy Sepulchre, the Mosque of Omar is not less unique and

peculiar in its consecrated antiquities. Twelve hundred years ago,

||I08(1UB OF OMAB.

on the surrender of the Greek Patriarch, the Caliph Omar de-

manded to be shown the site of the Jewish Temple. He was taken

to the sacred rock, he knelt and prayed over it, and he built over it

a mosque, which, with subsequent repairs, is the present " Dome of

the Rock," or Mosque of Omar. In architectural design and execu-

tion it rivals the finest in Cairo and Constantinople. Antedating

the conquest of the Mussulmans in India, it has an elaborateness of

ouibellishment, perhaps resulting from the influence of Greek and

Roman art, which distinguishes this and the other religious struct-

ures of modern Asia from the more severe, simple, and effective

style of the mosques of Agra and Delhi. One would say, in compar-

in[' the two styles, that the Mosque of v)mar has borrowed from the

superstitions of the West, while those of India indicate a puritanical

reformation. It is now sadly out of repair. Its magnificent gilded

dome is blackened, and its stained glass windows are broken ; the
46
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exquisite Aiabic tracery marred, and the elaborately-inscribed texts

from the Koran faded. Like the Holy Sepulchre, it is replete in

all ])art8 with relics and memorials held sacred by the Mussulman

faith. The sheik of the mosque reverently removed for Mr.

Seward the crimson-silk canopy which covers an irregular, iiat lime-

stone rock, sixty feet wide and five feet high, in the centre of tju;

building, and encircled by a high iron railing. It is said this is tin;

threshing-fioor which King David bought of Araunah, the Jebusitc,

as a site for an altar of burnt-oflcrings. Modern writers accept it

as the altar of burnt-olicrings in the Temple of Solomon. Under-

neath one side of the rock is a vault, which connects with a well

under the centre of the rock, now covered with a marble slal).

This vaulted cavern is by Christian writers believed to have been

the cesspool of the altar of burnt-otferings, but the Mohammedans

revere it as the })lace of prayer of Abraham, David, Solomon, and

Jesus Christ. On either side of the door of the vault are small

altars, which the sheik calls the shrines of David and Solomon, but

they bear carvings unmistakably Greek. On another side the sheik

showed us an indentation which was made by the foot of Mohannned

when he sprang from this rock into heaven, and also the imprint

of the hand of the angel who threw the rock back to its restiiijj;-

placc when it was rising from its bed with the foot of the pr()[)liot

!

Unfortunately, the prophet's footprint here differs in measurement

from the footprints which he left, and which wc jiersonally saw, in

Egypt and in India. We passed over the neglected court to the

Mosque-el-Aksa. It is said to occupy the place and to retain the

form of a Christian church or basilica which the Emperor Justinian

built in the sixth century, in honor of the Virgin, and whicli was

temporarily restored by the Crusaders. A part of it was assigned

as an encampment for the military order then recently created by

Saint -Louis, which fnun tliat circumstance took the name ot

Knights Templars, and which was so active and powerful through

many centuries.

El-Aksa is indeed a structure built in the customary design of

the basilica. Its dimensions are two hundred and seventy-two

feet long, by one hundred and eigkty-four feet wide. It has seven
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and walled uj), while the city has been built around it on the out-

Hide. The massive thougli broken floor, the t, _ columns, and

the heavy transverse stones which rest upon them, are wrougl't in

a style neither Saracenic nor (Ircek, but shaped and oriiame ited'

in a manner which we remarked in the Egyi)tian temples. This

newly-discovered gate-way is believed, by the distinguisbcd ex-

plorer. Captain Wilson, to bavc been one of the original entrances

to the Temple of Solomon. Not only El-Aksa, but the whole area

enclosed within the outer walls, now wears the appearance of neglect,

dilapidation, and decay. Is this an evidence of the decline of the

Mohammedan religion, or only of the increasing isolation of Jeru-

salem ? We must go farther into the Turkish Empire to decide.

Meantime, it is suggestive of much thought that not only the

Mayor of Jerusalen), but the obliging sheik of the mosque, plain-

tively and earnestly invoked Mr. Seward to use what they thought

would be an influence of some weight with the Sultan at Constan-

tinople, for the repair of the Mosque of Omar. The various ])oints

we have described in the ]\Ios(pie of Omar are held to fix beyond

all dispute the site of the ancient Temple of Solomon. History,

tradition, and a pride of the Jews, greater than was ever exliibited

by any other nation, made that temple an object of admiration to

the whole world. Though its base was Mount Moriah, the hill

which bore that name must have been levelled when or before the

temple was built. It was easily accessible by a gentle descent from

all parts of the city, while the high wall built on the outer preci-

pice rendered it impregnable on that side.
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CHAPTER X.

JERUSALEM AND ITS NEIGHDOKIIOOD.

Bethlehem.—The Grave of Rachel.—The City of Jerusaloni.—The Mount of Oliver.—Tlic

Tomb of Zachariuh.—The Tomb of Absalom.—An American Jew.—Uellianv.—

Pilate's Palace.—The Greek C'liurcli in Palestine.—The Jews of Jerusalem.—Tiair

Wailiiig-Place.—The Jcwisli Sabbath.—Attendance at the Synagogue.—Uisliop

Uobat.—Departure from Jerusalem.—Jaffa ami Beirut.

Jtine i'lth.—"Let us now go even unto Bcthleliom and see

this thing."

Bethlehem is the one place in all the wide world which, by its

memories and associations, elevates the soul with emotions un-

mixed with sorrow, fear, or terror. The Christian mind, that is

not unreasonably exacting, finds in the surroundings of IJethleheiu,

the " city of David," all the confirmation it needs or expects of tliu

Gospel history—the broad, fertile mountain-plain, easily watered,

and which, even now, amid the general desolation of the country,

largely retains its verdure, and seems a natural field of the develop-

ment of the patriarch;il system. "In the way to P'plirath, Mhicli is

Bethlehem," we rested under the shade of a graceful monument,

recently erected by the believing Rothschilds, in full and unques-

tioning fiith that it covers the spot where Rachel was buried, iuid

upon which " Jacob set a pillar upon her grave : that u the pillar

of Rachel's grave unto this day."

Bethlehem is built on the side of a gorge, on whose declivity run

zigzag paths which are the streets of the village. The rocky steep

has been cut pei'pendicularly down, and pierced with caves, which,
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iclicm and see

with the addition, w'.icro it is practicable, of a secona story con-

structed of rude masonry, constitute tlio dwellings, storelioiTses

worksliops, and inns of the vilhigc. If indeed " there went out a

decree from C'lvsar Augustus tliat all the world shoidd he taxed ''

and if indeed it was needful that the poor Naziireno, Joseph, must
go, out of the city of Nazareth into Judea unto the city of David

to bo taxed, with Mary his espoused wife," and if " the days were

accomplished that she should be delivered," then the incidents of

UETIILEIIEM

the transaction, as they are related by tiie Evangelists, were not

only natural, but inevitable. Ijethlohem, neither more then than

now, could have contained an inn in which there could have been

found " room for them." The inn, in all countries and down even

to our own time, is historically known by its equal provision for

the entertainment of man and beast. The stable and the manger,

throughout all Asiatic countries, no less in Palestine than in China,

are adjuncts in the entertainment of an inn, quite equal in import-
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unco to the ftjtartinciit.s in which tlic tnivellcr of the better sort

rests, wliilo tlio plol)eiivn or puljliciiii, (locliiiiiiji; that coatly expense,

shares the tituhle iind the niati^'er witii hin faithful and cheriKhed

mule, ox, or eivniel. So i., could not have otherwiise happened than

that, when Mary should iiave " brought forth her first-horn son,"

hIic Khould have ''wrapped him in Bwaddlin^^'-clothes, and laid him

in a manfjjer; because there was no rooni I'or them in the inn."

The inhabitants of IJethiehem are native Christians, who sup-

port themselves by the fruits which they sell at Jerusalem, and by

the manufacture of cheap tokens, ornaments, and amulets, which

pil;jfrims take homo as mementos of the II(dy Land. Mr. Seward

remarks a visilio iaiprovement in the aspect, not only of Bethle-

hem, but of the country about Jerusalem, which has been made

since his visit of 18"i9. Somethinfi; of this is due to the expendi-

ture of the (ireek ('hristians of Russia upon a new and beautiful

church outside of the city, but more is due to a small colony of

Germans, who have become proprietors and cultivators here.

June^?)th.—"Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell

tlve towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her

])alaccs; that ye may toll it to the generation following."

Wo have done so, and we have found it neither a short nor

an easy jiromenade. The city occupies two ridges of a mountain

promontory, with the depression or valley between them. The

walls of the modern Turkish city have been so contracted with

the decrease of the pop\dation, as to exclude large portions of the

ancient city. Jerusalem is now divided according to its dilVereiit

classes of population. The Mohammedans are four thousand,

and occuj>_y the northeast (piarter, including the whole area of the

Mosque of Omar. The Jews are eight thousand, and have the

southeast quarter. These two quarters overhang the Valley nf

Jehoshaphat and the brook Kedron. The Armeniaiis nundicr

eighteen hundred, and have the southwest quarter; and the other

Christians, amounting to twenty-two hundred, have the northwest

quarter, whicli overlooks the Valley of Ilinnom. We issued from

the city through St. Stephen's gate, which stands some two hundred
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leet north of the Iliiram, the areii of the M()S(nio of Otnnr. Tliia

<'ii\{i irt identiticHl, liy tradition onlv, with the niartynhnn of Sj;.

Stephen. Our Huro-footed unhiial.s carried us Bafely down the

rot'ky, jtrccipitous r(»ad, a hundred feet to the hrook Ive(h'on. Re-

freshini^ our.selvert witli the litn])id water from its pehhly bed, we
(Tmdjed the cnHtcrn hank which is the base of the Mount of Olives.

This entire base 'n\ covered nortli and soutli, as far as the eyo can

reach, with the tombs and shibs of the .lewish dwellers of the Holy

City. It has been always sacred to the Jews, and it is the only

place where the past and present of that extraordinary people meet.

Here is a ;^raceful iiu>nolith structure in the form of a temple, with

a pyramidal top, hewn in shape without bein<^ detaclied from the

native rock. Vou may have your choice of tradition in regard to

it. The modern dwellers in Jerusaleni tell you that it was built in

honor of Zachariah, concerning wlumi the Saviour accused the

I'harisees: ''That upon yon may come all the righteous blood shed

upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel imto the blood of

Zacharias son of I>arachias, whom ye slew between the temple and

the altar." Historical evidence of an inscription in the fourth cen-

tury assigns this tomb to the prophet Josiah, while in the twelfth

century it was deseribed as the tomb of King Iluzxiah. To whom-

soever it may belong, it is held in high veneration by the Jews

throughout the world, and prayers offered up in it are believed to

he alwavs answered. The tomb of Absalom, a monolith cut out of

the rock, in the same manner as the tomb just described, with an

ui>per story of masonry, is attractive as well as curions. We tried

to enter it, but found the main structure half filled up with a heap

of loose stones. On making complaint of this, we found that we

were very unreasonable, for these detached stones are the evidence

of the genuineness of the tomb.

" Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for him-

self a pillar, which is in the king's dale : for he said, I have no son

to keep my name in remembrance : and he called the pillar after

his own name ; and it is called unto this day, Absalom's place."

The Jews have been in the habit, as they passed through this

hnrying-ground, of taking up a stone, and pelting with it the monu-

(Tl
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ment of the rebellious son of David, and so, in the lapse of cen-

turies, the heap has accumulated which obstructed our entrance.

Notwithstanding all this, however, there is a growing distrust of

the authentic!:;^', though no one denies the antiquity, of the monu-

ment.

The Jews throughout the world, not merely as pilgrims, but in

anticipation of denth, come here to be buried, by the side of the

graves of their ancestors. As w^ sat on the deck of our steamer,

coming from Alexandria to Jaffa, we remarked a family whom we

supposed to be Germans. It consisted of a plainly-dressed man,

with a wife vho was ill, and two children—one of them an infant

in its cradle. The sufferings of the sick woman, and her effort to

maintaia a cheerful hope, interested us. The husband, seeing this,

addressed us in English. Mr. Seward asked if he were an English-

uoaquK ON tue mount ok olivks.

man. He answered that ne was an American Jew, that he liad

come from New Orleans, anc' was going to Jerusalem. We parteil

with them on the steamer. The day after we rcai'lied the IIolv
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City we learned that the poor woman had climbed the mountain

with her husband and children, and arrived the day after us. She

died immediately, and so achieved the design of her pilgrimage.

She was buried in this cemetery. She was a Jewess, and, according

to the Jewish interpretation of the prophecies, the Jew that dies in

Jerusalem will certainly rise in paradise.

The Mount of Olives, with the customary proclivity of the faith-

ful, has been divided into three : the central and loftiest one is

called the Mount of Olives ; the northern one, Mount Scopus
; the

southern, the Mount of Evil Counsel. Three paths lead over the

Mount of Olives : one, on the north, in the sunken line which

marks tlie junction of Mount Scopus; the central one, directly

across the Mount of Olives, at its highest point; and a third,

winding at the foot of the slope which separates Olivet from the

Mount of Evil Counsel. A rough ride of three miles over the lat-

ter brought U6 at noon quite around the mountain-summit to Beth-

any. Little, however, were we disposed to complain ot the hard-

ships of the dreary ride, when we remembered that we were on

the very same road that David travelled, fleeing from Absalom,

" toward the way of the wilderness and wept as he went up."

Bethany, on the opposite side of Olivet, overlooks the Dead

Sea, and beyond it the long, stupendous range of the mountains

of Moab. "With a previous instruction, we were able to discern the

Valley of the Jordan, and to detect a silver thread of its waters,

lying, far away to the northeast, beyond the desert which covers

the eastern slope of the mountains of Jndca. Bethany, as it pre-

sents itself in the simple narrative of the Gospels, is a delight and

a charm. The friendship which existed between Jesus and Mary

and Martha, their implicit trust in him, and his benevolent conde-

scension in raising their brother from the dead, come up vividly

l)efore one at the very mention of the name of the humble village

in which they lived. It was from Bethany also, the'i embowered

ill olive, palm, sycamore, and fig trees, that the Lord commenced

that memorable, triumphal progress across the mountain to Jerusa-

lem, in whirh " much people, that were come to the feast, when

tliey heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took branches of
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palm-trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna!

Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the

Lord."

The hos]:)italities of the Greek and Latin monasteries here have

been kindl\ extended to Mr. Seward by their superiors.

Mr. Sewiird received, to-day, visits from all the foreign consuls

residing at the Holy City. After this, attended by a guard of honor,

he returned the visit of the Pacha of Jerusalem, and was surprised

to find that, although the Scala Santa was removed so long ago to

Rome, he found no diflSculty in ascending to the upper story, where

he was hospitably entertained by the present Turkish governor in

the palace which we have all along been assured was the identical

gubernatorial residence of Pontius Pilate. Mr. Seward says that,

if the tradition is true, the vacillating Roman governor had a won-

derfully tine modern house. We spent the evening " on the house-

tops " of the palace of Bishop Gobat and his family.

The Greek Church in Russia has lately manifested a new and

extraordinary interest in regard to the Holy Land. The number

of pilgrims from that country has become immense. They come

down the Black Sea, and through the Levant. The Greeks of

Russia have lately built, in a beautiful suburb, an extensive church,

with a home or asylum for pilgrims of each sex. These structures

are much more costly and elegant than any other Christian estab-

lishments built here. The enterprise enjoys the protection, and

doubtless the aid, of the Russian Government.
_
It is an indication

that Russia adheres, notwithstanding the disaster at Sevastopol, to

the cardinal policy of Peter the Great and of the late Emperor

Nicholas. Under whatever auspices it may happen, and with

whatever political design, it is gratifying to see this renewal of

Christian interest in Jerusalem.

June l')th.—" And the name of the city from that day shall he,

the Lord is there." Our last day at Jerusalem has been spent, as

it ought to have been, among and with the Jews, who were tlic

builders and founders of the city, and who cling the closer to it for

i's disasters and desolation. We have mentioned that the Jewish
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quarter adjoins, on the southeast, the higli wail of the Haram.

This wall is a close one, while the upper part, like all the Turkish'

walls of the city, is built of small stone. The base of this portion

of the wall, enclosing the Mosque of Omar, and the site of the

ancient temple, consists of five tiers of massive, accurately-bevelled

blocks. It is impossible to resist the impression at first view, not-

withstanding the prophecy, that this is a portion of the wall of

the Temple of Solomon, which was hewn in the quarries and set

up in its place without the noise of the hammer and the axe. So

jews' WAIUNO-rLACt.

at least the Jews believe. For centuries (we do not know how

many) the Turkish rulers have allowed the oppressed and exiled

Jews the privilege of gathering at the foot of this wall one day in

overy wtclc, and pouring out their lamentations over the fall of

their beloved city, and praying for its restoration to the Lord, who

promised, in giving its name, that he would " be there."

The Jewish sabbath being on. Saturday, and beginning at sun-

set on Friday, the weekly wail of the Jews under the wall takes

place on Friday, and is a preparation for the rest and worship of
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the day which they are commanded to " keep holy." The small

rectangular oblong area, without roof or canopy, serves for the

gathering of the whole remnant ot the Jewish nation in Jerusalem.

Here, whether it rains or shines, they come together at an early

hour, old and young, men, women, and little children—the poor

and the rich, in their best costumes, discordant i the diverse na-

tions from which they come. Tliey are attendeu by their rabbis,

each bringing the carefully-preserved and elaborately-bound text of

the book of the Lamentations of Jeremiah, either in their respec-

tive languages, or in the original Hebrew. For many hours they

pour forth their complaints, reading and '•eciting the poetic lan-

guage of the prophet, beating their hani^ against the wall, and

bathing the stones with their kisses and tears. It is no mere for-

mal ceremony. During the several hours while we were spectators

of it, there was not one act of irreverence or indifference. Only

those who have seen the solemn prayer-meeting of a religious re-

vival, held by some evangelical denomination at home, can have a

true idea of the solemnity and depth of the profound grief and pious

feeling exhibited by this strange assembly on bo strange an occa-

sion, although no ritual in the Catholic, Greek, or Episcopal Church

is conducted with more solemnity and propriety.

Though we supposed our party unobserved, we had scarcely

left the place, when a meek, gentle Jew, in a long, plain brown

dress, his light, glossy hair falling in ringlets on either side of his

face, came to us, and, respectfully accosting Mr. Seward, expressed

a desire that he would visit the new synagogue, where the sabbath-

service was about to open at sunset., Mr. Seward assented. A
crowd of " the peculiar people " attended and showed us the way to

the new house of prayer, which we are informed was recently built

by a rich countryman of our own whose name we did not learn,

It is called the American Synagogue. It is a very lofty edifice, sur-

mounted by a circular dome. Just underneath it a circular gallery

is devoted exclusively to the women. Aisles run between the rows

of columns which support, the gallery and dome. On the ])laiii

stone pavement, rows uf movable, wooden benches with backs are

free to all who come. At the side of the synagogue, opposite the
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door, is an elevated desk on a platform accessible only by movable

steps, and resembling more a pulpit than a chancel. It was

adorned with red-damask curtains, and behind them a Hebrew in-

scription. Directly in the centre of the room, between the door

and this platform, is a dais six feet high and ten feet square, sur-

rounded by a brass railing, carpeted, and containing cushioned

seats. We assume that this dais, high above the heads of the wor-

shippers, and on the same elevation with the platform appropriated

to prayer, is assigned to the rabbis. We took seats on one of the

benches aj^ainst the wall
;
presently an elderly person, speaking

English imperfec'.-y, invited Mr. Seward to change his seat; he

hesitated, but, on be '.ng informed by Mr. Finkelsteiu that the per-

son who gave the invitaclon was the president of the synagogue,

Mr. Seward rose, and the whole party, accompanying him, were

conducted up the t-teps and were comfo' ' xbly seated on t'le dais, in

the " chief seat in tlic synagogue." On this dais was a tall, branch-

ing, silver candlestick with seven arns.

The congregation now gathered in, the women filling the gal-

lery, and the men, in varied costumes, and wearing hats of all

shapes and colors, sitting or standing as they pleased. The light-

ing of many silver lamps, judiciously arranged, gave notice that the

sixth day's sun had set, and that the holy day had begun. In-

stantly, the worshippers, all standing, and as many as could turning

to the wall, began the utterance of prayer, bending backward and

forward, repeating the words in a chanting tone, which each read

from a book, in a low voice like the reciting of prayers after the

clergyman in the Episcopal service. It seemed to us a service

without prescribed form or order. "When it had continued some

time, thinking that Mr. Seward might be impatient to leave, the

chief men recpicsted that he would remain a few moments, until a

prayer should be olfercd for the President of the United States, and

another for himself. Now a remarkable rabbi, clad in a long, rich,

tlowing sacerdotal dress, Avalkcd up the aisle ; a table was lifted

from the floor to the platform, and, by a steep ladder which was

' held by two assistant priests, the rabbi ascended the platform. A
large folio Hebrew manuscript was laid on the table before him,



604 EGYPT AND PALESTINE.

and he recited with marked intonation, in clear falsetto,, a prayer,

in which he was joined by the assistants reading from the same

manuscript. We were at first uncertain whether this was a psalm

or a prayer, but we remembered that all the Hebrew prayers arc

expressed in a tone which rises above the recitative and approaches

melody, so that a candidate for the priesthood is always required to

have a musical voice. At the close of the reading, the rabbi came

to Mr. Seward and informed him that it was a prayer for the Presi-

dent of the United States, and a thanksgiving for the deliverance

of the Union from its rebellious assailants. Then came a second

;

it was in Hebrew and intoned, but the rabbi informed us that it

was a prayer of gratitude for Mr. Seward's visit to the Jews at

Jerusalem, for his health, for his safe return to his native lan.\ and

a long, happy life. The rabbi now descended, and it was evident

that the service was at an end. Coming clown from the dais, wc

were met by a band of musicians playing on drums, fifes, and vio-

lins. We questioned whether this mL'sic was a part of the service

of the synagogue, but our doubt Avas removed when we found it

accompanying us to the gate of our hotel. The Jews, in their dis-

persion, are understood to be forbidden the use of musical instru-

ments in worship. Their chants of praise are the traditional son((s

of Israel, just as the Christians, who have succeeded them, prefer, to

all other devotional hymns, the Psalms of David.

A pleasant dinner ensued with the Urited States consul and his

accomplished wife, where we had the honor ol meeting the venera-

ble Bishop Gobat and Mrs. Gobat. We infer that the Coptic,

Catholic, Greek, and Armenian Churches have given up the design

of proselytism here, and now confine their labors to the enlarge-

ment and improvement of their several convents for the entertain-

ment of Christian pilgrims in the Holy Land. On the other hand,

the Protestant missionaries from Germany, Great Britain, and the

United States, are the living, active preachers and teachers of the

Gospel in Syria.

Jaffa,, June ISih.—We left Jerusalem at that early liour wlion

from the *' Dome of the Rock," and the Mosque el-Aksa, and from
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every minaret in the city, the shrill Moslem call to prayer was re-

sounding. The Pacha of Jerusalem, with his suite and guard,

joined us at the Jaft'a gate, and travels with us to Damascus, giv-

ing Mr. Seward his protection, and insisting on his taking prece-

dence throughout the journey. But our ways are not Turkish

ways, and, as a certainty, the Turkish ways are not our ways ; and,

while we rode together, and have entered villages and towns as one

party, we separated on the road to eat and sleep. The pacha and

his party lunched by the way-side at the foot of the wilderness of

John the Baptist ; we took our lunch and siesta by the side of

the spring under tlie shade of a great willow-oak-tree. "We rested

with the good Franciscan monks at Eamleh ; the pacha and his

party were guests of the governor of that place. At Ramleh and

at Jaffa the Turkish bands and cavalry, with the sheiks, digni-

taries, and authorities of the mosques on the way, met, saluted, and

joined us in our progress. The gay Turkish cavalry amused and

interested us, on our way across the plain of Sharon, by their feats

of horsemanship and their strategy of battle, charge and retreat,

and in the exercise of elrdjevid. We do not wonder that Napoleon

said that, if he could have the Mameluke cavalry with the French

army, he could conquer the world. The journey was an easy one,

and the mountains of Judea seemed much less distant and cheerless

than when we were so wearily climbing them on our way to Jerusa-

lem. We are passing our last hour here with Mrs. Hay at the

vice-consulate, preparatory to our embarkation with the Pacha of

Jerusalem in the Apollo, an Austrian Lloyd's steamer, for Beirut.

Beirut, June \^th.—We had the pleasure of a visit from the

eminent Dr. Van Dyck and Dr. Bliss, his worthy associate, and we

found them not less highly esteemed by the natives here than they

deservedly are at home. It was our long-cherished purpose to cross

the range of Lebanon to Damascus, and, on the way, to visit Baal-

bec, the Grecian Heliopoli.-. Mr. Seward was expected at Damas-

cus, and arrangements had been made for his hospitable reception.

r>ut the way is long ; the journey, especially tbe incidental excur-

sion to Baalbec, rough and tedious. Tlie hot season has already
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commenced, and Mr. Seward's strength seems somewliat iiu])aircd

by the fatiguinf* explorations of Palestine. These conbideratioiis

together with the temporary indisposition of another nieuibcr of

the party, and the hazard of dividing it, obliged ns, though witli

much reluctance, to give up the journey. Perhaps the imprcst^ion

made upon us by the unhappy fate of the two daughters of Dr.

Woolsey, who perished from the exhaustion of the journey from

Damascus to Jerusalem, last winter, has had its weight. The gov-

ernor's dissuasion from the journey decided us.

At four o'clock we left our hotel and returned to the Apollo,

whose deck afforded us a better view than can be obtiiined in the

town itself of the lofty range of Lebanon, with its whole western

declivity bathed in gorgeous light, and its long, castellated snow-

clad crest reflecting the rays of an unclouded setting sun.

TOWEB UF DAVID, JEBl'BALEU.
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CHAPTER XI.

FROM PALESTIXE TO OREECE.

Iraprcsaions of Palestine.—The Egyptian Race.—Egyptian Civilization.—Phoenicia and

Palci^tinv}.—The Four Heligiont<.—What we owe to the Jews.—Present State of

Pak'stiiie.—Tlie Island of Cyprus.—The Cesnola Collection.—Pniyma.—An Excur-

sion to Epho.sus.—The Seven Sleepers.—Mr. Wood's Researches.— The Temple of

Diana.—The Isles of Greece.—Tinos.—The City of Syra.—An Illumination.

m

--ff^^l * U:?*l

Steamer Ajwllo, June 2D/A.—We are to see no more of either

Palestine or Syria. It is time to set down the result of the impres-

sions received in them. As we neared the promontory of Sinai,

which divides the head of the Red Sea into the two gulfs of Akaba

ami Suez, the thought occurred that we were approaching the site

of the opening scene of the world's civilization. The one half of

that site is Egypt, the other half Syria, including in ancient times,

as now, the two distinct divisions of Palestine and Phoenicia, We
find no satisfaction in the attempt to trace the nations which in-

habited these regions, either to a common origin or to distinct races

—at least we can do nothing of that kind here now. It is certain

that the ancient Egyptians were neither negroes from the west

bank of the Nile nor Arabs from the eastern shore of the Red Sea,

for they fought and conquered tribes and nations of both those re-

gions. The negroes and Arabs, like our North American Indian

races, prefer the desert and its habits to civilization. Neither were

the ancient Egyptians Jews. We distinguished the Jews from the

Egyptians in the paintings on the tombs, especially at Beni-llassan.

Nor were the ancient Egvptians of any AVestern type of the Cau-

46
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casian race. The probability is, tlmt hoiuc tribes of NorthweBtcrn

Asia fouml their way to the lortilo plains of the Delta, and ex-

tended their oettleuients np the narrow valley of the Nile, conquer-

in<jf aboriginal ])eoj)le8 in the desert on either bank to the borders

of Nubia. Hero the adventurers crowd'.'d into close contact, and,

threatened with invasions from either desert, as well as from the

savage African tribes of ancient Ethiopia, organized an indepen-

dent and isolated state. Its history shows that Egypt never had a

foreign ally, and that it was rarely ambitious of foreign concpicKt

or influence. The system of government was a theocracy, not

of one god, but of several or many gods. Its rulers were cither

priests or chiefs, whom the priests confessed and reverenced as the

sons of gods. It is ]>robable that no part of the human race was

over without a spoken language, but the ancient Egyptians im-

proved this possession, which is counnon to all nations, by adding

to it the inventions of architecture, writing, i)ainting, .aid sculp-

ture, inventions by which men not only could communicate tlieir

ideas to those present with them, but could record them for the in-

struction and guidance of succeeding generations. They acquired

a sufficient astronomical science to mark the divisions of the year

and the seasons, and they acquired high practical skill in the irriga-

tion and cultivation of the earth. They developed a rude military

art, and naturally and easily acquired the little skill in navigation

which their inland situation required. An experience of the acci-

dents of the Nile taught them how, in the seasons of plenty, to

make provision against occasional famine. The Egyptian nation

went no further. Their religion, the first known among men, ac-

cepted the intuitive suggestion of the human mind, that it cannot

altogether perish in death, but must at some time, and somewhere,

return to activity again. So the Egyptians contented themselves

with building temples worthy of the gods by whom they were pro-

tected, and monuments to comme::iiorate the greatness of their

heroes, and with recording, in the most effective and enduring

manner possible, their national achievements, depositing the rec-

ords in those imperishable temples and monuments ; burying tlieir

dead with such precautions as Avould preserve the body in safety,
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for the return of the wandering spirit which had left it, for three

thousand years.

Men and nations have many wants for which this unique system

of isolated Egyptian civilization made either no provision at all or

no adequate one. The first of those wants, among a maritime

tribe or people, is commerce by navigation. Next, moru cd'ective

moans of defence and aggression. It is not possible for the human
race anywhere to remain Icmg in the belief that they must con-

tinue passive subjects of a direct government of the gods. Men
can never be content with any one system of religion, or its ex-

])lanatioiis of their origin, their duties, and their destinies. They

ccmtiiiualiy demand and strive for a higher, purer, nobler one. The

human mind is never content with any system of education or

learning in the arts. It is constantly striving for a better and

more perfect one. Man is a social being, and needs society and

laws regulating social intercourse between states, tribes, and na-

tions, as much as between individuals.

Tiiese natural wants of human society found embodiment and

activity among that great people which is lirst known to us as a

civilized nation on the Mediterranean coast, under the name of

Phoenicians. It is certain that the Phoenicians were rot Egyp-

tians. It is equally clear that they were not Jews ; for, from the

earliest mention of them by Jewish historians, they were aliens and

strangers, and sometimes enemies. But it is certain that, while

tliey occasionally derived knowledge and learning from Egypt, they

invented and perfected commerce and navigation, laws for society

at home, and laws for social intercourse with foreign nations.

They extended and diffused all their acquired information, knowl-

edge, and arts, to the inhabitants of Asia Minor, and of the Greek

islands. Phoenicia, therefore, was the cradle of a new civilization,

differing and distinct from that of Egypt. This civilization, im-

proved by Greece and Rome, is doubtless the basis of our own

modern Western civilization. Midway between those two great

original states, Egypt and Phoenicia, with their very different civil-

ization, arose a third state, distinct, different, and antagonistic to

both. This state was the Jewish nation, the people of Israel, who.
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as a single tribi*, in a season of faii\inc, entered Egypt for bread.

After a long struggle they obtained their deliverance, ami, etlecting

the conquest of that portion of the Mediterranean coast which lay

between Phoenicia on the one hand, and Egypt on the other,

founded the state known in ancient times, not less than in our

own, as Palestine. Vriiile they brought away from Egypt arts and

knowledge, they also readily ad»)pted many of the improvements

and arts of the Phanicians. Whether by Divine illumination or

otherwise, they reached the sublime truth of the unity of Clod, and,

arraying themselves in hostility against the Pluvnicians and tlii'

Egyptians, who both denied it, and adhered to their polytheistic

system, they became a distinct and independent people. They

have held ever since to that simple and sublime faith.

What, then, does modern civilization owe to the Jewish na-

tion? Npt letters, nor architecture, nor painting, nor sculpture,

nor philosophy, nor science, nor civil governmetit. All these,

modern society has derived from the Phccnicians or the Egyiitiaiis,

or from both. But modern civilization derives its knowledge of

the relations of man toward his Maker, and the system of faith,

morals, and manners, built upon that knowledge, from the Jewish

nation. The religious systems now existing in the world are only

four : First, pagan, that of ancient Egypt ; second, Jewisli, tliat

of the Hebrews ; third. Christian ; fourth, Mohammedan. Jews,

Christians, and Mohammedans, all agree that the Jtswish faith is

an advance above paganism. All equally agree that Christianity

is an advance above paganism. All equally agree that Mohamme-

danism, with all its errors, is an advance above paganistn. But

the Jewish religion was established by the Jews alone—Christian-

ity comes to us as a gift from the Jewish nation—and even Mo-

hammedanism is only a perversion of Christianity, derived froin

the Jews. Thus the world owes these three forms of religion di-

rectly or indirectly to the Jewish nation.

Now, it is to be noticed that all these three systems of religion

are favorable and effective in advancing human progress ; that

however nations, which embrace o'ther of these faiths, may decline,

yet the progress which they introduce is taken up and continued
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Ltcms of religion

by other nations; wlioroaa the civilization whicli is built upon a

systetn of pn^an faith has been corrupted, and is becoming oifoto

everywhere. Continental Aaia needs regeneration, and can obtain

IL only through the agency of Western civiliziitlou derivod from the

Jewish nation. Western civilization is living and effective, and,

while it is progressing in the West, it ie actively regenerating the

effete civilization of *he Eiist.

We have said that wo owe neither science, nor government, nor

arts, nor arms, to the Jcv/s; but all considerate men will agree

that we have derived pocitry from that people—if not the art of

poetry ''tself, at least th".c part of the art which is most sublime and

beneficent lu 'ts ip^.^T^nces. Moreover, to whom, but to the Jewish

nation, are we indebted for the civilization of domestic life and its

relations 'i Certainly not to Egypt. Ancient Egypt, indeed, occa-

sionally had (pieens, but no women. Neither her monuments, her

sculpture, nor her painting, present us with the idea of woman as

that idea has developed and (!ulminated in a civilized age. Wher-

ever the pagan system prevails, throughout all Asia, woman is

unknown as a force or power in society. Nor can we trace the

domestic relation in its present fumi to Greece or Phoenicia, while

it was perfectly developed in the Jews as early as the time of our

Saviour. Heroic men have their discords in profane history, but it

is only in the sacred history of the Jews and of the Christians in

Jerusalem that wo find Mary, Martha, Esther, Ruth, Naomi,

Rachel, and the daughter of Jephthah. There are two other obliga-

tions of modern society to the Jewish nation. While M'e do not

suppose that society has existed in any country without liuvs, yet it

was through the Jewish nation that wo have received the deca-

logue, paramount in authority to all merely conventional laws, as

well as su})erior in the comprehensiveness of its connnands. Again,

while all nations have felt the necessity of occasional days of rest

and devotion as indispensable to society, it was the Jews who first

had the idea of resting on the seventh day and hallowing it.

The popul ition of Palestine is estimated at only two hundred

thousand. It is scattered over mpuntains, which seem only min-

gled masses of rocks and ruins, with here and there a smiling val-
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ley or dell, whieli in vain solicits society and cultivation. Jeru-

salem, without trade, without any organized society, without even

rich landed proprietors, is a congregation of ecclesiastics and me-

chanics or artisans, who subsist by supplying the few wants of the

annual crowds of religious pilgrims, generally poor, who come to

pay their vows at the sepulchre. Probably no town of an equal

population in the Alps or Rocky Mountains is so universally poor

as Jerusalem. In looking over the country now, travellers find it

difficult to conceive that it once sustained three millions of vigor-

ous, prosperous, and happy people. Travellers have two different

ways of accounting for this : a skeptical class conclude that the an-

cient glory and greatness of Palestine were exaggerated ; another

class, pious and credulous, infer that the land has been wasted by a

scourge, a curse for the obduracy of its ancient people. The truth

doubtless is, that Palestine in the day of the Jewish nation was just

as it is described by her poets and prophets : its valleys rejoiced in

corn and wine ; its mountains were covered with olives, figs,

pomegranates, and mulberries, and even its rocky cliifs with flocks

and herds. For two thousand years, Palestine has been a theatre

of civil war, and of foreign wars instigated by ambition, cupidity, re-

ligious propagandism, and persecution. Persians, Greeks, Romans,

Christians, Mussulmans, English, French, Turks, and Germans,

have all participated in these conflicts. Its ancient people, ex-

hausted, disperseu, impoverished, and desolated, have left the ter-

races on its mountains to go to waste, after being denuded of their

M'oody covering, while they have fled from and abandoned its thou-

sand villages for shelter in the rocks. We know not what has

become of the race which once made Palestine the pride and glory

of the world—they have mostly disappeared in these desolating

wars.

The Roman conquerors were content Afith subjugating the coun-

try ; the Crusaders were neither agriculturists, shepherds, nor colo-

nists ; and those who remained were merely monks and hcrniitt".

Mussulman propagandism employs only the externunating sword,

and tlio Turk has extended into Palestine the barbarism which the

successful armies of the " Prophet " established in every country
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where they appeared. The Bedouin Arabs followed the Moham-
medan conquerors, and there could be no safe or peaceful cultiva-

tion in the neighborhood of their tents. While this devastation

has in every century become more complete, the European nations

have been as constantly moved with a desire for the regeneration

of Palestine. This desire has manifested itself in two schemes very

different, and yet both equally impracticable.

The Jews expect the regeneration of Palestine through a provi-

dential restoration of themselves to the ancient city. The Chris-

tians look for the same happy consummation through the missionary

instruction of this discordant and wretched people. "We would

disturb no benevolent religious hope, but it seems to us that the

ways appointed or allowed by Providence do not necessarily re-

quire the restoration of Jerusalem or of Palestine to the power and

prestige they enjoyed under the reign of Solomon, any more than

they require the restoration of Memphis and Egypt, of Athens and

Greece, of Rome and Italy. If Solomon could come again iipon

the earth, and see the mocking Mosque of Omar en the site of the

glorious temple he built, and see his royal gardens run to brambles

and weeds, and find, instead of the towers and palaces in which

ho gloried, a city enclosing within a Turkish wall a mere huddle

of infidels—the Egypt which he feared, a solitude—the Ezion-gebej",

whence he dispatched his ships to Ophir, a heap of sand—and

Lebanon covered with mulberries instead of cedars and firs, we

think he would concede that there is at l?<?t " something new under

the sun." Nevertheless, it is only in one sense that there is change

from the past. Human nature and the human race are the same,

rhey change places, circumstances, and conditions, but their destiny

remains the same, and their progress toward it is continuous andi

onward. Empires and nations, as well as individual?, are mortal,

but the human race, for aught we know, is continuous on earth. In

modern times, at least, the work of human progress is carried on

chiefly by commerce and immigration
;
perhaps it was always so.

Long before the fall of Jerusalem, " the star of empire" had begim

to move westward. It is likely to continue to move in the same

direction until it returns to the point in the heavens whence
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it took its departure. New capitals ami new nations have already

come into existence, and more will come before Palestine and Jeru-

salem will be restored. lUit this is not discoura^'ing to any just

hopes of the Kast. A sliglifc inipntvenicnt is , '-ridy noticeable in

Palestine. Jalhi, Caipha, and JJeirut already exhibit s< ne pleasint,'

germs of progress planted by the always patient and enterprising

Germans. The more that new capitals and nations are built up in

the Wet;t, the more will the renewing, revivifying eflcct be felt

in the East, and, without waiting for the establishment of republics

and Christianity in India and China, or even in Japan, we may sec

civilized, enlightened Christian nations come into existence in

Palestine, as well as in Syria and in Egypt.

The Jewish improvement and Christian missions are not to be

rejected or undervalued. They will coiiperate in producing these

results, though insufficient in themselves to produce them. The

Jewish endowments and Christian missions are, after all, only for-

eign charities. No nation ever was or can be regenerated by mere

charity from abroad. Ihit charity, going hand-in-hand with com-

merce and immigration, effects every thing. It has been so in the

Sandwich Islands, and in every part of America. Perhaps we need

to see Constantinople before we decide upon the important question

whether the empire of Turkey is beginning to yield to the renovat-

ing influences which reach it from the West. It is certain that

thus far in Palestine and Syria, as well as in Egypt, we.find Mussul-

man bigotry modified, and Oriental prejudices dec^lining. This is

an auspicious omen of the gradual improvement of Palestine. We
have seen, not only the railroad, but the ship-canal in Egypt, as

well as the turnpike-road and the telegraph in Palestine. Why
may we not expect to see the railroad as well as the telegraph in

Palestine ? IIow can there be telegra])hs and railroads anywhere

without progress and civilization ?

June 2\8t, of Ci/prua.—The island of Cyprus, the Turkish out-

post in the Mediterranean, known to us only by the fervent poetic

descriptions of the ancients, and by the conunercial reports of its

frnitfulness in modern times, was for us, as we suppose it is for all
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travellers, a disappointment. Its population, once a million, is now
only eighty thouBand. Its first capital Paplios, now a mere village

on the beach—its later capital, Llalium, snnk into the earth, is now
visited only at Larnica, a dull modern Turkish village seaport, au

ugly town at the base of a broken range of sand-hills. Small

clusters of date-palms or orchards appear at intervals at the left of

the village, while n small strip of verdure stretches behind the town

at the foot of the parched hills. They tell us here that they have

had no rain for three years, and the island is dried up. Exaggerated

as the description of it may have been bj? the ancients, it is never-

theless an island abounding in the richest and rarest of fruit, Not

only its figs, but its raisins and wine, are recognized as familiar

articles of commerce throughout the world. The United States

consul, General di Cesnola, entertained us during the morning,

and we had an opportunity to test the island proverb that "so

many days are added to one's allotted term of life, by every draught

of its delicious wine," We did not quaff enough to add much to

our longevity, although

"The brown bees of Ilymettiis

Miiko thoir honey not so sweet."

We were especially interested in a rare collection of antiques

which General di Cesnola has fortunately made. Purchasing a

piece of ground, once a farm, which proved to bo part of the ancient

city of Idalium, and obtaining leave of the Turkish authorities to

dig, he has gone down through at least three cemeteries in tiers,

one above another, ar.d has unearthed more than fourteen thou-

sand articles, from the tombs of siuiccssive generations, which flour-

ished through a period of probably two the.i, and years. Each one

of these relics has a great value for its ririty, but the aggregate

collection has a peculiar and even a more curious one, because it

presents works of art and taste, statues, tablets, busts, vases, lamps,

coins, and inscriptions, utensils and ornaments of gold, silver, glass,

and terra-cotta, in a combination that, like a scries of chronological

tables, illustrates the history not only of Cyprus, but of civilization

itself.
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The lowest stratum is a collection of articles as low and rude as

the attempts at carving and sculpture of the North-American In-

dians. These were either made by or copied from the ancient

Egyptians and Assyrians. Then comes the next stratum, compris-

ing the improved works of art of the Phoenicians, nearer neighbors

to Cyprus, and historically recognized as its colonizers. Next

come relics of the Persians ; next after them, in the ascending

series, arc those of the Greeks, among which are works of statuary

and carving not unworthy of the times of Poriiles and Phidias

;

then those of the era of Alexander ; lastly, those of the period of

the Roman emperors.

There is a remarkable unity, however, running through the

whole of these relics. In every layer of them were found mani-

fold figures of Venus, the guardian goddess of the Cyprians, in

every attitude and association, from a plate of copper roughly

shrpen into a human form to the Goddess of Love rising from the

wave in the conch-shell at Paphos, or attended by her son Cupid in

her triumphal car, drawn by gentle doves, graceful swans, or active

little sparrows. We noticed no Christian relics. Paul and Bar-

nabas labored here. The latter was a native of Cyprus, but d'^ubt-

less their contemporaries and followers had modes of s«[)ulture dif-

ferent from those of the pagans. It is smcerely to be hoped that

this valuable collection will be secured by some museum or archreo-

logical 6oci<-ty in the United States.'

Smyrna, June 24^A.—Smyrna, the ancient queen of Ionia,

which, according to the historical accounts, has sliddcn down the

rocky coast to the level beach, presents a scene of life and activity

unusual in the East. The harbor and wharves arc filled with light

and graceful shipping. We mistook for a modern Turkish fort-^ca-

tion the ruins of a Venetian fort on a clilF which overhangs tlie

city with picturesque effect. Near the summit is the cave-tomb

which is consecrated in Christian atfections as the tomb of Poly-

carp, native bishop and martyr of Smyrna. The town, stretching

' Since this n-aa written, the Costioln coUci tion bus been piiichaBcd for the Metropoli-

tan MiBcutn of Art, ami is now (1873) in New York.
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a mile along the curving shove, seems ncrrly embowered in orange-

orchards and cypress-groves. On near approacli, an ancient part

of the town wears the dull aspect of age and neglect, but there is a

new quarter which exhibits elegant structures, indicative of com-

mercial prosperity and enterprise. This improvement, together

with a railroad just constructed, excites some hope that Greece, so

long dciul, may live again. The government estimate of the popu-

lation is one hundred and fifty thousand ; we think it one hundred

thousand.

Here, as in other Turkish ports, the autiiorities, with the United

States consul, came on board to receive Mr. Seward, and gave him

on shore a demonstrative welcome. We lose no time In making an

excursion by railroad this afternoon to the ruins of Ephesus.

Smyrna is situated nearly midway on a promontory which pro-

jects into the yEgean. Ephesus is fifty miles southeast, at the head

of the bay, and at the mouth of the Meander, while Samos, at the

opening of the bay, comma. Js both ports.

The country between Smyrna and Ephesus, even under Turkish

rule, is highly cultivated with cereals and fruits. At this season it

is brightly pink and green with wild oleanders and grain-fields,

while it is not without the embellishment of ornamental villas and

many pretty villages.

Guides, horses, and grooms, were in waiting, in pursuance of

telegraphic instructions, at the station. "We rode in the rosy light

of sunset across the low banks of the Meander, a marsh now, as it

was two thousand years ago. The bay affords a magnificent har-

bor, with distant views of Samos and Scio.

Ephesus stood on a plain broken by hills, liii^h but easy of

ascent. The famous Temple of Diana is represented by the an-

jients as having been conspicuous in the approach to the city from

the sea. Probably all or most of the public edifices stood on the

summits of the hills, while the lower grounds, not less than the hills

tliemselveb, were occui)led with dwellings and shops.

There is no reason to doubt that Ephesus wo.'C a noble as well

as a cheerful aspect. Within the entire area of the ancient city

tlierc is not now found one human habitation. There are ruins,
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but nothing more, notliing olao. Entcilng that area, we found

tliat experimental excavations had been made, wliicli had left frag-

ments of marble ooliunns scattered in all directions. Crossing,

not without some danger, the gaping pits made by these excava-

tions, we found, on one of the hill-sides, the cemetery of the Ephe-

sians. Tombs, some single alcoves, others vaulted chambers, had

been cut in the solid rock. The largest of these chambers was as-

serted by our Turkish guide to be the tomb of St. Luke. But our

historical researches do not give us any satisfactory account of the

manner of the death of that apostle. Descending from the hill, we

came into a wild, romantic dell, where an angle of the precipice

had been cut away and two large chambers excavated, one of them

having a vaulted Grecian roof. We could not conjecture the de-

sign of this grotto, overhung with tangled shrubs and trees. It

seemed too airy and graceful for a tomb, too inconvenient and som-

bre for a dwelling, and too small for a temple. Our guide solved

the difficulty with ease. He said it was the identical cave of tlic

'* Seven Sleepers." lie did not know when the seven sleepers

went to sleep or why. Fortunately, our early reading of romance

supplied us with the pretty legend.

Seven noble youths, who had embraced Christianity in the third

century at Ephesus, were walled up in this cave, together with a

faithful dog. After resting there two centuries, the wall was re-

moved—and here the legend divides : One version, is, that they

showed themselves to the people, and went on tlieir way rejoicing

;

the dog as jubilant as the rest. The Mohammedan version is, that,

though their bodies were found, their spirits ascended to heaven,

and that there they, as well as the good dog, yet live and iionrisli,

in immortal youth ; the latter having for his society in paradise

several other noble brutes, namely, the ram that Abraham sacri-

ficed instead of his son Isaac, Haalam's remonstrating ass, tlte nss

which the Saviour rode on his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and

the mare which Mohammed rode in his ascent to paradise.

The Greek Christians, apparently not less superstitious than

their brethren of Itome, have stuccoed the cave, and converted it

into a chapel in honor of one of their modern saints. These man-
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Boleunjfl of Kpliesus wore remarkable for being less spacious and

more tasteful in architecture and ornament than those of Egypt

ami Palestine. No one of them is finished without the use of the

curved line.

Passing down and around this lull-cemetery, we confronted, on

unotlier eminence, the ruins of a vast and massive circular edifice.

The wall is constructed of stones as large and well hewn as those

in the wall uf the wailing-place at Jerusalem, but heaps of small

stones, bricks, and mortar, are mingled with them, which indicate

either the frugal age of architectui'e, or at least the time when the

lioman compierors of Ephesus repaired the structure. Broken

marble columns, architraves, and cornices, half covered by rubbish,

prove the dignity of this edifice, aud archaiologists have decided

that it was the stadium of the city—a place used for popular and

municipal assemblies.

"^^'^inding our way around the base of the same eminence, wo

reached another ruin, far more beautiful, and, at the same time,

unmistakable in its design. It is the ruin of an amphitheatre,

small indeed, but constructed entirely of fine white marble. The

basement-story, subdivided into halls, corridors, and chambers, is

still perfect, and the semicircular rows of seats, rising toward the

sides, would be comfortable for an audience even now. All the

other parts of the little theatre, including the walls, columns, roof,

and cornices, have fallen into the area, but the fragments of each

part may easily be distinguished. An architect would find no dif-

ficulty in rebuihling the theatre in its original form and propor-

tions. But this is not the only place of popular amusement. Sepa-

rated from this theatre only by an avenue of well-worn tessellated

pavement, we came to the ruin of another amphitheatre four times

more spacious than the first, the model the same, the material the

same, but more exquisitely wrought. The seats must have been

sufficient to accommodate thirty thousand spectators. The outer

door-ways remain unbroken. On their white-marble jambs, in

pure ancient Greek, in letters perfectly legible, as if engraved yes-

terday, arc the police rules for the conduct of the theatre, and even

the names of the dniniatis personce. The vaulted chambers for the
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confinement of the wild beasts, with arched passages leading from

them into the arena, remain in ])ei'fe('t preservation. Taking our

places on the upper tier, and looking down upon the space now
covered with the confused mass of broken marble colinnns, walls,

and statuary, we said t'» ourselves, Tliis, if not the adjoining ruin,

must be "t'lo thoaire into which the people rushed, with one ac-

cord," wi ''i' alarmed Demetrius, the silversmith "which

made silver r'ncs i ,r Diana," together with the workmen of like

occupation, by prenchi;'^, that "they be no gods which are made

with hands."

And, since we find here the cages of the beasts and tlie arena,

this surely is the place where Paul " fought with beasts at Ephc-

sus." So it was from the beginning, and so it will be to the end.

The proudest work of man's hands must perish and disappear froin

the earth, while no thought of God's can ever die. Though wo

cannot identify even the grave of one of the thousands to whom
Paul preached the unity and spirituality of God, nor can we trace

his remains to their final resting-place, yet his utterance of that

divine truth already encircles the earth, and, if the soul of man be

immortal, must survive the earth itself.

Thus far we felt that we were treading on tolerably safe ground

in exploring the history of Ejihesus. Now, however, on looking

oflT toward the sea, we saw, on the northern promontory, a cir-

cular, castellated tower, which certainly is not as old-as the Pyra-

mids nor as new as Fortress Monroe. Inquiring what it was, we

were answered that it was " St. Paul's prison." It is more prob-

ably the ruin of a Saracenic (possibly a Roman) watch-tower. We
next passed over an elevated plain designated, perhaps not without

reason, as a field of gymnastic exercises similar to the Olymjuc

games.

Ephesus, so completely ruined, is now nearly lost sight of by

travellers ; but an English gentleman, Mr. Wood, is here conduct-

ing researches for the British Museum. He believes he has recently

discovered, by unmistakable signs, the site of the temple dedicated

to the worship " of the great goddess Diana, and of the image

which fell down from Jupiter.'' Mr. "Wood is said to have care-
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fully covered the colmnns which he has discovered, ft service to his-

tory tor which he does not receive the thanks of the guides or the

few tourists who penetrate to Ephcsus.

AVe lult Ephesus under the beams of a crescent moon (though not

as the Turks paint it, with Venus between its horns), and reached

the hospitable home of our consul, Mr. Smithcrs, at midnight.

It was the eve of St. John, and, late as the hour was, the en-

tire population was in the streets, which were blazing with bon-

iircs. We are not surprised at this devout reverence paid to his

memory, for we recall the fact that the apostolic missionaries, when

they iirst came to Ephesus, found there Jews who practised the rite

of baptism, but knew only the baptism of John.

Grecian Arch'qyelago, Jiuie 21</i.—Pleasant courtesies were ex-

changed between Mr. Seward and the Turkish authorities at

Smyrna. We parted here with our excellent friend Betts lley,

atid reembarked, at four o'clock, on the steamer Apollo.

June 25<A.-*^'' The Isles of Greece " cannot be studied in their

present sober and commonplace reality. A poetic atmosphere per-

vades them, and they rise before you, not in their present real dul-

ncss and isolation, but in the life and glowing warmth in which

they have been sung by Homer and Byron.

What a pretty, white village is this of Tines which we are pass-

ing, with the hills behind it terraced to their summits with orange-

orchards and vineyards ! Green little Delos, rising gracefully from

the sea as we are gliding past, tempts us to go ashore and search

among its hills for the remains of the Temple of Apollo, so famous

i'or its sanctity. Syra has modern beauty that gives it a charm,

needing nothing from anticpiity to make it attractive. Little of

Syra is ever read or heard of in the West, except tliat it is a mid-

way station of exchange of jiroducts between the Greek ports. A
town of five thousand dwellings is built on the face of a triple hill,

the streets horizontal and parallel, one above another, so that, from

the deck of our steamer in the harbor, we look into the door of every

house in the city. Belonging to Greece, the island is inhabited ex-

clusively by Christians. For the first time since wc arrived in Jajian,

47
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nine montliB ngo, urgaii temples and Moslem moBqucB have disnjv

pcnrcd, and (/liriatiaiiity coidVontH ncitlier diHseiit nor opjuKsition.

Mr. Seward was received by tlie Gnek governor and United

A OACKK omclAt.

States consul, and our party enjoyed a delightful promenade con-

cert in the small public square, wlicre it seemed as if all the inlial)i-

tants had come out for evening recreation, news, coft'ee, and ices.

The Greek costumes of both sexes, more artistic than any in the

world, imparted a ])oetic air to the scene.

Wc embarked at seven o'clock, the last hour -^'hich the vcgula-

tions allow for a stay in port. The steamer lingered ur.accountalily.

As night came on, fires were seen creeping along the rocl'v terviiccs

of the triple hill. These bonfires increasing for a time, at Inst

gave way to a pillar of fire near the summit. There were rockets

and balloons, and at length the beautiful Church of St. George,
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M'liicli crowns tl.o liighcflt nnd ooiitrnl conical hill, flashed forth in

full bliizo of red, white, and blue lij^litrt. We had been detained for

an illuniiiiatioii in honor of Mr. Soward'rt visit.

IIu has met hero some of the HUrvivors of the emissaries who
visited the United States to secure aid for the (ireek Revolution in

1827. This illumination was n conscquenuo of liis sympathy with

the (Ireck cause. Coi.yparin<» notes with these revolutionists, they

enjoyed the })leasin«ij reflection tliat, although their sanguine hopes

for the recovery of all (ireeco had not been accom])li8hed, yet that

a not inconsiderable i)art of ancient Greece, mai"-land as well as

islar.ds, had been restored to independence and f^!>ristianity ; and

that the mass of the Greek people arc enjoying a measure of

practical civil and religious liberty unknown since the days of

Pericles, and one which could not have been conceived by either

Alcibiades or Duniostbenca.
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CHAPTER I.

ATHENS AND CONSTANTINOPLE.

Athens'.—The Pirwus.—The Ilymettua.—Tlin Ilyssus,—Mr. Tuckcrniiin.—Queen Olga.

—Grecian Ruins compared with tliosc of Egypt and Hindostan.—Modern Greeuo,

the Mexico of Europe.—Tlio Sea of Marmora.—Tulving Con.stantinoplu by Surprise.

—A Coutr('-T(m}>s.—.\\Vn WaW that Ends Well.—The Sultan Alniul-Aziz.—A Busy

Day.—E.xoursion^.—("luirnis of Constantinople.—The Old Seraglio —Fourth of July.

—Robert ('oUcge.—The Ho.'iporus.—Turkish Women.—The New Palace.—Untimely

Visit.—Kiamil Pacha.—Audience with the Sultan.—Departure from Constantinople.

Athens, June 2Sth.—We liavti " done " Athciiri in thirty-six

liours, because we have no more hours to do it in. Although wo

feel somewhat the worse for it, there is no sign that Athens has

suffered. Our keen appetite for anticpics and eccentricities of hu-

man progress has been dulled. It seems to us now that, here in

Greece, instead of continuing our progress down the stream of the

old civilization of the world, we are beginning to ascend the tide

of a new one.

We arrived at si.v yesterday morning, at the Piraeus, the port

of modern Athens, but no longer walled and fortified as in the

days of Pericles. It was not without a feeling of awe, almost of

reverence, that we recognized, in the mountain-chain -hich borders

the plain we are entering, the ancient Jlymettus, and the whole

glorious though brief history of Athenian greatness ru.slicd upon

us as w(> looked upon the more distant range which outlines the

Peloponnesus. Deviating from the direct roitd, we ap]>roached the

city through one of those vast cemeteries by which Iii.-^toriii.ns tell

us it was <;'r,i)ely surrounded outside of the ancient walls. Strange

to say, the* cemetery has a pleasing rather than a melancholy as-

'
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pcct. No gaping vaults, no revolting mummies, no tombs, no sar-

cophagi, are here. All excavations have been filled iip and lev-

elled, while the monuments which covered them have been gath-

ered and carefully arranged. The monuments, in no case colossnl,

consist of marble statuary, and tablets engraved and inscribed in

alto-riliem. The execution in all cases is exquisite, the design al-

ways touching and simple.

Modern Athens is a town of fifty thousand inhabitants. Al-

though it retains and preserves most interesting and wonderful

monuments of the past, it is nevertheless purely European, and has

put the ancient world of Africa and Asia out of siglit. Its streets

are of comfortable width, well paved ; its buildings, with few ex-

A On.KRK WOMAX.

captions, are modern, but crowded too densely. "Wo took lodginp;s

at the Plotel d'Angleterre, at the foot of the beautiful gardens ot
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the Royal Palace. The fieidb round Athens are brown from a long
drought, but the monotony is relieved by a wide belt of olive-trees

TlBrDGE AT ELErrSlS.

wliich stretch behind the city, and in the valley quite to the foot of

llyniettus. The cloudless atmosphere imparts to the mountains

that dcejvazuro hue which enthusiastic writers call tlic " violet

crown " of Athens. The Ilyssus, like most of the classic streams

of Europe, is a disappointment to the American traveller.
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June 2Sth.—Mr. Tuckcrinan, the able and accomplished Ur.ited

States minister, beinoj absent from Greece, had arranged with the

ministry in regard to Mr. Seward's reception, and had left the

legation in the care of the United States consul, charged with the

duty of announcing Mr. Seward's arrival. The consul met us at

the Piraeus, and has assiduously attended us during our stay in

Athens. On our return last night from an excursion to Elcusis,

we found a note from the chamberlain appointing eleven o'clock

this morning for an audience with Queen Olga in the absence of

the king, who is on a visit to Copenhagen.

The palace is entirely modem and European. The young queen

was gracious ; she is intelligent, pleasing, and beautiful. Speaking

English perfectly, she left nothing unsaid which she could have

said of her consideration for Mr. Seward, or of appreciation of his

visit to Greece. And she expressed herself as having no wish so

near her heart as that of seeing the United States—a nation whom
her father, the Grand-duke Constantine of Eussia, had taught hor

to respect and admire.

Grecian ruins, seen so soon after our explorations of those of

Egypt and Ilindostan, siiggest the reflection that in the early age

'f Egypt human labor and means of subsistence, as well as materials

for building, nn ere plentiful and cheap, while the edifices to bo con-

structed W'Cre only temples and tombs. At the same time, the gov-

ernment was not merely absolute, but despotic. Ar't and science

had not been taxed to discover the smallest amount of materials or

labor with which an enduring structure could be built. Undor

ohese circumstances, the Egyptian i\vramids, temples, and tonihs,

were of great and even gigantic dimensions. The Pluvnicians, the

Jews, and the Greeks, coming later, found the necessity for econ-

omy of labor and materials, while the greater independence of the

people obliged the governments to practise frugality, and to perfect

science adapted to that frugality. The (irecks, therefore, while

they gathered their models from Egypt, i-ediiced their designs from

the colossal to the ]n'nctical, and substituted, for massivencss, orna-

ment and beauty. I\Ioreover, architecture and the arts of design,

in Egy])t, were a priestlj monopoly, and subject to exact rcgula-
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tion—the people of Egypt had no share in thcra. In Greece, the

arts passed over from the government to the people, aiVd became a

study, a pride, and a profit, in which all the citizens could sliare.

As it is apparent that Egypt never perfected the Grecian work, so

it is equally manifest that Greece could never have produced the

Pyramids, Karnak, or the Tombs of the Kings. Each was the proper

THE TKMI'LE OF VIITORY, ATHENS.
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I artri of desiii-n,
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work of a distinct stage of human civilization. Absurd as was the

mythology of ancient Greece, it was, nevertheless, a cheerful and

liopeful religious system, while that of Egypt was a gloomy and

fearful superstition. Egyptian architecture and arts produced, and

were designed to produce, the impression of terror and awe ; they

gave, therefore, no scope for pleasing lines of beauty, for delicate
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traces of art, or for tints and hues of coloring. Grecian architect-

ure, on tlic contrary, was as joyous as the (rreek niythology.

IIow (lid it liappcn that tlic ircedom and the power of ancient

Greece were so transient ?

It was due to the fact that Greece, being subdivided into small

states and islands, mutually j ialous of each other, proved incapable

of maintaining one central national authority adequate to pro-

tection against dangers from without or security against revolu-

tion within. Greece had a free, intellectual, and enlightened peo-

ple. Their philosophers, orators, and statesmen, seem to have been

conscious of this, for they studied less the glory and grandeur of

the Greeks themselves than the universal advancement of man-

kind. For this they have their reward. Whatever the moderns

liave, either of government, science, art, or literature, all confess

that it is traceable to the Greeks. Even when we are extending the

domain of science, and demanding names for newly-discovered sub-

stances, powers, forces, and qualities, we turn unhesitatingly to the

full and expansive Greek hmguagc for a new technology. How
little the ancient Greeks thought that, when wo should have ac-

quired the power of compelling the lightning to transmit our

thoughts, we should be obliged to borrow from them the name of

the instrument of communication ! IIow little did they imagine

that, when we should acquire the power to compel the sua to paint

for us, we should resort to them for the name of the nbwly-inventcd

instrument and art

!

Modern Greece is the Mexico of Europe—new, experimental,

and unreliable, requiring forbearance, patience, and protection

;

but, having all these, its condition is hopeful. It has, at least, <jot

rid of Turkish despotism and Mohammedan superstition. Greece

will probably become greater, and its present monarchy may lie

regarded as what Lafayette proposed the government of Louis

Philippe should be—a monarchy surrounded with republican insti-

tutions, and an introduction to the republic itself.

Co?istantinqple, June 29/A.—This morning wo were in the Sea

of Marmora, surrounded by beautiful islands, and at eleven o'clock
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we rounded the base of tlie Seven Towers and beheld St. Sophia's

lofty dome, the old Soraglioj the new Imperial Palace, and, crossiii"

the mouth of the Golden Horn, anchored in the Bosporus under

the crowded, towering shore of Pera.

We did what no invader could have done in the time of Belisa-

rius, for we took Constantinople by fiuri)rise. Although Mr. Sew-

ard came as an invited guest of the Sultan, and although the

United States legation had corrcspondc<l with him in India and

Egypt about the time of his coming, neither crescent nor stars and

stripes from the shore answered the signal which waved from the

mast-head of the Wien. What could it mean '( We lingered an

hour on the deck. A mythical person presented himself, speaking

very imperfect English, and informed us that apartments Avere, to

his certain knowledge, provided for us by the Govenmient at the

Hotel d'Angleterre. This information coincided with the letter

which Mr. Seward had received when in China from Blacque Bey,

written by direction of the grand-vizier. Weary of the sea, and

impatient under a cold shower of the first rain wo had experienced

since our arrival at Calcutta in March, we availed ourselves of the

captain's kindness, and went ashore in his gig. Landing, and clam-

bering over heaps ot stones, we took shelter from the rain in an

o])en shed which served as a cafe for the market-men who thronged

the beach. Two rickety one-horse carriages were all that could be

found in which to make our entrance. We secured both. Leavina:

one of them to the servants, we three passengers crowded ourselves

into the other. We had scarcely commenced our ascent, wlicn we

collided with a timber-cart coming down the same steep, narrow

road. Extricatin_ (uirselves, we took the s'. iewalk, and proceeded

safely enough until the overtaxed horse gave out, and wo com-

])leted our journey on foot in the drizzling rain.

We reached the Hotel d'Angleterre unexpected guests. The

telegraph had announced that we would come to-morrow. But

the keeper of the liotel would do his best ; he was sure he was to

entertain us on behalf of the Porte, and he would endeavor to do

it as wcil as possible. It soon turned out that the reception which

had been arranged for Mr, Seward fell to those whom we had left
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behind. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, informed of the United

States flag raised on the Wien, dispatched a guard of honor to the

wharf. The guard . ?et the servants in their calash, with the lug-

gage on carts, winding their way to the imperial custom-house.

The guard divided to the right and left, and, with due solemnity

and respect, escorted Jenny Corell, Arthur Price, and William

Freeman, to the entrance of the Hotel d'Angleterre. Half an

hour afterward the grand-chamberlain, and the United States

charge d'affaires, John P. Brown, and the United States marshal,

Mr. Thompson, arrived, and explanations were duly made. The

telegraph from Athens, announcing that we had sailed, was without

date, and was not put on the wire until we were passing the Hel-

lespont. The apology offered was made the more soothing for us

by the statement of the lord-chamberlain that precisely the same

mistake occurred on the arrival of the Empress Eugenie last year.

The manner of the eontre-temjps was different in the two eases. In

that of the empress, the grand-vizier with his war-steamer went

out to meet the French imperial frigate on which she was coming.

But, unfortunately, the two vessels passed each other unobserved,

60 that she was already at Constantinople while he was vainly look-

ing for her in the Sea of Marmora.

" All's well," however, " that ends well ! " The Turkish Gov-

ernment had subsequently designated another, and as they thought

a finer hotel, ilut, Mr. Seward being content with the Hotel

d'Angleterre, especially after learning that our host was the " Mys-

seri " of Kinglake's " Eothen," we remain here.

The highest effect of Constantinople is produced by its tout en-

semble. It has many different and noble aspects from various stand-

points, but in every case the whole is seen at once, and it is this

whole that constitutes the marvellous beauty of the city.

June SOth.—Why is it that the strongest curiosity of travellers,

even of republican travellers more than others, is to see princes 'i

Whatever the reacon may be, this is -not only a secret of the art of

history, but also of the dramatic art. Hamlet and Lear and Richard

are all the more interesting for being princes.
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Although we had no reason to suppose that royalty here, more

than elsewhere, would conceal its visnge from us, yet an opportunity

to see the Sultan Abdul-Aziz in a pageant to-day, and perhaps on

no other day, was not, at least in the judgment of the younger

portion of our party, to be lost. Successor of the caliphs, the

Sultan is the spiritual as well as temporal head of Islam. In this

character he goes in public procession from his palace at twelve

o'clock every Friday, either on horseback or in a barge, to ofler

prayers for the faithful in one of the principal mosques. This cus-

tom is one of very ancient standing, and is mentioned by travellers

among the Turks as early as the fifteenth century, though it is prob-

ably even much older than that. It affords an opportunity of see-

ing the Sultan of which nearly all strangers avail themselves. We
found two imperial carriages awaiting us at the door of our hotel,

and in them, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Brown, we were driven

into the street before the gate of the imperial residence. Our party

ALBANIAN C08TUIIH.

was not recognized among the many curious strangers whose car-

riages thronged the way, to witness the pageant, and we were

nearly an hour in finding a suitable stand. The palace clock had
^8
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been set back, and, an hour and a half after high noon struck the

equivalent of twelve in Turkish time, Abdul-Aziz issued from the

gate, dressed in the magnificent costume which is equally the uni-

form of the civil and military service of Turkey. He was mounted

on a noble white Arabian steed, caparisoned in gold and velvet.

A squadron of cavalry, with a sonorous flourish of trumpets, opened

the way, and another covered the rear. His majesty was attended

by all the ministers of the Porte on horseback, and surrounded by

a guard of Albanian officers on foot. These wore jackets, caps, and

gaiters, of maroon-velvet and gold, and full, spotless white skirts

reaching the knee—said to bo the most exquisite costume in the

world. Their shining, silver cimeters and pistols are worn in a

broad sash. The Sultan is a stout, well-formed man, forty-seven

years old, with a pleasing and amiable though not impressive coun-

tenance. His hair is slightly gray, and he is said to dislike tlie

national fez, which he wears very small. He rides remarkably well,

like a soldier accustomed to the saddle. His bland smile when

passing our carriages, which indeed ho might have known by the

imperial livery to be his own, indicated to Mr. Brown that he had

the honor of being personally recognized, although he failed in the

attempt to flatter Mr. Seward with the belief that he shared in that

honor.

Being assured that the presence of Christians at the official ser-

vices of the mosque would be popularly regarded as intrusive by the

Moslems, it only remained for us to leave the ground as soon as

the imperial pageant had passed. We observed that not only the

ministers, but the military officers, and even our excellent friend

Mr. Brown, betrayed sentiments of awe and reverence 'Hiring the

progress ; while, on the other hand, the people " of the baser sort,"

Turks as they are, manifested neither sympathy with the procps-

sion, nor homage for the sovereign, but were as free and indifferent

in their demeanor as a crowd of spectators at a military parade in

the United States.

July 1st.—Mr. Seward has had a busy day. He has exchanged

visits with Server Pacha, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and acting
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grand-vizier, in the placo of Ali Pacha, who, long resisting, has at

last succumbed under an illness which it is feared will be fatal ; also

with Kiamil Pacha, president of the Council of State; and the Min-

isters of Justice and Commerce, Cabruli Pacha and Mounetaz

Elfendi. He was received by these functionaries at their several

offices in the Divan, and entertained there with very agreeable con-

versation, and the customary offerings of coffee and chibouque. The

conversation did not go, however, beyond expressions compliment-

ary to Mr. Seward, and highly appreciative of the United States.

He thought that Turkish politics, so deeply interwoven with those

of European powers, are probably reserved by the ministers for the

treatment of the great otatesman, Ali Pacha.

The Divan is a large and spacious European structure, superior

to any public edifice of the same sort here, or to any that we have

seen throughout the East, though very inferior to the department

buildings at Washington.

By the courtesy of the Government, the necessary permits for

free access to the city and all its institutions and amusements were

sent to us this morning. It was amusing to see the care that was

taken in filling up the dates and inserting the names in these

printed forms ; a banker could hardly practise more care in draw-

ing bills of exchange to guard against perversion or counterfeiting.

We understand that permits to view the mosques, palaces, and mu-

seums here, are usually charged with a fee as a perquisite.

We have made several excursions around the city. The survey

from without, at whatever point, produces the same impression,

that of unmixed admiration. It has been with us a profound study

to determine what it is that constitutes the peculiar and surpassing

effect of Constai^tinople as a great and magnificent seat of com-

merce and empire. Nature has invested the site with such advan-

tages in this respect as no other city enjoys. It is an isthmus, and

a narrow one at that, with lofty and towering but graceful eleva-

tions, which divide two great seas, the Mediterranean and the

Eiixine, and two great continents, Europe and Asia. The seas

clasp hands between the continents, which smile upon each other

across the narrow strait of the fathomless, blue-rolling Bosporus.
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What would otherwise be a topographical monotony is broken bv

the broad, deep, and winding channel of the Golden Horn, whiclj

breaks the European coast into two not unequal parts, with banks

on either side as green and gently sloping as those of the Bospo-

rus. Constantinople, not diminutive nor contracted, covers plain,

valley, and hill, on either shore, as far as the eye can reach, with a

populous, majestic city. You take no notice of the political, mu-

nicipal, or geographical divisions of the city : though the portion

south of the Horn and west of the Bosporus is designated as tlie

ancient Byzantium, now Staniboul proper ; and the portion o" tlio

city north of it and west of the Bosporus as Pora ; and the por-

tion which occupies the eastern bank is known as Scutari, the

ancient Chrysopolis—^yet Stamboul, Pcra, and Scutari, with what-

ever other municipalities or suburbs there may be, are merged

altogether, and make the one, great, noble city of Constantinople.

From whatever new point of view you look at the panorama, you

feel not the distant but the immediate presence of the two oceans

and of the two continents. Boston merely encircles a bay; New

York graces an island between two rivers ; London crowds both level

banks of a tame and turbid river ; Paris merely clusters, like Rome,

upon the banks of a narrow, tideless btream ; Amsterdam shuts out

the sea by dikes, making for itself an artificial site ; even Venice,

the " Queen of the Adriatic," takes refuge from it in a shallow,

marshy bay; while Naples is content with occupying an amphithe-

atre, nobly beautiful indeed, but still a circular mounta.n-shore.

But Constantinople has the deep, great sea flowing, not oiilj near

it but through it. The sea, elsewhere, is a thing of dread—the sea,

at Constantinople, is a highway of commeree,.and a pleasure-lake.

Although dividing the city, it is not forced out by wharves, docks,

or piers, on either side. You may pass from the steamship to

your dwelling-place on the greensward of your garden ; or you

may enter your frail caique and float in safety on the deep waters,

which r. the same time are bearing by the most majestic ships that

man can build. So you may, from the samy pleasure-boat, land on

either green shore of the Bosporus at tiie water's edge, or wind

your way among the fleets riding at ancVor in tli? Golden IlOiU.
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It is this peaceful contact of two continents, with tlie truce be-

tween an old and a new civilization in the Bosporus, and at the

same time a control of two seas, both relieved of their terrors,

while retaining always their placid beauty, that nmkes Constanti-

nople the most delightful place in the world. One other element

enters into the picture—the streets of Constantinople are narrow,

ANOIEMT I'lLLAB AT CONSTANTINOI'LR

most of the dwellings and shops are cheap and frail, yet these

blemishes are overlooked in the view of t^\e ever-admired Oriental
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city, with thu glefiniing towers, domes, and minarets, of its tbou-

eand palucur* luul mosques, and a gorgeous golden sunlight oou-

FOUNTAIN OF TDK BBRAGLIO.

trusting with the sparkling blue sea, the dark cypress-groves of

Scutari, and, in the distance, the bright islands of the Marmora,

and the snowy peak of Olympus. It is the harmony of each part

with the whole which constitutes the nameless beauty of the scene.

It is the presence, not of waters diminutive as rivers, nor of emi-

nences diminutive as hills, but of seas and mountains—not of the

seas and mountains of one country, but of the seas and mountains

of two vast and diverse continents,

J'il>/ 3cl.—The palace of Solyman the Magnificent, seated so

gracefully on the promontory which divides the Golden Horn from

the Bosporus, was the chief court residence of the Sultan until

seventy or eighty years ago. Now, under the name of the " Old

Seraglio,*' this great pile has been converted into a storehouse, in

which are deposited the regalia, ornaments, plate, and objects of

verfif, gathered by the crown since the time of the caliuhs. The
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('((Uection is curious. There arc crowns, thrones, uriiH, viiscs, table

furniture and ornaments, plate, (Oocks, watches, jewelry, and ))re-

cious stones, all of costliest material and most elaborate workman-

sliip, placed in cases, apparently without arran<^einent or desig-

nation of date or history—a treasure which Midus might cove%

although it is practically useless. It was only as an act of Bj)ecial

grace that v;e were admitted to the alcoves which contained the

rich library and manuscripts belonging to the Government. They

are watched with the utmost care, since the Government thinks it

has had reason to believe that some foreign states have tried by

indirect means to abstract some of them.

July \th.—Although the celebration of our national indcpen-

donco has come to be regarded as a commonplace affair at home, it

is an enjoyment which citizens of the United States cannot forego

without reluctance when abroad.

We repaired this morning, in accordance with an invitation, to

Robert College, an American university for the education of Turk-

ish youths, founded by the liberality of Christojjher R. Robert, of

New York. Twelve years ago the Turkish Government conceded

the site, which is the most connnanding one on the Bosporus.

But Mussulman jealousies caused delay in confirming the conces-

sion. A long and sometimes unjjleasant discussion, which occurred

on the subject between the two GovernmentSj was hajipily brought

to an end during the closing year of Mr. Seward's official term in

the Department of State.

The firman having been issued, two years sufficed for building

nn edifice adequate to the accommodation of one hundred and

fifty students. Dr. Hamlin, who has liad sole charge of the enter-

prise, is president, with a faculty of eleven ])rofcssors, and already

there are one hundred and twenty-five students. The Fourth of

July was chosen by President Hamlin to commemorate the com-

pletion of this important work with duo acknowledgments to the

Government of the United States and the Government of Turkey

for their favor and patronage. Mr. Seward's arrival at this junc-

ture and Blacque Bey's presence at Constantinople were regarded
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as fortunate coincidences of the celebration. After a long drive bv

the side of the Losporus and over its eminences, we espied tho

United States flag waving from the college. The president, faculty,

and students, with the United States c'tizens residing at Constan-

tinople, received Mr. Seward, and, having been severally prc^eiited

to liim on t.. 3 verandfi, attended him in procession to the recep-

tion-hall. A dinner, provided by the American residents, was

served—the flrst public entertainment of the kind ever known on

the shores of the Bosporus. And so the ivy-crowned, castellated

towers near by, which, in 1453, forty years before the discovery of

America, poured forth the invading army who subverted Chris-

tianity in the empire and established Moslem despotism in Stam-

boul, now^ were witnesses of the celebration of an event which is a

sure guarantee of religious as well as political regeneration of so-

ciety throughout tho world.

Dv. Hamlin presided at one of the two tables, which was deco-

rated with tho stars and stripes ; wh'le Blacque Bey, by the leave

and with the instruction of the Divan, presided at the other under

a canopy formed by the crescent flag of the Turkish Empire. The

guests were Americans, with their families ; Turks, of course, with-

out theirs ; and the body of students, among whom were repre-

sentatives froTi every province in the empire, as well as from Per-

sia, Greece, and the islands of the Levant.

Dr. Hamlin closed a spirited oration with congratulations to

Mr. Seward on his arrival in Constantinople, and thanks foi le

interest in the college which he had manifested. Mr. Seward an-

swered in a m<, ^'ler which seemed to awaken deep sensibility

among his own countrymen, while the natives of the East listened

with surprise and pleasure to a free exercise of speech for the tirst

time in their lives.

Blacque Bey and Mr. Brown followed with speeches which were

pleasing and appropriate in their allusions to Mr. Seward, Robert

College, and the relations between Turi;ey and the United States.

"When tho exercises closed, tho assemblage attended Mr. Seward

to his carriage, and parted from him with cheers for himselt, for

the Union, for the Turkish Empire, and for Ilobcr*^ College.
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July Uh.—The Minister of the Navy, Mahmoud Pac^ sent a

steamer this morning for the excursion on the Bosporus, indispen-

sable to a true knowledge of Constantinople. We displayed the

Li nited States flag by tjie side of the red baimer of the Turks.

The Bosporus is a channel, which, taking no note of municipal

divisions, traveroes the entire length of the capital ; but such a

channel as no human hands could make. While it is tideless, it

TURKISH WOMAN IN 8TKEF.T URE88.

nevertheless has the breadth of the East River at New York, and

a depth practically unfathomable. Its waters, from the Black Sea

to the Sea of Marmora, have a cuTent averaging two or three miles

an hour, but increased at some points to four miles by jutting

promontories or converging shores. The city and suburbs are

spread, though not equally, over the two lofty and gently-rising

banks, and a hostile ship-of-war moving through the Golden Horn

% V\
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and the Bosporus could shell and destroy not only every warehouse

on the bank, but every palace, mosque, and villa, in the entire city.

The Government has a high appreciation of the Bosporus as an or-

nament of the capital. It carefully prohibits the use of its shores

for offensive trades, avocations, or manufactories, and they are, con-

sequently, embellished with the finest public institutions, palaces,

and villas. Every man of the wealthier class, besides his winter

dwelling in Stamboul, Pera, or Scutari, has his villa and wherry on

the verdant bank of the Bosporus, and steps from his porch to his

barge, while his garden hangs on the hill-side. All the foreign

ministers and consuls have their villas here, and, in ascending the

Bosporus, we received the salute of many national flags.

In Japan all the women whom the traveller sees, aside from the

music-girls, are repulsive. In China the women seen are painted

and distorted ; in India, woman seems to have no existence at all

;

in Egypt and Syria, if she appeal's in public, she is hideously veiled.

Until lately, it was so in Constantinople. "We have met to-day

many groups of Circassian women listlessly reclining in their gayly-

cushioned, canopied caiques, on the Bosporus, as we have met

them before in our walks and drives on shore. They seem greatly

to enjoy this freedom, and are often accompanied by musicians

under the 8U9'veiUance of the inevitable eunuchs. These women

are richly dressed, in habits of brightly-colored silk which approxi-

mate to the European costume, and their thin white veils, which

cover their faces, leave exposed, with bewitching effect, eyes and

eyebrows, the latter delicately painted. We have passed a thou-

sand harems on our voyage to-day, and if any woman looked upon

us she would only have done so through the close lattice of her

balcony. Verily, the Mohammedan is a "comfortable doctriiie"

for the stronger sex. For, while women are thus carefully secluded,

every piazza and window on either side of the Bosporus is filled

with Turks in groups, in pairs, and single, sitting cross-legged or

lounging on divans, surveying the passers-by through fumes of

chibouque or hookah, and over uncounted glasses of sherbet.

After this excursion we can no longer wonder at the cautious

jealousy with which the Ottoman Porto insists upon holding the
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Bosporus !V8 a closed sea. Unlike any other strait of the world,

the Bosporus, with its termini in the Sea of Marmora and the

Black Sea, would open to all nations, rivals or enemies as well as

TUBKldll GIRL IN A IIAKEM.

friends, a navigation not only through the very heart of the capital,

but through the very heart of the empire.

Tlie Bosporus, therefore, while it is an ornament, is a constant

peril, and a constraint upon the national independence. Nor is it

to be supposed that the Ottoman Government foils to understand

that its political and religious institutions, customs, and manners,

encounter tlie prejudices of all the Christian nations, and that the

chief security for peace with each lies in the ineradicable ambitions

of the great states of Europe.

The banks of the Bosporus are not without the appearance of

military defences, whicli, however, seem wellnigh worn to pieces
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with age. The shores, as you approach the lllack Sea, present a

succession of barracks and encampments well filled with soldiers.

The chief protection of the passage consists of a navy of twenty

iron-clad steam-frigates, all of which are kept constantly in com-

mission. Besides these the Government has in its employ a very

intelligent American engineer of the late Confederate Army of the

United States, who is providing the harbor at all points with tor-

pedoes. By-the-way, the occasion of our first acquaintance with

this gentleman has afforded us much amusement. "While we were

waiting at the navy-yard this morning, for bur steamer, and Mr.

Seward was in conversation with the admiral in command, an

oflScer in Turkish uniform stood near whom we recognized as an

American, despite his fez and laced coat. Approaching, at Mr.

Seward's request, the officer said that he was pleased to have an

introduction to him, but had not ventured to pay his respects to

him on account of political associations at home. He remarked

that the last time he had had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Seward

was when he himself was attending the Confederate " peace com-

missioners," Hunter, Stephens, and Campbell, in the conference at

Hampton Roads, with President Lincoln and his Secretary of State.

Mr. Seward laughingly said that he inferred, from the captain's

present employment, that he might have been engaged in blowing

up the United States commissary storehouse at City Point. Tlie

handsome Southerner owned to the " soft impeachment," but lie

protested that he had nothing to do with the shelling, from " IIow-

lett House Battery," of the River Queen, which was conveying

Mr. Seward, with General Grant and General Butler, to the signal-

tower and Dutch Gap Canal.

Juli/ 5th.—Shooting almost directly across the Bosporus, we en-

tered a paved court just above the level of the sea, and from it the

majestic gate of another palace. This edifice has just now been

finished, and has not yet been occupied. It is known as tbc "New

Palace." The Turkish architect, educated in Europe, attended us,

and furnished us with photographs of every part of the building.

The style is a successful combination of the Greek with the ara-
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bes([Uo architecture and ornamentation of the Alhambra. We
doubt if there is even in Europe a palatial residence so extensive

and magnificent. Like the marble court of the Great Mogul, with

its " peacock throne " and roof of silver, this new palace cannot

fail to impress the visitor with a sense of the despotic authority and

unrestrained luxury of its possessor. A fine feature of the New
Palace is its immense, central, circular audience-chamber, which is

so arranged that the occupant, looking through corridors at right

angles with each other, has an outer prospect on each of the four

sides of the palace, and yet the arrangement is such that these

corridors neither cut off access to any of the chambers, drawing-

rooms, or other apartments, nor in the least interfere with their

proper use. After here partaking of a sumptuous broakfast, we

resumed our yacht, and returned to the hotel.

Juhj %th.—Mr. Seward returned to-day the visits of the several

members of the cabinet. They seemed to set a high value on their

iron-clad and torpedo defences, and expressed much desire that Mr.

Seward should see them. In their conversation on foreign topics,

thoy spoke of France and England as the remotest points in their

political horizon, and of the United States as being inaccessible

beyond it. The United States to them are simply a wonder ; they

wish to know by what process it was that a nation so new had

grown to such a stature. Just beginning, as they are, to think of

building railroads, they are amazed when told that the United

States have already built fifty-five thousand miles of railroad, and

that they add annually five thousand more.

Mr. Seward found here, as throughout the East, a complef e con-

viction on the part of the cabinet that, whatever else the United

States can do, they are incapable of practising injustice toward

foreign nations.

Jvlij \^th.—Soon after we arrived here, Mr. Seward was in-

formed that he would be received by the Sultan on a day to be

appointed, and that on another day he would be entertained by

Kiamil Pacha, president of the Council of State. On Saturday,
49
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the 8th, camo tho invitation to breakfast with Kiamil Pacha at

eleven o'clock to-day at his palace high up the Bosporus. It was

announced that Mr. Seward, with a party of gentlemen, would be

entertained by Kiamil Pacha, and that the ladies would be similarly

entertained in the harem. The invitation was, of course, accepted.

On Sunday, at noon, came Mr. Brown, our charge d'qfaires, bearing

a communication from the Sultan, inviting Mr. Seward to an au-

dience at his palace, down the Bosporus, at two o'clock to-day. It

was seen at once that the two ai^pointments might conflict, but it is

the usage of courts that a sovereign's request is imperative ; and so

the Sultan's invitation was also accepted, but under the expectation

that Kiamil Pacha's would be withdrawn. This, however, did not

happen ; so there seemed nothing left for us to-day but to endeavor

to fulfil both engagements. The ladies, having learned at Cairo

the customs of the harem, had prepared toilets whicl.< they hoped

would make them presentable at the breakfast, Kiamil Paelia being

one of the wealthiest men of the empire, and now, during tlio re-

tirement of Ali Pacha, prime-minister, and his wife being the sitter

of the Khedive of Egypt. Taking the well-manned, graceful

caique of the United States legation, accompanied by Blacque Bey

with Mr. and Mrs. Brown, at ten o'clock, and rowing hard against

the current, we arrived at the grand staircase of the villa of Kiamil

Pacha at eleven o'clock. On entering the grand salon, it was a sur-

prise that neither Kiamil Vacha, nor any other pacha, nor efiendi,

nor any other person, appeared to receive us. Blacqne Bey went

to explore, and returned, telling us that Kiamil Pacha was wait-

ing in an adjoining apartment to conduct the ladies to the liaren.

They /bllowed Blacque Bey throiigh a large antechamber, and then

through a long corridor, at the foot of which he presented tlicm to

Kiamil Pacha, a man about sixty, of commanding presence, Avlth

piercing black eyes, white hair, and long, pointed beard and mus-

tache. He was dressed in a flowing dressing-gowi; of rich white

silk, and yellow Turkish slippers. He apologized for being en dk-

hdbiUe, which, indeed, seemed to ps rather extraordinary. lie now

called a deformed Nubian, and, af!;er some explanations in Turkish,

unintelligible to us, this black custodian hobbled away, and re-
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turned with two white slave-girls. New explanations having been

given to the skves, they in their turn disappeared for a time, and

then came back with two more. Kiarail Pacha now retired. The
Nubian led the way, and the ladies, attended by the four slave-

women, were ushered into a large, pleasant room, furnished in the

Oriental rafnner—that is, with luxurious divans along its sides, and

low, downy cushions of yellow damask ; bright Persian rugs on

tlio floor, lace curtains at the windows, and a table in the centre of

tlie room, covered with porcelain and glass vases and other orna-

ments, but no books, music, pictures, or statuary, were to be seen.

Fifteen minutes had elapsed when a lady entered, accon panied by

six slave-girls. She was quite ^;e^^V«?, perhaps forty-:'ivc years old,

and was dressed in a simple white-muslin gown, with a single band

of blue tulle on her head, fastened with an enormous sapphire, the

only ornament she wore. Acknowledging the presence of her

guests only by a distant inclination -ji the head, she seated herself

on a divan, drawing her slippered feet under her, and embracing

her white poodle-dog. She spoke not, and seemed absorbed in

scanning, »vith no happy expression, the elaborate toilets of her

morning visitors. They, of course, said nothing, for the lady-

princess had not condescended to announce herself, or to be an-

nounced by eunuch or slave. Mrs. Brown speaks Turkish fluently,

but her attempts to win the hostess into conversation wore IVuitless,

and there was "silence" in the hai'em for half the time that St.

John at Patmos marked the period of " silence in heaven." But it

was an ominous silence. The princess then proceeded to interro-

gate her Occidental visitors after the fashion of the Orient :
" How

old are you ? " " Have you any brothers or sisters ? " " How
many ? " *' How old are they ? " " Where do you come from ?

"

Then, with great surprise :
" Wliy do you come so far from home

;

liow can you fatigue yourselves so much ? " " "Why do you not

stop and rest?" And, finally, as if giving utterance to the dis-

pleasure too long suppressed :
" IT^y did you come here in such a

hnrry this morning, and give us no time to dress ?
"

This conversation was only interrupted by pufi's of smoke from

cigarettes, which were successively served to her from a jewelled
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case by a Circassian slave-girl. Encouraged by her freedom, the

visitors essayed speech in their turn. They said, " We understood

that we had the honor of being expected here this morning;" to

which the princess replied, "I know nothing about it." The

ladies expressed their regret, but said the gentlemen must have

made some mistake. She again replied, " I know nothing about

it." Turning this extraordinary conversation, the visitors asked :

" How do you amuse yourself?
"

" I look at the Bosporus, and smoke."

*' What is the name of your pretty dog ?
"

" lie has no uame."

" How do you call him ?

"

" I say, « Dog.' "

Chibouques, coffee, and sweetmeats, being now served, conver-

sation ended, and the ladies were invited to examine the furniture

and ornaments around them. During this time two other Turldsli

ladies entered and joined the princess on the divan, while the

number of slave-girls increased to fifty—many of them very pretty

and interesting, by their gentle ways. The princess commanded

one of the girls to sing. She seated herself on the floor and exe-

cuted a plaintive recitative, accompanying herself with a lute, the

strings of which she struck with a tortoise-shell wand. It was

whispered to the visitors that the two Turkish ladies were guests

of the Princess Kiamil ; and when, after what seemed an liour,

Kiamil Pacha was heard approaching the apartment, they liid

themselves behind the curtains with some confusion and precipi-

tation. The princess now rose and extended her beautiful little

hands to her guests, to be kissed, and the foreign ladies took their

leave, and, joining Kiamil Pacha, now completely arrayed in liis

official dress, returned with him to the salon, where they found Mr.

Seward and the other gentlemen awaiting them.

During the absence of the ladies, Kiamil Pacha had explained

to Mr. Seward the contre-temps which had occurred. Server Pa-

cha, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, on receiving the Sultan's

command that Mr. Seward should be presented to-day, had as-

sumed that that gentleman would be unable to keep hi? engage-



A TURKISH BREAKFAST. 651

mcnt for the morning with Kianiil Pacha, and had given notice to

Kiamil Pacha to that ciFect, but had omitted to inform Mr. Seward.

So it turned out that while, v;ith sharpened appetites and pressed

for time, we were wondering why we had no breakfast, Kiamil Pa-

cha and his wife were equally wondering that wo had come there

for one. A. breakfast did come, however. In the acting-premier's

palace, Asiatic forms and customs are coniinod to the harem. He
vigorously extemporized a part;^, consisting ' three European

ministers and several secretaries. The entertainment was served

in a spacious room gorgeously furnished, the windows of which

open on apparently illimitable gardens, fountains, and grottos.

The conversation was free and spirited, and was chiefly on Euro-

pean public iuestions, always with kind and appreciative allusions

to the United States. Once it took the turn of converting English

and Spanish proverbs into Oriental forms and idioms, which exag-

gerate complim?nt8, with a decided loss of terseness of expression.

Kiamil Pacha was vivacious and courteous. He asked Mr.

Seward what salary he received as Secretary of State. Mr. Sew-

ard having answered eight tliousand dollars, in coin or currency,

as the case might be, the announcement of a sn^i. so small was re-

crivcd with laughter and surprise. He then ventured to ask Kia-

mil Pacha, not what hif> salary as head of the ministry is, but what

are his official expenses. The minister answered, giving a sum in

piasters which exceecls our power of arithmetical expression, but

which is the equivalent of thirty thousand dollars per month. Mr.

Seward rejoined tha': old countries arc the ones for ministers of

state, bishops, and muftis.

The breakfast was served a la fourcheite^ and consisted of sev-

eral delicious courses of French and native dishes, which were cut

off in the midst by an abrupt call for the^;<7?a!«, the Turkish native

dish which invariably crowns and ends a feast.

At half-past one, Mr. Seward, attended by Blacqne Bey and

Mr. Brown, landed at the wharf of the Imperial Palace. After

waiting, in the office of a secretary, until the appointed hour, they

proceeded, through the garden in front of the palace, to the grand

entrance. Here Blacque Bey turned away, and the secretary con-
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ducted Mr. Seward and Mr. Brown tlirouj,. lonj? series of ante-

chambers until tliey reached a emnll aparuincnt plainly furnished.

The Sultnn was seen standing near the centre ot it. The secretary

obsequiously kneeled, and remained in that position, Mr. Seward

and Mr. Crown standing. Without making or waiting for a salu-

tation, the Sultan pointed to chairs and invited the guests to sit

;

then, drawing another chair, he sat down at Mr. Seward's side.

The secretary now rose to assume the office of interpreter. His

Majesty made the usual inquiries concerning Mr. Seward's health,

the time he had been abroad, and the countries in which he had

travelled. He made no allusion to India or Egypt, but asked many

curious questions concerning Japan and China—their condition,

political state, and prospects. Then he expressed much gratifica-

tion with Mr. Seward's visit to Turkey, and a hope that his stay in

Constantinople had been made comfortable and agreeable to him.

Mr. Seward thanked him for the marks of consideration with which

he had been honored from the time of his arrival in the Turkish

dominions, and for the hospitality and courtesy of which he had

been the recipient at the capital.

The Sultan replied that these attentions were justly due to him,

as an eminent man of a great nation.

Mr. Seward said that " the late civil and severe war in the Uni-

ted States had tried the forbearance and fidelity of foreign friends

and allies ; that Turkey had been first and foremost of all in that

great trial, and that her faithful friendship was appreciated by his

Government and countrymen."

The Sultan said :
" It is the desire of Turkey to be at peace with

all the Western nations, and she takes pleasure in acknowledging

the prosperity, gi'eatness, and increasing influence of the United

States, which has always been a just nation." The Sultan con-

tinued these remarks, saying that Turkey is behind Western na-

tions in social progress, but that he hoped Mr. Seward had discov-

ered, since coming here, that he (the Sultan) is making decisive

eflbrts to advance the country in that direction.

Mr. Seward said :
' I need not have come here to see this, but

I am grateful, since T have come, to find my previous information
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confirmod. You liavo established law and order, with entire lib-

erty of conscience, throughout the empire. I have seen two rail-

roa'ls, and travelled on them. I see new roads and improvements

going on everywhere in Constantinople."

Mr. Seward's assurances of Blacque Bey's success in conducting

very difficult and delicate affairs at Washington evidently gave

the Sultan much satisfaction.

His Majesty spoke with so much interest concerning our coun-

try, thflt Mr. Seward asked whether, in case he should again go to

the West, he would not think it worth his while to extend his jour-

ney to the United States.

The Sultan, shaking his head, answered with a smile, that the

German Ocean made him so sick, that he determined never to go

to sea again.

Mr. Seward replied, " The Atlantic is certainly not so gentle as

some of the seas, but the German Ocean is the worst of them all."

The Sultan showed an Accurate knowledge of Mr. Seward's

occupations in the capital from the moment of his arrival, and drew

from him, by polite interrogatories, the impressions he had received

concerning the iron-clads, arsenals, navy-yards, barracks, hospitals,

and especially the iiew palace, which wo visited yesterday. At

times, when a pause occurred, the Sultan, turning his eyes toward

the Bosporus, would call iip some new topic, and so the audience

was protracted for an hour. It closed with expressions of good

wishes for Mr. Seward's health, and the safe and happy prosecution

of his voyage, which is to be resumed to-morrow.

Black Sea, July Wth.—William J. McAlpine, a distinguished

American engineer, and an old friend, with his family, met us at

Constantinople, and is accompanying us on our voyage as far as

Orsova, on the Danube. Our last view of Constantinople was from

the deck of an Australian Lloyd's steamer on the Bosporus.

We might count the number of flags w'lieh waved us farewell

from the balconies of Robert College, but not the number of boyish

voices which greeted us with parting cheers.
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On the Danube July 12th.—Wo awoke this morning in the

harbor of Varna, one of the seaports of Turkey in Europe, and the

capital of Roumelia. The town acquired great importance from

being the principal scene of Omar Pacha's military and naval

operations in the Crimean "War. It has since that time, however,

acquired greater importance of another kind. The Danube, ap-

proaching the Black Sea, takes a northeasterly direction, dividing its

flood into three channels. The mouths of these channels arc much

obstructed, while their navigation is long and tortuous. British

capitalists have supplied the means with which a railroad has been

constructed from Varna, one hundred and fitly miles long, which

intercepts the Danube at Rustchuk. This railroad, reducing the

journey from Vienna to Constantinople four hundred miles, already

divides the freight traflic with the circuitous Danitbian route, while

it takes the entire passenger-trade.

The United States consul, the British consul, and several Euro-

pean and American missionaries, were gathered at the wharf at

Rustchuk to welcome Mr. Seward.

The Danube, now carrying a high flood, spreads here over a
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mile in wiiltli, with high but not mountainous banks. The town

contains a popuUition of twenty-five thousand, and has the appear-

ance of much activity. It i>re8ent8 less an Oriental than u Eu-

ropean aspect. Gast-hauser, bter-hailaer^ not to speak of ships,

manufactories, and shops, indicate a large dominating German

element. Minarets are less frequent, and spires of Christian

churches take their place.

On the opposite bank lies the principality of Wallachia, now,

like Bulgaria, practically independent of the Turkish Empire. Its

capital, Bucharest, forty-four miles distant from the Danube, is

reached by railroad.

IIow ditlerent is the voyage on the Danube from our late ex-

periences 1 Passengers, master, and crew, are all Europeans, gen-

erally with German features and complexions, but all speaking

French and Italian as well as their vernacular. But the econ-

omy of the boat is purely German. There are only two state-

rooms. Wc have taken these at ten dollars each per day, extra
;

while all the other passengers, whether first or second class, sleep

as they find places, on the sofas and tables of the forward saloon.

Thursday, July \Zth.—St'U the "Wallachian bank on the north,

but on the south, Scrvia. So at last we have left the Turkish Em-

pire behind us. The only monuments which the Waywode of Scr-

via exhibits are the now tenantless fortifications, castles, and

barracks, in which Turkish garrisons were maintained, long after

the severance of Scrvia, for tlic security of the empire.

What shall we say of Turkey ? Let us say that, having seen it,

wo find it a greater puzzle than before—more completely hybrid

than any other state that has ever existed—a combination of two

antagonistic and irreconcilable forces—half Asiatic, half European

—half Saracenic, half Crusader—half Christian, half Mussulman

—

half civilized, half uncivilized—half hostile and belligerent, half

pacific and enervated. Thus it has a more difficult political posi-

tion, than any empire has had, to maintain ; and a geographical

position, the worst that could be conceived, for maintaining. Its

own security requires that it shall not only close the passage be-
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tween two seas, but also, dominate on tbo shores of two continents.

Turkey is thus in everybody's way. The Russians, covering the

entire northern part of Europe, and bordering on the Black Sea

and the Caspian, want free access to the Mediterranean and tlie

Persian Gulf. The English, French, and Germans, want free ac-

cess to ttie wheat-fields of the Danube ; the Italians have a prescrip-

tive right to the Archipelago. All the countries of Continental

Europe, like the United States, are becoming manufacturing coun-

tries. They need open roads and free markets on the borders of

the Black Sea, and throughout the entire Asiatic Continent.

Steadily, perseveringly, the- jo on, opening the roads to such mar-

kets. Great Britain and France have already effected railroad and

canal communication through Egypt to the Kcd Sea. British cor-

porations have achieved two or three railways in Turkey. A direct

and continuous railway communication, across AVestern Asia to

India, looms up already in the near future, while the tradition?!

policy of Russia demands not only free passage through the Bos-

porus by sea, but will soon exact a passage through Persia, and

the Turkish dominions, from the Black Sea to the Indian Ocean.

Even the United States, although they but seldom float a ship in

the Levant, and only occasionally display their flag there, yet, con-

scious of a maritime destiny, chafe, like the European states, against

the Turi "sh restraints on navigation. Thus Turkey is iu every-

body's way. The empire must maintain the Mohammedan reli-

gion, or fall a victim to its fanaticism. That religion, incapable of

reconciling itself to Christian codes of laws, manners, custom?, and

Bympatliies, naturally provokes and stimulates the hatred of tlio

Western nations.

At the same time, the Turks, while they have not lost their

national pride and valor, have become comparatively too feeble in

numbers, and too poor in wealth, to maintain an equal controversy

with any of die formidable Western states. The Clirlstian part of

the population in the empire and its outposts are continually p;iving

signs of disloyalty to the Porte, and seeking protection and alliance

with Russia, Great Britain, France, the United States, and every

other foreign power. Meanwhile the distant Mohammedan depend-

encies in
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encics in Africa, Arabia, and on the shores of the F 'sian Gulf, are

factious, and in any emergency are more likely to assert their own
independence than to yield support to the empire against an enemy.

Under these circumstances, Turkey continues to live only by prac-

tising conciliation and making concessions ; and these concessions

are measured, not by ber own ability to grant, but by the magnanim-

ity which extorts. Never without a patron, she socks the strong-

est, but, like all dependent powers, she must be content with such

as she can secure. The Turkish Government in Europe has been

prolonged, chiefly by means of her European allies, a hundred years.

While improving in administration, laws, and manners, the empire

is manifestly less formidable to-day than ever before. How much

longer it shall survive depends altogether on the mutations of that

most intricate of all combinations, the balance of power in Europe.

Just now, however, it has a new ground of hope for longer im-

munity in the misfortunes which have lately come to the French,

Spanish, and Austrian states, and the fall of the temporal suprem-

acy of the Popo, coincidences which seem to render an aggressive

combination of Catholic Europe agamst Mohammedan Turkey im-

possible. On the whole, our conclusions must be that the Turkish

Empire will ultimately disappear from Europe, but when, or how,

cannot be determined, while no such uncertainty hangs over the

political institutions of Western Europe.

This conclusion seems a hard one to a generous mind that wit-

nesses not only the sincere attempt on the part of the Sultan and

the ministry to modify the laws and customs of the Empire, but

sees also so many pleasing evidences of active improvement and

progress.

It is, however, only too palpable that the closer the approach

^ liich the Turkish Empire may make toward the ideas and prin-

ciples of the West, the more its European provinces will be em-

boldened to shake off its sway altogether ; while, on the other hand,

the concessions made in effecting that approach tend immeasurably

to disgust and demoralize Mohammedans in Asia and Africa, and

80 v.eaken the colics-ion between the Government and its languish-

ing or dead Oriental provinces and dependencies.
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Orsova, Juhj 14^A.—We passed the "Iron Gate" safely tliis

morning, notwithstanding our itinerary instructions had prepared

US for the passage by the following sensational description : "We
now approach the ' Iron Gate.' At this name we are seized with a

feeling of terror, but the captain and crew assure us there is no dan-

ger, for the pilot understands the navigation."

The Hungarians claim that the Iron Gate surpasses the most

picturesque scenery on the Rhine, in point of granduer. We are

obliged to confess that it is not inferior in effect to that of the High-

lands of the Hudson, which in mountain scenery it resembles. At

the Iron Gate we enter a defile, a mile and a quarter long, in which

the river, reduced to the width of six hundred feet, has a fall of

sixteen feet—above this is a succession of smaller rapids and whirl-

pools. From time immemorial, the improvement of the Iron Gate

has been an anxious study of the nations Avhich control the Dan-

ube. While we were examining the ruins of an old canal around

it, our friends, the American engineers McAlpine and Powell, era-

ployed by tl;8 Danubian Steam Navigation Company, were exhibit-

ing to us their plans for substituting some other improvement.

What has surprised us thus far in Hungary is, to find that,

while the Hungarian mind cherishes a sentiment of state pride

hardly less strong than that which urged the people of Virginia

into the rebellion, yet this sentiment seems everywhere completely

subordinated to the sentiment of loyalty to the Emperor of Aus-

tria, as the King of Hungary.

Btida-Pesth, July X'lth.—How striking is the contrast of Euic-

pean and Asiatic civilization 1 Though Buda-Pcsth is an inland

provincial town, with a population of two hundred and fifty thou-

sand, the tonnage in its port, altogether of steam, is greater than

that of Cairo, Alexandria, or Constantinople. We were not pre-

pared for a scene of such activity.

The river divides the port into two parts. On the soutlicrn

bank is the royal palace, and a long line of fortifications crowns

the hills, while the shore seems to contain the dwellings of officers

and others in the service of the Government. This is Buda. On
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Thisthe opposite side is a plain covered witli a krge metropolis,

is Pesth.

We had determined to remain here one day, although we had

neither acquaintances nor references at Pesth. While we were

wondering what we should do, and where we ohould go, we saw

the United States flag waving from the roofs of two lofty buildings

on the terrace which overlooks the river. We rounded and deliv-

ered passengers on the quay at Buda, then swept across and fast-

ened to the wharf at Pesth, where we were met by the United

States vice-consul, and conducted to apartments which, in anticipa-

tion of our coming, he had secured in the Grand Hotel, now newly

opened by a proprietor especially desirous of securing the favor of

American travellers. Here we feel, for the first time, that we have

left the East behind, and have only Western civilization around

and before us. It seems strange that in the same conjuncture are

met, for the first time, American interest and influence. An Hun-

garian surgeon, exiled with Kossuth, went in the early emigration

to California, where he acquired an independence. Afterward he

was appointed United States consul at Bucharest, where he has

resided for several years. He has made his permanent home at

Pesth, and takes great pride in his native city. But what is more

remarkable is, that to-morrow Pesth gives a trial to two reaping-

machines, which are sent out here by the manufacturers, neighbors

of ours in Auburn.

We have passed a pleasant hour in looking down from our bal-

cony upon the people of Pesth, who are enjoying the fashionable

promenade of this sti'cet. There is nothing in their appearance or

ways to distinguish them from similar groups on Fifth Avenue.

Pesth, July 17th, Eiienlng.—We made a tour this morning

among the public institutions and monuments. We admired, as it

deserved, the noble suspension-bridge which, crossing the Danube,

connects the two cities of Buda and Pesth, although structures of

that sort have ceased to be a wonder for us since we have crossed

so often the suspension-bridges of the Niagara and the Ohio. This

one is twelve hundred feet long, and twenty-two feet wide, swings
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sixty feet above the water, and was built by an English engineer

(Clark) at a cost of seven million dollars. This bridge Ims an

historical interest. The citizens of Pesth rose in defence of their

national independence in 1818, and met and massacred Count

Lamberg, an imperial messenger from Vienna, who was crossing

the river to disperse the Hungarian Diet by force. It may be

deemed an evidence of the advance of civilization that, in the

dreadful civil strife, although the contending armies by turns se-

cured the beautiful structure, neither party laid violent hands on it.

On one occasion the Hungarian army, routed and defeated, n-as pur-

sued across it by the Austrian army, sixty thousand strong. Three

months later, the Austrians, retreating in their turn, were pursued

across it by the now victorious Hungarians. Notwithstanding all

this, the bridge remained unimpaired at the close of the struggle.

Eiida was the ancient capital of Hungary, while Pesth, on the

opposite side, long remained an important town. At Buda wc

visited the palace of the kings of Himgary, with the citadel and

extensive barrack?, claimed to be the largest in the world. These

structures, built on a lofty eminence which overlooks Pesth, havo

a commanding view of the Danube and of the great Hungarian

plain on either side of the majestic river. When the union of the

crowns of Hungary and Austria took place, it Avas distinctly stipu-

lated that the Emperor of Austria should be crowned in Hungary

;

that Hungary should preserve its constitutional powers ; and that,

as king, the emperor should alternately reside in Ilixngary and in

Austria. The palace of the ancient Hungarian line had been de-

stroyed in the Turkish wars, and the building of the present one

was begun in the reign of Charles VL, and finished by Maria

Theresa, his daughter. This palace, however it may compare with

the Schonbrunn, is not unworthy to be the imperial residence. But

Hungary being more progressive than Austria, her claims of an-

cient rights and privileges became annoying to the imperial throne,

and, in the reactionary administration of Motternich, every cifort

was made to extinguish the Hungarian constitution, and to destroy

Hungarian independence- Joseph II. refused to bo crowned in

Hungary, and the palace in which his mother Maria Theresa had
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found a safe refuge against tlic purs, it of Frederick the Great be-

came fro.n that time untenanted. It is now honored by an occa-

sional sojourn of the present emperor and the court. The orna-

ments, decorations, and furniture, of the palace are rich, tasteful,

and in harmony with the customs and manners of European so-

ciety. There are statues, paintings, books, and music, not to speak

of cosey salons and boudoirs, nurseries, school-rooms, and chambers,

impressing us with their cheerful contrast to tlic empty, monotonous

grandeur of Oriental imperial harems. Besides portraits of the

present imperial family, there are two of great historic interest.

One represents a battle-scene, with Prince Eugcine as its prominent

figure ; the other depicts the heroic Maria Theresa appealing to the

loyalty of the nation.

The hills around Buda are chiefly occupied by pleasant country-

seats. The city of Pesth is nine milbs in circumference. Three

hundred streets divide it into nearly regular squares. It is the

Hungarian centre of science, literature, and art, as well as com-

merce. It has theatres, colleges, parks, gardens, and every thing

which becomes such a city. Among all these objects of interest,

we paused to look only at two. One was the stone stage on which

the kings of Hungary were crowned, and the other the celebrated

Esterhazy gallery of paintings, which is especially rich in the works

of Claude Lorraine and of the great Spanish masters. Having

been bought by a spirited and patriotic association, it has become

the chief pride of the city.

We have had no desire on this journey so intense as to see

Hungary, "When the Hungarian people rose to assert its indepen-

dence in 1817, it seemed an unknown country to us. Its three

centuries of strife, trial, and achievement, while the forces of Chris-

tianity and Islamism were contending for a boundary on its plains,

had been forgotten. The whole world were taken by surprise

when they saw in the circumstances of the revolution, not only

just cause, but virtue as great, intelligence as commanding, with

energy and valor as marked, as those which won for our own revo-

lution the respect and good wishes of nations. At first the sym-

pathies of nearly the whole American people were earnestly with
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them. Whon, however, the revohition subsided, and its patriot

leaders were decimated or sent into exile., and Hungary loll more

completely than before under the heels of despotism, a few of her

earliest and most constant friends found that they stood almost

alone, at home and abroad, in their respect and pity for the unfor-

tunate nation. Memory brings up once more the scene of Kos-

suth's sad pilgrimage to Mount Vernon, and of his standing in

silent contemplation before the tomb of Washington, the only man

who had secured the reverence of all mankind by his successful de-

votion to liis country and liberty. Ilis friends left him alone with

his thoughts, and, on returning, found him suffused with tears.

" "Washington," said he, " succeeded ; I have failed."

Having so often wished to come here and renew, on the ground,

the opinions and the course of action then pursued, it is a satisfio-

tion and a reward to find th<f Hungarian people all that the friends

of liberty throughout the world thought them to be—to find that

their quarrel with the Government of Austria was just—that they

had a right to be free—that they had the valor, the energy, the

intelligence which would have gained their freedom, but for sudi

combinations as no people ever had the ability to overcome.

When they had surmounted factious disputes, growing out of dif-

ferences of race, language, and religion in Hungary, their attempt

to achieve their independence, within necessary boundaries, was

the signal for antagonism, resistance, and civil war, in the sur-

rounding provinces v'roatia, Slavonia, AVallachia, and Transyl-

vania. The separation of Hungary from the German provinces of

Austria would be a dismemberment which the empire could not

survive. Russia, through the eyes of the Emperor Nicholas, saw

in it the restoration of the independence and sovereignty of Polaiul.

European nations, intent on commercial enterprise, shrank from

political agitation, which might reproduce the disasters of the

French Revolution of 1703. And now, we are required to decide

on the sjiot whether the sacrifices, which Hungary then made, were

entirely without avail ; and whether her aspirations Avere iin))racti-

cable, and have perished with the failure of her revolution, leaving

her no remaining hope. The situation which Hungary occupies
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now satisfies all these hitherto painful inquiries, ihc march of

progress in Europe, since 1S49, has proved irresistible. Austria

suffered by a fearful blow received from Franco, costing her practi-

cally her Italian dominions. Later, a blow from Germany, which

almost seemed to be fatal, has obliged her to give up the reac-

tionary policy to which she so tenaciously adhered, and at the same

time to fall back, as she must always fall back, on tlie resources,

the valor, and the loyalty of Hungary. The Hungarians have

taken advantage of this emergency to secure from the Austrian

Empire a confirmation of all their cherished political rights and lib-

erties, without betraying the empire to its enemies. There is

hardly a political right or privilege, a citizen of the United States

enjoys, that is not now guaranteed to the subjects of Francis Jo-

seph in Hungary, except that one which no nation in Europe has

shown the courage to assume—the right of electing their own chief

inagistrate by impartial suffrage. The concession of these rights in

Hungary has necessitated an equally popular reform in the other

parts of the empire ; and although Hungary has failed to achieve

independent national existence, which she has never sincerely

striven for, she is carrying the whole Austrian Empire to a higher

plane of responsible government and popular freedom. It may be

doubtful how the Austrian Government can succeed in the new

political autonomy, which the persistence of Hungary, combined

with the embarrassments of tho empire, has forced upon it ; but it

is quite certain that in no case can Hungary lose the advantages

she has so deservedly gained. Considerations like these have

soothed the regret with which we have seen our revolutionary

friend, (\iunt Pulsky, occupying a place in the councils of the em-

peror at Vienna ; nnd the deeper sorrow with which we have seen,

everywhere here, that the remembrance of the martyrs of 1848, as

well as the names of the patriots who survived that period, Kos-

suth, Asboth, and IJjhazy, seems to be nearly forgotten.

On, the Danvhe, Juh/ ISth.—The easiest and the best way to

stiidy political geography is to follow the navigation of great riv-

ers. The Danube conveys and distributes among all nations the
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cereals of Central Europe. It is u pleasure, as you ascend its

strong though not dangerous current, to vwM the history of Eu-

rope from the beginning of AVestern civilization. The Damibc

was the boundary which Iloman conquests did not pass until tho

beginning of the decline of the empire. It was the high-road of the

northern barbarians who avenged upon tho empire the aggression

and the insults they had received from the republic, and who, set-

tling down in their new conquests, submitted themselves to tlio

lasvs and religions of the enervated nations whom they had biiI>

dued, and gave to Europe and the world tho basis of a new and

higher civilization. In its whole length, from the Black Sea to

Vienna, tho Danube was tho battle-ground between Christianity

and Islamism; the boundary between them, continually shifting,

has scarcely yet been fixed. Wc had a strong desire to follow the

majestic river to its navigable source, in close neighborhood of the

Rhine, but time does not permit. We, therefore, left it at Pestli,

for the more rapid but less instructive travel by rail, and have

had a ten hours' journey of one Imndrcd and forty miles. Tho soil

over which wo have passed, like that of the plain below Pestli, is

fertile; the landscape beautiful; the people universally industri-

ous, womc sharing the field-labors equally with the men.

Vienna, July '2,1st.—Since leaving Constantinople, we have

been enjoying glimpses of Western civilization, but only partial

glimpses, as if through long and shaded vistas. Now it seems

that wc have rushed into its veiy centre as wc entered the wide

and magnificent streets of Vienna. Those of our party who arc

untravelled in Europe asked, as we rolled from the siation, throii<fli

broad and shaded avenues, bordered by palatial edifices, and orna-

mented with classic fountains and equestrian statues, to our hotel

which overlooks the fine boulevard on the ancient ramparts of the

city, " Does London or Paris surpass this ?

"

Viennf.. is, indeed, a great city. Its population exceeds three-

quarters of a million ; its accnmulatcd wealth is immense. Its

manufacture of scientific apparatus, musical instruments, and arti-

cles of vertu and luxury, is hardly inferior to that of Paris. Hanks,
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railroads, and navi<?atlon companies, ^rasp iho commerce, not only

of tlio Danube, but of the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, and the

Levant. Its churches are built, by lavish contributions of dying

devotees, in perfected Gothic grandeur. Its royal and imperial

palaces are of the oldest of the European dynasties. Its universi-

ties, colleges, academies of art, its hospitals, and charities, rival

those of larger capitals. Its school of music is cqnalled only by

that of Leipsic. Of coiirse, it was little of all this magnificence,

national and metropolitan, that we could sec in the short period of

four days.

John Jay, our minister resident at Vienna, was in the monn-

tsiins when wo arrived ; but he came promptly down to receive us,

and has extended to us the hospitalities of the legation. Mr. Dela-

])laine, the secretary of the legation, has been equally attentive.

Mr, Seward complimented Mr. Jay on his success in achieving the

negotiation of a naturalization convention with the Imperial Gov-

ernment. Perhaps no single event more strikingly illustrates the

rapidity of political progress in Austria than this treaty. In 1850,

Austria was on the verge of a rupture with the United States on

the occasion of the arrest of Martin Kostza on board an American

vessel at Trieste. In 1859, Mr. Seward, when here on a visit, was

coldly and distantly received by the emperor at an audience in the

Imperial Palace. Yesterday, coming hero so soon after the Arch-

duke Maximilian's unhappy catastrophe in Mexico, Mr. Seward was

invited by the Count von Beust, prime-minister of the empire, to a

public dinner, given by that minis^^'^r to the American representa-

tive and the diplomatic corps, by way of celebrating a naturaliza-

tion treaty with the United States, which rccogni.res the right of

all men, subjects of any government, to change their political alle-

giance, and enjoy the protection of the state they prefer. Yet

more remarkable was it that the entertainment was given in the

very hall in which the Congress of Vienna sat in 1815, to establish

peace and give public law to Europe.

The political situation in Austria is more embarrassing than in

any otlier country of Europe, except France. Unlike France, its

evils ar3 chronic. The Austrian Empire is not in any sense a con-
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Bolidated nation, but, in tlio course of five Inindrcd years, Iiiih a^r.

gregated, by royal marriagea or by eonqtiest, n large nunilicr of

tbnnorly indcjieiidciit kiiigdoinn, principalitieH, and ducliios, ju

Central Kurope. The present AuHtrian Empire consists of nine-

toon separate states yet remaining of that aggregate, dillering from

each other in race, language, habits, religion, customs, and coin-

mercc—a part German, ii part Magyar, a i)art Slave, a part Italian,

COITNT VON DF.U8T.

a part Turkish, a part Greclv. There arc Mohammedans, Greel<s,

Roman Catholics, Jews, and Protestants. The Protestants are di-

vided between Lutherans and Calvinists. These nationalities uiid

sects, necessarily separated from each other, have been held in coia-

bination by force only, without social assimilations. Of Austria,

with its thirty-iive million people, it must be said, as it cannot bo said

of any other nation in the world, that there is no Austrian people.
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The world knowH Uh HiilijoctH by tlio Hiinit'H of tlicir rcH|)C('tivt' iia-

tioiiiilitios or proviiiccs only. Kvcry one rcco^^nizi's tlic sniijcct of

l"'nuic'u aa a KiL-nclinwin ; of Swuden, as a Swede ; ol Denmark, as

a Dane; of Italy, a,s an Italian ; of llurisia, as a KuHhiaii— hut wu

know the HiibjcetH of Austria only an Ijoliemians, IIun^ariauH, Ty-

rolcse, (lernumH, Poleti, Slavonians, and WaHachians. The empire

has hitherto had no (.'ommoii eonstitution. In the provinces of

Upper Austria and Lower Austria, the emperor rules as emperor :

while, in liohenua and Ilun^'ary, he rules, not as emperor, hut as

kiuf^ of those CMMiutries respectively. There has been im common

le;^islaturc. He is despotic in some of the states ; a constitutional

and limited monarch in some others. It may n<jt be doubted that

the emjterors of Austria have constantly desired and striven to

cll'ect a consolidated em])lre. It is because they, on the one hand,

have usually aimed at eHectinj^ ab.solute unity by coercion, that

the several states, on the other, have striven to jireserve absobite

independence by resistance. The absolute in any tiling' is imat-

lainable by man, although, as a general law, we attain any thing

desirable only by striving for the absolute. The great Maria The-

resa was the first Avho, with sagacity and energy, attcmi)ted the

task of unification. Joseph II. persevered with great fidelity in

the work ; but all this policy was shipwrecked in the general con-

vulsion of the Napoleonic wars, and Austria, under the administra-

tion of Metternich, became a victim of absolutism nt home, and ii

leader of that hated cause in Europe. His course eventuated in

the Hungarian instirrection of 1S48. Upon the successful suppres-

sion of that revolution, the young monarch, Francis Joseph, inau-

gurated a new ]K)licy, comprising liberal reforms and concessions

'

of constit\itional liberty to the respective states. The jealousies of

these states, however, have thus far rendered every attempt at a

common and equal basis of government impracticable. It remains

to be seen Avhcther an harmonious constitution of the em])ire can

ever bo established.

How can it be hoped for after such continued failures? It

may, because the Danube is the great river of Euro])c. Its

branches are the granary and the vineyard of a large portion of
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the world, and supply the elements of commerce for half of Eu-

rope- The nations or states which occupy these banks must have

the protection and defence that all states require. This protection

must be afforded by distant states on the Atlantic coast or on the

Bosporus. Hitherto the German race on one side, and the Turk-

ish race on the other, have contended for dominion on the Danube.

But the Turkish Government has at last become effete, while the

German race has found a permanent line of geographical division.

The time has come when consolidation can be successfully main-

tained at the centre of the Danubian plain. It is not easy to fore-

see how much or what part of the German race may yet drop off

from Austria, and be incorporated into the German Empire. But,

whether that diminution or abatement of the Austrian Empire be

more or less, enough of its population anfl resources will remain to

constitute a nation extending from the Bosporus to Germany and

Italy, and embracing enough of the space between the Russinn

boundary and the Mediterranean to make a gi'cat empire. Nor

can this Austro-Hungarian Empire fail to dominate )n the Medi-

terranean shore from the Adriatic to the Sea of Marmora. It may

be asked whether, in this view, we do not accept Austria as a perma-

nently imperial or despotic government. Wc think not. For the

transition from despotism to republicanism is due to agencies which

more or less pervade the whole world, or at least the civilized por-

tion of it. Nations may change their forms of government with-

out at all affecting their domestic policy in their relation to foreign

states. Meantime, it is an occasion of sincere satisfaction to wit-

ness the progress of material and social improvement thut has been

made on the banks of the Danube. "When we look at the vigorous

and varied agriculture, and the stupendous works of material im-

provement which they exhibit, we might almost fancy ourselves at

homo in the United States.
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ITALY.

Venice.—American Knights Templars.—Florence. —Attractiveness of the City.—Rome.

—The Coliseum.—Cardinal Antonelli and the Pope.—Interview with the Pope.

—

The Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs.—The Schools of Art.—Naples.—Vesuvius.

Early Civilization on the Mediterranean Coast.—^Naples, the Newport of the Roman
Empire.—Genoa.—Susa.—Prospects of Italy.

VenicCy July 25^A.—We expected to find Venice in a dilapi-

dated and sinking condition. On the contrary, while a large

number of its palaces and wharves are empty and idle, there is at

present a pervading air of activity and cheerfulness. What can bo

the causa of this ? Venice has become, in its decline, a resort for

the studious, the contemplative, and the pleasure-seeking classes

throughout all Europe. It is, indeed, a watering-place like New-

port, and we happen to be here in the fashionable season. We
were startled this morning by a request of the good keeper of our

hotel, that wc would set onr dinner-hour for the day at either five

or seven o'clock, because at six he was to furnish a feast to " fifty

Knights Templars in full regalia !
"

We thought we had read history in vain. We had sup^ osed

that ancient and chivalrous order, driven from the East by the

Sai-acens, had been extirpated fiv e hundred years ago throughout

Europe. We thought

—

" Tho kniglits' bones are dust,

Their good swords rust,

Their souls aro with tho saints, wo trust.''
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What vras our sm*pri80 to learn, not only that fifty of thcni arc

alive and well, but that they were in our lodging in full armor, and

that they are our own countrymen ! They belonged to the Ma-

sonic order, and were making the tour of Europe together.

Florence, July '^Ith.—Gray Apennine Mountains, with dash-

ing torrents, bright and cloudless skies, balmy breezes, rich and

highly-cultivated plains, with winding rivers and laughing vine-

yards, picturesque rural architecture, storied castles, romantic vil-

las, these are the surroundings of Florence. We can now, for the

first time, appreciate the art of Claude Lorraine, and the poetry of

Virgil, Dante, and Milton.

Leaving the Golden Gate nearly a year ago, we have traversed

the earth's circumference more than sixteen thousand miles before

we obtained our first glimpse of cheerful European society at Pcsth.

In brightness, digu'ty, and repose, the view of it has improved at

every step of our descent of the Alps and the Apennines.

It being midsummei*, no one is in town. Mr. Marsh, United

States minister, greets us in a letter from the mountains, where he

is detained by illness in his family. King, ministers, and court,

all are said to have gone to Rome to reorganize the state of Italy

in that ancient capital ; but in reality, like the political functiona-

ries of Austria, they are enjoying the mountains, the s^^a-side, and

other pleasure - resorts. We found, without difficult;^, pleasant

apartments. in the Ildtd de VEurojje, near the Piazzi della Santa

Trinita. This morning Mr. Wurtz, the TJnItdd Stateu secretary

of legation, came with our letters, and has given us kind assist-

ance in our hurried explorations of this, the most delightful of Eu-

ropean cities. The first impression we receive is, that the edifices

and dwellings of Florence are majestic and solemn, while the

streets are broader, more perfectly paved, and cleanly kept, tlian

any others in the world. The next impression is, that the people

one meets are more gentle and accomplished than any other peo-

ple. How marvellous is the contrast in this respect between Flor-

ence and Yeddo, Peking, Calcutta, Cairo, Constantinople, or even

Vienna

!
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It lias been a subject of curious inquiry for us why Florence,

more than any other Italian city—indeed, more than any city in

Europe—is attractive to Americans as well as to the English. The

reason, we think, is, that the great ideas which the world has de-

rived from the philosophy, poetry, and art of Italy, have produced

in the character of the people of Florence a harmony with the

more enlightened social life of those two nations. It was a touch

ing illustration of this truth, that we found, in the foreign cemetery

of Florence, the tombs of Theodore Parker, Elizabeth Barrett

Browning, and Louise Kuhn, daughter of Charles Francis Adams.

JRome, July 29<A.—Even if Rome retr.ins a consciousness of her

identity with the City of the Emperors, she could not complain as

the lady of the harem in Constantinople did, that we had rushed

into her presence irreverently.

Leaving Florence this morning, we passed thv^ngh, what so long

has been the patrimony of St Peter, the States ot the Church, but

which has just now been absorbed into the new kingdom of Italy.

The Italian mountain scenery contrasts strikingly with that of the

Tyrol—the latter covered with forests, chiefly evergreen, alternating

with fields of corn and wheat—the former gray and rocky, relieved

by the bluish-green olive-orchards, and the deep rich verdure of

the chestnut. Old cities and villas, built not on the plain, but on

mountain-tops, call up memories of mediaeval history. The railroad

wmds for many miles around the picturesque Lago di Trasimcno, a

view of which must compensate us for the loss of the sight of the

beautiful Lago Maggiorc. The entrance into Rome, nay, the ^'ery

approach to it, is accompanied with an unpleasant feeling of the

confusion of the ancient witii the modern. That long arcade, which

you see on the left, is the still remaining, though broken aqueduct

of the ancient city. That mediaeval gate through which we enter

is a structure not unlike the Cashmere gate at Delhi, or the Damas-

cus gate of Jerusalem. Tliis fine, well-built square is the railroad-

station. And now, as we are rattling through compact, solid, mod-

ern streets, a fountain comes into view, in which Ncjitunc is drawn

in his floating car by tritons, while the foaming water breaks over

f
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a broad, rocky basin. We have scarcely time to notice this foun-

tain, before we pass Trajan's Column, its base sunk in the deep

plain and its capital towering above the city. And now we enter

the court of the Hotel Costanzi, the whole of which, we are told, is

at our service.

Dinner cannot detain the traveller, however weary, on the first

day of his stay in the Eternal City. Where do we go, then ? To

the Coliseum. Wliere else could a stranger pass his first evenin»

in Rome, and that, too, a moonlight one ?

When we came under the dark shadow of the stupendous niin,

a courteous Italian sentinel assisted us to alight, and indicated the

passage. Here was a cliinge! When in Rome in 1859, a French

soldier repulsed us from this gate at night, because we had not an

order of admission from the commandant of the French army of

occupation. At the same time a French bugler, standing under the

arch of the Temple of Peace, on the opposite side of the street,

made the surrounding ruin echo with the notes of a French martial

air.

We then remarked that it was not always so ; the Roman oncj

would have cut down the Gaul who should have intruded here

with such warlike flourish. It is foi'tunate for us now that the

modern Gaul has withdrawn from the ancient city, and the more

amiable Roman has resumed the care of its monuments.

After all, the first visit to the Coliseum should be by sunlight,

because the curiosity concerning its real form, proportions, and

"ises, is too strong to admit of the indulgence of imagination, which

only enhances beauty at the cost of accuracy of vision. Neverthe-

less, the light of the moon, streaming into the great arena, enabled

us to fonn an idea of the general outline and design of the immense

structure. Those four tiers or stories of stone benches seated a

hundred thousand Romans. These vaulted chambers of the base-

ment held the gladiators prepared for their deadly encounters;

these others, the wild beasts, and those beyond, the captive Chris-

tians, who were to perish in the unequal combat. Tiiis spacious

chamber is where the emperor sat while presiding over the savage

amusement. This arena must have drunk oceans of blood, since,
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during a single festival, beasts and men were slaughtered by the

thousand ; and the same walls that now give back to us the voices

of monks, performing midnight orisons, then resounded with the

fearful acclamations of the multitude, which unmercifully doomed

the vanquished gladiator.

Our feelings were so intensely absorbed in these reflections,

that we did not care to clamber among the ruined arches, or

through the shrubs entangled with vines which festoon and some-

times choke them. How does the Coliseuqj, the most stupen-

dous of Roman monuments compare with Karnak or Luxor in

Egypt?

The Coliseum is built of brick and stone ; Kamak and Luxor

are built with monoliths of granite. The Coliseum was adapted

to the tastes and habits of men ; Karnak and Luxor were con-

structed for the uses of the gods. The Coliseum is great ; Karnak

and Luxor are gigantic. Others may study monuments for their

architectural grandeur or beauty, but we must regard them as mile-

stones marking the progress of the world's civilization. The Coli-

seum, built to commemorate the consummation of the Roman Em-

pire, remains equally a monument of its decline and extinction. It

commemorates the fulness and completeness of the conquest of the

world by the Roman people. It was the place in which they cele-

brated their triumph.

August 3d.—Immediately on our arrival here, Dr. Smith, pro-

fessor in the College of the Propaganda, Mr. Seward's old friend,

to whom we are indebted for many courtesies, asked :
" "Will you

see the Pope and Cardinal Antonelli ?

"

The question had peculiar significance, since it is only within

the last month that the King of Italy made his formal entry into

Rome, and established the national authority within the capital, to

the exclusion of the political supremacy of the Pope. Mr. Seward

said that ^e would certainly be happy to receive any consideration

at the hands of the Italian Government, but should on no account

fail to pay his respects to his Holiness and to the cardinal. They

were just and friendly toward the United States during her hour
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of trial, and had sliown him persoially kind liospitality when ho

was here in 1859. lie considers it his duty to cherish cn(hn'ing

friendsliip toward all who in the supreme hour of Ainericau struggle

were just and faithful to his country or himself.

The Cardinal Antonclli, with whom Mr. Seward has enjoyed

a personal acquaintance for many years, and \/ho is one among

the few statesmen of Europe that have always been just and

CABDINAL ANTONEUI.

liberal toward the United States, received him and the members

of his party with distinguished courtesy in his splendid suite of

apartments at the Vatican. Brought doubtless by sincere convic-

tion, as well as by the policy of the Holy See, into conflict with

the progressive spirit of the age, the cardinal-secretary, as all

know, is not a favorite in republican circles at home or abroad,

while all must acknowledge him to be a man of great sagacity, of
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political fidelity, of high accomplishments, and refined manners.

The conversation between him and Mr. Seward was cordial and

without reserve. It turned first on the great events which had

recently occurred in the United States ; the suppression of the re-

hellion, the overthrow of slavery, the firm establishment of the

Union, and the reconciliation consequent upon the conflict. The
cardinal expressed himself as not surprised that the public justice

of the United States inconsistently allowed the escape of the con-

spirator Suratt, whom the Pope had, without previous treaty, and

without conditions, so promptly ordered to be arrested and de-

livered on Mr. Seward's demand.

The conversation then turned on the political situation in Rome.

The Roman questicm is settled ; the Italians have Rome ; there is

no prospect of immediate change, but the Pope will not leave the

Vatican. He has remained there for many months, and he will

not leave it voluntarily for any other residence in Rome or out of

it. Ho will not compromise ; he will wait. " Non possumus "

—

the words produced a smile—is the only maxim which his Holiness

can practise when required by man to betray a trust committed to

him by God.

We were informed, yesterday, that his Holiness would receive

Mr. Seward in a private audience at eleven o'clock to-day, and at

twelve o'clock he would receive the two ladies in the public audi-

ence, and Dr. Smith was requested to be present and to aet as inter-

preter for the party. On the stroke of eleven, Mr. Seward and Dr.

Smith having reached the Hall of the Throne, Monsignore Ricci,

Maestro di Camera^ announced that his Holiness was waiting to

receive Mr. Seward. He followed monsignore tVrough several

spacious and richly-funiished antechambers, passing crowds of prel-

ates who were awaiting an audience. Among these dignitaries

were occasionally seen priests, easily distinguishable by the plain-

ness of their dress, and an appei . lUce of timidity. Monsignore

Ricci having opened the door of the chamber in which the Pope

was sitting alone, then retired. The Holy Father instantly arose,

and, coming quite to the door, extended both his hands, taking

those of Mr. Seward. On a slightly-raised dais, at the upper end
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of tho chninhcr, were two chairs, by tlie side of n Binall writinf,'-

table. Tlie Pope placed Mr. Sewurd in one of these, and eat down

in tho other. Wo are informed *hat hitherto this form of reception

has been accorded only to sovereigns and princes.

His Holiness opened the andience by expressing to Mr. Seward

.1 grateful appreciation of tho liberality and sympathy which ho

always experiences at the hands of the American people, and his

gratification at receiving Mr. Seward again at Kome.

Mr. Seward said that in a time when many European govern-

ments and statesmen were very illiberal and unfriendly to the Uni-

ted States, his Holiness had proved himself just, considerate, and

friendly. It was a great satisfaction to him to have an opportu-

nity to make this acknowledgment in person, and to congratulate

his Holiness on his good health. The Holy Father then freely

alluded to his pre'cnt political situation. Referring to the guaran-

tees for his safety and support which were proposed to him by Vic-

tor Emmanuel, ho said :
" I have no personal desire to reign, but I

have a trust to keep, and to transmit to my successor. This trust

is the patrimony of the See of St. Peter, which I received in my

election. The guarantees offered by tho Italians are a mockery

and a snare. I am a prisoner in chains here, just as my prede-

cessor St. Peter was in vinadis. I am aware of my situation.

The kings of this world are all too busy to extend mo any help in

this emergency. I can only look to the King of kings for sup-

port. My resolution is taken ; come what may, I will make no

compromise. Non jyossiimua ! ''''

" Holy Father," replied Mr. Seward, " the question of the

change of relations between you and the King of Italy is a new

one, hardly yet ripened into a general discussion. The civilized

world will consider and pass upon it, and their decision will lie

right. Christian nations, while they know their duty to 'render

unto Cnesar the things that are Ctesar's,' know also that it is their

duty to ' render unto God the things that are God's.' The experi-

ence of mankind hitherto has shown that they are quite as careful

to obey the latter precept as they are to fulfil the former injunc-

tion."
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Mr. Seward then referred to the confidential mission which

Archbisliop Ilii^hos had executed at Rome (hiring tlie American

civil war.

Tiie Pope liimentcd the early death of the archbishop as a groat

loss to the Church and to the two count riea.

Mr. Seward adverted to the loyalty to the American Union of

the Ronum Catholic hierarchy, as well as their people, and said

that, for encouraging this loyalty, the late archbishop was entitled

to the highest place. "Of one thing," said he, "your Holiness

may be sure—the United States can never be unjust to any just

nation, or ungrateful to any friendly state."

The Pope passed his hands over Mr. Seward's face, examining

the fractures and scars remaining, and then exclaimed :
" Your

escape was a miracle !

" lie inquired largely concerning Mr. Sew-

ard's family, his son Frederick, his weuiids and his recovery, other

children, and their occupations, in a manner most affectionate, and,

alluding to the ladies, said he should soon have the pleasure of

meeting them.

Finally rising, the Pope went to a cabinet, and, taking from it

a silver medal containing his likeness which has just been struck

by the Roman nobility in commemoration of his having attained

the twenty-fifth anniversary of his pontificate, requested Mr. Sew-

ard to accept it, and keep it in remembrance of him. The Pope

then conducted Mr. Seward to the door, saying, " I will soon join

you in the Consistory."

Meantime, the ladies had been conducted by Monsignore Ricci

to the " private Consistory." It is one of the historical chambers

of the Vatican. Hero the Pope creates cardinals and announces

bishops ; here he pronounces those allocutions which are even

now implicitly received by the faithful, and which once shook the

thrones of the Christian world. During the present pontificate,

the hall has been frescoed and draped for the reception especially

of ladies. It was in this chamber that the Pope received the Arch-

duke Maximilian of Austria and the Princess Carlotta, and j^^ro-

nounced his blessing on their attempt to establish a throne in

Mexico ; and it was in this chamber that, on her return from that
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ill-starrcil expedition, the frenzied princess, refusing to leave volun-

tarily, was forcibly carried from the i)apal presence.

During the hour of Mr. Seward's audience with the Pope, oomc

fifty ladies, nirny of them with children, entered the Consistory,

and formed into groups on the lefi. ; de of the chamber below the

dais on which stands the papal throne. The two ladies of our

party were standing on Ihe o])[)ositc side of the room, where tlioy

wore joined by Mr, Seward and Dr. k;inith, the private audience

being ended. All the ladies were dressed, according to the court

requirement, in Mgh, black dresses, with the Spanish veil, and

without gloves. All the children were dressed in white, and car-

ried lilies for presentation to his Holiness. Just before twelve

o'clock all the ladies, with the children, arranged themselves alonj,'

the opi)osite side of the room. Precisely at twelve, the Pope en-

tered, from a door at the side of the dais, attended by cardinals

and other prelates and otlicers. Among these dignitaries were the

('ardinal Secretary of Slate Antonelli ; Monsignore di Merode, late

Minister of War ; Monsignore Piicca, Maggiordomo ; (-ardiiiMl

Prince Lucien Bonaparte ; General Barberini, Duke of Castel \'oc-

ohio, and commander-in-chief of the Guarda Nobile. The Pope wore

a white svoollcn cassock, with a yellow-satin sash, and gold frin'jt"

hanging under his left arm. On his head was the crimson ::uc-

chctto ; on his finger the " Fisherman's lling," a jneti'a dura, with

the devlv'c emblematic of the Immaeul.'/te Conception, but without

jewels. One of the cardinals bore his red hat on a cushion. As

the Pope entered the chamber, all present rose to their feet ; lie

then proceeded along and in front of the line of dovotces, wlio

kneeled and remained in that position until he had passed, llo

laid both hands on the head of each woTuan and dilld, saying to

each some words in Italian in a low voice. Each child presented a

lily with its little hand, which the Pope received gracimisly, and

delivered to a cardinal. When he had passed the entire line, lie

crossed the room to the place where ]\Ii'. Seward and his party wore

standing with Dr. Smith. The Pope extended a hand to each of

the ladies, and expressed his satiofaction in meeting the cliildroii

of his friend Mr. Seward, and proceeded to make inquiries as to
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their travels and how they had enjoyed tlicmsclves. AUuding to

Mr. Seward's infirm hands, lie asked which pf the ladies was taking

tlio notes of his travels, thanked her for doing so, and expressed a

hope that she would continue to do it faithfully. lie further asked

the ladies if they saw any of the sufl'ercrs in the naassacre at Ticn-

Tsin, and, on being answered that they saw only the bishop, who

had given thcni some of the relics of the martyr Sister Louise, Ik;

said they were precious tokens. lie asked in which country they

enjoyed their travels most, and his benevolent face beamed with a

smile when they told him " Italy." When the ladies presente;l

some rosaries and crosses brought from Jerusalem, and asked him

to bless them, he replied, smiling :
" Oh, yes ; I bless them, but

they are sanctified already." At length, after many minutes of

such gentle conversation, he expressed his regret that they did not

s])eak Italian, as in that case he would desire to talk much longer

with them. Then, taking once more a kindly leave, he returned to

the dais.

Standing there, he pronounced a short exhortation, all the Cath-

olics remaining on their knees. lie said: "I thank you all for

your kindness in coming to see nic. I hope that all my beloved

children will hold steadfast in the faith, and grow in grace and

in good works." Then, extending his arms he added, in a soft,

melodious voice :
" To all I will extend the apostolic benediction ;

to yourselves, your children, your parents, and your friends. I

bless you, in the name of the Father who created you, of the Son

who redeemed you, and of the Holy Ghost who sanctifieth you, and

i!i an esi)ecial manner I bless the brave young women from Amer-

ica standing with Father Smith at my right hand. They do not yet

belong to nie, but I charge Father Smith to take care of them

while they are in Rome, and give them such counsel and instruc-

tion as will bring them at last into the fold of Christ's fiock. I

shall pray for their safe return to their native land."

At the close of this address his Holiness retired, with his suite.

August 10th.—Since our arrival in Italy, the Italian Govern-

ment has been engaged in the act of removing from Florence to
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Eoine, hcnccfortli to be tlio national capital. Victor Emmanuel has

been rocoivcd, and, so to speak, reclaimed at Homo. The Palaco

of the Quirinal is imdergoing repair for his royal residence. The

Legislative Hull and edifices arc being reconstructed for the execu-

tive de])artment ; and the ministers of the (lovernment, np well as

the foreign ministers, have ostensibly taken up their residence

bore. In this transition stage, the Minister of Foreign Ailairs, the

Visconti Vonosta, though here only for two days, exchanged visits

to-day with Mr. Seward, lie was quite as free in bis account of

the embarrassment which the Italian Government suffers from the

obstinacy of the Pope, as bis Holiness was in bis account of his

</i//'t'mf in the Vatican. The Visconti Venosta rei)re8ents that the

Italian people, while they have become practically unanimous" in

favor of the kingdom and the rule of Victor Emmanuel, have lost, on

the other band, little or none of their veneration for the Pope, ami

their sense of obedience due to him as the bead of tbe Church. It

is difficult, in the i)resent condition of ailairs, to find a boundary-

line between the ecclesiastical and civil authority, which will sat-

isfy tbe people. lie denied, with much warmth, the allegation

that the P(>pe is under di/n'.m', and says that it is neither necessiiry

nor is it intended to deprive him of any of the privileges or proj^cr-

ties which, as head of the Church, be enjoys, further than to trans-

fer to the (irovernment of the state the military force and the

revenues heretofore derived by him from taxation, "lie will

live and die," said the Visconti Venosta, "free to exercise the full

offices of tbe pontificate in the Vatican, and everywhere else in

Italy."

AV^e nmst not leave it to be inferred that we have been inatten-

tive to the modern schools of art in Rome. If we have not related

our visits to the studios of oiu* countrymen and women, it is because

they are, with tout le momle, absent at this season from Home.

We have admired, as every one must. Story's Cleopatra, and the

Sibyl ; and we have visited I'cnzoni, {jcrhaps now the head of the

Italian school. It is manifestly true, as the world says, that the

chisels of Canova and Thorwaldscn, and other modern sculplors,

have .lot attained the science and skill of the Italian school i»f the
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middle ages, or those of ancient Greece; but tlie reason prob-

ably iH, that those former schools llourished in an age and under

conditions which concentrated the thoughts of mankind upon

art; while our own age, more jjractical, gives precedence to en-

terprises and uchievcuients of greater political and social pith and

moment.

Naphxy AwjuHt Wth.—It is a ten hours' jotirnoy from Rome
to Na[)leH. We can say little more of it than that it is a ride,

under the cloudless Italian sky, across the (yam])!igua, and thence a

winding way through native oak-forests, ascending and descending

river-banks, and Apennine valleys covered with vii.es and corn,

until from the mountain-bound coast you descend to the populous

brink of the unrivalled cin^ular JJay of Nai)les.

In the afternoon, a small, light, fleecy cloud, which changed its

form with every passing breeze, still tenaciously kept its place near

the top of a dark, lofty, not irregular mountain. This was the

smoke of burning Vesuvius. I'ut no ncorm reached the plain

through which we passed, nor did a j;larc of flame ai)pear until

nightfall, when, after our arrival, we were contemplating the moun-

tain from the balcony of our hotel. Then, what had been a ])illar

of smoke by day, became a column of flame. A serpentine river

of fire was seen flowing down the mountain-side.

It would be an unprofitable, if not a vain attempt, to trace the

early civilization on the Italian or even the African coast of the

Mediterranean. We should be lost, with the ancient anti([uarians,

Dion Cassius and Dionysius Ilalicarnassus, in the mazes of inqui-

ries concerning the movements of the " Phamicians," the " Pelas-

gians," the "Autochthones," the "Indigenes," and "Alpine immi-

grants." Bu*^, long before the Roman state was organized on the

hunks of the Tiber, the (Jreeks had planted towns and attained a

certain stage cf civilization on th : sea-coast. r>rundusium (now

Hrindisi), Pompeii, Ilerculancum. Neaj)olis (now Naples), (.'apua,

i'uteoli, Pai.e, and Marseilles, were among those towns, and were

afterward absorbed in the Roinan Emi)ire. The advantages of the

Bay of Naples in regard to Oriental commerce, the conveniences it
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aftbrded for military and naval expeditions, the beauty and salu-

brity of its position, and its mineral springs, attracted there the

wealth, the pomp, the ostentation, the literature, and art, of the

capital. Judging from the relation of Brighton to the Britisli

capital, or Baden-Baden to Germany, or Newport to the United

States, we could hardly estimate the importance whicl. he shores

of the Bay of Naples then enjoyed. Rome was a well-consolidated

empii-e, two thousand miles long, one thousand miles broad, trav-

eraed by a perfect and safe high-road from York in England to

Jerusalem. It embraced all the great cities of the world, it had

two admirable languages, and a greater unity p "'ailed in all de-

partments of civilization than ever before existed,' id scarcely less

than that which the world now enjoys. Puteoli vvas really the sea-

gate of Eome. Nymphs, naiads, sirens, and genii, dwelt in the

grottos and blue-ocean caves around the shore. If Jupiter did not

remove there from Olympus, his swiftest messenger permanently

established himseh" at Baia^, and Venus abandoned Cyprus for this

fascinating coast. The Sibyls held the book of fate, whose decrees

even Jupiter could not reverse, in their grotto at Cumro. On the

shores of the Bay of Naples, also, was the hell which in all ages

has filled the imagination with the terrors of a future state, and

the Elysiau Fields of the blest, whose name even our religion

adopts as most descriptive of the felicity which awaits the "just

made perfect."

Genoa^ August ISth.—The courteous waving of the stars and

stripes from our mast-head soon brought the eonsid on board, and

we have given twenty-four hours to Genoa. It has shown us its

magnificent harbor and almost impregnable fortifications, its nar-

row but neat and busy streets, the palaces and villas of its doges

and noblemen, of many parties and generations; and its catliedrals

and churches, all of which have justly won for the city its title "la

Superba." We have seen its colleges, schools, and universities; it:?

academies of art and science ; its manufactories of delicate fabrics

ana jewelry ; its statuary, paintings, monuments, and relics, and

the trophies of which it is so justly j)roud. These all sustain tbe
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noble historic record of the Genoese in commerce, as the successors

of the Venetians ; in arms, as not merely vigorous in self-defence

against the rival states of Pisa and Venice, but in conquests in

Spain, Sardinia, Greece, and Asia Minor; in wars, not merely for

self-defence or conquest, but of successful battles and sieges for the

Cross—a career full of prosperity and faith, now ended, aftar many

revolutions, in the peaceful contentment of a united and respected

Italy.

Susa, Atigust Idth.—It has been a matter of much regret that

we were obliged to leave Milan unseen, and ^o come through

Turin without stopping at the last capital of the kingdom of Sar-

dinia, and the first one of restored Italy. But Mr. Seward was

there during his former visits to Europe, and especially enjoyed

an acquaintance with Victor Emmanuel, and the great restorer of
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Italy, Count Cavour, who was then in retirement on account of

the Treaty of Villa Franca. It must, therefore, be enough to set

down the observation that, not only has the restoration of Italian

unity or nationality originated in Piedmont, but that, in these

mountain-regions, the sentiment of the equality of man, which is

conducting all nations toward the republican system of govern-

ment, has had, if not its origin, at least early and vigorous de-

velopment.

The separation of Church and state is essential to the advance-

ment of modern Italy. This seems to be in the way of accomplish-

ment. It is not to be expected, nor is it perhaps to be desired, that

the people of Italy, trained in the ritual and traditions of th^.

Church, will all at once renounce the ecclesiastical authority of the

Pope and become Protestant. But ecclesiastics are not different

from other men. They can learn to tiubmit in temporal affairs to

the authority of the state, when thoy ch:> no longer control it.

Yet the permanent restoration of Italy involves another difficulty,

which is of a different kind, and a much greater one. Italy, in or-

der to succeed, must cast off monarchy and become a republic. A
federal republic cannot exist with a large standing army. No state

in Europe is safe against the ambition of monarchical states with-

out a large standing army. Moreover, it ie yet to be seen whether

these reviving, opulent, prosperous, and intelligent cities, which so

lat( 'y and so long made the fair fields of Italy the scene of their

fratricidal conflicts, will bo content now to acquiesce in the restora-

tion of Rome to its ancient and long-maintained supremacy.—Adieu

to Italy

!



CHAPTER IV.

SWITZERLAND AND FRANCE.

Geneva.—The Alps.—The Tunnel of Mont Cenis.—Passports—Amerioan Fondnt-as for

Switzerland.—Berne.—Swiss Statesmen and Politics.—Distress of France.—^^fhe

Franco-German War.—Lord Lyons.—Mr. Washburne.—Versailles.—The French

Assembly.—President Thiers.—A Dinner with President Thiers.—Condition of

France.—M. Drouyn de Lhuys.—M. Laboulnye.—Dr. Evans and the Empress Eu-

g6nie.—Aspect of Paris.—Prospects of France.

Geneva, Atigust 21 8^.
—

"We have had two delicious days on the

Alps. From Susa in Piedmont, we Went, by a pass six thousand

feet high, around a pealc eleven thousand feet above the sea, to

Chamb^ry in Savoy ; thence up the valley of the Rhone. The Al-

pine region, thus traversed, is colder and more sterile than any we

have passed. Eternal glaciers are suspended from the peaks of

mountains, down their sides, the rapid torrents of which servo as

fotmtains for the Po on the one side and the Rhone on the other.

Among many interesting antiquities at Susn, one, thoroughly in-

structive, is the inscription, over its ancient gate-way, enumerating

the eleven native tribes of the mountairi-region, and reciting that

the king surrenders his authority and assumes the title of prefect

under the dominion of the divine Emperor Augustus.

So it seems to have been from the beginning of the world 1

States are built by overcoming and extinguishing petty, defenceless,

and contentious tribes. So the United States have extended their

dominion, from Plymouth to San Francisco, from the St. Lawrence

to the Rio Grande.

The Alps, which, from time immemorial, have been the barrier
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and defence of Italy against invasion, are just on the eve of giving

up that important distinction. The wealth and the vigor of West-

ern nations have spent two thousand years in reducing that barrier.

King Pepin secured from Pope Stephen JIf. the honorable title of

" Eldest Son of the Church " by leading an army over it for his relief.

Louis XIV. improved the pass by sending a French army across it

for less spiritual motives. Napoleon I. constructed the military

road used since his time. What the spirit of conquest imperfectly

executed is now to be completed by commercial enterprise, which,

taking advantage of modern improvements, has" projected the exca-

vation and construction of a tunnel, with railroad-track, twelve

miles through the base of the mountain. This enterprise, suffi-

ciently bold to marlc the advnnce of civilization for many centu-

ries, has but two equals, both effected simultaneously with it, the

Pacific Railroad and the Suez Canal. We think it fortunate that

we have enjoyed the passage over the mountain instead of coming

through the tunnel, which is to be opened in two weeks.

At the frontier station we encountered our first experience of a

state of war. A French officer demanded our passports, and vised

them with care. This incident recalled a suggestion, made to the

Emperor Napoleon in 1859, that nothing would impress the people

of the United States so favorably as an abolition of the passport

system, to which he answered, giving the usual reasons for that

form of political espionage. When, three years later, the United

States fell into civil war, and established rigorous passport regula-

tions, which continued even after its close, M. Berthemy, the

French minister at Washington, expostulated against a system

which France had then given up. Now, we have left the United

States, with the pastjport system abolished, only to find it restored

in France and Germany.

We entered Switzerland by the valley of the Rhone, and, fol-

lowing its winding and highly-cultivated banks, we reached Geneva

this evening.

As the cars stopped, the familiar expression was heard, in plain

English, " There is the governor ; " and in a very few moments we

were conducted by the zealous and esteemed consul, Mr. Upton,
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a Virginia loyalist, to delightful apartments in the Metropolitan

Hotel, on the shore of lovely Lake Leman.

August 2od.—We seem here to have come upon the verge of

home. London papers only one day old, New York telegrams

only six hours old. The hotels are full of Americans.

What is it that makes Americans so much frequent, haunt, and

linger in Switzerland ? Is it not for the same reason that people

frequent, haunt, and linger about a looking-glass, especially if it be

a convex one that softens their hard features, by presenting them

in miniature ? What is Switzerland, with its mountains, glaciers,

forests, cliffs, lakes, cataracts, and rivers—what is it as a political

state, with its twenty-five cantons and half cantons, its Federal

Council and Administration, its cantonal legislatures, universal

suffrage, and eligibility to office, its assignment of war, peace, and

foreign relations to the Federal Government, and its allotment of the

protection of life, liberty, and property to local legislatures and

tribunals, its universal education, voluntary if the people will, com-

pulsory if they will not, its practical religious toleration—but vast

North America compressed within an area scarcely two hundred

and fifty miles square—the United States in miniature?

Berne, Axigiist 2^)th.—The United States minister, Mr. Rublee,

like most ministers at this season, is travelling. Jlis secretary,

Captain Asehmann, a Swiss volunteer in the United States Army,

who lost a leg at the battle of Fair Oaks, met us at the railroad-

station, and informed us that the President jw'o tetn. of the Federal

Council, in the absence of the chief, would call upon Mr. Seward

immediately on his arrival at the hotel. The republican character

of the Government could have no better illustration than the ap-

pearance of that gentleman, Mr. Welti, and his tender of the hospi-

talities of the capital. There was neither coach, nor equipage, nor

guard, nor banner, nor sword, nor mace, nor uniform. Mr. Welti

came, introduced only by Captain Asehmann. He was dressed in

a suit of plain gray olothes, such as a citizen might wear in a rural

town of the United States. Long connected, however, with the
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Government, having in his time more tlian once presided in the

Council of State of whicli he is now a member, he is well informed,

and his conversation was as instructive as it was interesting. He

expressed a high personal satisfaction in his recollection of the fact

that, in the treaty for the settlement of the San Juan question

(made between the United States and Great Britain during the

administration of Mr. Johnson, but which failed of rat'iicalion by

the Senate, together with the Alabama Claims Treaty, of the same

period), he, being President of the Swiss Council, had been named

as umpire. He explained to Mr. Seward, well and ably, the finan-

cial condition of this little republic, and the entire contentment of

its people with their republican institutions. Without an emperor,

without a king, without a duke or count, without a pope, arch-

bishop, bishop or prelate, with only a Council of Ministers chosen

by the Legislature annually from the Council of State, with only

an organized voluntary militia, in lieu of a standing army, Swit-

zerland has no foreign wars, no controversies, no domestic disturb-

ance, and life, liberty, and property, are as safe in the darkest, re-

motest mountain-glen, as they are in any city under the protection

of the best police in the world.

Ml*. Seward inquired for Mr. Staempfli, late President of the

Federal Council, and long the leading statesman of the republic.

He has retired from the administration to assume the management

of a bank, an illustration how the character of Gallatin was formed,

and how it happened that Necker was called to restore the depleted

treasury of France.

The present Federal Constitution of Switzerland is framed quite

closely on the United States model ; the Legislature is composed of

two Houses—the Council of State consisting of two representatives

from each canton ; the other House consisting of representatives

apportioned according to the population.

Mr. "Welti says that there is even in Switzerland a class of poli-

tical roiormers, agitators, radicals, who demand the abolition of the

Council of State, so that there shall be only one legislative body.

He is opposed to this change.

Mr. Seward hoped that it would not be made. He said that, in
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the beginning of our rcpiiblic, there was a division on the subject

of the legishvturo in the United States. Hamilton, witli Washing-

ton, gave a decided preference to two Houses. Dr. Franklin, influ-

enced by sympathy with the French reformers, advocated a single

one. Hamilton's proposition prevailed in the Federal Government

and in all the Slates except Pennsylvania, where Franklin's influ-

ence secured a single legislative body. But even that was soon

afterward changed. France, whenever she has been republican,

has adhered to a single legislative chamber. Mexico has followed

the example of France. It is a singular fact that the republican

system has failed, or met with only partial success, wherever only

one legislative body is established, and it has not failed anywhere

else.

Mr. Welti inquired of Mr. Seward whether the United States

would aid Switzerland in claiming the rights of a maritime power

on the high-seas.

Mr. Seward thought that, in the absence of a seaport, other na-

tions were not likely to make such a concession to Switzerland, but

he expressed his belief that as Switzerland, by reason of its repub-

lican institutions, has become an asylum and refuge for all political

exiles, the free states of the world ought to agree to guarantee to

Switzerland safety against aggression or threats of arbitrary pow-

ers. Will Switzerland remain a republic? Yes, it is to be ex-

pected as confidently as it is to be earnestly hoped. Her safety

finds a guarantee in the zeal, loyalty, and patriotism of her people,

not less than in the decline of the despotic principle in the once-

aggressive nations by whom she is surrounded. Even Austria is

more likely to become reniblican than Switzerland is to relapse

from that system.

And now the president has retired, the capital has been ex-

plored, the great town-clock of the cathedral, eleven hundred years

old, has struck the hour of twelve, with the pomp and parade of a

royal review ; we have fed the bears of Berne, given a letter of

thanks to the veteran and wounded Swiss attache, and we are en-

tering the cars which are to convey us through la helle France, to

her mourning and disconsolate capital.

52
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Paris, Avgnst 2(»M.—Wo left Bci-nc ra[ti(]l,v behind us, and,

following the shore of the long and beautiful Lake NeufclulUl, Id't

Switzerliind, with its glorious inoinitains and oascados, its rich

grazing-grounds, and its simple, sparse, and rustic population, niul,

coining to the region betw<en the Khino and the Rhone, entered

Burgundy, admiring the Cote d'Or, with its magniticent vintages

and frp(pient villages, and reached Dijon at eleven o'rlock.

In frontier France, which we had passed on the way through

Chambery to Geneva, and again on the railway from l?erne to

Dijon, we saw only painfid manifestations of public and private

sorrow and anxiety. The more rude and simple the peasantry, the

more the men betrayed a consciousness of pressing perplexity, and

every woman was in habiliments of mourning. There was neither

activity, nor curiosity, nor interest of any kind. When the trains,

abated of their magnitude and importance, arrived at un unex-

pected hour at the railroad-stations, there were no crowds, nor

equipages, nor display of any kind in the streets of Paris, and wc

seemed especially welcome at Meurice's Hotel, of which only a few

apartments are occupied, and those by Americans exclusively.

When we left Auburn last year, a war between France and

Prussia, the causes of which were laid fifty years ago, and which

had been four years in preparation, had just opened. The task of

reorganizing political and ecclesiastical institutions in Fraujo had

become inevitable at the close of the last century. The nations of

Europe, taking alarm at the boldness of the innovations, combined

to uphold the ancient Church and state, and to suppress a revolution

which threatened subversion of all existing authority in Europe.

France resisted the intervention with a vigor and a power which,

while it maintained her integrity, had only been acquired by tlie

sacrifice of accepting the military despotism of Napoleon in place

of the republican institutions she had ardently desired to establish.

Napoleon's ambition urged him to push beyond the bounds of pos-

sibility the retaliation which France had inaugurated. His throne

and the sway which he had eslabl'shed from the Atlantic to the

Adriatic, from the Mediterranean to tht Zuyder-Zee, perished to-

gether in IS 14, and a compromiso ensued, irksome and hateful to
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both parties. "While Austria, Prusfiiii, Italy, nnd Belp^ium, had

conceded to Franco too much for their own contentment, France

had beo»i crainped within boundaries too small for hui ambition.

Fifty years of peace, such as Euro[>o had never enjoyed, invigorated

nil the parties. The people of France, impatient of trancpiillity

and ffjntentnient incompatible with the glorious memorii^a of Na-

poleon, of Louis XIV., of Henry IV., and Charlemagne, demanded

of the new emjnrc political activity and demonstration. Napoleon

III. complied, and, by a master-stroke of policy, combined with Great

Britain in giving chuck at Sevj'.diopol to the ambition of the CJzar.

Having thus establi'^hcd an al'iiunco with Great Britain, an ancient

enemy and always a powerful rival, Napoleon yielded to the na-

tional ambition by lending that effective assistance to Sardinia

which resulted in expelling Austria, and restoring, after a lapse of

a thousand years, a united and Independent Italy. The military

ambition of Franco thus renewed demanded new achievements,

and looked for them across the Rhine. Napoleon, too wise for

such an expedition, sought to compromise by an expedition to

Mexico, which he appreljcnded could bo safely made by reason of

the distance of the field where battle was to be given, the isolation

nnd feebleness of that state, resulting from imiversal discontents,

and the demoralization of the United States, the only probable

ally of Mexico, by a civil war promising nothing less than a disso-

lution of the republic. Each of the two expeditions proved a great

mistake. The national union of Italy proved, in the language of

President Thiers, to bo " the mother of German unity." The inva-

sion of Mexico gratified neither the ambition nor the pride of the

French people, and its hasty abandonment exposed the empire to

contempt at home and insult abroad. Meantime Prussia, availing

herself of the defeat and humiliation which France and Italy had

already inflicted upon Austria, made successful war against that

rival, and, depriving her of German provinces and allies, consoli-

dated all of Western Germany into a broad and majestic empire,

equal, at least in population, resources, energy, and martial spirit,

to France. The French now impetuously demanded war against

Prussia. United Germany saw that the hour for her retaliation
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had come ; slie accepted the gage of battle. When we left home,

Napoleon on the Prussian border was telegraphing to the empress-

regent his first success. Before we embarked at San Francisco we
heard only of French repulses, reverses, and defeats. Then for

nearly four weeks all intelligence was cut off from us. In Japan,

we heard that the emperor had become a prisoner at Sedan, and that

the empress witu her son had taken refuge in England. Thence-

forward, as we advanced westward, the Germans were marching on

Versailles. France could obtain peace only by reorganization with

ti;e German army on her soil, and at the gates of her capital. Then

came the republic, with Gambetta at its head ; then a National As-

sembly at Box'deaux. Next the organization of the Communists at

Paris to resist the National Assembly at Bordeaux ; then the re-

moval of the National Assembly to Versailles in the presence of

the German invaders, and the election of Thiers as provisional

president ; then the frightful anarchy of the Commune at Paris,

only suppressed by the decimation of its leaders by the French

army, now \inder the direction of President Thiers, and then a col-

lapse. What that collapse signified, whether a renewal of anarchy,

or an exhaustion of the forces of anarchy, no one knew. Timid

and peace-loving people avoided France and Paris as one migh^

avoid Vesuvius when its fires had subsided, but the rumbling, in-

{ -^rnal commotion still continued. The destinies of France, so for

as they depended upon herself, were in the hands of a popular as-

sembl;; .it Versailles, a body of seven hundred, consisting of dis-

cordant factions, each of whom thought its hour for complete tri-

umph was at hand. These parties had compromised on an admin

istration which was allowed to preside and mediate for only one

reason—namely, that it assumed the responsibility of relieving the

French nation, as soon as it should be practicable, of the German

invaders. President Thiers was at the head of the administration,

and Jules Favre Minister of Foreign Affairs.

When we arrived in Paris, this morning, we found that the

30th of this month has been assigned for a debate, in which the

four parties are to decide their mutual contect. The partisans of

the old regime are expected to strike for the ancient monarchy un-
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der the Count de Chambord. The Orleanists claim the throne for

the Count de Paris. There are rumors and hopes and fears of a

coalition between the two monarchical factions. The republicans

will have neither of these, nor the empire, while the imperialists

think that these divisions will enable them to restore the emperor,

who has been released from his German prison, and is now in

exile in England.

August 27th.—We dined to-day with Lord Lyons, to whom Mr.

Sew'ard is warmly attached by reason of his honorable and upright

conduct as minister of Great Britain to the United States, in the

early years of our civil war.

France is a type, although an exaggeration, of modern political

ideas. Nations will not consent to remain indefinitely under any

dynasty or personal authority. They not only want frequent

changes, but they have found out the secret of making such

changes. In the United States we have fortunately a legal and

orderly means of gratifying this desire for change. Our Consti-

tution allows the people to choose their own governmental head,

but requires them to abide by his authority only four years. Every

four years they can turn him out.

August 2Sth.—In the Bois de Boulogne, instead of the crowd

of equipages round the cortege of the emperor, imder the majestic

trees and near the crystal lakes, we now found only one carriage,

which bore Schung Ilao, the Chinese ambassador, who came to

Paris to explain and palliate the Tien-Tsin massacre. lie is now

returning home, after having failed to receive a word of courtesy

or kindness from President Thiers, who is at the same time con-

strained, by the sad condition of France, to make no demonstra-

tion or declaration hostile to China.

August 31s<.—Mr. "Washburne, the United States minister, re-

mained in Paris during the entire siege, keeping up, as well as he

could, official communication with the Provisional Government,

first at Bordeaux, then at Versailles. He was enjoying a short res-
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pite of absence at the time of our arrival. He came to town on the

29th, and, after giving us a kind welcome, presented a note from M.

R6musat, the newly-appointed Minister for Foreign A* irs, inviting

Mr. Seward to Versailles. Yesterday morning, not earing 1" use

what is called hero the "American Eailroad," we proceeded by car-

riage to Versailles, passing through the Bois de Boulogne. Splen-

did St. Cloud is a blackened ruin, and, as it seemed, countless forts

on either side have been stormed and demolished. Detachments

of the late contending armies are scattered in the villages along

the road—now a battalion or brigade of the French army, now of

the Germans. There seems to be no intercourse between them,

and doubtless each is weary of the other'g presence. Driving

through Passy, where Franklin resided during his mission to

France, a curious reflection came over us : How much of this

strange, eventful career, which France has endured, was due to

the blandishments of our philosophic, persuasive, and skilful en-

voy ? Certainly ho procured the not unwilling consent of Louis

XVI., and the spirited concurrence of Marie Antoinette, to the

treaty between France and the United States, which led to ^ur

national independence, and consequently to the French Revolu-

tion, with its awful catastrophe. Could any other than Franklin

have gained that treaty? Doubtful. Had it not been gained,

might not the kingdom of Louis have withstood the tempest ?

Versailles is a magniiicent town of thirty thousand people, who

enjoy streets broader than those of Vienna, and dwellings not less

superb than those of Genoa. So lately the headquarters of German

occupation, and now the seat of the provisional government, the old

town assumes a tone of activity. The government at Versailles is

not fixed, like the other courts we have visited, but is provisional and

almost military. We stopped at the hotel. Grooms would take the

horses ; Jis for ourselves, we might sit in the small room adjoining

the conciergerie, or we might walk through the restaiirant and sit

under the shade-trees in front of the house. More than live hun-

dred well-dressed, active gentlemen were being served, in groups of

from two to half a dozen each, with all the clatter and din of a rapid

breakfast. These were the members of the Provisional Assembly of
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France. Breakfast over, Mr. Seward, with Mr. Washburne, went to

the Department of Foreign Affairs. The minister, M. Kemusat, a

grandson of General Lafayette, is an intellectual and accomplished

man, and always a firm, consistent republican. The reception,

though necessarily short, was genial, free, and very friendly. The
Provisional Assembly was to meet at twelve o'clock. The debate

might involve a national crisis. M. Thiers, as provisional chief of

the state, must attend and be deeply engaged during the day. He
would receive Mr. Seward at his house at eight o'clock in the

evening. Thence we hastened to the Assembly, and the way was

opened, by officials of the Government, through an immense crowd

composed of respectable and intelligent people, to the diplomatic

box.

The members, assembling on the floor below, were engaged in

conversational groups. In the diplomatic box were an English lady

and gentleman, who politely left the comfortable front seat for Mr.

Seward and chose the adjoining ones. The box soon filled up with

persons introduced by their legation, as we had been by ours.

Promptly, at the appointed hour, the president, M. Grevy, took

the chair, and called the Assembly to order. There was a numer-

ous array of clerks and reporters. With great rapidity, oflicial

reports of the ministry were presented and referred, of course, to

the respective committees, as in our legislative assemblies ; while

the Chamber, like them, presented a scene of confusion which ren-

dered any attention to the order of business by the members im-

possible. At length, the special order of the day was announced.

The question, in eft'ect, was the vital one whether the Assembly,

which had been convened to organize a government, to make a

treaty of peace with Prussia, and which had now accomplished that

object, ought not to resign its powers. A deputy mounted the

tribune and began to read a speech to the Chamber, hushed in

silence just long enough to allow the speaker to indicate his posi-

tion ; then followed a wild uproar of voices ; acclamations from the

" right," the moderate republicans, interrupted by the extremists

;

and grumblings, challenges, and defiances, from the conservative

members. The discontented rose in their seats with violent objur-
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gations and gesticulations ; the supporters of the speaker rose,

vociferously apphiuding him and denouncing the interruption. By

some arrar.gement whicli we did not understand, the representatives

of the several political parties alternated in the tribune. From the

moderate republican who began, to the extreme republican sus-

pected of communism who opposed, the sagacious and loyal Orlean-

ist, the obstinate and impracticable legitimist, to the crafty but

non-subdued imperialist—every speaker was received and his utter-

ances drowned in the same manner ; except that the morn radical

republicans awakened a general burst of defiance and denunciation

throughout the whole Chamber. The president continually rang

his bell, and in some way or other the debate went on intelligibly

to him and to the House, but utterly incomprehensible to the audi-

ence.

The stormy scene excited our wonder. In our own Congress,

the speaker, rising in his place, utters, in a well-considered and

careful form, an argument which everybody knows will be found,

the next morning, in the daily press ; will be seized upon and read

in every city and district ; and have its proper effect in forming the

national opinion, which, reacting on Congress, will decide the meas-

ure discussed. The House seldom cares to listen, and the mem-

bers are engaged in conversation or correspondence.

This National Assembly of France, on the contrary, seems to

regard the debate as a combat in which the question is to be de-

cided by the House itself, .at once and according to the balance ot

argument in the heat of passion. What is still more remarkable is,

that all this vehemence, violence, and excitement, is displayed only

by members in their places. We heard Jules Favre, Louis Elanc,

Picard, and Gambetta, at the tribune, and their well-constnicted

and carefully-guarded spe'jches, read without the least excitement

or gesticulation, would, but for their remarkable brevity, have

seemed dull and monotonous.

At the expiration of two hours, the difficulty of reaching an har-

monious adjustment amid such tumultuous demonstrations excited

an apprehension that the Assembly would break up in disorder, if

not with scenes of violence ; and that, before long, hostile forces
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might be renewing the civil war, hardly yet completely suppressed.

Some oL the European diplomates, in the gallery, declared that

France was uricqual to her great destiny ; that law, order, govern-

ment, and society, can only be preserved through central and abso-

lute power. The violent scene now culminated ; the ])re8idont using

his last remedy, announced his determination to dissolve the As-

sembly if his appeal to order should bo disregarded. This brought

the Chamber to a moment of calm reflection. T'^e then demanded,

from the latest disturber of the debate, a retraction and apology for

having indulged in language of insult and threat unbecoming the

majesty of debate. The speaker, one perhaps of a hundred who

had equally oft'ended, thus brought singly before the House, ex-

plained, regretted, and apologized. Though the House seemed

willing to forgive, the president was not satisfied ; he demanded

further apology, and it was given. He announced that the debate

might now go on, at the peril, however, of the dissolution of the

Assembly if the bounds of decorum should be passed. The more

judicious speakers seemed to have reserved themselves for such a

crisis. After this every speech, while firm, was conciliatory and

full of concern for the public peace, and showed due and deliberate

consideration. The danger was over—the National Assembly

would not dissolve until the Provisional Government should have

more effectually provided for the exigencies of the state.

The atmosphere of the hall was hot to suffocation, but .ill the

members remained in their seats, and nearly all the audience. We
left to obtain fresh air, and to improve the three or four hours of

the day which remained in seeing royal Versailles. An hour later,

we were joined by friends whom we had left in the Chamber, who,

mceti'^ig us in the magnificent gardens of the palace, informed us

that the debate had closed ; that the Chamber had adopted, by a de-

cisive majority, a declaration that their body is itself a constituent

Assembly, Avith all the powers adequate to the government and re-

organization of the nation.

At nine o'clock, Mr. Seward, accompanied by M. Geolfroy, for-

merly clmrge d'affaires at AVashington, proceeded to the palace of

President Thiers, the same which was occupied by the King of
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Prussia during his sojourn at Versailles. The guards, ushers, and

servants, numerous enough and elegant enough in costume for an

imperial residence, were in waiting, and Mr. Seward and M. Geof-

froy were shown up the grand staircase and through the suite of

antechambers only less numerous and magnificent than those of

the Vatican, and a series of gorgeous drawing-rooms in which not

a soul was A'isible. Passing through these to the farthest one, they

found a lady sitting by an open window. This was Madame

Thiers, the amiable wife of the president. Eising, she gave Mr.

Seward her hand, and invited him to sit down. Congratulating

him on his arrival, she entertained the gentlemen for half an hour

with conversation in perfect English. At the opposite side of the

room, her sister was conversing with the only other visitor. Dur-

ing the evening, four or live gentlemen entered the drawing-room,

and were received by Madame Thiers. Half-past ten o'clock came,

and Mr. Seward was about talcing his leave, when Madame Thiers

said that M. Thiers had returned utterly exhausted by the day's

debate, and had thrown himself on a sofa for a few minutes' sleep,

after which he would join them in the drawing-room. She would

waken him at once. Mr. Seward, well appreciating the president's

labors during the day, protested that she should not, but Madame

Thiers said she was sure that the president would be grieved and

disappointed. Conducting Mr. Seward across the hall, to an ante-

chamber, she brought him to a low, broad sofa, where the weary

statesman was snatching his few moments of repose. Mr. Seward

begged that he might not be aroused, and insisted on taking his

leave. Madame Thiers remained with the president, and, before

Mr. Seward had reached the distant drawing-room door, overtook

him, with the president, now awakened from his slumbers. Mr.

Seward saluted him with a compliment expressing his high respect,

which M. Thiers received courteously, and reciprocated by many

kind expressions of compliment, and regret that his guest should

have been kept waiting. He then invited Mr. Seward to remain

all night at the palace, and to bring his family next week to remain

at Versailles. Mr. Seward, declining the proffered hospitality witli

many thanks, replied that he was to leave Paris next Tuesday, and
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had engagements to dine, which would keep him tliere on Monday.
" To-morrow, then," said the president ;

" come to-morrow." Mr.

Seward promised to do so, returned with M. Geofiroy to his car-

riage, and arrived at Meuricc's in the early dawn.

Hepteniber lat.—The Chamber of Deputies yesterday brought to

a happy solution the political question which had bo perplexed and

alarmed France. They declared that the executive power should

remain with M. Thiers ; that his title should be that of President

of the French Republic ; that he should hold his place three years,

and have full power to administer the government, being always

responsible to the people. All Versailles and all Paris are reas-

sured, if not content.

We dined last evening with President Thiers, the party consist-

ing of M. Remusat, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, M. Geoffroy,

and a few of the president's official friends. President Thiers is a

short, stout man, looking about seventy-five, remarkably erect and

firm. He has a large and regularly-developed head ; his thick hair,

perfectly white and stiff, is cut short and brushed scrupulously off

his forehead and over his temples. His eyes are black, but spar-

kling and genial, his complexion florid, and even youthful. The

heavy folds of his white cravat, and his elegantly-cut, tightly-fitting,

closely-buttonqd dress-coat, make him look as if he had just stepped

out of an old Flemish picture ; and, when he speaks, his gentle voice

seems less like the commanding utterance of the ruling statesman

of a great and convulsed nation, than an echo from the past. His

conversation is vivacious, and imbued not so much with a sense of

gratified ambition as of sanguine hope and confidence in the resto-

ration of his country. Explaining to Mr. Seward the reasons which

had led the Chamber of Deputies to their late important but unex-

pected decision, he said : " The Chamber of Deputies and myself in

the present crisis are Siamese twins ; we know that, if we are sep-

arated, both must die." At dinner, he proposed the health of Mr.

Seward, in a pretty speech, in which he declared that he regarded

it as a presage of his success that Mr. Seward should be his guest

on the first day of his presidency of the French Republic.
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Mr. Seward replied that, though France had before attempted

the republican experiment, he regardcl the present as the first real

establishment of that system of government in France. Ho re-

minded M. Thiers that his fortune was peculiar as it was felicitous

;

that he was chosen preside) t not at the command, nor under the

influence of a star ^ «i'ir ?. but only as a civilian and statesman.

He hoped that M. T ^^rs Mi/Ut remain president as long asWaHli-

ington, and have a lino of suct ' > 'vs as long and as virtuous. Mjro

than this no statesman ought to expect, or might dare to desire.

The president spoke of the difficulties of the position, an^ of the

obdtinate distraction of opinion iu France, so unlike any thing that

is known in the United States.

Mr. Seward said in reply :
" My hopes for France in the present

crisis are founded on two very antagonistic grounds. First, that

the people of France are universally discouraged. I have not heard

one hopeful expression from any man, of any party, in Versailles

or Paris, except yourself. Second, you are sanguine enough to in-

spire the public with confidence. It is fortunate that all parties

excepting the republicans have exhausted the public confidence.

The imperialists, having lost the battle-field, on which the integrity

of France is at stake, have forfeited the right to guide public opin-

ion. The two royalist parties have not regained the vitality lost

years ago. The republican party, although it smarts now, as it has

done on so many previous occasions, unjustly, under the reponsi-

bility of the fraternization with it of the worst and lowest political

elements of Europe, still has command of the field. France will

now, I think, accept the republic, not because she is yet prepared

to love or trust it, but because she has sufficiently tried and proved

the impracticability of the kingdom and the empire."

Madame Thiers and her sister are highly-accomplished ladies,

with more vivacity than, and quite as practical and energetic as the

most practical of, our countrywomen.

After dinner, there was a general and distinguished reception

of visitors, who had come to congraiuiitte the president. Auiong

these were the papal nuncio, the Pi ice de Chigi Albani, Lord

Lyons, Prince Metternich, Mr. Washburnc, cardinals, archbishops,
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bishops, generals, admirals, deputies from all sides of the Chamber,

and many ladies.

It was snggestivo of thought to see this plain civilian, this in-

dependent statesman, who virtually had been proscribed by all

parties for thirty years, now, at the united command of the French

nation, called to its head to redeem it from the dangers and dis-

asters into which it had fallen by rejecting his wise, disinterested,

and patriotic advice.

Septemher ith.—It is a consequence of the extraordinary condi-

tion of France at the present moment that society of all kinds is

broken up at Paris. The timid and prudent citizens, not yet as-

sured of peace, have not returned to the city. The imperial coirrt

is dispersed, the Communists are suppressed, and the domim !,

party is with the government at Versailles. At the same time

nothing is considered permamcnt there. It is only a provisional

government at best, and the Chamber is already distracted by the

question of the removal of the government to Paris. This condi-

tion, however, is perhaps not unfavorable to a study of the political

tendencies of the times. We, of course, meet persons of all par-

ties. It has been a pleasure to again see M. Henri Mercier, former

French minister at Washington, and his successor, the Marquis de

Montholon, always cordial and friendly in his good wishes for the

United States. It is a source of much regret that we do not meet

Signer Bertinatti, foraierly Italian minister at Washington, always

so true, earnest, and sympathetic. He is now Italian minister at the

Hague, and writes that he has been making preparations to receive

us there. But the time intervening before our embarkation for

home is so short that we shall be unable to visit Holland. An in-

terview of especial interest was that with M. Drouyn de Lhuys,

who was the successor -of M. Thouvenel as Minister of Foreign

Affairs at Paris during our civil war, but was replaced later by M.

Lavallette. M. Drouyn de Lhuys is a gentlemen of fortune, now

residing at Paris, unemployed, and the newspapers are disputing

the probabilities of his being called to office by President Thiers.

He is a tall, stout man, not much, if at all, beyond sixty, with a mas-
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sive head, an open countenance, a very kindly as well as intellectual

expression, and manners at once courtly, frank, and simple. Ho
speaks English quite well. The conversation ranged on topics far

and wide, its chief one being the relations between France and the

United States past and present. M. Drouyn de Lhuys, though in

the ministry during the period when he had to treat with the ques-

tions growing out of the French expedition to Mexico, was not

DBOUYN DE LIIITY8.

engaged in the inception of that enterprise, and, indeed, had always

been opposed to it. He is the only statesman, excepting President

Thiers, whom we hs,ve met here that seems hopeful of France. He

says the worst part of the road is passed. France must give up her

dream of national aggrandizement and military glory, which are

the sources of all her misfortunes. He thinks that she will do so,

and will rise to a higher position than ever.
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It has been an especial pleasure to make the personal acquaint-

ance of M. Labouluye, who is now a prominent republican member

of the National Assembly, lie was a warm well-wisher of the

United States during our war, and his " Paris in America " has

been read with interest throughout the United States. He seems

depressed about the present state of France.

Acknowledging the cheering encouragement which M. Labou-

laye had given us in our civil conflict, we thought it our turn to in-

spire him with courage about the situation of France. The cases

are not entirely different. In the United States, we wanted to

abolish slavery, and to save the Union. Either motive was enough

of itself to make a party, but it was difficult to create a party that

would accept both as practicable. It is just so now in France.

The French want a republic, and wish to preserve the integrity and

prestige of France, but are unable to see how both can be done by

the same party at the same time. One may be assured, however,

that, each being right and just in itself, both objects will be se-

cured, and the time has come when they must be secured to-

gether.

September hth.—One of the effects of the acquisition of absolute

power seems to be an isolation, which can only be relieved by the

adoption of unofficial, perhaps obscure persons, as friends, who by

merit or address become favorites—a relation which, although it is

sometimes a useful, is often an unpopular one. Dr. Evans, an

American dentist, was early accepted iu that character by Napoleon

soon after the cou}) cVetat. Through his long professional service

he received frequent and valuable tokens of the emperor's regard.

If it had been doubted whether he did not exaggerate the measure

of imperial favor he enjoyed, those doubts were entirely removed

during our civil war, when, on two occasions. Dr. Evans came to

the Department of State at Washington, with confidential messages

and inquiries from the Emperor of France. While these messages

Averc received, they were, of course, fully made known to the presi-

dent, and responded to by his authority. At the same time, the

execution of the trust by the doctor was iu all respects moderate
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and bccoininpf. It Ih duo alHo to the einporor to say tlint all his

personal luessa^os, of that kind icocivcd, wciv t'ranl'., and no LApcc-

tation raised by thoin was ever disappointed. Under these cirouin-

stances, our visit to I'aris afforded a pleasant renewal of acquaint-

ance with Dr. Evans, and it was a satisfaction to tind that, in the

disasters which overtook the inqjerial family, there was no loss of

fidelity on the one side nor of confidence on the other. It was in-

torestinjr to hear Dr. Evans's account of the empress's escape from

Franco, a transaction in which he took an important part.

After the battle of Sedan left Napoleon III. a ])rist)ner of war,

and the empire ])rostrate, the imperial ministers and members of

the Corim Ufjislatif rushed at once to the empress regent, at the

Tuilories, and told her that she must fly, without an instant's de-

lay. At seven in the ovoni?i<», attended by one lady, she left the

palace by a sido-door, where they called a common fiacre. They

drove in this uj) the Cliampn PJUjscch, a mile or more, stopped in

the street, tlismisscd the vehicle, walked a square or two, took an-

other ^/rVic/'^ and drove to Dr. Evans's door, and rang the bell. Mrs.

Evans was absent. The doctor was entertaining some friends at din-

ner, entirely ignorant of the great political transactions of the day.

A servant went to him and whispered to him that a lady, at the

door, said she must see him, and could not be put off. The dc'

returned answer that he was at dinner and could not leave the

table. The empress, not to bo repulsed, walked through the open

door into the office. Learning this, tho doctor excused himself,

and went to see who the intruder might bo : imagine his astonish-

ment and dismay at finding the empress, and Ijearing her exclaim,

" Doctor, you must save me !

"

Few words of explanation were necessary. The Empress Euge-

nie, like Marie Antoinette, had made good her escape fi'om the

Tuileries alone, but with his aid only could she now escape from

Paris, and find an asylum in a foreign country. Leaving the em-

press and her attendant in a room with closed doors, Dr. Evans, as

soon as possible, dismissed his friends ; and, without even informing

his servants of his purpose, went to his stables, ordered his own

carriage, and engaged a friend to go with him. Tho two ladies



THE E^'CAPE OF THE EMPRESS.
romnlnoi] „n«cen „„ti| t„o oVl„ck in H

^^^
^^^

7'Ko .Irovo to f].o door The cnul
'""*"'"^'' ^^'^'^^ ^^'^ car.

I'cr la^ly attenda,.t and Dr E-l I
^'""^'«-

''^'•^"•. ^vitl

friend rodo on the box Tl.n '
'"''''^''' *''« ^•'^W- tho

fa";pa.eorthof„,iti;l a ,1: t. •:
''^ "-"^-^atious

'"Charge of a republican g.mrd TvL ,
'

'^r*^'
'^ ^^- *<'und

t-vellers. The doctor gav ,1 l'^.'""""'^'^^
^'^— of the

-'n
;

and, remarking thtt gr 2^"' '"'""' """ '""'-
*

l-ndodtheg„ardax:orning^n 1 !r/'"^ ^'^'^'""-'t' - IVia,
Travelling all dav f J

^, '
^

^
'^'''^'' *'"•

-"fWe f,. „ .,,,,^ acre..'' :'a:„:77
"''•"' ""»'"' '"™

J«^t, and t:,ey .,„b„W ncaWn ',''""" "'" '""" ""'«

" >.e«vy »oa, ti,e; «„„„,. efcwTl ! Tr '"' "™"'^ '""-. i"

Ritisl, e,,„r„. D, e™ ,., C„?; o, : •"? "" "'° ''™""»'"o
'o roliove «,„ „„«„,., an.iet/fo "l^;""

:"""« '" ^''S'""-'. wa,
BO soon after Saarbruok w„. „,"W /""" ""l"'™'. "''»

V ...0 e„,per„. lie fo„ d
'CT" ^™" "^ -'O ot „r

onee c.vdaimed, "Whero i, „y J,L''"''™'r
'7'"» ''"". »'

warcolj suppress I.h emotion wl,.„ l , .
" ''°''°'' ""'<i

7"'g
:

" I conduced .1, e" !« ,";
.'""^'"f"

'"'^ "•'™"™ by
tteir embrace, and l.eard tl t ,

'
""''' ''''™ ' """«ed

I fc.. fta. m;„nwiT ::it:";:''""''^™'^'' '^™™'''
«« accomplished." ^ *" """"-g'-'y, bnt for iife,

'»« fte empress m^TutLT^ ^»"y- P»ri>aP». believe

-en ,v„ rememberto'felt/^"™^" " '"^ ^'"'-'-' ""«
»f the Archbishop of Pari, ,nTo,l

^""""""''-fte murderP ^^rans, and other atrocities during and after



706 EUROPE.

the siege of the city—there is every reason to be thankful that her

escape saved maddened Paris from a cruel and atrocious crime.

SepUmher Hh.—It remains for us only to acknowledge the gen-

erous and elegant hospitalities which were extended to us by our

friend Mr. Washburne, United States minister, and the United

States consul-general Mr. Read, Mr. Appleton, and many other

Americans. It is with sincere pride that we learn that their cahu

courage and fortitude during the political crisis at the capital won

for theni universal esteem and confidence.

Paris, as we leave it, wears a sad and despairing aspect. All

parties are humiliated alike in the overthrow of a military prestige

that they trace back with pride to Louis XIV., and oven to Charle-

magne ; in the payment of indemnities as great as the most rapa-

cious of French armies ever extorted from foreign states ; and in

the loss of territories which were at once a resource and an in-

valuable line of defence , Moreover, no party indulges any san-

guine hope of a renewal of the prestige and power that have been

lost. For all this, however, we leave France with stronger hope

than ever in its future. The people of France are genero\is, per-

haps the most generous in the world. If they have been diverted

from the more prudent path of national development to pursue the

career of military glory, even that is a fault kindred to national

virtue. For seventy years France has been the chief theatre of the

struggles for the establishment of the republic in Europe. If she

has failed hitherto to achieve it, two things are to be considered in

extenuation : First, that only one country in Europe has establis'hod

it—namely, Switzerland ; and, second, that Switzerland is embar-

rassed by none of the grave difficulties which surround France. It

was the misfortune of France that the Protestant Reformation

failed there, while it succeeded in the northern parts of the Conti-

nent and in Great Britain. It was alike the misfortune of France

that she was called to accept the republic while as yet the prin('ij)lc

of despotic power was unbroken and unshaken throughout the

Continent. Still further, it was her misfortune that the kway of

the republic has been incompatible with the contest which she Laii
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necessarily been obliged to hold against a despotic combination.

But all these difficulties are passed at last. The French nation no

longer excites the fears or has motives for provoking the hostility

of other nations. Left at liberty to retrieve her national disasters,

all her energies will be applied to that purpose. The promptness

with which her people meet the financial exigencies of their trying

situation proves that her resources are adequate. On the other

hand, such is the influence of France everywhere in Europe that

every new step which she makes in popular government demoralizes

all the nations who have been her rivals and her enemies. Bis-

marck and his imperial master have manifested the highest sagacity

and ability in humiliating France from her position as the first

Continental power of Europe, and raising Germany to that proud

place. But not only Bismarck and the Kaiser, but also the King

of Italy, and the Emperor of Austria, and the Czar of Russia, and

even the statesmen of England, will probably find it a nmch more

difficult task to hold their respective coimtries back from the disor-

ganizing ways of republicanism if France shall persevere wisely in

that direction. The bugbear of Europe to-day is communism, as

it is the fear of France. Communism is, nevertheless, in France a

manageable evil. It is the protest of the laborers of France, now

largely educated, against the conscription and military service which

has been a social calamity ever since her great Revolution. The

agitation r of ''ommunism -rill not cease either in France or in any

other European country so long as ten rriillions of the laboring

population of the Continent are withdrawn from productive occupa-

tion to become consumers. On the other hand, the ecclesiastical

institutions and prejudices of Europe arc so much broken down

that the republic has no strong obstacle anywhere but the standing

armies. Let these, by whatever means, be replaced by a voluntary

and moderate militia force, and every European state will slide at

once into the republican system as easily, as gracefully, and as

safely, as Switzerland and the United States have ah-oady.
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GERMANY, ENGLAND, AND HOME.

Belgium.—Berlin.—Mr. Bancroft.—Ilumboldt.—The German Empire.—Its Rise and

Grandeur.—Its Policy.—Hamburg.—A Free City.—A Handsome City.—On the

Thames.—Activity of its Commerce.—Greatness of London.—Government Machinery

in Great Britain.—Its Slow Working.—Rural Beauty of England.—On Board the

Java.—Her PaRsengers.—Montrosc-OQ-Hudson.—Return to Auburn.—Mr. Seward's

Speech to his Neighbors.

Cologne., September Qth.—Out of France—across Belgium—and

on the Ehinc, all in twelve hours !

Belgium realizes to the traveller its well-known character for

density of population, and active, inventive industry. It is wonder-

ful how arts, and even freedom, flourish within this little state,

which for two thousand years has almost continually been the battle-

ground of the ambitious of the great European nations. If we re-

member rightly, there are few Belgian immigrants in America. As

we passed through to Liege and its rural districts, so full of busy

activity, contentment, and even gayety, <• j wondered that there

should bo any.

Berlin, September Sth.
—"We arrived hero last evening. We

have seen of Germany enough to show that its climate is neither so

genial, nor its soil so fertile, nor its resources of forest and mines

so rich as those of Southern Alaska ; nevertheless, it is rich and

prosperous through the perseverance of its people.

It is a political and social vacation at Berlin. The emperor-

king and the empress, the princes and Bismarck, are absent. Baron
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Gerolt, so long the respected anl beloved Prussian and German

minister at Washington, is now at Berlin, and it is a pleasure to

meet him here.

Mr. Bancroft met us at the station, and has given us a delight-

ful and quiet home at the legation, on the favorite a /enue, " Unter

den Linden." He enjoys the respect and consideration here which

he so eminently deserves. Mr. Bancroft is a distinguished excep-

tion to the rule that great scholars fail of being practical statesmen.

As might be expected, the air of Berlin is as triumphant as that

of Paris is sad and despondent. We noticed in Paris that the alle-

gorical statue of Strasbourg, in the Place de la Concorde^ was cov-

ered with mouriiing weeds. So we must not omit to mention thiU,

an allegorical group hns been erected here, representing Germmiy

receiving with open arms her returning daughters, Alsace and Lor-

raine.

The streets of Berlin wear the aspect of a newly-built or modern

city. While it has none as fine as Fifth Avenue, there is a uniform

solidity and elegance which we have not yet attained in the United

States. In activity, industry, and trade, Berlin contrasts strongly

with Paris in its present condition, as well as with Naples and

Florence. The parks are well shaded and extensive, but less im-

posing than those of Vienna, and it would be difficult to decide be-

tween the two cities in regad to the general appearance of activity

and vivacity.

In one of the streets of Mexico there is this inscription on a

marble tablet :
'' In this house Humboldt dwelt." AVe are told of a

similar inscription on the house he lived in bore. We have scarcely

accustomed ourselves to think of society in Berlin without the ele-

vating and genial presence of the greatest philosopher of our age.

We have had the honor of nieot'ng M. Thilc, the acting Min-

ister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Ranke, the venerable historian, and

several of the celebrated savants for whom Berlin is so justly dis-

tinguished.

In the history of civilization there has been nothing more won-

derful than the development of the Gorman Empire. Brandchburg,

the feeblest of perhaj)3 forty inconsiderable states, a state without
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numbers, milifarj force, arts, or science, two hundred years ago had

the courage to challenge u place among the countries of Europe. By
the adoption of a military system, at that time essential to every

power, but more rigorous than any other, ancient or modern, by the

skilful development of resources, and by the practice of parsimony

so great as to provoke ridicule, by coustancv in resisting aggression,

and boldness in taking advantage of opportunity, this little king-

dom of Brandenburg, in the forty-six years of the reign of Frederick

the Great, doubled its territoiy and population, and rose to the

attitude of one of the great Continental powers. Harassed, sub-

jugated, and ravaged in the Napoleonic wars, Prussia only applied

herself all the more devotedly and energetically to the increase of

her strength and resources. With a sagacity which has had no

prototype, she originated a new philosophy, an original literature,

and schools of nmsic and criticism. With this intellectual progress

Prussia has had the wisdom to combine moral and social culture,

equality of rights, personal freedom, and rigid justice of administra-

tion, which have won for her the grateful sympathy and affection

of other German states. At least since the time oi Frederick,

Prussia has practised an eminently wise and just moderation.

Content with an attitude always of self-'^^'lonce, and to wait for

provocation, she reserved her t'treugth, x uti.) the intolerable preten-

sions of Austria required a contest with that power, which resulted

in her bringing under her protecting flag, with their consent, the

North-German states around her, while she neutralized the South-

German states, formerly dependencies of her rival. Nothing in

politics is more calmly sublime than the deportment of Prussia

when that recent great aggrandizement excited the jealous alarm

of France. France secretly proposed to favor the extension of

North-German jurisdiction over the South-German states on condi-

tion that Prussia would consent that France should absorb r>el-

gium. Pnibsia refused. France then sought offence in the offer of

the Spanisli Cortes of the throne of that country t(- a prince of the

houfic of Ilohenzollern. T' e Prussian Government disavowed, and,

when 'jK't fa'icd, the prince declined, but the empire of France

would hiue an insult vrhen the original cause of complaint had
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been removed. So the emperor instructed his minister, who of-

fended tlie dignity of the Prussian sovereign, and was dismissed

for it. Then France declared war. Prussia came into a war, the

only one, perhaps, of modern times in which tae advantages, moral

and physical, were combined on the same side—a just cause, a de-

fensive position, convenient preparation, and the strongest military

power. There is one circumstance in this great event peculiarly

gratifying U> the United States, and which cannot but prove useful

to the world. It seems as if the process of renaissance in any

nation begets a sympathy and friendship for the American Eepub-

lic. We do not know the secret of the great Frederick's sympathy

with the United States, in their Revolution. He was a capricious

man, and had a proclivity for French philosophy and politics, and

a dislike for England. Wliatever may have been the cause, he

was an admirer of our institutions, and in 1786 made with us a

treaty, based on an acknowledgment of the highest rights of man.

Through all her own vicissitudes and ours, Prussia has adhered to

the policy and sentiments of Frederick, in regard to the United

States. Prussia was the first of the European powers to join us in

a policy of justice and liberality toward Mexico. Prussia was the

first of the European states to acknowledge the American principle

of freedom of naturalization and denationalization. With Russia

she has been a faithful friend, and, like Switzerland, she has en-

grafted on her own political system the American principle of gov-

ernment by confederation of states. It is a proud thing to see that

system established by the most powerful of the states on the Euro-

pean Continent. It promises nothing less, though perhaps in a

distant future, than the abolition of military despotism for main-

taining the balance of power. Germany, if her magnanimity ohall

be equal to her prosperity, will be content hereafter to promote

the welfare of mankind, through the arts of peace, rather than to

seek greater dominion by war and violence.

Ilamhurfi, SepUmber 12th.—Crossing the river Spree, passing

pretty Charlot^>!:)l.!•g, and reaching the ITavel, we leave behind

us thtj suburb.iU cuWvidon and taste of Berlin, and enter on a
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plain where Band and marsh intermingle. Only Gei-mans could

utilize a soil so worthless, but they use it in every way. For cen-

turies the writing-world has relied upon these plains for their

goose-quills. Of national frontiers, there have been more than

enough on this plain. These boundaries have now become merely

departmental divisions of the German Empire. We came to the

Elbe at Wittenberg, and followed its banks to Hamburg.

You realize, on the moment of arrival at Hamburg, that you

are in a free city. No demand of passports, and no custom-house

inspection of luggage, no espionage, no intrusive curiosity. Ham-

burg is not so majestic as Vienna, so poetic as Venice, so clasiiic as

Florence, nor so elegant as Paris, and yet it is a rich and beavitiful

city, pleasant to look upon. With exquisite art, they have gath-

ered the rapid little Alster, no larger than the east branch of the

Potomac at Biadensburg, into pretty crystal lakes, lending a Vene-

etian charm to the beautiful palaces and T-illas of the merchant-

princes which ci'own the shores. And Hamburg has one beauty

which even Venice has not—the beauty of broad and ornamented

lawns ond gardens. But the Germans arc a practical people, and

the beauty of Hamburg is itp smallest boast. A commercial city,

the oldest of Northern Earope, it is the only one that has never

known a decline of prestige. The early commerce of the Elbe

was lost, like that of the Mediterranean ports, as a consequence of

the discoveries of Columuus and Vasco de Gama. But it has been

effectually replaced by a richer and more comprehensive one. The

flags of all nations are here, and vessels from all ports crowd the

channel, '^lamburi,'^'^ most profitable commerce is that which is at

the same time most beneficial to the United States. It is the chief

port of emigration Oi^r glimpses of Germany, though they have

been hasty, have modii'tid our opinion on the character of this emi-

gi-ation. The Gsrman emigrants go, not so much to escape from

want, as from a s] •'rit of emulation and improvement.

Hero, under the apprehension of inclement weather on land,

and winter-storms at sea, we reluctantly relinquish our projected

journey through Denmark and Swe ' - tu Russia. Our explora-

tion of four continents ends to-day. *Ve embark on the steanior
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Berlin. Her cabins arc filled with merchants and their families

who two days hence will bo nndistinguishable in the streets of

London, and her decks are crowded with ehcep which will be

served up to them as real " Southdown mutton."

On the Thames^ September \Uh.—The broad estuary contracts

so rapidly as to bring into view the coast outline. Before reach-

ing Gravcsend, the activity of the shipping imjjresses you with the

conviction that you are approaching the greatest commercial mart

of the world. Steamers, pouring out clouds of black smoke, are

crossing in what seems a maze. Sailing-vessels, with a fair wind,

are passing upward, and vessels with sails furled are towed by tugs

down the river. The undulating shores appear, on which trees,

orchards, gardens, and lawns, relieve the brown of autumn. On
our left is the entrance of the Medway, on our right the harbors

of Lea and Thames Haven. Steam seems to be a despot on land

as well as on the water. Stationary engines ut docks, wharves,

manufactories, lofomotive-ongines hurrying to and from London,

meet your eyes ovorywhore. Wo passed the Great Eastern, at an-

chor, in dignified retiri'ment. At the beginning of our war it was

suggested to buy this noble vessel. It was a conclusive objection

that, although she could carry ten thousand troops, she could not

reach a landing-place in the insurgent States. Equally impracti-

cable for con\mcrce, she proved her adaptation to only one of the

enterprises of the day, but that perhaps the noblest of them all

—

the laying of ocean telegraphic cables.

Entering the gvoat marine gato-way of England, every thing

seems in sti'ong and cheerful contrast to the countries where we

have been. No Indian wigwam, no heathen temple, no mosque,

no Catholic or Greek cathedral, no fortification, no grotesque cos-

tumes, no half-clad or naked savages, Arabs, serfs, fellahs, or coolies

—only on shore a universal manufacture, and on the water merchant-

vessels, bearing the world's exchanges, and ships-of-war to defend

and protect them—no despotic nor imperial nor feudal power—the

law supreme and etjual—London shows, at the first glance, that it

is the great heart of human activity. Every enterprise of war or

'
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peace, every campaign, canal, and railroad, on oitlior cnitinent of

this great globe, derives from London the credit which is its life.

The river contracts. Gravesend, Woolwirh, White Bait Tav-

ern, the Dreaduaught, Nelson's Hag ship at Trafalgar, all crowd

fast upon us.

And now we give up our keys w the polite custom-house

officer, who is content with the pretence of search. And now wo

leave the steamer, and study, as we drive on, the scenes of low Lon-

don life, not the illustrations of Cruikshank, l)ut the actual charac-

ters portrayed by " Boz." Here is Captain Cuttle, and there is the

little wooden midshipman at the door of Solomon Gill's shop, Uq^'o

is Quilp'a figure-head, and herc is Susan Nipper, and even little

Nell. We go on through the city, we turn up Bishopsgate Street,

and pass the Tower and St. Paul's, and so on through crowded

Cheapside, Charing Cross, and Covent Garden, and St. Jaujcs's,

until we stop at last at Fenton's Hotel. Who could liave expected

to see all London before reaching his lodgings ?

London, September li)th.—As for writing observations upon

London and England so familiarly known by tradition, history,

poetry, romance, and the drama, to say nothing of travellers' books

—as for doing this in the short space of seven days, we are not

going to try.

Mr. Seward spent the morning in Downing Street with Mr.

Hammond, the experienced Under S.'cretary of State for Foreign

Affi\irs, and the no less accomplished Mr. Merivale, Under Secretary

for India. With the former he discussed the policy of the Western

nations in regard to China, and seemed to please the latter by the

testimony he bore to the prudent, wise, and beneficent administra-

tion of Earl Mayo, Lord Napier, and Sir William Muir.

The various bureaux seem to show that the machinery of ad-

ministration in Great Britain has been contrived to secure caution

and deliberation at the expense of time; while in the United States

the more simple constitution of the departments gives greater

promptness and dispatch, at the risk, perhaps, of precipitancy. We

no longer wonder at the blunder of the British Government hi fail-
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Ing to stop tlio Alabama, when we see that no secretary could

move in that question until he had the studied opinion of the "law

advisers of the crown." The Government of the United States has

only one legal adviser, the Attorney-General, who sits in the Cab-

inet, and advises, like other heads of department!*, witliout having

questions specially referred to him, except on extraordinary occa-

sions.

The Council for India, the Council for the Colonies, the Board

of Trade, and the other administrative councils, are each of them

a numerous body, and examine and pronounce upon every ques-

tion, before the presiding minister takes action. In this complex

machinery the British Government does not differ from all the

other governments of Europe. Hence the tedious and vexatious

delays which have brought diplomacy under popular suspicion and

reproach.

It is only in parts of France, and in England, and the United

States, that rural life has an aspect of contentment and happiness.

While the dwellings of the rich landholders here immeasurably sur-

pass, in magnificence as well as numbers, the most ambitious rural

residences in the United States, the villages and cottages of the

peasantry, on the other hand, hold no comparison with the cheerful

rural towns and comfortable dwellings of the American farmers.

But the minute subdivision and high cultivation of the fields, to-

gether with the general elegance of plantations and gardens, give

to the landscape of England an air of repose, comfort, health, and

beauty, which, as yet, has not been approached among us. To these

attractions the historical associations, as well as those of poetry and

romance, impart an additional charm.

"We think the impression that London makes upon an Amer-

ican, who sees more of political, commercial, and social activity

and energy at home, is one of dulness and monotony, leading

him to wish to escape from it as soon as possible. On the con-

trary, when he comes to the rural scenes of England, he wishes

that he might remain there always. Such, at least, Avcre the pass-

ing sentiments awakened in us by our short excursion from Wind-

sor through Eton to Stoke Poges. There is a softness of the
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atmosphere which seems not only to harmonize but to blend with

the dark-green shade of the gardens and lawns, and

"All the air a solemn stillness holds."

We close our visit in London with a deep conviction that Eng-

lish and American society are approximating to each other—that in

the United States wo are assuming more of the constancy and con-

sistency of the English habit ; while in England there is a manifest

tendency to adopt the active and vivacious ways of American life.

There are sufficient grounds to explain the jealousies which, rising

into antipathies, have until just now alienated the two nations. It

was unwise to expect that the British nation would forgive the

Revolutionary separation, and would honor her new and rival kin-

dred state, so long as the stability and perpetuity of the Federal

Union were deemed experimental. They were necessarily deemed

experimental, all over the world as well as in the United States, so

long as the institution of slavery threatened dissolution. So far

from its having been a matter of just surprise that the Southern

cause received so much of sympathy and encouragement in the

aristocratic circles of England, it is rather to be wondered at that it

received no more, since it promised nothing less than our inferiority,

not only in present prestige but in destiny, to the empire from

which we had so boldly separated. Since slavery has ceased to ex-

ist throughout the United States, there can be no new cause of

alienation. The two nations must be rivals, not in arms, for neither

has need for conquest ; but in science, arts, literature, agriculture,

commerce, and navigation, and in the invention which leads to suc-

cess in all things. Rivalry of this sort is magnanimous rather than

inimical. Moreover, each nation is inclined, by peculiar character

and habits, to enterprise and exertion, in different fields from those

of the other.

On hoard the Steamer Java, Qtieenstoicn, September 2Uh.—We
are taking our last look on foreign lands, exactly a year from the

day when we had oar first glimpse of them as we approached the

coast of mountain-crowned Japan. How suggestive is barbarous
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Japan, rising buoyantly to grasp civilization, while Ireland, a civil-

ized land, endures the agony of a broken heart ! But Ireland is

beautiful in her sadness, and the sympathies of mankind assure her

of a future.

Here, on the Java, we have an equal number of Americans

going home after short visits of business or pleasure in Europe.

All classes are represented—merchants, bankers, lawyers, doctors,

engineers, professors, clergymen, college-students, students of mu-

sic and the fine arts—^more inquisitiA e, more active, more commu-

nicative, and less economical in dress and habits than the English.

They are social and polite ; they talk incessantly, and mostly of

" business " and American politics, of emigration, education, inter-

oceanic railroads, intercontinental telegraphs, civilization, and prog-

ress generally. They assert their opinions confidently, and ask,

"Why not ? " The gentlemen drink champagne as freely as if it

were a native beveracje, and smoke large " Habanas," where Euro-

peans allow themselves a pipe or a cigarette. The ladies, in unex-

ceptionable toilets and full of vivacity, sustain their share in con-

versation upon all topics, from the fashions and the opera at Paris to

the glaciers of the Alps, the arts of Italy, the literature of Germany,

and the politics and religion of all nations, showing no special re-

gard for the theories and opinions of their husbands—indeed, with-

out special inquiry, one would hardly know which ot the ladies are

married, and to which of the gentlemen. The children are finished

little people, who have been abroad to study the European lan-

guages, and have learned them all, with a great deal more. The

girls read French novels and the latest English poems, and the boys

play at cards and chess.

It is only when we are leaving Europe that we realize the im-

mense increase of the foreign travel, intercourse, and trade, of the

United States. Steamers plying between European and American

ports are crossing the Atlantic every day in the year. The Cunard

line, only one of many, employs twenty steamers in this great

trade. The stormy Atlantic navigation has become so common

and so certain as to have lost all its terrors. It is a sad reflection

that this groat navigation is conducted chiefly in foreign instead of
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American bottoms. But the loss of our heretofore prominent share

in it is one of the penalties of our civil war—a loss which will be

all the sooner retrieved by the liquidation of the national debt and

the restoration of the national currency. Meantime, we may be

content with the employment of the energies of our people in

developing resources greater than any other nation possesses. One
of the Cunard proprietors says that the profits of the line are not

derived exclusively or mainly from cabin-passengers, or even from

freights, but from the transportation of emigrants. We discovered

a similar fact in regard to the trade of the Pacific. If the annual

accession of three hundred thousand immigrants, who generally

are of the humbler classes of Europe, has already produced a

beneficent modification of society and government, then it cannot

be doubted that this perpetual and always increasing intercourse

between America and Europe must exert a strong and healthful in-

fluence upon European nations. Doubtless the United States send

many frivolous and idle pleasure-seekers abroad, and at the cost of

much wealth, but they send at the same time vastly more of enter-

prising, inventive, and thoughtful inquirers and observers; and

that cannot be a losing intercourse for us which brings us foreign

labor, industry, invention, and skill, in compensation for the annual

surplus of our material productions.

Montrose-on-Hudson, October '2d.—A dense fog compelled us

to go to anchor just below Quarantine at three o'clock this morn-

ing. In apprising our friends of our coming, we had request-

ed that they would meet us in the harbor of New York. The

Java had anticipated the expected day of arrival by twenty four

hours, so all things favored our desire to avoid the fatigue and

delay of landing in the city. On a signal, our friends met us with

a steam-yacht at our anchorage. The custor^-house inspector

cleared our luggage promptly ; the Quarantine ofiicer made no

hesitation in giving us certificates of health ; the passengers of the

Java gave us three cheers on our disembarking.

We touched at the Battery, and at Jersey City, to take on bonrd

Other friends waiting there, and at two o'clock the Henry Smith
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landed us at Verplanck's Point, near the house of Frederick W.
Seward, to the surprise of the citizens whose obscure port had never

before witnessed a direct arrival from Europe, since the day when

Hendrick Iludeon first landed there from the Half Aloon.

Auburn, October Qth.—Commodore Vanderbilt's private car, the

finest and most comfortable conveyance we have found in the

whole circuit of the globe, brought us over the New York Central

Railroad to our destination here at nine o'clock this evening, ex-

actly one year and two months from the day of our departure. We
entered the station by its eastern door-way. A crowd of kind

friends and neighbors met us at the station, and attended us home,

where, in their behalf, Mr. Myers made an appropriate speech of

welcome.

Mr. Seward replied

:

" The words which you have spoken to me, and the pressure of

the hand which you have given me, arc what I knew I might ex-

pect, and yet what I would willingly have avoided. I have taxed

my neighbors and friends so often and so long that I have begun

to feel that, when I go away, I would like to slip away from them,

ana to soften the sadness of parting as the nearest of domestic rela-

tions do when they part. And, when I come back, I like to go in

upon them by surprise, and, meet them in their accustomed walks

and ways, rather than to trouble them to come out to greet me.

" Still it is what has always happened to me in the course of so

many years. Whenever I have had occasion to go out of Auburn,

sometimes nearer and sometimes farther, sometimes upon ei'rands

of duty, sometimes of study, sometimes of labor, sometimes of pub-

lic responsibility, and sometimes of private interest, I never was.

suflfered to part from my friends here without demonstrations of

their afiection.

"It has often been my lot to come back among you. Some-

times from fields of achievement which have excited, or might ex-

cite envy—sometimes defeated and with mortification, sometimes

with domestic sorrow, which cannot be lightly spoken of, and some-

times with public anxiety which could not be expressed—yet I
£4
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have never come home without being received as a neighbor and

friend.

"Such neighbors deserve all the aflPection and all the gratitude

I can give them. I can only ask you to believe that, in all my
wanderings far and near, there has not been a day or hour when I

have not remembered them, and prayed God that what I might not

be able to do for their welfare and happiness, might be done through

other agencies.

" My friends, we are met tcojether, I trust, not to {)art again.

I have had a long journey, which, in its inception, seemed to many
to be eccentric, but I trust that all my neighbors and friends are

now satisfied that it was reasonable. I found that, in returning

home to the occupations which were before me, I was expected to

enjoy rest from labors and cares which were thought to have been

oppressive and severe. I found that at my age, and in my condi-

tion of health, * rest was rust ;
' and nothing remained, to prevent

rust, but to keep in motion. I selected the way that M'ould do the

least harm, give the least offence, enable me to acquire the most

knowledge, and increase the power, if any remained, to do good.

" In the course of my wanderings I have seen, not all the na-

tions, but some of the nations, of every race on the earth. I have

looked the whole human family in the face, and taken by the hand

and conversed with my fellow-man in his lowest degradation and

in his highest stage of civilization. I have found no nation so dis-

tant, and no race so low, that the character of an American citizen

did not secure to me, not merely safety, but also respect, considera-

tion, and affection. You may judge, therefore, whether in return-

ing to my own country I have less reason to love and honor it.

"My friends and neighbors, I have trespassed beyond your

patience and my own strength in speaking these words to you. I

give you my sincere and heart-felt thanks, and hope to-morrow, and

on early future days, to learn that happiness has been in all your

dwellings, and that all the enterprises in which you are engaged

have been crowned with success, as I know there will bo at all

your firesides, during the long winter before us, the same affectiou

and friendship which have been the great happiness of my life."
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t'liiicrul 127

iiin!4 104

lonn nniU 149

rotiirnitiK homo 80

tnl>Ic» h»ll , 167

Templo of Diiddha 169

theatricals 220

wall IW, 182, 186, 180

Chln-KlaiiK 210, 226

Ciiiii-Lun 203

Chin-Wan^ti ....:. 189

Chi-Tajcii and Sun-Tajcn.97, 100, 109,

197, 198

Citadel of Cairo 606

Civilization of the Mcnlitcrrancan, 081, 082

Clivo, Lord 334, 839

Cockbiirn, Admiral 331, 447, 475

Cochin Cliina 2(12-208

Coles, Mr 100

Coliseum, the 072, 073

Cologne 708

Colorado, U. S, steamer, 95, 102, 208,

220, 228

Colored settlement at Chatham 6

Colorsl of Thebes 543, 644

Concert ot Calcutta 361

Concesisions, Foreign, in China 95

Confucius 103,104

Temple of 101

Constantinople, arrival at 033

charms of 037-039

Cook, Captain 574

Copts, the 608

Columbia, steamer 320

Comprodor, Chinese 227

Cornwallis, Lord 3!! I, 336

Council UlulTs 7

Coumnl, Legislative, of Madras 835

Cunningham, General 408

Cyprus
.^

014

Daibutz, statue of Buddha 47

Dak, the 406 '

Dalling, Lord 671 I

Dancing-girls, Javanese 304, 305
!

Danube River 003, 004

Darwin, his theory 440

Dashur, Pyramids of 605

Day, loss of a day 32

Dceima, island of. 80

rAoa

Do Long, minister to Japan, 88, 40, 62,

CO, 78

Delraonlco of Yoddo, the 63

Dutch Htcumer, a 'J74-270

Dwarfs, Javanese 300, 306, 80«

Delupluine, Mr 666

Delhi 404-418

Delos 021

Delta of Egypt 669

De Montholon 187

Dcndcra, Temple of 631-538

Dervishes, dancing 611-618

Detroit 6

Do Trobrland, General 16

Dogs, Chinese 112

Doorga, the monkey-god 888

Drew, Mr 214

Drouyn de Lhuys, M 701, 702

Dutch colonization 29V

Eden, Calcutta 800

Echo, a marvellous 224

Edfou eci

architect of 664

Edinburgh, Duke of 208, 819

Egypt, population of. 491, 492

Egyptians, ancient 670, 577

Egyptian kings, tombs of. 646

relics 500, 607

E. J. Sage & Co 254

El-Aksa 502, 603

Elcho 22, 28

Eldridge, Mr 374

Elcphanta 448.^60

Elephantina 665

Elephants at Patteeala 417, 422

England, rural life in 716

English and American society 716

Epaulets, influence of 122

Ephesus 01 7-021

Esnch 651,663

Eugenie, Empress 498, 604

escape of. 70,3-706

Evans, Dr 703-706

Farnham, Mr., U. S. consul, Bombay. . 442

Feiitths of Egypt 623

Finkelstein, Benjamin 679

Firman, Sultan's, to Mr. Seward 684

Fisheries, Northern treaty for 84

Fitz, Mr 217-219
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Flotilla, Mr. Seward's, on. the Pei-ho,*-

113-116

Flowery Forest Temple, Canton 241

Forbea, Murray 231

Formosa, island of. 230
Forte, H B. M. ship 331

Fort St. George 334

William 370

France, condition of 6D0-692

Franco-German War, near approach of, 31

Franklin C94

Fras?r, Mr. and Mrs 209

Freeman, William. .9, 70, 71, lil, 130,

192, 208, 425, 426

French affairs 700, 707

Assembly 695-697

and British in China 176

—— colonization in the East 260

inscription at Phila? 561

Furs at Pelting 136

Fiisi Yama 33, 34

Futtehpore Sikra 388, 390

Gallatin 688

Galle, Ceylon 320

Ganges River 373

festival on 375

Geneva 685

Genoa 683

Gcoffroy, M 697

Gorolt, Baron 709

Ghizch 517, 566

Gindy House 347

Park, Madras 346

Goa, excursion to 451-459

population of 457

Gobat, Bishop. 600, 604

Golden Island.' 225

Goshen, land of 489

Government House, Calcutta 358

Grant, President, at Chicago

Mr .• 438

Great Britain, Government of . . . . 714, 716

Greece, modem 032

Greek architecture 550, 631

costume 622

church 600

liingungo 632

Gruvy, M 695
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Grey, Dr 235, 249

Gyascutus, the 33

I lainan Island 262

Hamburg 711, 712

Hamlin, Dr 641

Hammond, Mr 714

Ilan River 216

Han-Kow 21<J

Ilan-Yan 217, 219

Harem of the Kh6dive 493, 513-515

of U. S. vicc-ccnsul at Thebes. . . 603

Hart, Robert . 190, 197

Hastings, Mr., Mr. Seward's old friend, 26

Ilatascn, Queen 6'11, 548

Hawes, Captahi 113, 206

Hay, Mrs 605

Heber, Bishop 330

Helena, Empress 687, 689

Heliopolis 503

Herodotus 602

H. For^& Co 254

Himalayas, first view of 415

a glanec at, 431

Hindoo girls' school, Madras 328, 348

names 329

tenderness for animals 440

Hiogo 70, 77

Iloang-ho, moMh of 104

Holy Sepulchre, Church of 585-587

Honan Temple 240

Hong-Kong 230-238

gamblers 255

Hoogly River 351

Horses, Japanese care of 67

•Horsford, Captain 415, 417, 425

Hue, Father 217

Hughes, Archbishop 077

Ilumnyoon 406, 409

Humboldt 709

Hungary 058-603

Hurdwar 415

Ilyden 172

Ido]-wor,ship, folly of 500, '-07

India, secret of its dependence 330

government 332

caste 333

discontent with English rule .... 357

finances of 305

scenery 373
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^mlia, opium 374

history 406, 406

Mr. Seward's rcniarks on leav-

ing 466-469

Indians, destiny of 23

Inland Sea of Japan 83

Interpreter, Japanese 67

Islitabashi, Mr 69, 73

Island, a floating 277

Isles of Greece, the 621

Ismailia 483-487

Ismail Paeha, Kh6dive of Egypt. . 486, 516

Israelites' passage of the Red Sea, 481, 482

Italy 669-684

Jacobs, Mr 852

Jade, Chinese 239

Jaffa 578, 679

Japan, coast of. 33

population of 38
" concession " to foreigners in . . . 88

people of. 38, 45

costumes 39

barbers 39

gathering of crops 43

laws about trees 43

tea-houses 44

history of 52-54

Foreign Ollice 64

artiisana 06

especial reasons for prudence. ... 75

Christianity in 87, 88

society and civilization 88-93

Japanese ambassadors to the United

.State.i, ( .leir fate 05

travellers 262

Java 280-318

populousness of 284

scenery 286

government 287

cinnate 288

vegetation 289

birds 289

fruit 291

agriculture 294

Dutcli management of 297,

298,312,314

steamer 716, 717

Jay, John 005

Jehanara, tomb of. 410

Jejeebhoy, Sir Jamsetjee 443

Jerusalem 681-604

population of 696

Jesuits in China 140

Jewell, Mr 271

Mr., U. S. consul at Penang 316

Jew, an American 698

Jews of Jerusalem 600-604

Jews' wailing-placc 601

Jiddah 479

Jubbulpoor 438

Juggernaut, car of 343

Jugglers, Hindoo 4i!3, 424

Jumna, banks of the 431

Musjid, the 410, 411

Junk, Chinese 105

Kali Ghaut 362

Kalka 433, 436

Kamakula, ancient capital of Japan ... 46

Kanagawa, excursion to 44

Kang, Chinese 181

Kang-Ui, Chinese emperor 140

Karnak 534-538

columns at 539

Kcnneh 504

Khedive of Egypt 486, 490-492,

566-568, 570

Khedive's yacht 574

Kiahta 146

Kiarail Pacha 037, 048-660

Kiamil, Princess 049, 050

Kincob, manufacture of 383

Kinder, Captain 82

King Cotton 401

King, General 11

Kuapp, Charles 483

Kossuth 002, 003

Kootub Minar, the 400, 407

Kublai-Khan 166

Ku-Kiang 214, 223

Kung, Prince 142

letter from 198

interview with 199-203

Kussowlee 433-435

Laboulnyo, M 209, 703

Larnica 61S

Laurens, Henry 335

Lebanon 006

Le-ming-Che, Taou-tai of Han-Kow 226

Lesseps, M 484, 485, 487
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Louis XIV 688

Louise, Sister 196

Low, Mr., 127, 130, 132, 137, 138, 141,

146, 168, 170, 201, 204

Low, Mrs 199

Lowe, Mr ; 296

Loyola, Ignatius 140, 455

Lucknow 386

Ludlow Castle 404, 413

Luke, tomb of 618

Luxor 634, 535-537, 663

Lydda 680

Lyons, Lord 693
;

I

Madras 327
j

surf at ' 350
I

Mahmoud of Ghuznee 389
\

Canal 570 I

Major, Captain 454 1

Malacca, Straits of 275, 317
|

Malays 276-278, 313

Mamelukes, weapons of 605

Mandarin procession, a 96

Mangum, Mr. and Mrs 88

Manockjee Cursetjce 444

Marco Polo 346

Mariette Bey 601, 507, 561

Marmora, Sea of 6S2

Morryat's ship Ariadne 573

Marsh, Mr 670

Martin, Dr 199, 202, 203

Maturia 604

Mayo, Countess of 352

Earl 352, 353, 306

death of, 7iott'. 437

McAlistor, Mr 352

McAlpino, W. J 653

Medeenet Ilaboo 545, 550, 553

Ml liforrancan Hotel 583

Meorut 414

Memnon 544

Temi)lo of 527

Memphis 505, 606

Menes 628

Mcrcier, Henri, M 701
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Mcrivale, Mr 714

Middleton, Mr 114, 192

Mikado, the 52-64

palace of the 70

Mr. Seward's audience with... . 69-74

Ming tombs, China 189

Miracle at Goa 456

Mission lies, American 29

at Poking 204

Mogul Serai 376

Mohammed Tauphik 604

Mongolians, the 185

Monkey, a tippling 525

Monkeys, thieving, their malice ..'.... 441

Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley, letters

of. 496

Montholon, M 701

Montrose-on-Hudson 718

Mormons, The 16, 17

Mormon polj-gamy 20, 21

Tabernacle 17

Mosque of Mchemet AH 606

Pearl 389

Mount of Olives, mosque on 598

Muir, Lady 386

Sir William 385

Mule, an excited 438

Music, Hindoo 336, 337

Musician, a Japanese 04

Myer, Governor-General of Java . 289, 293

Myt-Rahyneh 506

Nagasaki 82, 85, 87

Names, historical and geographical .... 7

Nanking 211

Nan-Kow, China 179

Pass 180, 183

Napier, Captain 327

Lady 328

Lord 327, 328

Xiiplcs 081

Napoleon I 680

Nautch-girls 343, 377

Ncekor CSS

Nectanobus 555

Noderlauden, Koningin dor 271, 275

Neilghcrry Mountains 389

Nerbudda, n night-voyage on the 439

New York, arrival at 718

Western 4

Niagara Falls 4
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Nile, the 820-568

catara cts of. 660

iiallve mode of crossing 562

Nippon-bas, tlie famous bridge CO, 61

Noinonclature of mountain scenery. . . 13

Noubar Pnclia 60-1

Nourraalial, tlie light of the harem. . . 398

Nubians 536

Obelisk quarry at Assouan 558

Ocean Banner-Temple, Canton 240

Olga, Queen of Greece 632

Oliphant & Co 254

Omaha, characters at 7-!>

Omar, Mosque of 500-593

On, city of 503

Opium in India 374

Opium-smoiiing in China 247

Ord, Uovernor of Ponang 316

Orsova 6, 58

Osaka 77,79-82

Oude, King of 306

Prince of. 866, 367

Pacha at Cairo, conversation with.. 568, 569

Pacific mail line steamers 29

Pacific Ocean 29

Page, Mr., U. S. consul at Port Said. .. 575

Pagodao, Chinese 122

Palace, Imperial, at Delhi 411,412

Now, at Constantinople 646, 647

Palestine, impressions of 607, 614

population of Oil

invaders of 612

religions of 010

women of 611

regeneration of 613

improvement in 614

missions in 614

telegraphs and railroads in 014

Palikao, battle of 120

Punch Maiial, the 392, 393

Pariahs 343

Paris 690

Parker, Theodore, tomb of 671

Parkes, Sir Harry, IJritisli minister to

Japan 60, 178

Parsees, the 444-'t47

1 'arsons. Major 435

Passengers on steamer Java 717

Passports 680

Patna 373
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Pe-chee.lee, Gulf of. 104-107, 207

Pei-ho River 109, 110

Peking, first sight of. 127

-Mr. Seward's entrance into 129

wall of. 132

foreign population of 134, 136

Legations at 136-138

palace in 164

birds in 165

Polls, Mr 281, 283, 287

Penang, island of 317

Pepin, King 686

Peruvian bark in Java 307

Pesth 659-601

Pharos 574

Phil[C 559-661

j

Philippine Islands 271

' Phoenix, the Arabian 503

j

Photographer, a Chinese 151

I
Pigeon-English 206

I

Pilate, palace of 590, 600

1 Pillsbury, Mr 107

I

Pindarrie 432-436

j

Plymoutli Rock, steamer 209, 220

I Poet, a Portuguese, at Goa 459
' Poets, Chinese 145

!
Point do Galle 320

1
Pohticians at Omaha 8

I

Polygamy in Kgypt and Utah .... 496, 497

I

Pompey's Pillar 572, 573

I Pondicherry 323

!
Poon-ting-gua's villa 244, 245

: Pope Pius I.K 675-679

;

Porcelain Tuwcr, the 212

I

Port Said 574, 575

i

Portuguese Empire 458

: courtesy 459

;
settlement, Madras 3*5

j
Po-Yang, Lake 213

Prawiro da Kedya 290

Preachers on steamer Cliiiia 29

Prime-minister, Japanese 71

I
Provence, steamer 202

i
Prussia, historical sketch of 709, 710

Ptolemy Philopater 5r)4

Pulpit Roek 14

Pumpelly, Mr 174

Puttceala 416-430

Maharajah of 300, 415, 421-423

Prince of 427

Pyramids, the 498-502
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Ralston, Mr., entertainment by 26

Rameses 629
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tomb of 647

Ramcsis III., temple of 649

Ramleh 579, 580

Randall, A. W 4, 84, 102, 209

Ranepet 339, 340

Ranlie, Dr 709

Road, Mr 706

Red Jacket, anecdote of. 82

Red Sea, the 479-482

Rebfues, Baron, German minister at

Peking 137

Remusat, M 695

Reno 24

Rhodah 618, 604

Riberio, a Portuguese poet 459

Rice cultivation in India 341

Risley, Hanson A 4

Mis? 129, 130

Robert College 641, 642

Rochefort, Count, French minister at

Peking 137

Rocky Mountains, uses of 12

Rodgers, Admiral 95, 98, 102,

106, 107, 113, 140, 145, 186, 192,

201, 202, 208

Rodman, Mr 114, 192

Romanism in China 195, 196

Rome 671-081

Church of, in China 139

Rose, Mr 214, 223

Rosetta 675

Rublce, Mr 687

Russell & Company 95, 231, 235

Russia, relations with China 138

Russian minister at Peking 136, 137

Ryots 341

Sacramento, society of> 25

Said Pacha 484

Saigon city 204, 265

River, mouth of. 263
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Soint Thomas, apostle 469

Sakkara, Pyramid of. 618, 656

Saladin 505

Saliiia, Augusta 644

Salt Lake city 15
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Sao Januario, Viscount de 454

Sarnatb, Buddhist ruins at 379

Sawa, Japanese Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs 668, 670, 572

Science, Hall of, at Peking 139

Schofield, General 27

Schung Hao, Chinese ambassador 693

Scudder, missionary 344

Secundra 388, 396

Scnter, Mr 77

Separation, a settlement on the Rocky

Mountains 12

Septimus Severus 544

Seraglio 640

Seramporo 369

Server Pacba 036

Setis 529, 540

Seven Sleepers, the 618

Seward, Mr., declines Japanese invita-

tion to a great banquet 49

his interview with Japanese for-

eign minister 56-59

gives audience at U. S. consulate. 05

audience with Mikado 69

opinions on France 102, 103
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orado 106

friendly reception at Tung-Chow, 125

entrance into Peking 129

audience of imperial cabinet. . . . 140

age 144

views on the Great Wall of China,
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half-way round the world.. ._.'.. . 319

remarks on finances of India. . . . 305
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seventieth birthday 533
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Seward, Mr., firman from the sultan. . 684

impressions of Palestine. . . . 607, 614

reception at Constantinople 633

interview with the Turliish Sultan,

652, 654

remarks on Turkey 656-667

reception at Vienna 665

dinner with M. Thiers 698-701

in Downing Street 714

return home 719

speech at Auburn 719, 720

G. F., consul 95, 112, 114, 192

Olive Risley , 4

Sliah Jehan. . .
." 398, 400, 401

Shan-Tung, steamer 102, 113, 206, 207

Shanghai 94, 98-100, 207

Promontory 104, 106

Sharon 578

i^heba, the tombs of the Tycoons 69

Sheik, Selim Chisti 391, 392

Shen-Tajen, a Chinese poet 203

Shepard, Mr., U. S. consul at Yeddo..38, 69

Sherman, City of. 12

Sliishak, King 541

Slioshones, remnant of 23

Shumsh-oodeou-Altarash 408

Sierra Nevada, ascent and descent of, 24, 25

Silas E. Burrows & Co 254

Silver Island 225

Simmons, Mrs 209

Singapore 271-274

—— steamer 315

Siout 618

Siva, temple of 363

Sjiandjioer, Java 296

Slavery, conservation of. 25
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235, 264

vSmith, Dr 673

Smithers, Mr 021

Smuggling in Cliina . . 234

Smyrna 616

Socotra 460

Somnath, gates of 389

.Souniiilans at Aden. ..., 47t

Southern cross, the 664

Sphinx, the 500, 501

Stacmpfli, Mr 688

Star of India, order of 361

States, new, influence of 11

Steamer America, meeting on the 30

Steamer China 29

Stewart, U. S. consul at Hiogo 76

Stone, Mrs 493

Story'^ Cleopatra and Sibyl 680

Strabo 646

Suez 482

Canal 483-487
Sugar of Egypt 564

Sultan, Abdul Aziz 636, 636

Pacha 616, 563-665

Turkish, Mr. Seward's interview

with 662-634

Sumatra 276, 276

Sunda, Straits of 278

Surabaya 293, 295

Susa 683

Swinging round the circle 367

Swiss President 687

Switzerland, politics of 687-689

a miniature America 687

Syra 621, 622

Synagogue, American 602

Taj-Mahal 398, 399

Taku 108,109

Tankoeban volcano 307

Templars, Knights 669, 670

Temple of Agriculture 165

;
of Heaven 154

I

of the Great Bell, China 175

Sir Richard 364, 403

,
Tcnno, see Mikado.

I

Thames River 71!3

i

Thebes 534-540, 550, 503

Theodosius, edict of 661

1 Thiers, Madame 698

I

President 695, 698, 699

! Thile, M 709

Thonm-, Saint 345

Thoutmosis II. and III 548

Thousand-mile tree 14

j

Tien-Tfiien, massacre at . .
.

; . 98, 101,

I

:. 0, 111, 115, 117, 132, 195, 190, 205

i Tigh, Major 415-436

i

Tildcn, Captain 123

Timber from Corea 117

Tinos 621

Tokaido, tlie Japanese liighway 44

Tombs, Cliinese, Mr. Seward's remarks

on 190

Ming, China 189
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Tuiifc-Cliow 117, !:J1, 1:25, 205

Tiiii!;-Lii 213

Tiini^-Tiijc'ii, II CliiiiL'sc poet 203

Turki'v, obsurvutioiiH on OriB-OO?

Turkish women 14

Tycoon, tliu Jiipanoso 53, Ml

Tyeooiis), tombs of, ut Sliebii 50

Umbuila 4 14-418

United Stutes, pr()f;iesrt of trade 717

Univei'siilitits, Lincoln'^ story of 4V2

Upton, Mr C80

Utah, a wonderful s'ccess 21

Vnlido, Princess 492, 493, 568

Van Dyek, Dr '. 005

Van V'aikcnburgh, U. S. minister to

Japan 77, 138

Varna 064

Vasco de tiama 340

Venice 0C9

Venostn,Viseonti 080

Verplant'k's Point 719

Versailles 094

Vesuvius 081

Via Dolorosa 590

Victor Emmanuel 080, 083

Vienna 004

Vindhya Mountains 438

Visigapalam, Maharajali of 870

Ylangally, Geneial 29, 132, 130, 203

Wnde, Mr. find Mrs 137

Wady, a 489

AVahsatch Mountains 13, 14

Walsh, Mr 38, 70, 71

a ball at his house 08

AVi.nfr, Captain 1 13, 1 14

Wan-Siang 142, 143, 167-109, 170

V.'arden, Mr 102, 132, 227

Mrs 98, 101

Washburne, Mr 093, 700

Weber Canon 14

River 14

Webster and Adams, anecdote of.. . . . 125

VAnr

Wolli, Mr. 087

Wessner, Miss 404

Westropp, -Sir M. K 40t»

Wiiaiiipoa 234

W'heaton, Ciiinose tran:4lalton of. 107

Whi-eler, Lieutenant 4o7

VVi!!i.mis, Dr 132, 168

Wilso.i, Captain 593

Win^lo\v, Admiral, hero of the Kear-

sarge 27

Women, Chinese, abasement of. 228

vVomen, Turkish 6 14

Wood, Mr 020

Woolsey, Dr., dauglitcrs of GOO

Woosung 94, 102, 208

Wu-Ciiang 217-219, 221

Wurtz, Mr J 070

Wyommg, Territory of 11

Xavier, St Francis 87, 456, 450

Yang-Fang, a Cliineso pawnbroker., . . 147

smoking-room 161

wife 148

Yang-tse. . 225

Yaiig-t.se-kiang Kiver 209-212

Yang-tsc-kiang, mouth of. 102, 103

Ycddo 77

visit lo 49

liow built 59

artisans, artists, and manufac-

turers 66

bay of, storm in 60, 61

Yellow Sea 94, 102, 103

Yokohama, arrival at 37

bay of. 37

Younp, hrigham 17-20, 22

Colonel 404, 413

Mr 271, 274

Youssef and his donkey 6.j3

Yuen-Min-Yucn, China 170-179

Yung-Lo, Chinese emperor. 175, 190, 191

Yussef Kffondi 690

Zachariah, tomli of 697

Zenana mission 370, 371

Zemindars 311

Zuaking 223

THE END.
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No. I. FORMS OF WATER, in Clouds, Rain, Rivers, Ice, and Glaciers.

By Prof. John Tynuai.l, LL. D., F. R. S. i vol. Cloth. Price, $1.50.

No. 2. PHYSICS AND POLITICS ; or, Thou^'hts on the Application of

the Principles of "Natural Selection" and "Inheritance" to Political

Society. By Walter Baoehot, Esq., author of " The English Consti-

tution." I vol. Cloth. Price, $1.50.

PROSPECTUS.
D. Ari'i.KTON' & Co. have the pleasure of .announcing thnt they have made

nrrangemenls for publishing, and have recently commenced the issue of, a .Skuiks t)F

Poi'Ui.AR M(j.noi;rapiis, or small works, under the above title, which will emljody
tile results of recent inquiry in the most interesting departments of advancing science.

The character and scone of this series will be best indicated by a reference to the

nr'nies and subjects included in the subjoined list, from which it will be seen that the

cooperation of the most distinguished professors in lingland, CJermany, France, and
tlie United States, ha* been secured, and negotiations are pending for contributions

from other eminent scientific writers.

The works will be issued simultaneously in New York, London, Piiris, and Leipsic.

Thk Inikknationai. Scikntikic: Skriks is entirely an American project, and
was originated and orgiinized i)y Dr. E. L. Youmans, who spent the greater part of a
year in luirone, arranging with authors and publishers.

The fortncoming volumes are as follows :

Prof. Austin Flint, Jr., M. D., T/ie I^ervout Sys-
tem ami its relation to the Bodily Functions.

Prof. W. I>. Whitney, Modern Linguistic Science.

Prof. A. C. Ramsay, LL. D., K. R. S., Earth
Sculpture.

Dr. Henry Maudslev, Responsibility in Disease.

Prof T. H. Ilixirv, LL. D., F. R. S., Bodily Mo-
Hon oud Consciousness.

Dr. W. I.. Caki'F.nter, LL. D., P. R. S., The
Principles nf .Mental P/iysiology.

Sir John Liudock, Dart., F. R. S., The Antiquity

0/ .Man.

Prof. RuDoi.rii ViKCiiow (of the Uiiitersity of Ber-

lin), .Morbid Physiological Action.

Prof. Ai.EXANUBR Bain, LL. D., Kelaiions o/Mind
and Body.

Prof. Balfoir Stkwabt, LL. D., F. R. S., The
Conservation of Energy.

Dr. H. CiiAHi.ToN Bastian, M.D., F. R.S., The
Brain as an Organ o/Mind.

Heriiert Spencer, Ksq^, Tlie Study 0/Sociology,

Prof William Odling, F. R. S., The New Chem-
istry.

Prof W. Thiselton Dyer, H. A., B. So., Form
and Habit in Floivering J'tants.

Dr. EuwAKD Smith, F. R. S., Food and Diets.

Prof. W. KiNGDON Clifford, M. A., The First
Principles of the E.ract Sciences explained to

the S'on-Mathematical.

Mr, J. N. LocKYER, F. R. S., Spectrum Analysis.

W. Laudkr Lindsw, M. D., F. R. S. E , .Mtnd in
the Lower .Animals.

B. O. Beli. Pettigrew, M. D., The Locomotion
o/.lnimals, as e.ceiiiplijied in U'alhing, Swim-
ming, and Flying.

Prof James D. Dana, ^^. A., LL.D., On Cephali-
zation ; or, Head Domi'iation in its relation
to Structure, Grade, and Development.

Prof S. W. Johnson, AL A., On the Nutrition 0/
Plants.

Prof. Michael Foster, JL D., Protoplasm and
the Cell Theory.

Rev. M. J. Berkeley, M. A., F. L. S., Fungi;
their Nature, hijluences, and Uses,

Prof. Claiide Bernari; (of the Collece of Fmnce),
Physical and Metaphysical Phenomena 0/
Life.

Prof. A. Quetelet (of the Brussels Academy of

Sciences), Social Physics.

Prof. A. DE QuATREFAGES, The Negro Races.

Prof Lacaze-Dcthiers, Zoology since Cuvier.

Prof. C. A. Young, Ph. D. (of 1 artmouth College),
The Sun.

Prof. Bernstein (University of Halle), The Physi-
ology 0/ the Senses,

Prof Herman (University of Zurich), On Respira-
tion.

Prof I.EicKARD (University of Leipsic), Outlines

0/ Chemical Organi.iation.

Prof Rees (University of Erlaiigen), On Parasitic
Plants.

Prof VoCEL (Polytechnic Academy, Berlin), The
Chemical Fffecis oj Light.

Prof WiNDT (University ofSirasbourg), On Sound.

Prof Schmidt (University of Strasbourg), The The-
ory 0/ Descent.—Danvinism.

Prof Rosenthal (University of Erlangcn), Physi-
ology 0/Muscles and Nerves.

Professors IT. Saint-Ci.airf. DF.vri.Lr,, BF.RTirF.i.oT, and Wurtz, have engaged
to write, but iiavo not yet announced their subjects. Other eminent authors, as Wal-
i.Acr., IIkimiioi.tz, Parks, Mii.NK-EinvARns, and ITtxkel, have given strong en-

couragement tiiat they will .nlso take part in the enterprise.

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 549 & 551 Broadway, N. Y.



THE NEW AND CHEAPER EDITION OF

FIGUIER'S

Popular Scientific Works,
Containing all the Original Illustrations. With the Text thoroughly

revised and corrected. Price, $3.50 each

.

The World Before the Deluge.
The Geological Portion carefully revised, and much New Matter added,

by H. W. Bristow, F. R. S., of the Geological Surveyor Great Britain,

Hon. Fellow of King's College, London. With 233 Illustrations, i

vol., 8vo. Price, $3.50.

" A bnok worth a thoiisnnd gilt Christmas volumes, and one most suitable as a (ift to an intellectual

and earnestly-inquiring student."

—

Athtiiteuin.

The Ocean World.
Being a Description of the Sea and its Living Inhabitants. Revised and

corrected by Professor E. Percival Wright, M. D. With 427 Illus-

trations. I vol., 8vo. Price, $3.50.

The Insect World :

A Popular Account of the Orders of Insects. Revised and corrected by

P. Martin Duncan, M. D., F. \\. S., Professor of Geology in King's

College, London. With 576 Illustratfons. i vol., 8vo. Price, $3.50.

" Remarkable at once for the beauty and variety of its LUustrations. The book is an rxcellcnt one, and

admirably got up."

—

Educational Times.

The Vegetable World:
A History of Plants, with their Botanical Descriptions and Peculiar Prop-

erties, and a Glossary of Botanical Terms. New edition, revised and

corrected by an eminent Botanist. With 470 Illustrations, i vol., Svo.

Price, $3.50.

" Throughout the book we have evidence of careful editorship in various little alterations which render

it more suitable to the British Botanist, and in additions which brins it up to the present state of bouinical

science The present edition of ' The Vegetable \Vorld' is, so far as botanical value is cun-

cemed, the best which has appeared not excepting the original French \,i\xe."—T/ie Garden.

Reptiles and Birds.
Revised and corrected by Captain Parker Gillmore. With 307 Illus-

trations. I vol., Svo. Price, $3.50.

Either of the above sent/r^^ by mail to any address on receipt of the price.

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers.



The Colored Plates illustrating this edition of the work requiring

great care in printing, were excuted in London.

SPECTRUM ANALYSIS,
In its Application to Terrestrial Substances, and the Physical Constitu-

tion of the Heavenly Bodies,

Familiarly explained, by Dr. H. SCHELLEN, Director der Realschule I. O.

Cologne. Translated from the second enlarged and revised (lerman edi-

tion, by Jane and Caroline LascU. Edited, with Notes, by William Hug-

gins, LL. D. With numerous Woodcuts, Colored Plates, and Portraits

;

also. Angstrom's and Kirchhoff 's Maps. 455 pages, 8vo, cloth. Price,

$6.00.

»»-

/>»/« f/ii Chemical News.

"This admirable work does credit to, or should we say is worthy of the author, the

translators, and the editor. The first part treats on the artificial sources of high de-

grees of heat and light ; the second on Spectrum Analysis in its application to the

heavenly bodies. We must approve the method followed in the translation, and by the

editor. In many translations the views of the author are suppressed, in order that the

views of the translator or editor may be expounded ; but here Dr. Muggins, however

leniently such a fault might have been looked upon with him, has permitted the author's

views to remain intact, clearly stating his own and wherein lies the difference."

From the Chicago Post,

"The object of this volume is to introduce the general reader into a newjealm of

science, and acquaint him \vith the particulars and the results of the most brilliant dis-

covery of the present century. Whoever has an appreciative sense of the beauties and

wonders of Nature, illuminated by science, will find this volume a rich mine of enjoy-

ment which he will do wisely to explore."

From the Philadelphia Age.

:: average reader will find its ex-

.-.' this book, so marvellously

'.derful as the stories of the

"The contents are formidable in appearance, bu' ;

position easily intelligible. To many the revel Mien i;

minute, and yet so unerringly accurate, will b. us v

•Arabian Nights.'"

From the Boston Globe.

" Certainly, as regards mere knowledge, the Spectrum Analysis has let us into

many secrets of the physical universe, which Newton and Laplace would have declared

impossible for man's intellect to attain. The science is still in its infancy, but it is

prosecuted by some of the ablest, most patient, and most enthusiastic observers, and

some of the keenest thinkers, at present existing on our little insignificant physical

globe."

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers,

549 ^ 55 » Broadway, A'. Y.



THEMKSOF PRORJOHN raDAmLl].,FlS.

Heat as a Moclt of Motion.
One vol., i2ino. Cloth, $2.00.

" My aim lias licfii tn rise to die Uvcl (if lliciic c|iieHli"ns from a lusis so eliniiniary, iluil n'pcrsnn jini-

•eH»lii){ any iiiiajiiiu'.ive faculty uiul puwcr xf coiiLciitrailuii iiil^tu acvuinjiaiiy inc. — /'/iv// Aiilhort

On Sound.
A Course of Kight Lectures delivered at the Koyal Institution of Great IJritain.

One vol. Willi Illustrations. i2mo. Cloth, $2.00.
" III llif f illiiwinu pnKCS I have tried to reniUr lliu Kcieiii c iif Acnimtii s inlcrcstiii)' to nil inHliKCnt Jicr-

ion<, including tliuhc whu du not pusscM any >pecial tcicntilic culture."— /'>>';« Aul/wt's J'trjune,

Fragments of Science for Unscientific
People.

A Scries of Detached Essays, Lectures, and Reviews. One vol., lamo.
Cloth, $2.00.

" My motive in wriliii); these papers w.i» a desire lo extend sympathy fir scii.-nce beyond llic limits of
till-' si'ienlilic piililic. . . . I'ruin America the iinpiiluc i;aiiie which iiidin ed me to gather these ' Vtn^-
mcntt,' and to my friends in the Uiiited.St.ites I dedicate ihcin."

—

J'loui .liit/uo'4 J'le/nct,

Light and Electricity.
Notes of Two Courses of Lectures before the Royal Institution of Great Brit-

ain. One vol., ismo. Cloth, $1.25.
" In thus cleaily and sharply statinK the fiindnmeiKal principles of I'.lectric.il and Optical Science, Prof.

Tyndnll has carneil the cordial thanks of all interested in education."^/ >v;» Aiiiiiinin EMtoy's I'tw/ini,

Hours of Exercise in the Alps.
One vol., i2nio. With Illustrations. Cloth, $2.00.

" The present v.iliiinc is for the most part a record of tiodily action, written partly lo preserve to myself
the memory of siroiiK and jo.oiis hours, and partly for the picnsuie of those whotinde.xhiluratiuii in descrip-

tions associated with mountain-life."—/'Vow Author's I'rtfacc.

Faraday as a Discoverer.
One vol., i2mo. Cloth, $i.oo.

" It h.is been thoiiKht desirable to give you and the world some image of Michael Faraday as a scien-

tific investigator anil discoverer. . . . 1 have relumed from my task wiih such rcsnitsas 1 could Kathcr,

and also with the wish that these results were more worthy than they are of the greatness of my theme."—'
Tli{ A iit/wr.

Forms of Water, in Clouds, Rain, Rivers,
Ice, and Glaciers.

This is the first volume of the International Scientific Series, and is a valuable

and interesting work. One voL, i2mo. Cloth, $1.50.

Contributions to Molecular Physics in the
Domain of Radiant Heat.

A Scries of Memoirs published in the '•Philosophical Transactions" and
"Philosophical Magazine." With Additions, l vol., 8vo. Cloth, $5.00.

Lectures on Light delivered in America.
With numerous Illustrations. Small i2mo. Nearly ready.

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 549 & 551 Broadway, N. Y.
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An Important Work for Manufaoturers, Chemists, and StudeutSi

A HAND-BOOK
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CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY.
By RUDOLPH WAGNER, Ph. D.,

l'ni)FKa«OU OK CIIKMIC'AI, TE('llN()L<HiY AT TIIK LNIVKHSITY OK WlIliTZHL'KO.

Translated and Edited, from the Kighth German Edition, with Extensive

Adchtions,

By WM. CROOKES, F. R. S.

WITH -iiCi ILIMSTRATIONS. i /'./., 8 7'<7. 7(n Pages. C/of/i, %s-oo.

The several editions of Professor Rudolf Wagner's " Handbiich dcr Cheniis-

chen Tcchnologie " have succeeded each other so rapidly,

that no apology is needed in offering a

translation to the public

Under the head oi Mctallurgic Chemistry, the latest methods of preparing

Iron, Cobalt, Nickel, Copper, Copper Salts, Lead and Tin and their Salts, IJis-

nuith, Zinc, Zinc Salts, Cadmium, Antimony, Arsenic, Mercury, Platinum,

Silver, (lold, Manganatcs, Aluminum, and Magnesium, arc described. The
various applications of the Voltaic Current to Electro-Metallurgy follow under

this division. The preparation of Potash and Soda Salts, the Manufacture of

Sulphuric Acid, and the Recovery of Sidphur from Soda-W'nstc, of course

occupy prominent places in the consideration of chemical manufactures. It

is difficult to over-estimate the mercantile value of Mond's process, as well as

the many new and important applications of Bisulphide of Carbon. The
manufacture of Soap will be found to include much detail. The Technology,

of (ilass, Stoneware, I-imcs and .Moitars, will present much of interest to the

Builder and Engineer. The Technology of Vegetable Fibres has been con-

sidered to include the Preparation of Flax, Hemp, Cotton, as well as Paper-

Making ; while the applications of Vegetable Products will be found to include

Sugar-boiling, Wine and Peer Prcwing, the Distillation of Spirits, the Baking

of Dread, the Preparation of \'inegar, the Preservation of Wood, etc.

Dr. Wagner i^ives much information in reference to the production of Potash

from Sugar-residues. The use of Baryta Salts is also fully described, as well

as the preparation of Sugar from Iket-roots. Tanning, the Preservation of

Meat, Milk, etc., the Preparation of Phosphorus and Animal Charcoal, are

considered as belonging to the Technology of Animal Products. The Prepa-

ration of the Materials for Dyeing has necessarily required much space ; while

the final scctiony of the book have been devoted to the Technology of Heating

and Illumination.

D. APPLETON & CO., Publisliers.



Appletons' Journal
Df Popular^ LiTEi\ATUf\E.

Appletons' Journal, now enlarged to the extent of four more pages of

reading, gives in a weekly form all the features of a monthly magazine. Its

weekly issuf brings it a more frequent visitor to the family than is the case

with a monthly periodical, while, in course of the year, a much greater ag-

gregate and a larger variety of papers arc furnished than arc given in any of

the regular monthlies. But, for those who prefer it, the Jouknal is put up

in Monthly Parts, and in this form its scope and variety, as compared with

other magazines, become conspicuously apparent.

Applktons' Journal continues to present healthful, sound, instructive,

and entertaining literature. It contains the best serial novels and short stories

attainable; it gives picturesque descriptions of places, and stirring narratives

of travel and adventure; entertaining papers upon various subjects that per-

tain to the pursuits and recreations of the people ;
portraits und sketches of

persons distinguished in various walks of life ; social sketches, having in spe-

cial view those things the knowledge of which will contribute to the welfare

and happiness of the household ; it describes phases of life in all quarters of

the globe, and discusses the important events of the time, and the advances

made in art, literature, and science. Illustrations are used sufficiently to give

variety and animation to its pages ; but the aim is to make it rather a journal

of popular high-class literature than merely a vehicle for pictures.

Price, lo Centi per Number ; <7r $4.00 per annum in advance. Subscriptions received

for 12 or 6 Months, Subscription Price of Monthly Parts, ^4.50.

Any person procuring Five Yearly Subscriptions, for weekly numbers, and remit-

ting $20, will be entitled to a copy for one year gratis ; Fifteen Yearly Subscribers,

for weekly numbers, and remitting $50, will entitle sender to a copy for one ycat gratis.

1 The postage within the United States is 20 cents a year, payable quarterly, in ad-

vance, at the office where received. Subscriptions from Canada must be accompanied

with 20 cents additional, to prepay the United States postage. New York City Su))-

scribers will be charged 20 cents per annum additional, which will prepay for postage

and delivery of their numbers.

In remitting by mail, a post-office order or draft, payable to the order of D. Am.E-
TON & Co., is preferable to bank-notes, as, if lost, the order or draft can be recovered

without loss to the sender.

Volumes begin with January and July of each year.

Appletons' Joiirnai, and either Harper's Weekly, Harper's Bazar, I/arper's Maga-
zine, Lippincott's Magazine, The Atlantic Monthlv, Scribnct's Monthly, or 'I'he Galaxy,

for one year, on receipt of .$7.00; Appletons' Joiiunai. and I.itteIVs Livinfi Age, for

$io.oo; Appletons' Joi'RNAL and 0//7vr 0///V'j Magazine, for $5.00; the Journal
and Popular Science Monthly, for fS.oo.

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers,

S49 & 551 Broadway, New York.



NEW ILLUSTRATED EDITION
or

FENIMORE COOPER'S NOVELS.

"The enduring monuments of Fenimore Cooper are his works.
While the love o-' country continues to prevail, his mkmorv
will exist in the hearts ok the people. so truly patriotic and
American throucihout, they should find a place in every Amer-
ican's LIBRARY."—Z;<i«/V/ Wcbskr.

D. Appleton & Co. are now publishing an entire!)' New Illustrated

Edition of

FENIMORE COOPER'S NOVELS,
In a form designed for popular circulation. Each volume is accompanied

with numerous New Designs by

F- O. O. 13 -A.il IjETT,

Engraved in a very superior manner. The volumes are printed from new
stereotype plates, in-octavo form.

Price, in paper covers, 75 cents each j in cloth, $1.25.

NOW ready:

I. The Last of the Mohicans.

II. The Deerslayer. V. The Prairie.

III. The Pathfinder. VI. The Spy.

IV. The Pioneers. VII. The Pilot.

In r.-.^id preparation, others of the Series.

Either of the above mailed, post-paid, to any address, on receipt of price.

THE "LEATHER-STOCKING" TALES,

Consisting of the five volumes first enumerated above, bound in one large,

handsome volume. Cloth, gilt back and side. Price, $4.00.

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers,

549 & 551 BROADWAY, New York.



A New High-class Magazine for Students and Cultivated

Readers.

POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY,
CONDUCTED 13Y

Professor E. L. YOUMANS.

The growing importance of ocicntific knowledge to all classes of the com-
munity calls for more efficient means of diftusing it. The Popular Science
Monthly has been started to promote this object, and supplies a want met
by no other periodical in the United Slates.

It contains instructive and attractive articles, and abstracts of articles, ori-

ginal, selected, and illustrated, from the leading scientific men of different

countries, giving the latest interpretations of natural phenomena, explaining

the applications of science to the practical arts, and to the operations of do-

mestic life.

It will have contributions from Herbert Spencer, Professor Huxley,
Professor Tynuall, Mr. Darwin, and other writers identified with specula-

I've thought and scientific investigation.

OPINIONS OF THIC PnESS.
"Just the publication needed nt tli>; present day."

—

Montreal Cf^itlc,

'• It is, beyond comparison, the best attempt at journalism of tlie kind ever made in this country."—

Home "youriial.

" The initial number is admirably coiiftilutcd."

—

/'lenitif; Mail.

" In our opinion, the right idea has been happily hit in the plan of this new monthly."

—

Diiffal*

Courier,

' A journal which promises to be of eminent value to the cau.sc of popular education in this country."

—.V. I '. Trihiifte,

"This new maRazine, in our estimation, has nioic merit than the whole brood which have preceded

it."

—

Oszves^o Press,

" Not the less cntcrlainin):; because it is instruclivc."

—

riiilniielf'hia .Ic".

" The Monthly has more than fulfilled all the proi'iises which llic publishers made in the prospectus

of pnblicaiioii,"

—

Xiagara /'alls Cuf.ette.

" It places before American readers what the ablest men of science throughout the world wiile about

their meditations, speculati .ns, and discoveries."

—

I'roj'iiience Journal,

THE rOPULAR SCTEA'C^. MONTHLY is puhlhlwd in a tari^c oc-

tavo, handsouuiy printed on clcoz type. Tcriiis : five Dollars per annum, or

Fifty Cents per copy.

Any person remitting Twenty Dollars for four yearly subscriptions will re-

ceive an extra copy gratis, or five yearly subscriptions for $20.00.

The Popt'i.AR Science Monthly and Appletons' Journal (weekly),

per annum, $8.00.

Remittances should be made by postal money-order or check to the

Publishers,

D. APPLETON & CO.,
549 & 551 BRttADWAV, N. Y.
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